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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(OfMal Ripoft of tlio Tonth taiioiit) 

Voliimo LIX^-^No. 1. 

Proceedinff of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 193S. 

Tu£ Assembly met in the Afisembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 3rd February, 1941, at 4-16 p.in. 


Presents 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e.) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 186 members. 


Oath. 


Mr. J. H. Speller took his oath of allegiance to the Crown. 


FelieiUtions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQs Ladies and gentlemen, 
before we proceed with the business before the House, may I have 
your leave to offer on your behalf our sincerest felicitations to our 
Speaker on the honour that has been conferred upon him by His 
Majesty the King-£mperor. 1 think I voice the feelings of all the 
sections of the House when I say that we look upon this as an honour 
done to this House. 1 noticed the other day a newspaper editor congra- 
tulating our Speaker on this honour remarked that Si/ Asizul Haque 
was one of Bengal's men of destiny. I cannot agree with that f pinion. 
I have known Sir Asixul Haque continuously and most intimately 
^"^ainoe 1912^ and I can truly say that I have always looked upon him 
not as a man of destiny but as a man destined to achieve some of the 
highest hmumrs in his life. As a Speakm*, Sir Asisol Haque has 
achieved name and fame which is not even equalled hy any Speaker 
in any proving in Indie. He has been tactful, and dthough at times 
t 
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FELICITATION. 


[dijn Fbb., 


it may have seemed to the Coalition Party that onr Speaker h^he^ 
Bomerwhat lenient to the Oppositien, I may truly tiay that hie rulings 
have always been guided by an adherence to piinciple pud his sincere 
deiiie not merely to uphold the dignity of the House, Intt to preserve 
that equanimity of atmosphere in which the pr*>ceediiigH of a House 
like this should always be conducted. Sir A< izul Haquo is compara** 
tively young in years. We hope that he will live long to urhieve still 
higher honours and that many of us will in course of time have 
occasion to work with him, if not as a member of this House, but in 
other capacities and in other spheres of activities. I once again 
convey to him our respectful felicitations and our sincere wishes for 
his long life and prosperity. 


Mft TULil CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, in the unavoid> 
able absence of the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader, 
it falls to me to acquire the privilege of offering you our sincerest 
felicitations on the honour that has been done to you. Sir, you know 
that we who have belonged to the Congress do not always attach the 
same kind of significance to honours conferred by the Government of 
India or for the matter of that by Ihe Government of Great Britain. 
At the same time, it is our piuud privilege to record this fact as has 
been stated by the Hon^ble Chief Minister that we have always 
received at your hands the kindest and the most considerate attention, 
and, therefore, Sir, when I take the liberty of diverting from our 
practice of not congratulating any one cm honours conferred by alien 
authorities, I at any rate recognise, and 1 hope those l>ehind me 
recognise, that your servic’es to this House have been of a unique 
character. We have respect for you. l^et our respect be recorded in 
the form of a congratulatory message, and I hope you will take our 
congratulations in the spirit in which they are offered to you. 


Mr. tKAKERf Mr. Chief Minister, it is difficult on an occasion 
like this for me to speak anything in reply to the very kind felicitations 
which you and Mr, Goswami have addressed to me. I consider myself 
as a humble servant of this House, and while serving in this House 
1 have always felt that there is the map of India in which this province 
looms large. I feel it is the duty and function of all of us to work 
in such a way that when we shall be called upon to explain oqi* conduct 
in future days, we shall be able to say that we have done our best in 
all sincerity and honesty of conviction. It is not possible for me to 
say anything more at this stage beyond sa3nng how deeply I feel yom^ 
kind felicitations. I can assure you and every section of Hie House, 
that the interests of the House are always uppermost in my mind mid 
I iM^ve done, and I hope to do, my duties in the firm conviction Hial 
«#fe»y act of oUrs is making history of the future. 
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OMuaiy i rrrr 

Mlii SPEAKER: Ladiet) and geiitlemi^n, before tbe proceedings 
commence, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of Mr. F. H. 
French, a past member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, and Khan 
Bahadur Malitabuddin Ahmed, a sitting member of this Assembly, and 
in that conuetdion also to reter to the death of one not directly connected 
with this House, but one who was greatly res|)onsil)le in giving shape to 
this House and to the elet*torates outside, I mean the Marquess of 
Lotliian. 

Mr. French was a ineniWr of the Bengal Legislative Assembly from 
20th April, lOdO, to 20th N«>voiiiber, 1940, ivpresenting the Bengal 
r9iuiiil»er of ('ominen e constituency. 

Khan Bahadur Mahtahuddin Ahmed was deeded a member of the 
Assemhly since the inauguration of the Reforms, and you know very 
well how helpful his advices were. 

The services of Tjord Ijothiun who was an Ambassador in 
America are now records in history. To mo his death has l)een a 
great personal shock, for the fact that I was his colleague in the 
Franchise Committee, and I do reineml)er the words which often fell 
from his lips testifying to the faith which he had in the future of this 
country. His death at this juncture is a great loss U> this country and 
to the Fiinpire, and the death of the other memlwrs is a great loss to this 
House, 

I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will kindly rise in your seaU 
as a mark of respect and sorrow. 

(All the members in the House rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 


Pantl of Clitirfiiiii. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate tbe following 
members of the Assembly to form a Panel of Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

(2) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(3) Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, and 

(4) Mr. Faalur Rahman, of Dacca. 

UaleM otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order adll preside over the deliherationi of this AiSiltibly 
in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaher. 

We will noir take up the questions. 
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STARRED OMESnONS 

(to wUdi oiml anfwort were ghren) 

4ifti Reetriotioii Miiniii 

«1. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Minieter in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Governments of Bihar and 
Assam have refused to co-operate with the Government of Bengal in 
its Jute Restriction Scheme? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what further step the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan, Minister in charge of the Agriculture and 

Industries Department): (a) No. The (iovenunents of Assam and 
Bihar have pointed out that they are not in a position to enforce 
regulation of the 1941 crop by the same methods as is l>eing adopted 
in Bengal. Besides the lack of suitable legislation, there are other 
difficulties which make it impracticable for them to control the 1941 
crop in the same way as Bengal is doing. The Government of Bihar 
have assured this Government that they will take steps to prevent any 
increase of acreage in Bihar this year. The Government of Assam 
have asked for certain financial assistance to enable them to n^gulate 
the 1942 crop by tlie methods employed in Bengal and an agreement 
with this Government is at present under their consideration. 

I am quite sure that both these Governments will do all they can 
to co-operate with us at least to the extent of discouraging any increase 
in the acreage under jute in their provinces this year. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. EYED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that both the Governments of Bihar 
and Assam have not agreed to decrease the acreage under any circum- 
stances? 

r 

TN Hdfi^a llr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir; that is not a 
fact. 


MmIvI ABU HOtEAlN 8 ARKARS Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the State of Gooch Behar this year a larger 
amount of jute is being grown than in previous years? « 



lMi| QUESTIONS. t 

! 

: trSAKER: Does Gooch Behar belong to Bihar or Aisainf 

Tho question does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HASHEMY: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state irhether it is a fact that the Goyemment of Bengal 
have agreed to render financial assistance to the Government of Assam 
for not increasing the acreage of their jute cultivation? 

TN Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWABDYs Yes, Sir, we have, and 

the honourable member will see in the last part of (a) of my reply that 
an agreement with the Government of Assam is under the consideration 
of this Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon'bls 

Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the agreement which 
at the present moment is under consideration lietween this Government 
and the Government of Assam? 

The Mr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: I do not know whether 

I should he wiw^ in divulging Ihe terms of the agreement which are 
still under consideration, hut it is certainly intended to control jute 
sowings; in the first instance, it is for the purpose of a proper survey 
to be undertaken and thereafter the control will be given effect to. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister lie pleased to state whether this agreement contains points 
only about restriction or also about control by providing facilities for 
marketing, price and other means of restriction as may be reasonable 
and profitable for them? 

TtM HOfinHa Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS I do not think our agree- 
ment with the Assam Government will go so far as to interfere with 
their internal affairs. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoii’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether Government is considering the * 
advisability of undertaking an agreement on a more cximprehensive 
scale including other points on which alone there can be a solid basis 
of agreement of a lasting character? 

Mf. 8EEAKER: That question does not anse. 

Mr. 8YEO MLALUDOIN HA8MEMY: With regard to the 

expression **lack of suitable legislatton^’ in reply (a), what are the 
difficulties which stand in the way of the Governments of Bihar and 
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A§mm in rettrietmg the acreage under jute cultivation there P- tyWani 
to know^ beeidee lack of suitable legislation, what are the other diffi- 
culties P 


mm Mr. H. 8. tUHIIAWAilDY: The difficalties an 

many; I think one difficulty which will strike any person is that there 
is no registration of jute lands or sowings. 


Maulvf ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is contemplating to enter into 
agreements with such other Governments as those of Cooch Behar, Hill 
Tippera and Orissa in order to stop the excess cultivation of jute there? 


TheHoil’bleMr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 1 do not think 
that our imagination has wandered as far as that. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in fixing or restricting the cultivation of jute 
Government took the productions wliich are made in Cooch Behar and 
Agartaln into consideration? 

Maulvl ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: May I have your permission, 
Sir, to ask one more question.^ It is whether the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge, us he himself has just said, is lacking in imagination Y 

rtm Hon’blc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; My only answer, as in 
the reply to the next question, is, no. 


Loan for fMirohaso of Juto. 

*2. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether with reference to the Jute Kestriction Scheme 
application was made by the Bengal Government to the Central Gov- 
ernment seeking permission to incur a loan of fifteen crores of rupees 
lor purchase of juteP 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaseji to state what has hap()ened to that application? 

Ttio HonlMo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on MiMf of tlio Hon’Mo 
Mr. TomiiuMn (a) No. 

(6) Boos not arise. 



QutsfntMfs. 


It 


• Miy NIHAREIUIU OUTTA MAZUMOARl WiU «l» Hon'bl* 
Xinuttr be pleeaed to state wbetber tbe representatiTee of Uw OoTom* 
molt of Bengal did make any representations about securing funds for 
better marketing of and for providing better prices for juteP 


Mr.mAKERl That is a aubsiantive question^ and I cannot allow 


it. 


Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDARs But here, Sir, the 
question refers to 


Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot argue on the point, but if you want 
to put another supplement a rv question, you can do so. 


Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’blc 

Minister be pleased to state what representations were made by the 
Government of Bengal at this meeting? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think that any- 
body can refer to that meeting in connection with the present question. 


Restriction of Juto oultivation. 

*8. Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will tbe Eon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether it is u fact that the Oovernment have decided 
to limit the production of jute next year to one-third of that of this 
year? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afhrmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) on what basis this dei'ision was made; 

(it) what was the amount of surplus of jute brought over from last 
year (1939-40); and 

(in) Ilshat is the amount of production and prolmble sale of jute this 
year? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that if the pro- 
posal of restriction to one-third be given effect to, what according to 
the presmit estimate of the Government, will be the total amount of 
jnte in the market next year? 
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Tilt Htii^lt Mr. H. t. tUHRAWARDY (on MiMf of Rit llon%io 
Mr. TamlllNMin ICIltn)l (a) Xts. The Notification making this 
declaration as required by the Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 1940, was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 26th September, 1940. 

(6) (i) This decision was made after* considering the advice of the 
Advisory Board constituted under section 8 of thd Bengal Jute Regula- 
tion Act, 1940. 

(m) The stocks carried forward at the commencement of the current 
season, i,e., the 30th June, 1940, were estimated at about 23 lakhs of 
bales or 115 lakhs of maunds. 


(Hi) The production of raw jute this season was estimated in the 
final forecast at 126 *6 lakhs of bales but Government believe that the 
actual outturn is unlikely to exceed 120 lakhs of bales. 

It is very difficult to give a figure for actual sale of raw jute but 
for purposes of their regulation policy, Government have adopted the 
figure for probable consumption of raw jute which was suggested by the 
Advisory Board, namely, ^1 lakhs of bales. 

(c) Our present estimate is about 88 lakhs of bales, including the 
surplus likely to be carried forward to next season. 


Mr. SHAHEOALIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether they took into consideration section 3, sub-section (2) of the 
Jute Regulation Act, namely, to exclude the area where nothing but 
jute grows? 

Tht Hoil*bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Everything has been 
brought into operation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: My question is whether the Hon’ble Minister 
took into consideration section 3, sub-section (2) of the Jute Regulation 
Act, t.e., to exclude the area where nothing but jute grows, especially 
char land? 

Tht Hon’biu Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not follow. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: My question is this. Under the Jute 
Regulation Act, there is provision to survey those lands wliere jute 
and nothing butljute grows, t.e., in the rivers Meghna and Padma 
where there are char lands and where nothing but jute can be grown 
and there is no substitute crop and for that section 3, sub-section (2) 
of the Jute Regulation Act was inserted. Now 1 am putting a quee- 
iiott to the Hon’ble Minister whether he took this into consideratioii 
while he wanted to restrict jute in the province of Ben^pal. 



mil . QUISWOBTS. • 

-lir./traAKI1l: It ia extremely doubtful if the question wMee. 
Anyway, the Hon’ble Minister may answer if he likes. 

The HwHite Mr. H. t. tOHRAWARDY: I believe that the whole 

Aot has been brought into operation and if the whole Aot has been 
brought into operation the various sub-sections have also been brought 
into operation. 

Mr. tHAHfOALIl WiU the Hon'ble Minister bo pleased to state 
whether there was a survey under section 3, sub-section (2), and whether 
in the remarks column there is any mention in the negative way 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now you are coming to a question which doea 
not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir» it arises in this way 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever may be the way, I am quite definite 
that this question does not arise. 

Reoommendttiotis of the Chaukidari Inquiry Oommittee. 

*4. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether he is considering the desirability of giving effect to the recom- 
znendations of the Chaukidari Inquiry' Committee? 

(6) If so, when? 

MINISTER in Miarga of tha HOME DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’blo 
Klniraja Sir Naiiminidin): (a) Tea. 

(h) As soon as the recommendations have been fully considered. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Will the Mon’bte Minister 
be pleased to state when Government received the report of this 
committee F 

Tha Hon*lila Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOINt I believe, about 3 or 4 
months ago. It may be more. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALt Will the Hon’ble MinistiMr 
bo pleased to state what has been the tecommendaiion of the compitttee 
wiUi regard to the question as to whether Goremnient should relief# 
the union boards of the cost of ohankidarsP 



Hi NMWt Kiiwiia Sir NAZiMWOlN: I wiU aak ika hm^nxMe 
member to wait till the report is published. 

Mr. OHARU OHAMDRA ROYf Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Government will be ready to distribute copies of 
tlie report to the members of this House P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As soon os the report 
is published, copies will be supplied to honourable members. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that on account of non-suppliance of the Chaukidari Enquiry Com- 
mittee’s Report by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Govern- 
ment) the work of the Select (kimiiiittee on the Rill of Maulvi Muhammad 
Israil is not being proceeded with? 

The Hon'bte Khwaja fir NAZIMUODIN: It is possible. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this report has been printed by (lovornment 
as yetP 

Tlia Hoti’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Siiue the report was sub- 
mitted in July last, what is the diiiiculty of Government in circulating 
copies of the rejiort P 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: It is no use publishing 
the report without G(»veriiineiit coining to a decision on it, and there- 
fore as soon as Government comes to a decision, the report and the 
Government decision will be published simultaneously. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleasetl to state how the decision of Government will suffer if copies 
of the report are circulated to the members beforehand? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He does not say that the Government* decision 
will suffer. He that it is a question of convenience. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: WUl the Hon’ble Minister bo 
ploased to state whether it is a fact that, not to speak of reducing tko 
duwgoa, the chaukidari charges in the present union boards bndgol 
have gone further upP 
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HiifPEAKER; That question does not ariae. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 would draw your attention 
to the fact that recommendations were ma<le to reduc e 


Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever may be the nature of the recommenda- 
tions, the question is whether they are available to the members. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: This is one of the items of 
recomm eii da tiou h . 

Mr. SPEAKER: How do you know^^ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I know it, Sir. (Lauf:rhter.) 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’Me Minister be 
pleased to state the ]>rol)able <lale by which the recommendations 
might be fully considered bv Government ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already answered that 
question. 


Religious instniotion in Palma Cum Training Soliool. 

•5. Mauivi MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Will the Hon^le Minister 
in charge of the E<lucatiou Department lie ideased to state whether 
under the new syllabus of 194(t ‘‘religious instruction” is a compul- 
sory subject for Guru Training Schools ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he 
received any telegram from — 

(1) Muslim I^eague, Pabna, and 

(2) Anjuman-i-lslamia, Pabna, 

requesting him for posting a Muslim teacher as Head Master of the 
^abna Quru Training School? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that majority of Guru student# 
of tke said school are Muslims? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the afiirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he has taken for imparting 
laiigious instrucUons to Muslim Guru students of Pabna Gum 
Training School? 
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MINItTER In oliirgn of tilt EDUCATION DCMIlTliEfiT Olit 
Htnlift Mr. A. K. Faiitfl HihO: (a) and (c) Tes. 

(h) No. 

(d) There is a Muslim teacher on the staff of the school who 
imparts religious instruction to Muslim Guru students. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what arrangement has been made for the Hindu students 
to get religious instruction in the schools? 

The Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The majority of the 
teachers are Hindus and the Hindu students are at liberty to take any 
instruction they like. 


Means of road oommunioetion between Arambaglh and Calcutta. 

*6. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware that in the rainy season it requires about 48 hours to reach Aram- 
bagh from Calcutta though the straight distance from Calcutta to Aram- 
bagh is about 40 miles? 

(6) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister Iw pleased to state what stejis the Government contemplate 
taking for the improvement of the communication facility to Araml>agh? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hcn’blo Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Coosini> 

bazar); (a) I am informed that it takes about 24 hours to reach Aram- 
bagh from Calcutta during the rainy season. 

^ (h) There is already railway communication between Calcutta and 
Champadanga, a railway station 13 miles off from Arambagh. The 
question of construction of an all-weather road between Champadanga 
and Arambagh was recently examined but it was dropped as it was 
found that the road would be useless unless it was so highly embanked 
as to be a danger to the country higher up which would be exposed to 
floods in consequence^ and the cost would be prohibitive if adequate 
waterways to guard against this contingency were provided for. 


, Enquiry into Daoot Mail diiaitor. 

n. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA SANERdCE: (a) WiU the Hoa'blo 

Miuister in charge of the Communications and Works Department bo 
pleased to state whether this Government proposed to the Central Got* 
omntont to hold a Magisterial enquiry into the Dacca Mail IHsastor 
which took place on the 5th August, lfl40? 
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(b) # 0 , will the Hon'hie Minister be pleased to state what was 
the result of that proposal P 

(c) 11 no such proposal was made, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any enquiry was held as regards the disaster; 

(ti) if so, by whom, when and with what result; and 

(tit) whether the assistance of the Bengal Government was sought 
in any way at the time of the enquiry? 

(e) If the answer to (d) (tti) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state in what shape the assistance was given? 

(/) Have the Government been supplied with a copy of the report 
of the enquiry? 

(g) If so, will the Hon’blc* Minister be pleased to lay it on the 
Library table? 


Th« Hon’Me Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cotaimbaian 

(a) No. 

(h) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) I was awaiting the result of the investigation undertaken by 
the Senior Government Inspector of Railways. The report since sub- 
mitted by that officer, which is based on very elaborate and careful 
investigations, makes it clear that the accident was due to sabotage, 
and therefore no Magisterial enquiry is considered necessary. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(it) By the Senior Government Inspector of Railways who started 
his enquiry soon after the accident with the result as stated at (o) above, 
(tit) No. 
if) Yes. 

(ff) A copy is placed on the Libray table. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CCNl Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there is a considerable volume of 
feeling in the country that the investigation by the Senior Government 
Inspector of Railways has not been conducted in a proper way and the 
findings have not been correct? 

Tilt NMWt MfSDHANDNA NANDY, tf 

Ho, Sir. 1 l|pve no information. 
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t4iok fH nmni of botwoon BfiodirgiiiJ amt TariMm vi» 

Suretwar during dry t aa t o n , 

Mfa MDf ABUL FAZLs (a) 1 b the Hon*ble Minister in charge 
of the CommnnicationB and Works Department aware— 

(i) that the inhabitants of Gosairhat, Bhedarganj, Naria, Janjira 
and Palong thanas of FaridjTur district are being incon- 
venienced for want of |)(roi)er communication during the dry 
season between Bhedarganj and Tarpasa via Sureswar; 

(n) that the India General Navigation and Rivers Steam Navigation 
Companies make no arrangement for plying any steam vessel 
during the dry season between the said places; and 

(til) that Sureswar Nala'is sufficiently deep for the plying of 
steamers during the dry season ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what steiis the Government contemplate taking 
ill the matter ? 

Tho Hon'blo Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaiar: 

(a) (t) and (ii) Yes. 

(m) and (b) My information is that due to channel difficulties it is 
not possible to run the steamer service in the dry season between Bhedar- 
ganj and Tarpasa via Suresw'ar and that in previous years when the 
service was in existence, it had to be closed owing to lack of support 
from the travelling public, losses of the Steamer Company in this con- 
nection being heavy. 

Hr* MD« ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps Government intend to take about the difficulties of the 
travelling public of that locality P 

Thg Hon'bls Mahtrtja 8RI8GHANDRA NANDY, of Cosslmbaiart 

I think that the only solution will be the plying of country boats. 

Oommittaa for inquiry into tho rights ami priviligsa of non-agrioiiitiirii 

tonants. 

«8. Maulvl . MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will ^e Hon’bla 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department pleased to state — 

(f) the date when the Committee for enquiry into the rights and 
privilegM of non-agrioultural tananta has been aiqmiiiM; 

(ft) the number of sittings of that Committee with datee; 
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(ttf) the date vhen tbe Committee is expected to aubmit ite 'final 
report ; and 

(ttr) the reason for the delay in the submission of the report ol this 
Conunittee ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the public are anxious for 
this report? 

(c) What steps are the Government projwsingr to take for expediting 
the submission of the rejxirt of this ('ommitteeP 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy PramI Singh Roy): n) ist Auku^i, um, 

(it) 15 sittings ; the dates are as follows : — 

18th August, 1938; 20th August, 1938; 9th Alsroh, 1939; 17th 
March, 1939; 24th March, 1939; Ist May, 1939; 2()th August, 
1939; 9th April, 1940; 4th May, 1940;' 1st June. 1940; lOlh 
July, 1940; Olst August, 1940; 26th October, 1940; 16th 
November, 1940; 23rd November, 1940. 

(if/) The Committee hope to present their report by the end of 
February, 1941. 

(fV) Government are not in a jwsition to control the deiilieialioiis 
of such committees with which various factors interfere, in particular 
the session of this House. Government understand that the time 
which the Committee is taking is mainly due to the intricacy of the 
problem referred to it. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Vide answer to (a) (iv) above. 

Mr.SHAHEDALI: It appears from the list that there was only one 
sitting on each occasion and not more than that. Will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for not sitting twice 
on each occasion on two consecutive days? 

The Hoil*blt Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROYx The meetings 
are held according to the conrenience of the members concerned and, 
as I have stated here, it is not possible for Government to regulate the 
aittingB ot the committee. Probably they wanted certain information 
and without thoee information it was useless for tbe committee to 
meet again# So the meetings had to be adjourned $tn$ die. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MANMOOOS Wm the Bon’ble Minister be 
ideated to state whether Goremment fixed any ttme*lunit to submit the 
r^ort when ^e committee was appomtedf 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD ItRAIL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any sitting of the oommittee after 
23rd November, 1940, and, if so, how many? 


The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Oofitributioii by the Covemmeiit of Bengal tonrardi the proeeeiitien 
of the war or defenoe of India. 

•10. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government of Bengal have contributed or intend to contribute any 
sum out of provincial revenues towards the prosecution of the war or 
the defence of India? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the amount so contributed or proposed to be contributed; 

(ti) what are the circumstances under which the said contribution 
has been or is being proposed to be made; and 

(m) whether the Government contemplate obtaining the sanction 
of the Legislature for such contribution before it is actually 
paid out? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) The Government of Bengal have 
not contributed nor are they at present considering any proposal to 
contribute any sum out of provincial revenues towards the prosecution 
of the war or the defenoe of India. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Nimiber of Sohadiied Casta m ember s on the Oistiiot Soheot Bomdib 

nt. Bdbn SYAMA PROSAD BARMANi Will the Hoa’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the name of the districts where District School Boards have been 
established ; and 4 

(fc) the number of (1) elected, and (2) appointed. Schedule Caste 
members in each Boardf 



QUESTIONS. If 

-lit ItaiMH* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. A ■tetement is laid on th» 

teUA 


Staimmt rrfemd to intiU r^y toiUKmdgmtiwti No. 11, showing StMvkd 
C(uk memborahip of Di^riet School Boardi. 


Names of the districts in which District 
School Boards have be^ established. 


Number of Scheduled 
Caste members in each 
Board. 


Elected. Appointed. 


1. 

Mymentin^ 

Nil 

NU 

2. 

Birbhum 

Nil 

NU 

3. 

Pabna 

Nil 

NU 

4. 

Bogra 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

D&iajpur 

Nil 

1 

6 . 

Chittagong 

Nil 

NU 

7. 

Noakhali 

NU 

NU 

8 . 

Dacca 

Nil 

1 

0 . 

Nadia 

NU 

1 

10. 

Murshidabad 

NU 

NU 

11. 

Rangpur 

1 

1 

12. 

Jalpaiguri 

1 

1 

13. 

Tippera 

NU 

1 

14. 

Faridpur 

1 

1 

16. 

Howrah 

NU 

Nil 

16. 

24-Pargaaas 

1 

1 

17. 

Bakaiganj 

. . The Board has not yet been 
constituted. 


BgbM MADHUtUDAN SARKIR: Will the Hon'bla Xiniiter be 
pleased to state the reasons why no Scheduled Caste members wete 
appointed in the case of Mymensingh, Birbhum, Pabna, Bogra and 
•Howrah District School Boards f 


The Heo’lile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Efforts have always been 
made to apjpoint, bnt tWe have been so many oodboUng intmeis to 
adjust. 1 Om moving an amendment of the Primary Education Act to 
eaaUe me to Cippoint myfo members. I expect that the amendmont 
will go through quickly, and when I get those powers, Scheduled Caste 
members will be appointed in larger numbers. 

3 
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M2. MMilvi ABDUL LATIP BISWASs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Miniftter in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether OoTemment haye taken any decision in modihcation of the 
rule of retirement of the Oovemment officers front service in view of 
the resolution passed in the Assembly for compulsory retirement of the 
(Government servants after 26 years* service? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what decision Government have taken 
regarding the matter? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of taking any decision in the matter? ^ 

(d) If so, when? 


The HotflUg Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The matter is still under 
consideration. 

Mr. iYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the approximate time which the Government want 
for the consideration of the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I have never been able 
to give an approximate time. 

Mr. tYEO dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise to a point of order, 
Sir, I want to eompel 

Mr. SPEAKER I I am afraid there is no power either in me or in 
you by which you can compel a Minister to give the time. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYs If I get the majority, 1 
have got the right. 

Mr. SPEAKERS What is your question? 

Mr. SYBD dALALUDDIN HASHBMYt My question is, **Wm 
the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state the approximate time when 
Govemnient can finish their deliberation on this matter? 
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’ Mk tKAKERs He cannot say. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYl Let him say three 
months, four months, one year or three years. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; he suid, he cannot say that. 

Arrest and subeequent releaos of Htji Abdul QuMlir. 

M3. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home De^Mirtment aware that one Huji Abdul Quodir 
was arrested some time ago ]>y the Narayanganj Police, and taken into 
custody? 

(6) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleiised to state— 

(i) under whose orders ; 

{it) for what offence ; and 

(ut) under what law? 

(c) Was any wamint issued against him? If so, by whom? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether he was 
subsequently released ? 

(e) If so, (i) on what grounds; and (ii) under whose orders? 

if) Have the Government examinv<l the evidence, the facts and 
circumstances against him ujwu whith his arrest and detention were 
on iered ? 

(g) If so, what action, if any, do the Government intend to take 
against the said Abdul Quadir? 

(A) If no action is projswed to be taken, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate giving him 
any compensation for his arrest and detentimi? 

Tbt MnlMb Khm/B Sir NAZIMtiOOINs (a), (d) and (/) Yes. 

(b) Under the orders of the District Magistrate as he brought him- 
’ self within* the mischief of rule 129 of the Defence ol India Buies. 

(c) No warrant is required under that rule and none was issued. 

(e) He ^as released under orders of Government as it was not 
considered that his furth^ detention was necessary. 

(g) None. 

(h) No. 



m 


Qvmtiom, 


[dw Fism 


Mr* ATUL OHANDRA UNt With referoiioe to wwor (h)^ will 
the Hon’ble Minieter be pleased to state the exact nature of the aotiyities 
that brought the Maulvi within the mischief of rule 129 of the Defence 
of India Buies P 

Tht Hon’IMe Klnvaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: WiU the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this Maulvi was arrested in connection with what was known 
as Murapara Mosque Trouble? 

The Hon'bli Kfiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the particular date when he was arrested and the sub- 
sequent date when he was released? 

The Hofl’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: How long was the Haji 
Sahib kept under detention? 

Tha Hoii’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: About 10 or 12 days: 

may be less. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Chief Minister sent a telegram from his health 
resort at Chunar urging the release of the Maulvi? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL ICRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what new situation prevailed within a period of 12 
days that the release of that Maulvi was considered necessary in the 
opinion of the Government? 

Tht Hwi*blt Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN} For example, the 
atmosphere in that area might have been so calm that there was no 
necessity for further detention. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the District Magistrate and 
the Subdiviaional Officer reported that the Maulvi was responsiUe lor 
inditing oommniial lAfllinir in thnnA InnAlitiM nnii inniHnn* tli* 
to riot? 



iMlp" QOTSTKm SI 

Tlli llwIritKiNniiatirllAZ^ I m not nnn of «bBt. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA Sint Wi)] th« Hob’U* Kinutn b* plMtaad 

to state whether he is aware that daily meetings are held where peeiple 
are asked to defy the GoTemmInt ban and enter the mosque ky force P 

The Hon’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINi Evidently nothing has 
happened to give effect to these meetings. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this Maulvi was present on the 26th August, the very day on which 
the people were trying to enter the mosque by force? 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not correct. 

Arrait af Babu Biswanath Mukhafjaa af SahiaiagBr, Banitim. 

M4. SHJiit ASHUTOSH MULLIOK: (a) Will the Hon*ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Babu Biswanath Mttkherjee of Patuasagar, district 
Bankura, was arrested about two and a half months ago at his village? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affiimintive, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the charge on which he was arrested? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) where the said Babu Biswanath Mukherjee is at present detained; 
and 

(ii) what is tbe present state of his health? 

Tho Hon’bie Khwiyt Sir NAZIMUDDINi (a) Tes on the 2Sth June, 
1940. 

(b) Under rules 38 (i) (a) and (5) of the Defence of India Hules. 

(e) (t) He was released on bail on the 25th September, 1940. 

(«t) I have no information. 

Rrawlnoialtalioii of Rangpur-PMailibirl Roetf In Rwigpur itttlrlot 

Khm Btk mh n r BHAH AIDUB RAUPt (g) Will the Hon^ble 
Miiiister in charge of the Gommunioations and Works DepMrtment be 
pleased to qtate whether the Government contemplate to provindallje 
Baagpnr Distriot Board Road No. 9 (Bangpur-Palaahbari Road) ? 

<b) If so, when the woik b likely to be taken up by Government? 

(o> la tbe Bni'blt Miiiiatmr aware that tbe road is an important 
one? 
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(a) Tea, alter this project haa been completed. So far tbe approval of 
ike Government of India to improving tide road from ike Central Eoad 
Fond kae not been receivedL 

(h) The work cannot be taken until the scheme is approved by the 
Government of India. 

(c) Yes. 

Metlivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKARs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the proposal for the approval of the Government 
of India was submitted by the Government of Bengal ? 


The Hon’bie lithtraja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Coaaimbazar: 

I think during the last 12 months. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(ansufore to wUch were laid on the table) 

Oommitaionon of tlio NarayanganJ Munioipality. 

1. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the number of elected commissioners of the Narayanganj 
Municipality in the Dacca district; 

(u) since what year the Government sanctioned the present number 

of commissioners to be elected by the tax-payers of the 
Narayanganj Municipality; 

(m) the population of the Narayanganj Municipality at the time 
when the Government first sanctioned the present number 
of elected commissioners; 

(tv) the present population of the Narayanganj Munioipality; and 

(v) whether the Government consider the present number of elected 

oomniiiiaioners adequate to represent the present popidation 
of the Narayanganj Municipality? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister proposing to increase the number of 
eleoted commissioners to represent ike increased population of the said 
Munioipality? 
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(#)|WiU tlie Ho&’ble Minister be pleftsed to ley on the teble a 
* statanent showing the present number of — 

(1) elected, and 

(2) nominated, 

oommissioners of all the municipalities in Bengal with population below 
40,000 imd above 10,000 F 

MINISTER in ohargo of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tlia Hon’bla N|mb Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Daooa)s (a) (t) Eight. 

(u) 1,884. 

(m) 12,608. 

(tv) 34,189. 

(t;) The present number of elected commissioners does not appear to 
be adequate. 

But no complaint has been received from the municipal commissioners 
or the people of Nani.vangaiij about this inadequacy. 

(b) Government do not propose to take any action in the matter 
unless the municipal commissioners at a meeting pass a resolution in 
favour of an increase in their number under section 6 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1932. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Praduotiofi and prioa of Jute in MurNadMiid dlilrlot 

2. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALt (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately for the years 
1039 and 1940 with respect to the Murshidabad district — 

(i) the approximate outturn of jute; 

(ii) the total area of land on which jute was grown ; 

(m) the total sale of jute in the months October-November of 
• the said years ; and 

(wp) the average price of jute per maund in October*November of 
the said two yearsF 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps do the 
Government contemplate taking for securing a fair minimum price for 
juteF 
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m Hmm$ Mr. H. t. iUNRAWAIlOY (M MiMf «f iHt ttaYM 
Mr. TililillMMiii Klum): (a) A imerneni h laid on tlte table. 

(h) The whole question was discussed at the Conlerenorb^ in New 
Delhi on the 4th/5th December, 1940. The honourable member is 
referred to the Press Communique of the 19th December, 1940, which 
embodies aM the arrangements made, as a result of the Conlerenoe tc 
secure for the cultivator a fair price for his jute. 


SkUm€ntr^mtdtoimikeftplftoekm9e{a)cf um i m rredgv^^ No.9. 


Outturn of jute 
Area under jute 
Average pdoe during Ooto- 
ber-November (bottom 
quality). 


1989. 

1940. 

104,200 

114,000 bales. 

45,600 

60,000 acres. 

Rs. 8 

Rs. 3-12 per maund. 


No information is available r^arding total sales during October-November 
in 1939 or 1940. 


Impoiitiofi of the eduoatioii oess in Howrah district. 

B. Khan Bahadur 8. ABDUR RAUFS Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state what steps 
he proposes to take for the introduction of the education cess in the 
district of Howrah? 

The Hon^Mo Mr. A. K. PAU.UL HUQs The matter is still under 
my consideration. 

Khan BahidBr B* ABDUR RAUFs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he proposes to introduce this education cess 
next year? 

The Hen’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I hope to. 


Bx l o mmon t order undor the Dofonoo of India Rulii. 

» 

4. Dr. iURBBH OHANDRA BANERdBCs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) on how many persons in Bengal the extemment order under 
the Defence of India Buies has been served since their pro- 
mulgation ; 
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how rnmny of them have defied the order and eonrted impriaon- 
ment ; 

(m*) how many of those imprisoned have been put in Division 

how many in Division II and how many in Division III; 
and 

(iv) whether there is any restriction as reKards persons who can 
interview with such prisoners? 

(6) If the answer to (o) (iv) he in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are these restrictions? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINt (a) (t) Up to the end of 

October — 400. 

(it) 26. 

(m) Division I — Nil. 

Division II — 9. 

Division III — 9. 

(iv) Yes. 

(h) I am not prepared to give this information. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEEs Will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for which he is not prepared to give the 
information asked for in question (6)? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is parliamentary practice to give the 
reason in such cases. The Hon'ble Minister may say, am not 
prepared to give the information asked for in public interest." 

Tha Hon’bla Kbaraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, in pubUo 
interest. 

BaarBifig arrangamaiita for ftudoiita of Sakhawat Momorial QirliP High 
Eitglitb Sdiool. 

S» Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware that the girl students residing in the 
hostel of the Sakhawat Memorial High English School for Muslim 
Girls, Ci3cutta, are required to pay a charge of Rs.S per month for 
board even though they do not take their meals in the hostel for the 
period of a full calendar month? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be {deased to state whether he contemplates taking steps for the 
enmpHon of the girl students from paying the board charges for the 
days they do siot take their meals in the hostel in the month? 
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(e) Will the Hon'ble Miniater be pleaaed to state whether the g^l 
students of the said hostel are re(|tiired to-- 

(i) perform their prayers fire times daily; and 

(it) recite the holy Quran after the morning prayer every day? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative^ will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrange- 
ments have been made to look after the general health of the boarders? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
the weight of the Iwarders every week? 

TN Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) Boarders pay Rs.8 per head per mensem as hostel charges for 
the 12 months of the year against R8.12 paid by the Government, on 
account of capitation grant and free residence, medical attendance and 
medicine. The question of the exemption of boarders from payment 
of charges on account of absence from meals does not arise. 

(c) All Muslim girls above a certain age are enjoined to perform 
their prayers and to recite the holy Quran particularly in the morning. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) There is a medical oflScer to look after the health of the boarders, 

(/) The weight of the boarders is taken periodically. 


Floods in Midnoporo district 

8. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state with 
respect to the Midnapore district — 

(t) the places and areas which have been affected by the recent 
floods ; 

(u) the number of persons affected; and 
(ut) the extent of damages in respect of — 

(1) crops destroyed, 

(2) hou(!^ washed off or damaged, and 

(3) cattle destroyed and killed? 

(6) What relief, if any, have tbe Government given to the sSeotod 
persons? 
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tM Hmm§ Sir SIMY PRASAD tINOH ROYl (a)(i) Four 
Unibiis of Paiashpur, 12 TTuions of Bbagwanpur, 4 Uuions of Saboug 
and 6 Unions of Nandigram tbana compnsmg an area of 175 square 
miles approximately. 

(it) 150,000 approximately. 

(Hi) (1) Crops over an area of 50,000 acres have been damaged. 


(2) A considerable number of huts have been damaged but the exact 
figures are not available. 

(3) A few heads of cattle have been destroyed but the exact figures 
are not available. 

(b) A sum of Rs. 16,500 has been distributed as agricultural loans 
and 5,500 maunds of rice have l>een distributed as gratuitous rcdief. 


Parsons datainad undar Dafanoa of India Rulas and thair trial. 


7. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULIs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether all or majority of the persons arrested on the 13th, 

14th and 15th September, 1940, under the Defence of India 
Rules are Congress workers; 

(б) how long they shall have to remain in jail without any trial; 

and 

(c) whether any definite or specific charges have been framed 
against them? 


Tlia Hon’Ma Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) I have no informa- 
tion. 

(b) Until, in the opinion of Government circumstances render it 
expedient to release them. 

(c) No. 


Extammant onlar an Miss Kanak Das Gupta 

fL Mr. NltHITHA NATH KUNOUl (a) Will the Hon ble Minis- 
ter in chmige of the Home D^xutme&t be pleased to state whether 
ordm have been passed on Miss Kanak Das Gupta exteming her fnnn 
Caioutta, Baiisal and three other districts? 

(5) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
tbemfbrP - 
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(«) Is it a fact tliat she is ol tender a|;e at whieh gills nsnaify liVe 
Wider tlie care of guardiaiisf 

(d) Have the Govenunent granted any maintenance allairanoe for 
herf 

(e) If so, what is the amount of the allowance? 

(/) Will the HonHble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) where do her parents and guardians live at present; and 

(it) where is the usual place of residence of her family? 

The Hofi’Me KHvsida Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) For her subversive activities. 

(c) She is about 21 years. 

(i) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) Jessore. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to what were the 
specific activities that were being carried on by Miss Eanak Das Gupta 
which the Hon’ble Minister has characterised as subversive activities 
warranting her detention under the Defence of India Act? 

Tht Hail’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no detention 
as far as I can see. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 am sorry. It is a 
case ol extemment. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what specific activities she was carrying on which the Hon’ble Minister 
has characterised as subversive activities? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he supplied this answer as con* 
tained in (6) subversive activities” without knowing sufficiently 
as to what activities justified the extemment order passed on her? 

Tfli Hor^ KlNiaJa iir NAZIMUDDIN: The extemnkent order 
was paced on the reoommendations of the District Officer, fiovmmsieiit 
accepted thoae recommendations. 
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tel MINAHeilOU DUTTA MAEtlilllARl WiU tlM Hoa^bie 
Miiti«ler be pleased to state since this question was tabled whether 
Ooiwrument tried to ascertain the nature of the activities on the basis 
of which such an order was passed on her? 

The Non’hle KUmJe Sir NAZIMUDOINs My approval must have 
been taken, but 1 donH remember exactly the nature of those activities. 
That is why I ask for notioe. 

Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDARs My question has not 
been answered. Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea^ to state whether 
before giving his approval to this order being passed on a young girl, 
he actually ascertained the nature of the activities to consider whether 
the approval would be justifiably given or should have been withheld. 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDINs There is no doubt about 
it that approval was given after full consideration, and I considered it 
necessary. 1 ask for notice because those facts are not in my possession 
at the present time. 


Pay and proapaet ol tha infarlor Coaefnmant lanranti. 

S. Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN l (a) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. 41 of the 19th July, 1940, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Special Officer has submitted his report yetP 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate 
circulating the report of the Special Officer with his recommendations 
to the members of this House? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Ministm* 
be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in submitting the report? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Govern- 
ment expect to come to a final decision in the matUw? 

The Hen’hle Mr. H. B. BUHRAWARDYs (a) The report was 
received on ^e 90th November, 1940. 

. (h) The question will be oonsidered in due course. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Without undue delay. 
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to. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) With veimme ta ilie 
r«ply given to starred question No. 41 of the 10th July last, ^nll the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Special Officer has submitted his recommendatibas 
as yet P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmatire, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the desir* 
ability of circulating to the members of this House the report of the 
Special Officer with his recommendations P 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) when the report is likely to be submitted; and 

(u) the reasons for the delay in the submission of the said report? 

The HOfi’Ue Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y; The honourable meml)ei 
is referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 9 of the 
3rd February, 1941. 

Dr. iURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: With reference to answer 
(6), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what does he mean 
by *‘due course” P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I mean that the report 
is taking its due course. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: How long will it take? 
It is already four mouths over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The calculation shows two 
months. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give us some idea as to the time it will take — four, five 
or six months or the whole of the year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not able to give any 
idea. 


Attendanoo^of m e m b ere imder detention or eonviotion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Ui Sir, before you take up the 
regular business of the House, may I just enquire what steps have 
been taken in order to secure the attendance of those members who 
have been detained or oonvioted und^ the Defence of^India Rules? 
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tamnd yon, Sir, iiiat during tke last wmon you were pleated to 
.Jiold ottt hopes, if I may put it in that way, that atepe would be taken 
in ooneultation with the Hon’ble the Home Minister to secure the 
attdkdanoe of those members who hare been either detained or impri- 
soned and cannot ordinarily attend the session of the House f As we 
are to-day meeting for the first time this session, 1 would ask you to 
take steps so that the unanimous recommendation of the Privilege Com- 
mittee to that effect might be given effect to. 

Mr. SPEAKERS 1 do not exactly remember the words 1 used then, 
but I hope in the course of a day or two 1 will be able to go through 
the report of the Privilege Committee and then 1 will be able to tell 
you by the end of this w^eek vrhat is going to take place. With 
regard to the Privilege Bill it might take its own course. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 am asking you with regard 
to the definite steps to secure the attendance of ihene members even 
before the Privilege Bill is taken up. 

Tht Hon^blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, may I draw your 
attention to the fact that as far as I remember the Privilege Committee 
definitely recognised that ibis was not a question of privilege; they 
only made a recommendation and it was only a question of convention. 
Therefore I want to make it clear that this is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 feel that though there is the report of the Privi- 
lege Committee, the House had no op|)ortunity to discuss that question 
and come to a decision on the matter. It is at best the report of the 
Privilege Committee, and last time 1 said that a day should be fixed 
for its discussion. I wrote to Government to fix a date for that pur- 
pose. If that report is accepted by Government, then it will be for 
the Government to establish a convention. If that is not accepted, 
the House will have an opportunity to pass its verdict on it. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA S That report was unanimous 
and the Hon’hle Minister was also a member of that committee. 

HMm of mmm&mmiU regwRiii Bills. 

Mr. KIRAN CANKAR ROYl Sir, may I he permitted to refer to 
aaoUiar poiptP It is about tke manner of giving notices regarding the 
BBla whiok we are considering during this session and tke time given 
to us for sending our amendments. You aie aware, Sir, that only ten 
days are given to us to send onr amendments; ibis time we did not 

noUeee of mne of these Bills, especially the Bengal Motor Spirit 
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Mm TftXAtion Bill and ilie Bengal Finance (Salee lax) Bill till the 
21it. Amendmenta had to he sent by the 24th. That ineane that it 
gave us only three days to read these Bills and consult men who know 
these Bills before we could send the amendments. And there is 
another matter. You will find. Sir, that sometimes more than one 
Bill, say three or four Bills, are put up for discussion on one day, 
and eTerybody knows that it is impossible to study the Bills in that 
short time. Sir, I will make no insinuation, but it almost seems that 
Government do not intend that any amendments be moved to these 
Bills. Sir, I hope you will take these things into consideration and 
relax the rules and admit such amendments which have been sent 
within reasonable time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, 1 have been and 1 want to be 
as lenient as possible, but I do find that there are certain things which 
ought to be changed. I am preparing a note for the Government as to 
the lines on which the legislative procedure should be adopted. For 
the time being I am administering the rules leniently, and I am quite 
prepared to accept amendments at short notice. As a matter of fact, 
I have admitted late amendments both on the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales 
Taxation Bill and the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill not only for the 
reason that these are the first Bills of the session, but also because 
the members have not perhaps been attuned to the requirements of 
the Legislature and were not in time to send in notices of amendments. 
I therefore propose to accept the short notice amendments which have 
been tabled till to-day, but 1 do not think 1 could do anything more 
than what has already been done, unless there are special reasons to 
the contrary. The rules provide that if on the floor of this House a 
discussion arises, it is open to the Speaker to accept an amendment 
on the spot. Subject to that I am already taking steps in anticipa- 
tion of Mr. Boy^s contention, and therefore the amendments which 
have been tabled late by Bai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri and also by 
others, as soon at they are admitted, will be placed before the members. 

Dr. 8UREEH CHANDRA iANERJEE: Sir, you have already 
become lenient, and we wont you to extend the time by one day more. 

Mr. tPBAKER I 1 am sorry, that is not possible. 


L t tit r ^ Dig Onmitioii. 

KlMni MuMEr MUHAMMAD ALIl Sir, I want to know the leader 

of which party is to be known as the Leader d the Opposition. We 
me entitled to know Umt ns a question ot privilege. 

Mf« DFEAKERi Aak Mr. Danntv Smiaker and h« will mdIv to iL 
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Hit Calcutta MufiioiiMl (AmaiKlmiiit) Bill, 

Tlia Hon’bia Naandi Klmraja HABIBULLAH Bahatfur. of Oaooai 

Sir, I beg to present the ad interim report of the Select Committee oa 
the Caloutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

I beg also to move that the time for submimiion of the report of the 
Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be extended up to the 28th February, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


NON-OFFICiAL BILL. 

Tht Bengal Village Self-Covemment (Amemliiiint) BilU IMi, by 
Mauivi Muhammad lerail, M.L.A. 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Sir, I beg to pre'Jent the ad interim report of the Select Committee on 
the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Mauivi 
Muhammad Isruil, M.L.A. 

I beg also to move that the time for submission of the report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939, moved by Mauivi Muhammad Israil, M.L.A., l>e extended 
up to the 28th February, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Seeomlary Educetion Bill, 

The Hpn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I beg to present the 
ad interim report of tbe Select Committee on the Secondary Education 
Bill, 1940. 

Sir, 1 beg to move that the time for submiseion of tbe report of the 
Select Oomnuttee on the Secondary Education, Bill, 1940, he extended 
till the 15th April, 1941. ? 

The motioiiiiras then put and agreed to. 

4 " 
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The SeSiretary then gave the following information : — - 

Under rule 73 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules 
the following Bills passed by the Bengal Legislative Council were laid 
on the table: — 

(1) the Bengal Water-hyacinth Bill, and 

(2) The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief (Amendment) 

Bill. 

Copies of the Bills have already been supplied to the members. 


The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to present 
before the House the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941 . 

The Bengal Finanoe (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon'hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to present 
before the House the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Finanoe (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

Supplementary Statement of Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, 1 beg to present 
before the House the Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for the 
current year. The total covered by the estimate is Re. 1,67,19,000 
out of which Rs. 1,39,000 is charged; the balance is voted. The 
demands relate to certain items, two of wfiich, namely, the '^Interest 
Free Advances” and ‘'l^mns and Advances’* are outside the Revenue 
account. These two grants between them account for a total of 19| 
lakhe. Sixty lakhs out of this total amount is on account of loans to 
agriculturists, the bulk of which is short-term crop loans distributed 
properly through me agency of co-operative societies. These loans are 
repayable within^ a period of 12 months. The demand of lakhe 
under ”Grant No. 35” represents, essentially, an advance for the 
,purehac#of jute and will be adjusted in the course of the year as soon 
te ttEpenditure has been Imoked by Audit under the appropriate 
Ma^ue head ”40— Agriculture.” This advance does not therefore 
Involve any additional expen^iure, inasmuch as this expenditure to 
meet whioh^the advanoe was taken has already been adjust^ unde^the 
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head “Agriculture**. Under the Revenue heads, the largest single 
demand is under “Grant No, 23— Agriculture’* for which 55 lakhs 35 
thousand is required. This includes an expenditure of lakhs on 
the.purchhse of jute in June and July last with the object of maintain- 
ing an economic price level for the new crop in the current year, The 
policy underlying this will be dealt with more fully when the demand 
is hctually moved. The rest of the additional expenditure under 
“Agriculture** is due mainly to the registration of jute lands and the 
regulation and licensing of jute. Ancillary to this is the scheme lor 
making available to cultivators substitute crop see^ls which may be 
grown on areas released by the impending restriction of jute cultiva- 
tion, and it is proposed to secure a stock of seeds at a c*ost of 70 
thousand rupees in the current year. Much more will be required for 
the same purp»>Nc in the iMuning year. There are, moreover, charges in 
connection with an expert enquiry which is now in progress in regurtl 
to the Jute and Hessian Futures Markets. 

The next largest demand is on neeount of “(irayt No. 10 — Kdueation 
— General” where new money to the extent of (J lakhs 80 tlnmsand is 
required to implement the scheme of development of primary education. 

Under “Grant No. 10 — Police,” the demand is for 5 lakhs 82 
thou.sand rupees due mainly to extra staff to maintain law and order 
in the province. 

“Grant No lo —Jailn” <*onies next with a demand of 2 lakhs 16 
thousand rupees, M(»re than half of this is for the purchase of raw 
materials for jail manufactures which are now in great demand. ThU 
expenditure is consequently remunerative. The balance of the demand 
is on account of in< reased dietary charges owing to a ri.si* in the number 
of prisoners as well as in the price of fuod>grains. 

The demands under the remaining head.s are comparatively small. 
The reasons have been set forth in the Explanatory Meiiiuranduip and 
will be gone into more fully by the Hon’ble Ministers concerned when 
these demands are moved. 


Riporti gf tlM Publh Affoouiits O g m i iitto t. 

Tte Hftt’Mg Mr. H. S. tUHRAWAIIDYl Sir, in pniBoanee of 
rule 114 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rule*, I beg 
to present to the Assembly the Report of the Conunittea^on Public 
Auatuuits on ike Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts ^ .tkt 
Gowiiiiient of Ben^ for the year 1938-39 and ike Audit Beportii 
19 ^. 
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Demamlt for tlio oxooii otponiliUiro inourrod \m 1688-89. 

The Hotf’blo Mr. H. 6. 6UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to present to 
the Assembly the demand in respect of expenditure incurred in excess 
of the amounts voted by this Assembly in the year 1938-39. This 
excess occurred under two heads, namely, “15 — Other taxes and duties^ 
and “55 — Superannuation allowances and pensions. “ The reasons for 
these excesses have been set forth in Appendix 2 of the reports of the 
Public Accounts Committee just presented to the Assembly. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Thi Eottern Prontior Rifles (Bengal BatUlion Amendment) Bill, 1641. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHR AWARD Y: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, as reported by the 
Select (’oniinitte, be taken into consideration. 

1 will now briefly indicate the chief changes proposed by the Select 
Committee. 

The definition of motor spirit has been amended to exclude Diesel 
and any other heavy oils used as fuel for industrial machinery; the 
Select Committee thought that these should not be brought within the 
scope of a tax whose object is to provide funds to advance the construc- 
tion of new roads. 

Retail dealers have been relieved of the obligation to furnish security 
deposit and the Select Committee has removed the prohibition upon 
them in sub-clause ( 6 ) of clause 4 that no dealer in motor spirit could 
own public vehiclaa which ply for hire; wholesale dealers have been 
relieved from thlP obligation of reporting the amount of motor spirit 
received by them each month and of keeping sales and other books of 
accounts. By an amendment to clause 9(i) U is proposed that a 
dealer’s Imks and accounts can only be inspected at his busineas 
pltmises, and by new olanse 9A returns and all informatioii regarding 
the busineis of the dealer are to be kept oonEdmitial. New olanse 8A 
lays down the procedure to be followed in the cmae of death of a 
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in motor spirit or in cases where the dealer desires to timnsfer 
his bmiiness to any other person. Finally, by the addition of a new 
snln^aiise to clause 14 it will be necessary to obtain the previous sanction 
from the proper authority before instituting any prosecution. 


SPEAKERS I find that the anieudiuents which were given 
late notice of have not been circulated. I am taking steps to see that 
they are circulated. They have already Wen eyclostyled and when 
they are circulated they might be discussed cm their merits. In the 
meantime, I propose to finish the aiiiendmeiils of dilatory nature. 


Mf« P. BANERdlS Sir, I Wg to move by way of amendment that 
the Bill W recommitted tt» the same Select ("ommittcH* with instructions 
to submit their report by (lOth June. 1941. and that the quorum of the 
Select (<omniittoe W fixed at five. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has just pointed c»ut that he has made 
certain improvements in the Select Committee, but. Sir, from (be large 
number of ameudments given notice of by the ineinberM of the Kuropean 
Group and also by some other members on thi^ side, it appears that 
there are also many points or rather there is a greater m ope for improve- 
ment if this measure is referred back to Select ('ommittee. Sir. iti the 
original Bill tlu* Hon’ble Minister stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Keasons that the (jovernmerit wuntcsl mom*y not immediately but 
in the year Ht42. They can continue with the present capital up to 
J942, and this Bill is intended only for the construction of tlu^ new 
roads from 1942. From our experience we find that this is not such an 
urgent matter (hat it cannot wait. Although money was available in 
the year 1941 -.T2 and also 1947-48 — large amount of money no doubt - 
Government would not spend this dioih^v projierly and there was large 
accumulation. In the earlier part of the debate last session we pointed 
out that it was unfortunate that in this department large money was 
accumulated and that money was not spent for want of concrete* schemes. 
The Hon’ble Maharaja said “not now.” The .same question was raised 
last session. It was said tliat they would have a comprehensive scheme 
and by the year 1942 they will be .spending not at the rate of 18 lakhs, 
but 30 lakhs yearly. But from our experience, as I pointed out. of 
the conditions of several roads, we find that the improvement is not 
made in proper direction. When I speak in the Bndget Session, 1 shall 
Have sufficient time to refer to all this in detail, and then I shall be 
able to substantiate every word of what 1 have said. But now in the 
abort time at our disposal, let us look into the matter. 

Tbe only point that was discussed at the time of the introduction 
of tbe Bill was this: The Hon’ble Finance Minister has said ifaM 
tbe Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill has been introduced in Bihar and 
that tbe rate is also anna 1-6. In Bibar tbe position is quite different 



from Bengal. After tlie war there has been already an increase ih the 
prriee of 6 annas per gallon — 2 a^as per gallon by the Central Qotem- 
ttent and 4 annas by the trade. Thus the price has ris^ from Be. h2 
to Be. 1-8. By this the greatest transport company is hard hit. That 
company cannot pass on this tax to the users and so they have to suffer. 
We do not like that a certain company from whom this tax will be 
realised to the tune, according to the estimate of the honourable member, 
of Rs. 12 lakhs should suffer. So the present position is that these 
transport companies in Calcutta and in Bengal are in a very bad way. 
They are on the verge of collapse, and if this additional tax of anna 1-6 
is to be levied, then they will collapse altogether. We do not like that 
they should collapse in the interests of the public and particularly in the 
interests of the monopoly company in Calcutta — the Tramway Company. 
They have reduced their fares from 8 annas to 4 annas, 1 anna, and even 
in some cases to 9 pies. This company cannot reduce its fares any 
more. If this Bill is again referred back to the Select- Committee, they 
will have another opportunity to discuss this matter. 

I suggest that a tax of one pice per ticket may be levied on the 
Tramway Company so that we may have an income of about Bs. 15 
lakhs from that source. If this is made and if we allow this Company 
to increase its fare by one pice, then this Company will also not be hard 
hit. 

The result will be that the Government will have Its. 12 lakhs on 
the basis of the rate providecl in this Bill. If this rate is reduced — as 
there are other amendments where it has been suggested that it should 
be reduced to one anna per gallon — then we may have 8 lakhs from this 
source and about lU. 15 lakhs from the other source. Thus both the 
ends are met. Very nicely this Company can go on and we can also have 
sufficient income for Government. 

With these words I move my motion for the acceptance of the 

House. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, in supporting the motion 
mi»ved by my friend Mr. Banerji, I must make my position absolutely 
clear. I have no sympathy for private motor-car owners. They are 
big people and can pay more. Bui I support this motion on tbe 
consideration that the Select Committee made no exception in cases 
where this Bill would in a way enhance the hire of motor transport, 
particularly in mufassal areas. The people are now using motor lorries 
4or various transport purposes and for transhipment of goods, specially 
of agricultural produce, and if the price of motor spirit is raised by this 
Bill, then it will seriously hamper tlie progress of motor transport and 
ultimately not the big people but tbe poor and middle-cliiss people will 
have to bear the burden. I expected that tbe Select Committee wmM 
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ui^e^Oine exiseption, but uafortunately they hav« pl«c«d ibt big peopk 
and Ihe poor and middle-class people in tbe same category, Jherelore, 
'I submit that ibis Bill should be recommitted so that tbe Seleot 
Committee may reeondder their position. 


Tha Hoffblt Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDYt Sir, I do not know 

whether any reply is called for from Oovernment. The points which 
have been raised for recommittal are really points that may be raised 
if the honourable members desire to oppose the passage of the Bill* 
If the price in Bengal has risen, so has the price in Bihar, and I see no 
ground whatsoever why, while all the provinces in India are taxing 
themselves, Bengal should be the sole province that should escape 
taxation on motor spirit. 

Sir, I am sorry for the bus companies whom Mr. P. Banerji 
represents. 1 hope that they will l»e able to have more business and will 
be able to make both ends meet. When the price of mobil oil gties up, 
there is no cry. They have got to pay it. When the price of tyres goes 
up, they have got to pay, but if you have got to pay to (fovernmeni 
something as taxation which will be returned to the country and which 
will be returned for the benefit of motor-car owners, then the opposition 
commences. I submit that there is no basis for such opposition and I 
oppose the motion. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the Bengal Motor Spirit Salee 
Taxation Bill, BMl, be recommitted to the same Select ("ommiiiee with 
instructions to submit their report by dOih June, HMl, and ibai th« 
quorum of the Select Committee lie fixed at five, was then put, and A 
division taken, with the following result: — 


AIM WUMt. Mvi. 

Al« MtiMlii iarfear. naalti. 
AM ran. m. M. 

AImmS Khaa, Mr. tfi. 
Mrnwim Alai«a, Mr. 
•aawll, Mr. S. 
t aair M , Mr. tatjra erffa. 
Baaaritt, or. lafitk fMMra. 


Avei-u. 

•fcata, Mr. Alai KrMlaa. 
OtaMMa AIMS, Mr. 

•atwaari. Mr. TaM eSaaira. 
•apla, Mr.aafMl Okaain. 
•apliW Mr. a. 0. 

NaMa AM Okawilary, Mr. Sfti. 
^alalaaihi Nattoaiy, Mr. 
laiai, Mr. I. 0. 


■aaa, Mr. laataili XaMar. 


Kkaa, Mr. DMt aii a UN. 
Kaaia, Mr. MaMiaa Hall. 


•aa Oapii^ Oafta Kfeaftawa OMk. 
Mm Mafia, •r.J.M. 

•m Mafia, tnial MarMMra Oalk. 
mm, m Ma wf i n m$k. 
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mvt m, KM iMkar. 

Mtt» m, KMMft Ml. 

Ktf, Mr. M w M IMtfc* 
MM, nr. •Mka UkMr. 
$M. m. Atai OlmiinL 
IWMeiftik nn. KM. 


tisMUi, Vr. 

StMlMtfiil AkMt^ Mi*. S. 
•togte, Kata KflMlni Halfe. 
Itolw, trtjaf MMm 1mm, 
Waliar RafewM, MmM. 


MOEt-^tS. 


AMvl Aili, Mtnlaat Mil. 

AMal Natl Mr. Mina. 

AMU Naklai, Maaivt. 

AMal Naklai Vlkraaiparl, Maahrl Mt« 

AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMaUaMar» MaalvL 

AMal Kattr, Mr. (alias U1 Mtat). 

AMal MaJM, Maaivi, 

AMal Wakat Kkaa, Mr. 

AMaila-al MakaioM, Mr. 

AMar Aakana IMilfl. Mr. 

AMar Kasshlt MakaiaM, Mr. 

AMar Kasksst. Maalvl MA 
AMar Raat, Kkaa takatar Maalvl t. 

AMar Kastak, Maalvl. 

AkMar Nna Ckawikary, Rkaa Rakatar Maalvl. 
AMI Masala Akaist, Mr. 

Attak AU, Mr. 

AkaiM All laayslparli Rkaa lakatar Maataaa. 
AkaiM All MrMka. Maalvl. 

AkaMt, Hisaia Mr. 

AttataMla Akaistf. Kkaa lakaiar Maaivi. 
Aialavllak, Rkaa laklk Maalvl. 

Askralali Mr. M. 

AaM Hassala Rkaa, Rkaa Rakatfar Maalvl. 
Aikar All. Maalvl. 
ilawas, Mr. Rasik Ul. 

•MptsMait, Mr. 4. W. 

RIark, Mr. I. A. 

Pas, Mr. Aaakal Okaatra. 

Pas, Ral laklk RIrn Rkasaa. 

Pass, Raka Dakaalra Natk. 

Itkar, Mr. Upaairaaalk. 
rarkat Rasa Okvwikary, Mr. M. 
rarkat Raaa Rkaaaai, Rtfaia. 
raMal Hai.tks Mta'Ms Mr. A. R. 

PMIIbi. Mr. P. 

Paaws, Mr. l. A. 

PyasvMla AkaiM tkaaikary, Alkat|. 
NaMMNak, tkf Naa'kis Naaak Rakaiar R., at 
Paata. 

NaRtaMia RkaMkarl, Maalvl. 

MaiaaaaMaiaa, Maalvl Mt. 

NasMai AH Rkaa, Rkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
Maalaa MarakM, Mrs., H.R.f , 

NalaaMRy taantar, Rkaa laklk MaaivU 
Naatvy, Hr. RavM. 

HtfaraM, Hr. Ra|sn. 

Mrls AkBM Hla, Maaivi 


Ispakaal, Mr. H. A. N. 
taslaivMlB AksMl. Kkaa iakak MaalvL 
RMIraMla Rkaa, Kkaa RakMar Maalvl. 
Kataai AH Mina, lakiktaia Kaaraa tak tyaC 
KaaaMy, Mr. I. R. 

MaRrsfar, Mr. R. R. 

Macairs, Mr. L T. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Rakarl. 

Maatal. Mr. Rirat RkaMra. 

Haaaal. Mr. iagat Ckaaira. 

Makaaiais« All, Kkaa RakMar. 

Margaa, Hr. R., O.I.E. 

MakaaiBiM Afaal, Kkaa RakMar Maaivi lyaA 
MakaaiaiM Ikraklai, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiM Israil, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiM aMtfifat, Rkaa Rakaiar Dr. lyai. 
MakaaiaiM laltiaiaa. Kkaa RakMar MaalvL 
Malliak, Iks Haa'Ma Mr. MakaMa Rakary. 
Maskarraft NassMa, Iks Haa'Ma Naarak, Kkaa 
RakMar. 

Mastatawsal Haaaa, Mr. SyM. 

Naaiy, Iks Naa*kla Makarala trlakaMra, af 

Oessiaikaiar. 

NataraHak, RawaktMa K. 

NasiaiaMia, Iks Naa*Mr Kkwaja Hr, K.t. I. E. 
Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Raikal, Iks Haa'kis Mr. Prasaaaa Osk. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

IMaruNla Akaisi, Mr. 
lakskt>Alaai, Mr. byti. 

•aaaallafc, AI-NMJ Maalaaa Dr. 
tarfcar, Raka MMkataiaa. 
tasaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Israjal Islaai, Mr. 
tkakakvMla, Mr. Rk«a)a. 0. R. E. 
f kaaisaiiia Akani RkaMkar, Mr. 

•kaaisal Haia, Maalaaa. 

Ilaalalr, Mr. 4. ¥. 
liriar, Raka Utta MaMA 
laiRk. Mr. N. Rrakaat 
titvaa, Mr. A W. R. 
takraaariy, Iks Naa’Ms Mr. N. t. 

•psHsr, Mr. 4. H. 

Tafsl AkaM tkaaikary, MaaHt NatL 
Walfcsr, Mr. W. A. M. 

WkHaksM. Hr. R. R. 

Vaasaf Hina. 

vasal All tkaaikaif , Mr. 

Zakar Akani Rk aa tkir y. Maaivi 


The Ayes being 5d, and the Noes 95, the motion was lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, as 
TPported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideraiion waa then 
put and agreed to. 
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Clame L 

Mr« SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. fl. F. SINCLAIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to more that in 
clause 1(J), line 1, after the word “date/* the words “not earlier than 
Ist April, 1942“ be inserted. 

Sir, my reason for moving this amendment is (hat in the opinion of 
my party money required under this Act will neither be spendable nor 
really needed before some date later than April, 1942. At the present 
time the rate of spending of the department concerned on provincial 
roads is Rs. 30 lakhs a year, and it would not be possible without very 
considerable extension of the machinery of the department to increase 
that rate of spending. In March, 1942, it is calculated that from the 
accumulations due to the province from the Road Fund there will l>e 
a balance of Rs. 14 lakhs. That is in addition to the sum accruing to 
the province from the Road Fund of Rs, 10 to Rs. 18 lakhs annually. 
It will thus be clearly seen that even if this money were collected during 
the coming twelve months, there would be no means of spending it. 
The necessity f<»r further funds from 1942 onwards is admitted hut we 
pimply now wish that the effective date of operation of this Hill should 
be postponed to a date when the money really will he required and can 
be spent. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Amendment No. 10 of Dr. Nalinakslm Sunyal 
should come with the Preamble. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Why, SirP It sliould come 
with the substantive clauses For example, I have given an amend- 
ment, No. 20. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that an argument, Mr. Sanyal, that because 
you have given an amendment it must be correct? 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: After all, Sir, it is a question 
of levy of tax. 

Mr. Speaker: i can admit this if you want to move it along 
with the Preamble. 

Mr. 40CESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I make one aubmia- 
•ion, Mr. Speaker? You will find this amendiiieot aeeka to make it 
quite definite that the entire proceeda of the levy under aection 8 in 
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excess of collection cllarges are for supplementing their receipts from 
the Central Boad Fund for the purpose of road development in the 
province. These words are a * little more wide. Whereas it is 
expedient to develop roads and make better roads, it goes further 
than that. 

Mfi SPEAKER I Don’t you realise, Mr. Gupta, as a lawyer that 
as the draft stands, it is absolutely practicable? For instance, when 
an Act comes into force Government may not have any difficulty 
for the first year. But what about subsequent years? No Govern- 
ment can possibly visualise now as to how the proceeds are to be spent 
in the year 1964. That is the difficulty. 

Mr* flOQESH GHANORA CUPTAe But the present amendment 
will make it clear. 

Mr. SPEAKERS The mere mention “after earmarking the entire 
proceeds of the levy under section 3 in excess of collection charges 
for supplementing their receipts from the Central Road Fund for the 
purpose of road development in the province” does not make it clear 
as to how an annual levy is to be spent in subsequent years. After 
all it is an annual thing. I can quite understand that you are desiring 
to put a < log but that clog should come in the Preamble. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA; I feel that this amendment 
does nothing more than to make it quite clear that the proceeds of 
this Sales Tax should not be spent for any other purpose within the 
province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then it should oentaiuly come within the 
Preamble. 

Mr. JOGESH OHANDRA GUPTA: Subject to your ruling, I want 
to move that amendment in place of Dr. Sanya! . 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. NiHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, can 
the House have the privilege of hearing the mover of this amend- 
ment, namely, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya! , and will you, Sir, be pleased 
to secure his attendance in this House with a view to enable him to 
move his own amendment? I submit, Sir, it is a great privilege of 
the House to have Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr« SPEAKER: I find that he has left a good aubatitute in you I 
(Laughter.) 
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iir« iAMMiai tEKHAR MNYALt Sir, I lieg to mov# th»t ia 
elaaai 1 (<?)» ia liae 3, after tlie word ‘'appoiat*' tlie woida aad figures 
‘'*not beiag earlier thao 3(Hh April, 1942** be inserted. 

Mr. IKAKERS Mr. Sanyal, your anMiidmeni ia exactly the aame 
as the one moved by Mr. Sinclair. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Yea, practically the aame. 
1 have, however, a few ohservationa to make on thia c|\ieation. My 

friend of the European Party han eiinply looked at the matter from 

one point of view, namely, that the money will not be required to 
be spent and it is not nee<led to he spent. Sir, that is not the only 
argument for the postponement of the date that we have proposed. 
Sir, we on this side of the House have always suffered from a 
legitimate apprehension that funds which come into the hands of the 
Government in the u.sual c(»ursc of business are not spent after any 
careful planning. Sir, cxigeiodes of the situation, which are 

synonymous with the exigencies of the elect4)rate. loom large and 

Government get hold of any amount of money that comes by their 
way and they invest it more in their election propaganda and 
less for the public benefit which is required. 

Sir, if the money for these 12 years gets accumulated. Govern- 
ment will get the advantage of really an additional iiueleus for 
starting new roads with and necessarily, Sir, this will also call for 
some careful planning from the department, and the money will be 
obtained not fnuii the easy resources of the people but by K<jUeeKing 
out the poor people. It is our duty to Hi?e that that money is properly 
spent, well looked after and spent after careful planning. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Sir I beg to move the 
amendment standing in my name that in sub-clause (.1) of clause 1, 
in line 1, after the word ‘Mate’’ and before the word ‘‘as*’ the 
expression “after the Ist of April, 1942,” be inserted. 

Sir, I would base my arguments on two grounds. In the first 
place as has been said by Mr. Sinclair the money will not be required 
before 1942 and that is admitted by the Government too. Sir, it it 
after all a taxation Act that we an* called u|>on to pass, and we must 
examine Jhe immediate necessity of such an Act. If there be no 
immediate necessity for pas.sing a taxation Act, then the legislatura 
should not be invited to^ pass it. In the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons it is stated that the accumulation in the Hoad Development 
Fund will be exhausted by 1942 and that 12 lakhs will be required 
from 1942. II that be the case, 1 cannot understand why should wo 
be askod to pass sneh a taxation Act now and immediately. 
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My second argument would be that we all know that on accost 
ol war conditions the price of motor spirit has gone up and at this 
time we should be hesitant to impose further taxation on motor 
spirits. At least we should not pass an Act authorising the levy of 
the tax before the date on which the money might be required. I 
would therefore ask the Government to stand by its original ideas 
of the requirement of the situation and to accept our amendment. 


The Hofl’hle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 must confess that 
I miss Dr. Sauyal very much in this House. I hope I shall continue 
to miss him so tlint my heart may grow fonder of him. (Laughter.) 

Sir, I would like to meet Mr. Sinclair half way. We do not 
propose to introduce this tax before the 1st of October this year by 
which time the machinery for administering the Act will be ready 
and we shall also have schemes ready to utili.se the proceeds of this 
tax. It is not proposed that the proceeds of this tax slnmld be spent 
solely to supplement the Central Itoad Fund. It is meant to open 
new roads, but we should like to spend a certain proportion somewhere 
in the region of 50 per cent, on new roads whiclj there is little chance 
of being affected by tlic existing schemes of the Central Road Fund. 
Honourable members are aware that schemes to the tune of 
Rs. 195 lakhs have already been sanctioned, and we may expect that 
by the end of this year Rs. 102 lakhs worth of these schemes will still 
remain to be completed. Now’ if this fund goes merely to supplement 
that fund, then there, is very little chance of many feeder and market 
roads, whit’h the vnri(»us districts are clamouring for, to be opened 
in the near future. Hence, Sir, it is proposed that a certain propor- 
tion of this money that we raise will go to supplement the Central 
Road Fund and a certain proportion under the advice of the 
Communications Board will be utilised in various districts for the 
purpose of opening other important roads. These roads will all be 
under what is known as Mr. King’s scheme and only important roads, 
as advised by the Communications Board, w'ill be opened up with 
this fund. I w’ould therefore request Mr. Sinclair to be good enough 
to withdraw’ his amendment and also the other honourable members 
to do likewise. 


Mr. 4. F* SINCLAIR S Sir, in view of the assurance giV'en by the 
Hon^ble Finance^ Minister that the tax will liot be made operative 
until October 1st, 1941, I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 1(^, line 1, after 
the word **date” the words* “not earlier than 1st April, 1942,** be 
inserted was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 
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Tke motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 1(J), in 
line 8, after the word “appoint” the words and figures “not being 
earlier than 30th April, 1942,” be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in sub-clause 
( 3 ) of clause 1, in line 1, after the word “date” and before the word 
“as,” the expression “after the Ist of April, 1942,” be inserted was 
then put and a division taken. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


{After adjourn men t . ) 


The following is the result of the division: — 

AYES— SO. 


aMal WahaA ■■•Ivl. 

All MMtthi ttrUr. MiitvL 
AM fan, Hr. Mi. 

AalMiMi Alaatf. M. 
taMfil. Mr. e. 
aaMr)l. Mr. tatja Prtya. 
taitd^ Dr. SirttI OfeaHra 
•ama, Bali Prtulari. 

Bamai, Bali tlyaiia Pntai. 
Ban Mr. taitaal Kmar. 
Btawnfk. Dr. BHIKa OlnWa. 
Bltvai, Ball Lakiliil Nanyai. 
Bata, Mr. larat OlaiSra. 
BMiralarty, Mr. SatfiSra Natl. 
Slaailarl. Bai HaraiSn Natl. 
Dat Bista, BaH KlagtiSra Natl. 
Daa BifU. Dr. 4. M. 

Dat Biplat trUit NartiSra Natl. 
DMil, Mr. HanKra Natl. 

Ditta Bifta. MiM Mira. 

Dilta MamwSar. Mr. NMaraiSi. 
BMaM lliiiat. Bail. 

Bliaa, Mr. Atit Britlia. 
H a tmia AliMS. Mr. 

B itia fI , Mr. TiM tIaiSra. 


Bipta. Mr. St|ttl eiaaSra. 

Bipta. Mr.J. N. 

Naiai Ail Olawiliry, Mr. lyaS. 
JaialiMHi Hatitaf, Mr. SftS. 

Jalaa, Mr. I. D. 

^al AH MiiiiMlar, Maitvi. 

Blaa. Mr. DtItiSra UN. 

Maltra, Mr. •irtiSra Mtlaa. 

MaJt Mr. Aiaralta NiMir. 

MaJimSar, Mn. Ntnapriva. 
Maainnaaai ItiaaalaNI, Mailau MS. 
MafUl NmiHi. Mr. 

Mililtk, trijit Ailitatl. 

Natltr, Mr Nan Olaiira. 

BaMliiM}i AlMai, Mr. 

Biy, Mr, Sian SlaMra. 

Bif, Mr. BIrai taalar. 

Bay. Mr. KItlan Fati. 

Niy, Mr. MaiMitla Natl, 
laiyai, Mr. lataala Itllar. 

•ti. Mr. Atil Haatn. 
toi^ipta, Hra. NtlHt. 
ftaMtiMli AlntS, Mr. M. 
sma, trUit MnlMn Btowi. 

WaNir talMi, Manvl. 


IIOEt--f7. 


AMU lUSi. Mr. Hina. 

AMiI HaklM, HaitvL 

AMM Nilki VlkraiMirt, Mailvl MS. 

AMM NanM, Mr. A. H. 

AMMSaMar, Mwivi. 

AIM KaSw. Hr. |allM LH Haal). . 
AMal HMM. Hum. 
AIM«ralalBlifa,Hr. 

SMi B a A t HM i aiS, Hr. 

AMir MNMaaa SiiSM* lOr. 


am NatMa AI«aS. Hr. 

Altai AH, Mr. 

AMmS ah Biiyalpirf, Blaa Bal ai a r Mailaaa. 
AiMtS AH Hrtsia. HaiM. 

AlaaS Natala, Hr. 

AlfaMiSHi AInmS, Blaa Balaiar HaaM. 
AaiaaBal, BNaa IMMI MaiM. 

Atirarall, Mr. H. 

Altai Maatala Blaa, Blaa l alaSar HMft 
•irtaiin. Hr Maary, Bart 
ilNra%,Hr*BailliiH. 

BHpiiaiHi. Hr. A W. 
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fiM HIM tiMwikinr, m . «. 
f triMi MM KbMMI, BtfiM. 

PmM am* (N NtTMt Br. A. K. 

•laMif , Mr. 0. 

•MMt, Mr. I. A. 

•rHMfct. Mr. 6. 

Mmif. Mr. omlw liagli. 

•yiMMlfi AiiMttf IlMOfff , Aibail. 
MilMiW OMtilrart. MMin. 

HHaMfMHlM, MaMVl Mi. 

MMlitfi AU KhM, KbM Mlitiar MMtvi. 
NaMM Manliai. Mn., M.l.t. 

MMtaally imaiar, Kbaa lablb Maalt i. 
Mtairy, Mr. Oavli. 

Ntywaa^* Mr. R»fart. 
lirto AbMi Mla« MaalvL 
iifabaau Mr. M. A. N, M. 1. 1. 
iaslMaiilB Abiaai, Kbaa labab MaalvL. 
KaMraiila Kbaa. Kbaa Kabaiar Maatvi. 
Kaam All Mna, labibiaia Kaaraa iab lyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. •. 

MaArtfar, Mr. «. i. 

Mataaiiia AbaiM. Dr. 

Maiam, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. laaha Aabari. 

Maaial, Mr. Klral Obaairi. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Obaaira. 

Maatraiiia Akbaai, Maalvl. 

MabaBiaiai AU. Kbaa Kabaiar. 

Margaa, Mr. 0.1.1. 

MaMaai AH MaHab, Maatvi M. 

MabaMaiai Atial, KbM KMaiar Maalvl lyai. 
Mabaanaai Ibrablai, Maalvl. 


Mab i iiii ii Nb a aa a , M MI vi 
MabaaiMi laral. MaalvL 
Mabaaiaiai iMMiM. Kbaa Kabaiar or. tyai. 
MabaaiaMi talMMbb. Kbaa Kabaiar Maalvl. 
Mamak. tba NaTMa Mr. Mafcaaia Kabary. 
Maabanrafl Naaaala, tba Naa'Ma Havab. Kbaa 

Haaiy, tba Maa^bte Mabaraja irlaabaaira. al 
Oaaalaibaiar. 

NaMraNab. Hawahaaia K. 
liailBiaiilB.tba Naa'Ma Kbwajaiir, K.OJ.f. 
Martaa. Mr. M. K. 

Kalkat. tba Haa'Ma Mr. yraaaaaa Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajay. 

•aiaraMla AbaMi, Mr. 

•ababa*Alaai, Mr. lyai. 
tarkar, Kabv Maibaaaiaa. 

•ataaaa. Mr. R. M. 
taralal lilaai. Mr. 
lhahabaiila, Mr. Kbaaja. O.R.K. 

•baaiaaiiia Abaiai Khaaikar, Mr. 

Iiaaialr. Mr. J. F. 

Ilriar, Raba Utta Maaia. 

•aittb, Mr. N. Rrabaat 
Itavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 
labrawariy. tba Haa'Ma Mr. N. I. 
lyaltar, Mr. i. H. 

fatal Abaiai Obaaibary. Maalvl HaJI. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

WbKabaai, Mr. R. 1. 

Vaaiat Mina. 

Vaaat All Obaaibary, Mr. 
labar AbaiH Obaaibary, Maahrt. 


Tlie Ayes being 50, anti the Noes 97, tlie motion was lost. 

The quest ion that clause 1 stand part oi the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 2, 

« 

Mr. SPEAKERS The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

ThK Hon’llli Mr. H. S. iUHRAWARDY: Sir, if the honourable 
members would be good enough to examine the amendments which 
have been circulated, they wip ,^nd that the amendments which have 
been tabled in my name are really drafting changes and contain no 
substantial alterations. f 

Sir, 1 beg to move that sub-clause (a) of clause 2 be omitted. 

The reason for this amendobBnt is that no particular duty having 
been cast upon any imports as such, but only on wholesale and retail 
dealers i)|ere is no need €o^ define an importer in this Act. The object 
of this )lSaiendment is to remove the word “importer” from all the 
clauses of the Bill, 
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Sir, I beg also to move that in snb-clause (g) of clause 2, in line 2, 
after the words “or keeps motor spirit for sale, to”, the word “retail” 
be inserted, and. in the last line, for the words “and not for consump* 
tion,” the words “or for consumption by such dealers” be substituthd. 

Sir, the clause will read thus after alteration: — 

''^l^olesale dealer means any person who sells lutHor or 

keeps motor spirit for sale, to retail dealers in mv\i spirit, 
for the" purpose of re-sale or ft»r consumption by such retail 
dealers,” 


This amendment is linked with two other amendments. One of 
the difficulties before the Select Committee was how' to prevent dealers 
from using petrol for their own consumption and how to prevent it 
from escaping taxation. In the original Bill a draft of another 
province was inserted under which a wltolesule dealer or a retail 
dealer was prevented from having any business of his own. That is, 
a retail dealer could not run a motor business or motor transport 
business or anything of that nature. This is in accordance with Bills 
as they exist in some of the other provinces. We thought that that 
would cause too great a hardship on the retail or wholesale dealer, 
and we attempted to find some way out of the difficulty. The way 
suggested was that we should insert a new sub-seed ion in clause 4, 
namely, sub-clause (6). Now, Sir, we find that this is very cumber- 
some, and if we just change the definition of “wholesale dealer” and 
add a provisci after clause (/) of section 'I which will run thus: — 

“Provided that the tax payable in respect of motor spirit sold to 
a retail dealer and used by such dealer for his own consump- 
tion shall be paid by such dealer.” 

the purpose will be sufficient. There might have been soma^egal 
difficulty in the clause, sub-section (6) of section 4, as it stood, namely, 
does a person who uses petrol for his own consumption sell to himself 
or notF And if he does hot sell, why does be pay the taxF It is for 
this reason that we have changed the definition of retail dealer and 
wholesale dealer as proposed in this amendment, and 1 propose to add 
a proviso after section 3 of clause 1 to accept the amendment that 
sub-section^ (^) of clause 4 be deleted. 

The motions of theJB^’ble Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy that sub«elauie 
(a) of clause 2 be omitted, 

and that in sub-clause (g) of clauife (2), in line 2, after tbe words 
‘W keeps motor spirit for sale, to”, tbe “retail” be inserted, and 
in the last line for the words “and not for consumption” the J|ords “or 
for oonsumptioa by such dealers” be substituted, then put and 
•greed to. ^ 
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The question that clause 2^ as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and ajgrreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 3 
stands l^art of the Bill. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3(/), in line 4, after the word ''anna” the words "and six pies” 
be omitted. 

My idea is. to have the Incidence of taxation reduced by half an 
anna. At the beginning ef.the day. iVe heard from Mr. Banerji to my 
right and Mr. Abu Hossain Sarfcar to my left, adyimcing very sensible 
arguments. It is clear that if a sudden rise in (lie price takes place, 
the motor transport business will suffer a great deal, because they will 
either have to increase their fares or they will have to make the poor 
persons in the villages bear the burden of this taxation. In any case, 
it will be disastrous. So, let us have some more money into the coffers 
of Government so that new things may be taken up; but let us have 
it by and by; let us dilute this taxation with an element of bearability 
in it. So, I appeal to my friends opposite to consider this question 

in tliat spirit and to accept the amendment, if possible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 3(7), line 4, for the words "one anna and six 
pies,” the words "six pies” be substituted. 

Sir, in the original Bill it was suggested that in the case of petrol 
a levy at the rate of one anna and six pies per gallon will be made and 
in the case of motor spirit other than petrol it was suggested that a 
levy of six pies .would be ^made. But the Select Committee have sug- 
gested a consolidated rate of one anna and six pies in both the cases. 
It is not fair, Sir. There are dealers of petrol exclusively and there 
are dealers of motor spirit other than spirit exclusively. So there 

cannot be a uniform rate of tax in both cases. I would only request 

the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to proceed slowly. Lei him tax 
2 pice ^pef gallon, and if the Act seems to be effective, then let him 
raise it to one anna and then, if necessary, go further up ♦© one anna 
and six pies. With this view, 1 suggest thatJ|Le uniform rate should be 
2 pice per gallon, with regard to pab^l ana sihxits other than petrol. 

Th. Hon>bl. Mr. tU^RAWAROY : I wonder, Sir, if the 
honourable members oppmm do not nsallse that they are speaking with 
the tonfie in their cheek when they invoke the poor people of the 
tiBagei, ihff poor agriculturists, as if%they jMrill pay the petrol tax^t 
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They will not. Tke petrol tax will in the main faU upon the people 
of Caleutta, and it will be utiliied for the benefit of the poor people, 
the ag^culturists in the main. There is no question of the poor people 
paying the tax» and it is one of the reasons why this tax has been 
imposed in all the provinces, because it conforms to the standard that 
persons who can bear the taxation should pay it for the benefit of those 
who cannot. Therefore, Sir, there is no justification whatsoever in 
decreasing the taxation in the interests of the poor people. 

So far as the argument of Mr, Hashemy is concerned, I am afraid 
he has not realised that motor spirit is almost identical with pt»trol, and 
it is not proposed to tax any other kind of motor spirit. Diesel oil, 
which it was intended to tax at the rate of one anna and six pies, is a 
heavy oil used mostly for driving athtionafy internal combustion 
engines and not for vehicles that are generally used on the roads. The 
reason why Diesel oil has been exempted is that it is not a road oil and, 
secondly, it is used very largely for industrial purposes and for produc- 
ing electricity. Both of these will be penalised if Diesel oil is taxed. 
1 see really no substance in the amendments that have been moved, and 
I hope that the honourable memlHjrs will be disposed to withdraw 
them. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 3(/), in 
line 4, after the word “anna'' the w’ords “and six pies" be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in claust* 3(/), 
line 4, for the words “one annu and six pies" the words “six pies" 1m! 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg U) move tiittt 
after sulx'lause (/.) of jdause 3 the following proviso be udde<l, 
namely: — . , 

“Provided that the tax payable in respect of motor spirit sold to a 
retail dealer and used hv such dealer for his own iwnsuinp- 
tion shall be paid by such dealer." 

Sir, I have already explained the necessity for this clause. 


Mr. SPEAKER : Suhrawardy, will you please move the other 

amendments to this standing in your name? 

in. Wm m$ Mr. H. t. » Yes, Sir. I b.g to 

xaHn that in aninjlauM O) of cltme 3, in li»e 2, the word* “nn importer 
or” and in line 4 and in line 9 the word# “importer or” be rautted. 

S 
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1 also beg to move that in sub-clanse ( 2 ) of clause 3, in lin6 6, after 
the words "on the sale” the wards "or consumption” be inserted. 

Mr. JOQE8H CHANDRA GUPTA : Will the Hon^ble Minister 
please explain these amendments which he is moving? We have got 
notice only to-day and it seems to me that these amendments are very 
material. 

Mr. SPEAKER : So far as amendment No. 87 is concerned, tho 
Hon’ble Minister need not speak on it because the definition has been 
explained ; on the other two amendments he can speak. 

Th# Hon^bls Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Sir, I would certainly 
have traversed the ground which I have already traversed, had I 
realised that when I explained the reason for this amendment Mr. Gupta 
was not in the House. I have already explained why this proviso is 
necessary. This is consequential upon the amendment which has 
already been accepted by the House of the definition of “wholesale 
dealer” and further consequential upon my proposal to accept the 
amendment which has been tabled by some honourable members to 
delete sub-section ( 6 ) of section 4. The purpose of this is that a retail 
dealer who may use petrol for his own consumption shall not escape 
taxation. A retail dealer may jmrchase from a wholesale dealer, and 
he will of course collect the tax from his own purchaser, but if he u^es 
it himself then he escapes taxation, and the purpose of this proviso is 
that for such petrol as he might use for his own consumption he himself 
shoultf^ffey the fax. This is obvious and quite fair and just, and it is 
also quite apparent. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 3(2), in line 9#3^<nfter the words “wholesale dealer” and 
before the Word “accordingly,” the words “and not to any such retail 
dealers^ be inserted. 

Sir, even after the amendments introduced by the present amend- 
ments of Mr. Suhrawardy, I think that there^ iseoepe for the amendment 
thaf l am suggesting. I suggest that after the words "wholesale 
dealer” and before the word “accordingly” the words “and not to any 
such retail dealers” be inserted. My object is to make this taxation 
as much a one-p6int tax as possible. The obj|^t of this sub-dause is 
that Govemmento^may by an arrang«|jfent wuh a wholesale dealer tax 
him and may not tax the retail dealer. If that be the object of 
Government, then the q;ioint shpuld be made further clear by the 
insertion of these words. Otherwise,'"’! apprehend that it may not be 
oonstrued by the courts that it is a one-point tax. 
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Til* motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhmwnrdy that after «ob- 
.clau^ (/) of clause »3 the following proviso be added, namely: — 


“Provided that the tax payable in respect of motor spirit sold to a 
retail dealer and used by such dealer for his own consumption 
shall be paid by such dealer/' 


was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of (he H(»n’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sutw^lau# 
(2) of clause 3, in line 2. the words “an importer or“ and in line 4 
and in line 9 the words “importer or“ be omitted, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-^clause 
(2) of clauR* 3, in line (i, after the words “on the sale,“ the words 
“or consumption** l>e inserU'd, was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : So far us amendment No. 89 
is concerned. Sir, the llon’hle Minister has not yet replied. 

The HOfi’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY t My reply to that is 

that it is wholly unnecessary. I have slated definitidy that it shall 
apply to the wholesale dealer arcordiiigly. (’an a taxation measure 
apply to anybody else who is speeifically not mentioned in the A('tK 
Is it necessary to add thereto “and not to the retail dealer” P 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi : It is necessary. 

Tha Hon’hla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 subiuH that ii Vnot. 
I think that a tax cannot he levied against a person who is not specifi- 
cally mentioned. I think it is wholly unnecessary. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri that in <dause ^(2), 
in line 9, after the word** “wholesale dealer” and Indore the word 
“accordingly,” the words “and not to ari’f' such retail dealers’* be 
inserted w'as then put and lost. 

Mr. J. F. SINCLAIR : Mr, I b<i; to move that nfb^r clau**e 3bl) 
the following new sub-clauses be ad(f^, namely — 

*U4) no tax shall be levied under this Act on the sale of any motor 
jipirit for the purpcwie of aviation.” ^ 

**{S) If any tax payable under sub-secdion (J) is not paid within 
the time fixecP under „ sub-section (Ji of ^ ^section 7, the 
prescribed authority mayf in lieu thereof, YW*over any sum 
not ex<‘eeding double the amount oi th^ tax so uiipaidt or 
any smaller sura abovfHhe unpaid amount of the tax, which 
suc h authority mnv think if reasonable to rec'over.'* 
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I propose to deal with the additional snb-clause first. It needs only 
a simple explanation. The pro^teds of this tax are to be deroted to the 
construction of new roads. The intention is that the road-users should 
pay for their roads to the extent of the proceeds o^His tax at any rate. 
The users of aerodromes ate by no means road-ntirs and, moreover, in 
this province 95 per cent, of the money that would be available from 
sales of motor spirit for the purpose of aviation, would represent 
tax collected from sales on aerodrdmes that are maintained by the 
Government of India and not by the Government of Bengal. I think 
I have said almost enough to convinc e the House that this amendment 
is necessary and salutary. 

This additional clause in section 8 is linked up with 10(<i) and is 
simply intended to make the penalty for late submission of accounts 
rather less onerous than it is in the Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee. I have therefore no doubt that this additional sub-clause 
will receive the full support of this House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I am sorry 1 have 
to oppose this amendment. The very argument that has been advanced 
by Mr. Sinclair makes it clear that it should not be accepted. 
Mr. Sinclair has a soft corner in his heart for the (joverninent of 
India and for aviation petrol. But, Sir, I think that the Government 
of India in raising the tax on the motor spirit, i.c., on petiol, has not 
excluded or exempted aviation petrol and therefore why should we go 
out of our way to except aviation petrorr* Kvcn if it be a fact that 
aviai^i;^ petrol has been exempted, by the Government of India then 
also we should not go out of our way to support such an amendment 
because on account of the war the excessive price of petrol is l)eing 
paid by all. Why then should not the Government of India puichase 
he taxed for a local purpose? The Government of India are also taxing 
the people as well as thoien-things which are consumed by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. If they are, then why should the Government of 
Bengal feel differently for the Government of India, I do not understand. 


The Honllle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYf Sir, I propose to accept 
the amendment. I think that Rai Harendra Natb Cbaudhuri is 
inc(^rect when be states that aviation petrol is taxed by the Government 
of India. Avialion petrol is not so taxed. Apart from ttiat, it does 
seem indefensible, nay illogical, that aviatiofi petrol should be taxed 
and that the proceeds should be utilised for road purposes. 


^ Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPtA: There are roads which lead 
to the aviation ground. 
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Tit Hannito Mr. H. t. iUHRAWAROYs We wiU not utilise the 
tax for that. Apart from that, I do not think that we ought to do 
anything which ])|^ discourage aviation^ That is a future opening 
for Bengalees in piii|icular, who make elibellent pilots, and I do not 
think that we should put in any clause whfeh would operate as a « log 
upon the development of that spirit. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that after clause 9(J) the following 
new 8ub>clau8es be added, namely — 

**{4) no tax shall be levied under this Act on the sale of any motor 
spirit for the purpose of aviation’’ 

and 

(5) if any tax payable under sub-section {J) is not paid within the 
tinje fixed under sub-section (/) of sei'tion 7, the prescril>ed 
authority may, in lieu thereof recover any sum not exceeding 
double the amount of the tax so unpaid, or any suialler sum 
above the unpaid amount of the tax. which such authoi'ty 
may think it reasonable to rw^over,” 

was then put and a division called. 

(After the ringing of the Division bell was over, Mr. *1. F. 
Sinclair rose on a point of order.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point? 

Mr. a. F. SINCLAIR: Sir, I rise on a point of order. Lwant to 
know whether it is your intention to take the two parts of the 
amendment together or to take them up separately one after the 
other. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If you want, I can bifurcate it. FemonaUy, 
I think the second part should be held up now, and it would be better 
to take it up with clause 10. I therefore think that I should put 
this sub-clause (t5) as p{^rt of clause 10. Do you agree? 


Mr. 4 * F. SINCLAIRS That is not precisely what I want, because 
clause 10 hnumeratea a series of offences for which there is a provi* 
sion of fines which may extend to one thousand rupees. I therefore 
suggest ihaJt this sub-clause relates to clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But 1 think clause 3 merely relates to levy of 
the tax, but here it relates to compositiott of Ae penalty mere or 
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•if* F. SINGLAIRf I iritaiiit, it is still a levy of the tax. 

Mrt SPEAKERS In that case, I think it m^ht be taken up as 
a separate clause, say, clause lOA, instead of as^^art of clause 10. 

Thi HOfl’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs In any case we will 
have to examine whether it will logically fit in. This part may 
therefore be postponed for the present. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that after clause 3 ( 3 ) the 
following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(^) no tax shall be levied under this Act on the sale of any 
motor spirit for the purpose of aviation,"' 

was then put and a division called, with the following result: — 


AYEt-~f3. 


ANtlAtli, M«. 

AIM NMt,Mr. Mint. 

AMil MiaM, Mr. A. M. 

AMM inter. Mathrl. 

AMMIt-AI MaliiMl. Mr. 

AMir Ktei tateiir A. F. M. 

Ateir miMN IlMlii. Mr. 

AMtr IlMtete, Maiihrl Ml. 

ANar Raaf, Ktea Satelar. Maafvl 1. 

AMar laiiak, Maatvt. 

Alai HaiMai, Maalvl. 

Alai Naaala Alaial. Mr. 

Alai QaiMM, Maalfl. 

Alaitl All laayaliarl. Ktea Satelar Maalaaa. 
Alaitl All MrMte. Maalal 
AlaM Haaala, Mr. 

MtwnHkn Alaitl. Ktea Satelar Maalfl. 
Ailrafalt. Mr. M. 

Aalal NiMala Ktea, Ktea Salalar MaaM. 
Wnaiyrf, Ur Naary, tart 
SrAiter. Mr. F. 0. 

UiInMlalt, Mr.i. W. 

Starlu Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Steaira. 

Saa. Ral lam KMt SlaMa. 
liter, Mr. Upaairaaatl. 

Fallal Raaa Otewllary, Mr. M. 

FaMal Mai. tte NaaHa Hr. A. K. 

•UHUai. Hr. 0. 

•MMIte, Mr. %. 

Nalitella SteanaH. HaaM. 

NaataanaMM, Maatti Mi. 

NaaiMB AH Ktea, Ktea Sateitr maNL 
NteNUMy laaMiar, Ktea lam MaaM. 
Naafclaii, Mr. S.l. 

Naraaai, Hr. tatwa. 

NMImI, Mr. H. A. F. 

Mali Alam Hla, MaaM. 
lMWteal,Mr.M.A.H.. H. 1. 1 . 

Ahani, Ktea teM MaaM. 
HaUraMla Ktea. KUh tateiaf MaaM. 
Rteau AS HMaa, lamaaia Kavaa Ml lyai. 


Kaaaaay, mr. I. a. 

MaSraiar. Mr. S. •. 

Malaallia Alaiti. Dr. 

Maalal. Mr. SIrat Otealra. 

Haalal. Mr.lagat ftteaara. 

MaalraNIa Akteal, Maalwl. 

MiteaiaMl AH. Ktea Satelar. 

Marfaa, Mr. S.. 1 . 1 . 1 . 

Maaltai All Mallak. MaaM M. 

HateMMaa Afial, Kkaa Satelar MaaM tyttf 
Mateaiaial Itteaat, MaaM. 

HateaiMte lirall, Maalfl. 


^ Wtmmm MWWBr Br. iftt. 

Mateatiaal tetaiaiaa, Ktea Satelar Maalfl. 
Maltlak, tit Haa’llt Hr. Makaala Sttery. 
Matterraff Naawla. tte Naa'lla Ktea Satelar 
Mattafawul Haaaa, Hr. lyta. 


Naaiy, tit Naa'Mt Materala IriMtetera, at 
teMiaiteBar. 


HauraHak, Mawateala K. 


NaUMallla, tte Naa llt Klwala Ur. K C.1.1. 
Hartaa, Hr. N. R. 


Raikal, tte Naam Mr. Fmaaaa Dal. 
Raaaar RalaMa Ktea, Hr. 

Ray, Hr. Dteaaajay. 

•alarallla AkaM, Hr. 
l a te te Alaai, Hr. lytl. 
tarter, Sala HallaMlaa. 


taralal Man, Mr. 
ttetete tUa . Hr. KteraK • S.t. 
ttea n a l l la Ateaal Kteaitor, HF. 
tiaalair. Hr. I. F. 
iW. Sate UMa Haaia. 
tpaSar, Hr.l M. 

Mataa, Hr.l. W.R. 
teteaararly. tte Maa*Ua Hr. N. tL 
Walter. Mr. W. A. H. 
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ROEIHtt: 

NMiMiHr, Mr. tirti. 

Mta. Mr. I. D. 

Hmk AN MNlNMtr. MUmM. 

MaNrt, Mr. tWMini Mttaa. 

Mm«M. Mr. JtgMirt Rtti. 

MMlrtnaiMii MtaaMMI, MmMim M4. 

Ma«»«l NMtla, Mr. 

MttMefe. Irijit AiliilMA 
■ailrar» Mr. ttoa OlMiiift. 

Ml. Mr. larMUi Ptnmmm. 

Na«titMMia Ahaatf, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara OhaaOra. 

Ray. Mr. Kliaa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. KItharl fall. 

Ray. Mr. Maaautha NalA 
•aayai. Mr. lasaaka lakhar. 

•aa. Mr. Atat Ohaaira. 

•aa-Rapla, Mrt. RaMa. 

•hahaOaU. Mr. 
tkaanaMla AhaaO. Mr. M. 

•laka, trljal Maaiatfra tkaMi. 

Waliar Rakaaa. MaaM. 

j Noes 45, the motion was carried. 

Mft SPEAKER: I have further considered this matter, and 1 
think the next sub-clause 5 legitimately comes as sub-section 3 of 
sec'tion 7 because the sub-clause itself mentions section 7. It says, 
*‘l! any tax payable under sub-section (/) is not paid within the 
time fixed under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 7, etc.*’ It should come there 
and until that is done, I will keep this over. 

(Here Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal rose on his feet to move his 
amendment No. 26.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I submit, Sir, it is neces- 
sary, because clause 3 relates to the levy of the tax, and I want to 
make it clear how the tax so levied will be utilised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is beyond the scope of the Bill because there 
is nothing in the Act to indicate as to the way in which it can be 
•pent. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Even if it was beyond the 
•cope of Ihe Bill, to-day by the proposed amendment of the Hon'ble 
Minister to the Preamble it is within the scope of the Bill. 

a 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the Preamble he has attempted to define the 
purpose, and therefore if you like you can draft a new sub-clause on 
the basis of that. All I can say is, that it is, as it is, beyond the 
•cope of this section. 


AMM WaStS. MuhS. 

Ata NMMta tsrttw, MaMfL 
ASM fHA Mr. Hi. 

Mmwrnm ASM, Mr. 

•mmII, Mr. f. 

•wikrtl, Hr. Sityi friyt. 

Rwimm, BaSa iSyaaui fraiai. 

•araiaa, SaSa Uftaira Rats. 

Raia, Mr. SaalaaS KaaMr. 

RSawalk. Dr. RaSlaia OSaaira. 

•Mt, Hr. Sarat SSaaira. 

SSaaiSarl, Ral Maraaira RalS. 

Oaa, Mr. HaaaiaSaa. 

Dateifla, RaSa KSiMira Rats. 

Daa SapCa. trijal Rartaira Rats. 

Dalai, Hr. Naraaira Rats. 

Dalit MaaaaMar, Mr. RiSaraaia. 
laMaiM Haaaa, KaM. 
esaaa, Mr. AIM KrfiSaa. 
eiataiila ASaiai, Mr. 

Sayla, Mr. iagaaS OSaHra. 

•ifla. Mr. J. R. 

Nasaa AM OfcaafiSary, Mr. tyai. 

The Ayes being 83 and the 
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HoweTer, I am not deciding ^ question whether the motion itself 
is out of order, but I may say; iNr the time being that it is beyond 
the scope of section 3. « 

Mr. SAtANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: But if we accept the 
amendment to the Preamble as proposed by the Hon’bJe 
Mr. SuhrawardyP 

Mr. SPEAKER! Even then there would be nothing about 
expenditure. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: But that will define the 
scope of the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Tour proper amendment is “roads in non-muni- 
cipal areas of Bengal.” It would be open to you to move an amend- 
ment to Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendment that the words “in non-muni- 
cipal areas” be added. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL* But the Preamble cannot 
embrace all things. Here, Sir, the levy of the tax is provided lor, 
and I propose an amendment that the tax so levied shall not be spent 
except for purposes as laid down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot agree. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Then, Sir, it may be 
treated in relation to the Preamble. It may stand over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tes, you can move it as a part of the Preamble 
where it makes mention of Bengal. 

I think that finishes all the amendments in clause 3. 


CUmse 4 , 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 4 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy then stood up to move his 
amendments.) * 

Mr. MCESH tkHANDRA CUPTAl On a point of order. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we find Nos, 92, 93, 94 are all amendments by 
Hr. Suhrawardy, and it is very difficult, having got these amendments 
about bnlf an hour ago, to understand what will be the effect of these 
amendments on the whole Bill. On Hie last occasion when I wanted 
to be enlightened about it, Mr. Suhrawardy was rath^ annoyed. 
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Wl HMAIa Mr. H. S. tUHRAWARDYl I and tliat Mr. J. C. 
Gvpte 'Was not in the House when I OKplained. 

» ' w 

Mr. JOGEtH CHANDRA CUPTAt We are not as clever as the 
Finance Minister. 

Mra SPEAKERS Nor do you mean to be clever always. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Yes, Sir; that is so. 

Therefore, in his superior wisdom and cleverness he has thought 
fit to make wholesale amendments of the Bill. I think we ought to 
be given some time to follow why all these things have been neces- 
sitated. It passes one’s comprehension that the mover of the Bill 
would at the last moment table not less than about two to three 
dozen amendments. We have not had the time to understand the 
implications of all these amendments, and it would not be proper 
to proceed with them. I make this submission for your consideration. 

If Mr. Suhrawardy wants us to participate in this Bill and to follow 
it, I think we ought to have a day’s time to consider the amendments. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: I suppoH Mr. Gupta. 

I suggest the diatussion of this clause lie held over till to-morrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, No. In the first 

place, Sir, I accept the compliment, but I would like to return it. 

I think Mr. Gupta can very well follow the implications of these 
amendments. Practically all the amendments that I am going to move 
are consequential upon the deletion of the words “os an importer or.” 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: You may not tax the 

importer. But why should you not think of the loss? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy now realises that it is not 
always safe to say anything against the Opj)osition. His remark last 
time was such that Mr. Gupta had a right to feel ofISended. 

Tht HonlMt Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, that remark 
was not offensive. Even after that remark, I went on to explain the 
purpose of the amendment. 

Mr* SPEAKER: All I say is that when Govemamnt comei with 
diort-itotice hmendinenta and wanta the support of the House, it idiould 
not offend any leelum. 
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Tilt Htn’Mt Mr. H. 8. tUtfUAWAROY: I did not want to olfend. 
As a matter of fact, I returned 4lim the eopipliment, and 1 hope he 
will accept it. Mr. J. Gupta is quite capable of realising the 
purpose of these amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I do not say that it is an unparliamentary expres- 
sion, but it was not very complimentary to say against some members 
that they were speaking with their tongue in their cheek. It is not 
unpurliamenary, but in a debate of this character it really stiffens the 
opposition. 

, Ra| HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It was highly 
indecorous. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Mr. Suhrawardy is always in a 
bellicose mood. 

The Honmie Mr. H.g. SUHRAWARDY: 1 did not want to offend 
anybody, but I cannot appreciate the point of always trotting out 
the poor man on every occasion, when every raeinl)er of the House 
realises that petrol is not used by the ordinary agriculturist. 

May I point out to Mr. Gupta that the amendments which I am 
going to move are nothing else but the deletion of the words “as an 
importer or“P For instance, take amendment No. 92. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You have revised sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of (dause 4. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Take sub-clause (2) of 
my amendment No. 92. That is nothing else but the deletion of the 
words ‘^as an importer or.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That may be your 
idea, but our idea may be quite different. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I think that itai 
Bahadur ought to be good enough tu accept it. (I.<aughier.) 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Rai Chaudhuri is not a 
Bai Bahadur. That again is offensive. 

Tht Honlila Mr. H. s. SUHRAWARDY: I beg your pardon. 1 
want you to accept the statement, that it is nothing else but the 
deletion of the words “as an importer or.” If my friend would be 
good enough to see the clause as nrinted while I read the amendment 
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Eo. 92, he will see there is no difference and in half a minute he will 
be able to realise that !N|xn not taking him in and I am not trying 
to deceive him. Will he kindly read the elause as printed? 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Spefker, our difficulty 
is this. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy thinks that we can all follow 
what he says, but as a matter of fact we want to take time to consider. 
I can only mention one instance. While opposing the amendment 
moved by Mr. Abu Hossaiii Sarkar, he said there is no incidence of 
any taxation on account of the small rise, but while accepting 
Mr. Sinclair’s amendment he said, w^ell, why should the Government 
of India bear the burden of those taxes. lie has got two different 
standards. While thinking of the Government of India he hks. got 
one standard and thinking of the people of Bengal he has a different 
standard. That being so, when we have such contradictory statements, 
we would like to take a little time to find out wdiether there are any 
catches in it and whether we are being made a party to any legisla- 
tion for which we may be taken to task by the public. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Really, Sir, I am not 
conscious of having said one thing to Mr. Abu Ilossain Sarknr and 
another thing to Mr. Sinclair. If Mr. Gupta will be good enough 
to pay attention, he wull find this amendment is nothing else. This 
is 80 obvious that I am certain every hommrable meinlwr in this House 
will be able to appreciate it and particularly a member so acute as 
Mr. J. C. Gupta. Will he kindly consider that these umendnients 
whieh I want to move are nothing else but the deletion of the words 
“importer or”? 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: It is not deletion. 

TIm HOfl’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The word “importer ’ 
has been deleted from the definition. 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why should we waste 
time in this way? The Hon’ble Minister has proposed as many as 
five or six amendments to one particular clause, I would suggest 
that they stand over till to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no agreement, under the rules I shall 
be compelled to postpone consideration of this. I have no other al- 
ternative. 

As regards amendments Nos. S3-36 the recommendation of the 
Governor has not yet been received. So this is not in order. 

Amendment No. 37 not moved. 
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Clause 8A. 

Sir HEIIRY BIRKMY^E: Sir I be/jf to move that in clause 8A(3) 
for the wflird “fourteen^" wherever it occurs the word “thirty"' be 
substituted. ^ 

In their report the Select Committee sujcgest that only 14 days be 
allowed to representatives of any person carrying* on business as a 
dealer who may have died to apply for licence to carry on the business. 
We feel, Sir, that this is rather hard and might cause considerable 
hardship to the dealers' families. So we suggest that for the word 
“fourteen” the word “thirty” be substituted. 

HonlMd Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I propose to accept 
this amendment. 

The motion of Sir Henry Birkmyre that in clause 8A(J) for the 
word “fourteen” wherever it occurs the word “thirty” be substituted, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 9, 

Mr# 0* CLADDING • Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9(7)(h), 
in lines 1 and 2, the expression “such accounts, vouchers and docu- 
ments of, and” be omitted. 

The reason why I make this suggestion is that the words I propose 
to ibe omitted seem to be redundant. If we look at sub-clause (a) of 
sub-clause (/) of clause 9, we find that it already provides for the 
inspection of a^'couuts, vouchers and other documents: so I do not 
see why we should provide again “for inspection of such accounts, 
vouchers and documents” in sub-clause (h). All that need be done by 
sub-clause (b) is to provide what sub-clause (a) does not, namely, for 
inspection of petrol stocks. I, therefore, suggest that these 
redundant words be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 9{2) before the word “any” 
at the beginning the expression “for the purposes of sub-section (7)” 
be inserted. 

The object of this amendment is to secure that the powers of entry 
and search which are given by sulvsection (2) shall be confined to the 
purposes of this Bill. As the clause now stands, the person in question 
is given power to enter and search, as far as I can see, for anything 
that might take his fancy. He should be empowered only to search for 
articles falling within the purposes of the Bill. 

Tilt HtflIMt Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDYl Regarding the first 
amendment, may I suggest another amendment on the floor of the 
House. It is not intended that {a) and (6) should be exclusive of each 
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other, but that they should be in addition io each other. If instead 
of the word “or” at the ipd of sub-clause (a) the word “and” is used. 
I think that it will exprelS the object of this section much better. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Have you put in any uineudipeut to that effects 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I (lou t think I have 
put in any amendment to that effect. I was thinking of the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Gladding, and I sulmiit that if for the word “or” 
the word “and” is substituted, it would be better drafting. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You want both the clauses. 


The Hon’Me Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If and” be there, it 
would mean first of all that there should be a requisition for the pro- 
duction of accounts and there should be inspection of accounts. 
Without requiring any accounts to be produced, no inspection will In* 
possible. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : Sub-clause (a) requires 
the wholesale dealer to make available for inspection his accounts, ek. 
If he does not make them available for inspection, we cannot inspcH’t 
them. We do not intend to rush into his shop without asking him 
anything at all and start inspecting the accounts. 1 should like to 
give him due notice to make the accounts available for insptjction and 
then go and inspect them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have redrafted clause (.V) in amendment 
No. 105. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: He has forgotten that. 

Xfm Hon*bM Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will that serve the purjioae of amendment 
No. 105? • 

Tht HitilMt Mr. H. S. SHURA WARD Y: No; because that 
amendment was for just the deletion of the words “importer or.” 

Mr. SPEAKER! You want to substitute the word “and” for the 
word “or” at the end of sub-clause (a)? 
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The Hoffi’bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yen. Sir. I would 
request Mr. (gladding to withdraw his amendment (42-45) as I propose 
to substitute tfte word ‘^and** for the word ‘'br’’ in amendment No. 105 
which I propose to move to clause 9. With regard to amendment 
(46-49) I have no objection. 

Mr. D. GLADDING: In view of the Uon’ble Minister’s statement 
that he proposes to substitute the word '*aiid” for the word “or” at the 
end of sub-(dause 1 (a), I beg permission to withdraw my amendment 
No. 42-45. 

The motion of Mr. D. Gladding that in clause 9(/)(5), in lines 1 
and.j^, the expression “such accounts, vouchers and documents of, 
andj^ be omitted, was then by leave of tlie House withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find some difficulty so far as amendment 
No. 46-49, moved by Mr. Gladding, is concerned. I think the Wst 
idea is to substitute the words “for the purposes of this Act.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARY: Perhaps that would be 
the best, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, for the words “for the purposes of sub- 
section (/)“, your draft is “for the purposes of Ibis Act.” I would 
like to say that this is creating a lot of difficulty. May I ask you, 
Mr. Suhruwardy. to come prepared in future so that you may not have 
to redraft the whole thing ht‘re. If thes(‘ short-notice amendments 
are made h<‘re at this stage, members an* merely confused by the mass 
of such amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I too am confused, 
Sir. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: When even Mr. Suhrawardy 
is confused, let us now postpone the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the substitution of the words “for the 
purposes of this Act” in place of “for the purposes of sub-section (lY* 
would be better. 

Mr. D. GLADDING: In that case, I have no objection, to beg for 
leave to withdraw my second amendment. 

The motion of Mr. D. Gladding that in clause 9 (>2) before the wgrd 
“any” at the beginning the expression “for the purposes of*sub-eeetiofl 
(/)” be inwrted, was theu by leave of the House withdrawn. * 

(The debate on clause 9 was closed at this stage and clause it was 
taken up.) 
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Clause 10. 

Mft SPEAKER: The question before the House is tliat clause 10 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mfa J« F» SINCLAIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10, paragraph {aa) be omitted. 

With the omission of clause 4(tf), as suggested by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, clause 10, paragraph (rwi), becomes su})erfluouH. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: This is conHi*quential, 
Sir, and it will have to go. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 10, paragraph 
(oa) be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. il. F. SINCLAIR: Mr. S|>euker, Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10, for paragraph (c), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(c) fails to submit any return as required by clause (h) of section 
5 or by section 8 or submits a false return; or.” 

Sir, clause 10, sub-8<?ction (c), as it stands, provides for the imposi- 
tion of a penalty for a number of offences including the lute sub- 
mission of returns. The late submission of ret urns has now been 
covered by an amendment which has been a<*cepted, although its final 
place under clause -i ha.s not yet been divided. It is in the lorni of a 
new sub-section (-5), and with the addition of that new sub-section 
under clause 3, clause 10(c) becomes Miperfluous. 

The Hoh’bto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 10, for paragraph 
(c), the following be substituted^ namely: — 

“(c) fails to submit any return as required by clause {b) of section 
5 or by section 8 or submits a false return; or”, 

« 

WM then put and agreed to. 

' Mr. J. F. tlNCLAjR: Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 10, 
part^aph (<f) i>e omitted. 

Sit,' I need add nothing to what I have already said on the previoua 
amendments moved by me. 
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Til# HonlHi Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWARDY: Sfr, I accept tlie 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. J. F, Sinclair that in clause 10, paragraph {d) 
be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: May I have your permission, Sir, to move 
amendment No. 66 standing in the name of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. Pi BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10, in line 
25,* for the words ‘^one thousand" the words “five hundred” be substi- 
tuted. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has often referred to the Motor Sales 
Taxation Act of Biliar. There this amount is Its. 500, and I fail to 
understand why he has increased to Rs. 1,000. It is (juite reasonable 
to accept this provision of Rs. 500 in the Bihar Act. Like the provi- 
sion of one anna and six pies of the Bihar Act which the Hon’ble 
Minister has incorporated in this Bill, I would request him to accept 
Rs. 500 provision made in the Bihar Act. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 10, in line 25, for the words “one thousand 
rupees" the words “five hundred rupees in the case of a retail dealer 
or to one thousand rupees in the ease of a wholesale dealer," be 
substituted. 

Sir, my amendment suggests that the punishment which this 
clause provide.s for may extend to Rs. 1,(K)0 in the case of wholesale 
dealers, but only to Rs. 500 in the case of retail dealers. It is made 
applicable to nil the five clauses of offences enumerated in the clause, 
«o that any act in contravention of any of the provisions of the Act 
may be punished in the highest degree. If that he the wide st^ope of 
this clause, then I think there is additional reason that the pitch of 
the punishment should be reduced, aud particularly in tho case of 
retail dealers. I, therefore, suggest that in the case of retail dealers 
the punishment should not ext-end beyond Rs. 500. 

I beg also to move that in clause 10, line 27, for the word “fifty" 
the words “twenty-five rupees ’* in the case of a retail dealer and to 
^*fifty rupees” ifi the cdse of a wholesale dealer be substituted. 

Sir, for the daily fine I have proposed a reduction consistently 
with my proposal to reduce the general fine; I propose that in the 
ease of retail dealers the daily fine may not extend beyond Rs. 25 and 
00 far as wholesale dealers* are concerned, I (igree to retain the pro- 
^ion in thd^Ul itself. 
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nw HonW* lll.H. «. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I see no justilca- 

tion for these amendments. In the first place, the courts will puniak 
or assess that punishment which is commensurate with the crime; and 
there is no reason why instead of Rs. 1,000, it should be Bs. 250 or 
Rs. 500. The Select Committee has accepted Rs. 1,000 and even on 
principle 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS The Select Committee 
has only recommended. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: ^ow, Sir. so far as 
figures are concerned, I have always objected to cheese-pa idng of this 
type. As regards the amendment of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, this is a new 
principle, that is to say the punishment is not to fit the crime hut it 
is to fit the criminal, and that if there are criminals of two different 
categories the punishment should be different. A retail dealer is not 
at all a child or a woman that he should be treated differently from 
a wholesale dealer. If the crime is not sufficiently heinous, then the 
punishment will be less than awarded to a person who has committed a 
more heinous offence. T do not see any reason why on principle I 
should accept the amendment of Mr. Rai t^liaudhuri which will 
merely complicrate matters, the more so as every court will have to 
deride whether the jierson is a wholesale dealer or a retail dealer. 

The motion iiHJved by Mr. P. Bunerji that in clause 10, in line 25, 
for the words "one thousand,” the woids “five hundred” be suhstitut- 
ed, was then jiut and lost. 

Tlic motion of Rai Ilarondra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 10, 
in line 25, for the words ‘'one thousand rupees” the words “five 
hundred rupees in the case of a retail dealer or t4> one thousand rupees 
in the case of a wholesale dealer” l>e substituted, w'as then .put and 
lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 10, 
line 27, for the word “fifty” the words “twenty-five rupees in the cose 
of a retail dealer and to fifty rupees in the case of a wholesale 
dealer*' l)e substituted, was then put and lost. 

Mr. R. M. SASSOON; On a point of order. Sir. Mr. Sinclair 
wanted to move amendment 62-65, He was actually on his legs, wait- 
ing to addnesH you, but you moved from one page to another and it was 
difficult to follow what was going on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 58-61 was moved and accepted, 
and I put it before the House. I am going teriaiim. Each one was 
moved or accepted and put before the House and declared and then I 
proceed to the next juiiendmeat. 



M GOVERNMENT BILLS. [3bj) Phi., 

Mr. R. M. SAtlOON: But, Sir, Mr. Sinckjir was waiting to 
•ddres 9 you with regard to amendment No. 62-65. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Bad luck! (Laughter.) 

Clause 18 . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 18(7)(6), for paragraphs (i) and (ii) the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“to the* Sessions Judge of the district or any other person who, for 
the time being, exercises the function of a Sessions Judge of 
the district within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (Act V of 1898).“ 

I beg also to iuov(‘ (hal in clause 18 (3), line 1, for the wor<ls “Board 
of Bevenue,” tlie words ‘.^igh Court of Calcutta” be substituted. 

Sir, niy idea is to change the fonini of appeal. I do not know 
whether you have got any experience of Magistrates’ (huirts nowadays, 
particularly after the inauguration of the present lleforms. Whatever 
little vestige of judicial character the> possessed in the pi't‘-lleform 
days, they have lost that altogether now. Each and every executive- 
ri/7n-judicial officer has become an out-and-out executive (►rderl> , and 
there is no appellate jurisdiction vested in the nien remaining in them. 
I am a humble legal practitioner 

Thtt Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, 
Sir. 1 did not like to interrupt Mr. Sanyal, but I have an amendment 
with regard to this clause, w’hich aims at deleting sub-clauses l(aj and 
(6) leaving the (jiiestion of appeal to the pre.scribed authority. The idea 
of my amendment w’ill be that probably the same authority w^hich will 
deal with the Bengal Sales Tax Bill should also deal with it, and if the 
House is disposed to accept my amendment, then Mr. Sanyal’s amend- 
ment need not he moved. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: No, Sir. We see through 
the matter very well. We are not happy to leave the rule-making 
power to Government. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point li order, Sir. Is 
the honourable member in order in casting reflection on the magistracy 
or the judicial officers employed by the Government? (Mr. Jogesh 
Chakdiu Gupta: Bather belated!) I ask for a ruling on the point. 
The honourable member has made general remarks about the officers of 
Qoyernment employed in the administration of justice. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If he does so in general terms> I shall be glad 
if Mr. Siddiqi will please help me to find out how it is unparliamentary. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If you will permit me, Sir, 


Mr. SPEAKER: Not by argument but by reference to some ruling. 
I shall be glad if Mr. Siddiqi will give me rulings on a point like this. 
As a matter of fact, my difficulty is that I have (o carry out the 
responsibility of this Assembly alone single-handed without any legal 
assistance whatsoever in the matter of finding out these things. 1 
might .say that I asked Government long ago that 1 should be given a 
legal assistant wlu) will hel[) im‘ in finding out muteiials for this 
purpose. The matter is unil(*r their consideration. I feel (hat 

there should he proper legal assi>tan(‘e to the Speaker for finding out 
constitutional practices on an issue like this, but I have no su<*h ^talf 
for that. I do hope that Mr. Abdur llahman Siddiqi will help me in 
finding it out. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: if my uHsintance is needed, 1 
declare that remarks of the character made by the honourable member 
are unparliamentary. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Your ipine (h.nt won’t do, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We have yonsiderable 
happiness to listen to the (di^ervations that fell from \ou, Sir. In the 
meantime, through you, Sir, may 1 a«Ivise my honourable friend 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi that executives will l>e better served and 
protected, not by raising points of order but b} laying down a standard 
of good conduct through the agency of thi.s Government P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, will you plea.se come to the point 
now? 


Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Ve«, Sir. My idea i» 
to have the forum of apppeal, not in the magistracy but in 
the judiciary which is independent of the Bengal Government as 
laid down in the Regulation, because I am not happier by the interrup- 
tion of Mr. Suhrawardy when he says that the prescribed authority will 
hear appeals and the prescribed authority will be determined by rules. 
We have already suffered too much under the tyranny of the rule-making 
power of Government, and I do not want to go further, and if anybody 
knows anything as to what the rule-making power will decide, we are 
dead sure that tleese apellate powers will not be given by Government 
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either to the judges or munsifs or subordinate judges, because they 
know to their discomfiture that at least these judicial functionaries still 
try to exercise and administer justice, not dictated by anybody, whereas 
the magistracy stands on an entirely different footing. A word of 
command from an Hon’ble Minister’s orderly will be a sort of dictation 
from the powers that be. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: Very 
unfair.) It is very, very true nonetheless. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
wardy is to-day sitting in the Treasury Benches. Probably he had no 
reason to go to the mufassal courts because he does not require to earn 
his livelihood by practising in the courts, but we all know, even 
Mr. Suhrawardy knows, in course of interpellations and in course of 
certain matters that came out on the floor of the House through our 
leader Mr. Sara! Chandra Bose. At that time Mr. iSuhrawardy might 
have had a taste of the manner in which these executive function- 
aries are conducting themselves to-day. They are anything but judges. 
They are incapable of exercising judicial capacity. They are neither 
dispassionate, nor detached, nor impartial. They are simply carrying 
out the behests of Government, and everybody knows that the behests 
of Government are nothing but the whims and caprices of the Hon’ble 
Ministers. As a humble law'yer which you oiue were (Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu: Not humble.) in previous days, you pnduibly cannot 
visualise what a state of things has crept into existence in the mufassal 
courts in the magistracy. I am not exaggerating things; i am telling 
you the plainest of plain truths that the executive functionaries have 
ceased to be judges. They are .so many canvassing agents on behalf 
of Government. So it will serve absolutely no useful purpose by 
giving appellate power to these officers. Let us have these things beard 
by judges. The Criminal l*rocedure Code has ve.sted the Sessions Judge 
with the jK)wer of dealing with such work, and Government does not 
stand to lose by at least relieving the executives of a part of their work. 
They are already overburdened. From bitter experience I know that 
if 1 go to a magistrate’s court prepared with a big criminal api>eal, he 
does not find time to take it up. He .sits in court at 3 p.m, as soon «l 
it is 3-30 p.m. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyul, I do not want to interrupt you, but 
don't you realise that, so far as clause 18 is concerned, it is not an 
appeal against prosecutions. That i.s the point to which I want to draw 
your attention. As a lawyer at one time myself, I know that so far as 
prosecutions are^ concerned, they are in the nature of penal provisions 
and as such they must be governeil by the Criminal Procedure Cods. 
This Act cannot abrogate the Criminal Procedure Code. The moment 
a man is convicted he is convicted under a penal provision of the Act. 


SASAMKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It is a SDeoial AoL 
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Mr«BFEAKEIt: This is meant only for those orders passed other 
than penal provisions which come under the usual Criminal Procedure 
Code. 

The Hofi’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have oUowed 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal to rambl e - 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is that parliamentary P 1 
must ask him to withdraw that expression. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is not unparlia- 
mentary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You should not use such langua^^o. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That may he the standard 

of a Ben^^al Minister, but decencv is the standard of a jfentleman. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
ehould not talk rot. He has l)eeu sayinff things against inagistrateB. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is the word “rot” parliamentary P 
It is unbecoming ot a gentleman to use such language. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That may l)e proper language tor use in ottice 
rooms and other places, but not in a liegislulure. Vim should not 
address a member in such language. 1 think there oiiglit to be a 
certain standard observed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 would like the Opposi- 
tion to ohse^i** that standard. For a member to take up this section 
of the Motor Sales Hill, to distort it by alleging that this section applies 
t© appeals against conviction, and then to utilise his privileged position 
for a tirade against magistrates, against a body of officers, who can 
hardly protect themselves, who cannot protect themselves in this House, 
is in my opinion conduct of such a nature that I think the honourable 
gentleman — I use the word “honourable” — would be deserving of 
anything that might be said against him. 

Sir, yotk have interpreted this section correctly, if I may presume 
to say 80 . This order refers to the order passed by officers who are 
administeriivg the Act and does not refer to any conviction. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALl May 1 give a reply to the 
point raised by you, Sir? I refuse to give any reply to the Hoo’ble 
Minister who ([uestions his own honourable character and reflects on 
others. 
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So far as clause 18 is concerned, I very much appreciate your point, 
but this Act is much wider than you apprehend it is. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Don’t you realise that this Act does not by any 
means intend to repeal the Criminal Procedure Code? 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL, No repealing is necessary, 
because it is a special Act and it creates its own special Tribunal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not an order; that is a conviction. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is an order. 

Mr, SPEAKER: No. By this time you ought to realise that in 
the Criminal Procedure Code there is nothing like an order. There is 
either acquittal or conviction. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: May I remind you that when 
you have to file an appeal against conviction, you simply say that as 
you are aggrieved by the order of such and such date, the humble 
petitioner prefers an appeal on the following grounds? 

W*** SPEAKER: I do not remember. In any case, here is an 
explanation from Government that they do no-t mean this section to be 
utilised in such a way as to abrogate the Criminal Procedure Code. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Will you be good 
enough to .see sub-clause { 4 )? 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Even if it is a revenue 
order, I stand on the same footing. My arguments go home even in 
respect of that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is your lookout. 

The motions of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Ranyal that in clause 18(/)(b), 
for paragraphs (i) and (ii) the following la* substituted, namely: — 

“to the Ses.sions Judge of the district or any other pergon who for 
the time being, exercises the functions of a Sessions Judge 
of the district within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (Act V of 1898),“ 

and that in clause 18(J). line 1, for the words “Board of Revenue*' 
the words **High Court of Calcutta” be sub.stituted, 

were then put and lost. 



1941.] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


71 


Claute 19, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 69-72 does not arise. 

SASAHKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I bep to move that in clause 
19(^)(d), in line 2, the words “every month” be omitted. 

I hope the Hon’ble Minister will realise that this is necessary in 
the interests of drafting, because if you look at clause H{h), you will 
find that for the word “month” the w'ord “quarter” has been substi- 
tuted by the amendment proposed by the Select (\)mmittee. It is one 
thing in clause b(h) and another thing in clause 8(h), but the appli- 
cability of this section is in respect of both. 

Mr. J. F. SINCLAIR: I beg to move that in clause 19(2) (d), in 
line 3, for the expression “<lau8e (h) of” the words “every quarter 
under” be substituted. 

That is a purely consequential amendment. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The amendment 
No. 74-77 is consecjuential, and I accept it. Amendment No. 73 is not 
consequential. 

The amendment of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 
19(2)(d). in line 2, the words “every month” be omitted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. J. F, Sinclair that in clau.se J9(2)(d), in line 3, 
for the expression “clause (h) of,” the words “every (|uarter under” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjoummaiit. 


It being 7-50 p.m. 

The House was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 4th February, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the giovUioiis of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 4th February, 1941, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.b., 
Khan Kaliadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 186 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Qrsnt-ln-aid to girls’ sohooli In Goslundo ludivition. 

Msulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Kduculion Deimriment be pleased to state — 

(а) how many girls’ schools are at present existing in the sub- 

division of Goalundo; 

(б) how many of them are located in areas inhabited chiefly by 

Muslims ; 

(c) how many of them are in receipt of Government grants; 

(d) the amount of Government grants received by each of them; 

(e) how many of the Government-aided schools are located in the 

areas referred to in (6); 

(/) how many of the said schools were visited by the inspecting 
staff in the year 1939-40; and 

(g) the number of visited schools which are located in areas inhabit- 
ed chiefly by Muslims? 

MINISTER in of IN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (IN 

Honlilo Mr. A. K. Fulul Huq): (a) 33. 

( 6 ) 10 . 

(c) 6 . 
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(d) (1) Rajbari Urban Girls* School — Ko.33 per uMnaem. 

(2) Sonapur Urban Girls* School — R8.15 per mensem. 

(3) Nawpara Urban Girls* School — Rs.lO per mensem. 

(4) Habashpur Urban Girls* School — Rs.20 i)er mensem, 

(5) Khagjana Urban Girls* School — Rs.lO per mensem. 

(e) None. 

(/) 5. 

(p) None. 

Mr. 8A$ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
it not a well-known decorum in parliamentary practice that when an 
Hon'ble Minister wa.s not found in his post at the proper time and 
he comes later he should apologise to the Speaker P 

The Honlile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs W ell, I am ufudogising 
to the Speaker. It does not cost me anything, (daughter.) (A voice 
from the Congress party benches: Don’t you want to bc' a hejoP) No. 
I am already so much (»f a liero in the Bengali newspapers that I do 
not like to be more. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I hope the Hon’ble the (>hief Minister will kindly 
refrain from such talks across the table. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is part of my answer 
and therefore I am saying this. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With referemr to answer (ff), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state the reason wliy mme of 
the w*hools which were located in areas inhabited by Muslims have 
been visited by the inspecting staffP 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; This is one of the many 
disabilities wdiich many Muslims suffer from. 

Maulwi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: What are you doing then? 

TIm Httnlila Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Nothing, because you are 

interrupting. (I^aughter.) 

Mr. 8FEAKER. Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, if you interrupt in this 
way, I shall have the painful necessity of seeing that you do not do it 
in future. There was absolutely no justification for you to interrupt. 
Interruptions inrite replies and that brings the proceed] ng« to a 
position in which it is impossible to carry on the debate. 
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Mauivi ABU HOMAIN SARKAR: Sir, I was not interrupting . 


Mfa SPEAKER! Order order. No argument please. If you 
persist in such interruptions, I shall have the painful duty of naming 
you. 


Freo-stutfefitshifM to Soheduled Caste students in Dacca districtB 

*17. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY! (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the year 1^0 — 

(i) the names of recognised high English schools both for boys and 
girls in the district of Dacca — 

(1) under the Calcutta University, and 

(2) under the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Educa- 
tion, Dacca; 

(ti) the number of Scheduled (^aste student.s (boys and girls) read- 
ing in those schools; 

(ill) the number of them reading in the top four classes; 

(tv) the names of schools in which members of the Scheduled Castes 
are on the teaching staff and on the Managing Committee; 

(v) the number of free and half-free studentships granted in each 

school; and 

(vi) the number of them that are enjoyed by — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste students? 

{b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps — 

(/) for granting free-studentships liberally to the Scheduled Caste 
students; and 

(ti) for securing certain percentage of Scheduled Caste members— 

(1) on the teaching staff, and 

(2) on the Managing Committee^of each school? 

Thu HCMi’blu Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! (a) A statement is laid on 
the Library table. 

(b) (i) Free-studentships up to an annual limit of 15 per cent. 
the enrolment of Scheduled Caste pupils are allowed in Government and 
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aided high English schools. Moreover stipends out of the allotment 
of B8.72,000 are being shared by the pupils of high stage during the 
current year. These concessions are on a vsufficiently liberal scale. 

(it) (1) Due regard is paid to the appointment of teachers in Gov- 
ernment schools according to the communal ratio rules laid do^n by 
Government. 

(2) Government are prepared to c-onsider the matter in Goveniment 
schools; for other schools they do not projx)se to lay down any rules. 

BabU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the llon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state wdiether it is a fact that those stndcfits the schools 
have not been getting any stipend from any funds y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think that it is 
correct. If the honourable member persists in putting that (piestion I 
must have notice and I will emjuire. 

Mr# ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: With reference to pi^swer (h) (i), 
is it a fact that Its. 72,0(K) has imt been provided in the' Cnrn'nt year's 
budget ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This has hecn carried 
from year to year. In the current year’s budget we have j)rovi<led 
for additional expenditure. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the llon'hle Minister.be 
pleased to state whether any Scheduled rast<‘ candidate has been 
appointed in the teaching staff in the year 1940^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Religious irtstniction in guru training schools. 

MS. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (o) Will the Hon'hle 
Minister in charge of the 1^1 neat ion Dej^rtment la* pleased to state 
whether under the new syllabus of 194(1 religious instruction is a com- 
pulsory subject for Guru Training Examination? 

(b) If so, is the Hon ’bit* Minister aware that in many guru training 
schools where 75 per cent, of the f/uru students or majority of them are 
Muslims, rfo Muslim leacbi» has yet Wen posted F 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the affinnative, will the Hon 'bio 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangement the (Government have 
made for imparting religious instructions to students in the guru 
training schools of the Province F 
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Hit HminH9 Mr. A. K. PAILUL HUQs (a) Tes. 

(5) and (c) There are £ve guru training schools which hare no 
Muslim teacher on the staff, vis., — 

(1) Bankura Guru Training School, 

(2) Garbetta Guru Training School, 

(3) Nimtala Guru Training School, 

(4) Tamluk Guru Training School, and 

(5) Gogbat Guru Training School. 

The first four have at present no Muslim student in training. In the 
fifth a competent Muslim teacher in training teaches the subject and 
the In8[>ector writes that he will soon post a Muslim teacher there. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to part 
(a) of the answer, will the Hon’hle Mini.ster he }>leased to slate whether 
religious insj^riK'tion only in one form of religion is made compulsory 
or religious ruction of all forms of religion is made compulsory? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole point is that w^e 
are ready to provide for religious instruction. In the case of Muslims 
it is easy to decide what that instruction will be. In the ca>e of non- 
Muslims, they are at liberty to receive an\ kind of religious instruction 
that they like. We cannot de<‘ide that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be plea.sed to note that here the (luestion arises in connection 
with tin* religious instructi(»n (»f (iitrtis ami not of stmlents. Therefore 
the (|uesti(m is whether religious instruction for the (rvrus is going to 

be provided for only in one form of religion or also in other forms of 

religion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole point is that 
the Muslims have got a definite demand and that can be met, but there 
18 no demand from any other community. If there is a definite deraantl 
from other communities also, we will meet that. 

Rii HARENURA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ifonble 

Minister then see that in future primary schools will be only staffed by 
8iu% teacher or teachers who can provide religious instruction in other 
forms of religion? 

Tlii HoilIlM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt That is not for ns but M 

the School Board to decide. ♦ 
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FiNl for Second Maolvis in the Suhordlnete Educationel Strviee. 

MS. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: {a) Will the Ilou^ble Minister in 
eharge of the Education Deiwirtinent \>e pleased to lay on the table n 
•tatement, showing from April, 19*18, to June, 1940, — 

{i) the iLames of Second Maulvis in the Suhordinute Educational 
Service appointed in Government high English sclnsds; 

(n) their qualifications; and 

(Hi) native districts? 

{b) Is it a fact that no ixuiel is prepared for selei tion of candidates 
for such appointments? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the afiirmutive, will (he llon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the lloirble Ministio Is* pleased to state whet her it is a 

fact-—~ *, 

♦ .. 

(i) that one Mntri('ulate hinal Madrasah jaisscd Maulvi was 
upj)ointed in llajshahi Collegiate Sclund in 19d9 in pretereuce 
to some 11. A. and M.A. Final Ma<iiaHali {Hissed (uiiididates; 
and 

{ii) that a non-Mutriculate Se<‘ond Maulvi has hetui a{)|>oin(ed in 
an oflSciatiiig vacancy in the Jamu]]mr Government High 
English School (Mymensiugh) in {ueference to Matricu- 
late candidates belonging to the same district? 

{e) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the cases 
of qualified Matriculate Maul vis serving in aide<l schools are considered 
for appointment in Government service? 

Thf Hofi’bic Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement furnishing 
the information is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The apiKiintments in the {wist of Second Maulvis are made by 
the local j:;ontrolling officers. The number of vacancies under the 
C(mtroi of each of these officers is limited. It is not }K»esible for each 
looal officer to prepare a panel. The preparation of one panel 1^ the 
Director of Public Instruction would interfere with the powei^ of appoint- 
ment vested in the local controlling officers. 

(d) (t) A Matriculate F.M. pasaed Maulvi was appointed but not 
in preferetiiOe to any B.A. or M.A. with F.M. qualification. 
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(it) The person appointed as Second Maulvi, Janialpur Government 
High School, passed the Alim, Fazil Momtazul Mohaddesin and High 
Madrasah Examinations of the Dacca Board which is equivalent to the 
MatricnlUtion Examination, He was the best available candidate and 
superior to any candidate belonging to the district of Mymensingh. 

(e) The claims of Maulvis serving in aided schools for appointments 
under Government are always considered provided they apply and fulfil 
the requirements of the posts for which they are candidates. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No, 19, 
showing the names of Second Maulvis appointed in permanent and quasi- 
permanent vacancies in Oovernmmt high schools during the period from 
April, 193H, to June, 1940, and their qualifications and native districts. 


Name «md lioNi^tiatidu. 

Date of 
appoint' 
incnt. 

Qualitioation. 

Home district. 

1. Maulvi Md.«^u Hakr, 
8(Hioud Maa|v), llo^ra 
Zilla School. 

20'8-lH.38 

B.A. (Arabic, Cla«H I) 

Nadia. 

1 

2, Maulvi AIhIiiI Rahinuu 
Bekhud. Sot^otui Maulvi 
(Urdu 'rtvichor), Dar- 
jeoliug (lovcnimrnt 

High School. 

5-8ia:i8 

Alirn, Ka/il and Matnc. 

Azarngarb, 

United Pro- 
vinces. 

3, Maulvi A. K. .M. Ahdul 1 
Majid, S<H’oiol Maulvi, 
Nawal) Ihihadur’M Iii«- 
tit lit ton, Mui-Nhuiabad. 

2ull-lfK{H 

lalamic I.A., pa^Med 
B.A., completed 

F.M. courBe and 
studied M.A. couree 
(Arabic). 

Bakargttii j . 

4. Maulvi Kazi Ahdul Majid, 
Second Maulvi, liaj* 
dhalii Collegiate School. 

81 -J 040 

Fa/.il and Matriculate 

Ditto. 

3. Maulvi Abul Kaia t^udri, 
Second Maulvi, Bir- 
bbum Zilla School. 

1-8- loan 

Studied up to Cam- 
bridge lik'bool Oerti- 
ticate Standard. 

Calcutta. 

tl. Maulvi A. T. M. Abdul 
Ho<{iie, Second Maulvi, 
Jamalpur Government 
High Soliool. 

24-1-1040 

Alim, Faxil Momtaaul 
Moliaddeein and 

High Madraaali 

Examinations. 

Noakhali. 


intpeotiM of frit primiiysohooit for boys ificl girls in Myinsfisingh. 

*20. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) WUl the Hon Ue 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of (1) free and (2) aided primary schot^ 
in the district of Mymensingh ; 

(it) the number of (1) boys and (2) giris reading therein; 
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(tit) the number of Sub-Inspectors of Schools appointed for inspec- 
tion of those schools ; and 

(it?) whether the Inspectingr staff visit each of the schools ohce in 
a year? ' T 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the nefjrative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefoi P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate the increase in the number of Sub-Insi)ecti)rs 
of Schools? 

Tli0 Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) (1) 2,5V2 and (2) 

1 , 607 . 

(ti) In free Board schools— (1) 178,498 and (2) 13.077. 

In aided schools — (1) 4,229 and (2) 52,436. 

(tii) 21. 

(it?) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) There is under consideration u scheme for the leorganisutiou of 
the In8i)ectorate including- the apiHwntmeiit ol a larger number of 
Primarj Iiisi)ectors in jdace of the existing Suh-InsiR'ctors of SchcMds 


Purchase of Jute by Covemment. 

*21. Dr, SURE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: (a) Will the llon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries DeixiHment l)o 
pleased to state — 

(i) what has hapix^ned to the hfty thousand bales of jute that the 

Government purchased a few months (jack; 

(ii) what was the cost of purchase of those fifty thousand bides; 
(tii) how much out of this purchase money has already been 

recovered; 

(iv) how much more is likely to come; and 
(t?) whether there is any likelihootl of there being any loss? 

(b) If th!te answer to (a) (r) is in the affinnative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the probalde amount of such loss; and 
(ti) how the Government propose to meet this loss? 
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TIm Hifinrt* Mf. H. t. iUHRAWARIIY Cm Mialf tf tht 
Hr. TamiziNMill Khtn): (a) (i) They are being held in atore. 

(t^ 118.28,97,872.15-3. 

(iv) and (v) There is no intention to dispose of this stock at present 
and no (|uestion of profit or loss now arises. The day-to-day value of 
this stock varies according to the market quotations. What may bo 
the ultimate jirofit or loss on this tntnsaction cannot be stated now 
and will not be known until Government decide to sell this jute. 

(h) Docs not arise. 

Hr. SYiD JALALUDDIN HAYHEMY: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount spent date for storage and 

insurance? ' 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I must have notice of 
that. It is not any considerable amount. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state what will be the present market value of jute? 

Tht Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is very difficult to say. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state why the Government is not selling the jute already 
stored ? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. H. B. SUHRAWARDYs Because the Government 
does not Mant to overload the market and depress the price of jute still 
further. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the cost price of jute and what is the present 
market price? 

Thn Hofl*blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS I have already told yon 
that it is very difficult to say. The cost price of jute is given here 
(showed the answer paper). 

Dr. iURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEEs What is the price per bale? 
(At this stage many members began to speak simultaneously.) 

Mr. BFEAKERt Yon are not prepared to hear Ute Hon'hle Minister 
to the full. 
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lift 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYALS He is also not prepared to hear 
ns. * 

% 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU : On a point of order, Sir. Will the 
waving of the sheet by the Hon'ble Minister go down in the proceedings 
here? That is absurd. 

(There were again disturbances from all sides.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER. If you want to settle it between yourselves I may 
leave the Chair for the time l)€ing. If you want me to settle it, you 
should not all make simultaneously that amount of noise which prevents 
me from knowing what is going nn. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon^de Minhster be 
pleased to state what was the cost price of this quality of jute per maund 
and what is the present market price of the same quality? 

The Hoil’bio Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: With reference to the 
first, the jute was bought in driblets of, I think, one thousand or two 
thousand bales at varying prices. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: What is the average price? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That I do not know. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Ministex^ be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the jute was purchased at about 
Rs. 59 per bale and that the present price of a bale of this quality of 
jute is not more than Rs. 40? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: With regard to the first 
item, I don’t think that my friend is correct. Jute has been purchased 
at between Rs. 55 to Rs. 59 at varying prices, and with regard to the 
present price of jute, I think it is very difficult to say what the present 
price is, but it is certainly above Rs. 42. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any possibility of the present price of 
this quali^ of julS» rising to the level of the cost price? 

TIm Hmnih Mr. H. 8 . SUHRAWARDY: If my friend wants my 
opinion 


Mr. 8MRENDRA NATH BISWAS: No; I want to know what it the 

market position and what is the Hon’ble Minister’s information. 
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Tll0 HM’Me Mr. H. S. tUHRAWARDYS My friend wants to know 
my opjnion about the market ^sition. If he wants it, I will give him 
my ojiinion. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE S Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has got any intention of stocking jute any 
further K 


Tlia H0fl*bl6 Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs There is no intention at 
the present moment, bui if the exigencies of the situation demand it, 
I think Government should try to stock further. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BlSWj^S: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the fact that there will be jute much 
in excess of this year’s consumption, it means that will amount to 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are developing an argument. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are. You had better frame your question 
properly. In the meanwhile I shall ask other honourable members to 
put their questions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’bla Minister be 
pleased to state whether this disinclination on the part of the Govern- 
ment is due to the fact that there will be further loss or due to the fact 
that they are not in a position to finance it? 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; To what disinclination 
does the honourable member refer? 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question, Mr. GhoseP 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In reply to my previous question, 
the Hon’ble Minister stated that the Government have no further inten- 
tion of stocking jute. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; he has not said that. 

Mr. SYEO dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In view of the arrange- 
ment arrived at as a result of the Conference held in New Delhi on the 
4ih and 5th of December last, will the Hon^ble Minister beT pleased to 
state the necessity of storing jute any further? 
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rim Hon’We Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWAROY: I have alread^r answered 
this question. If this jute which we hare stored is released to-day, thf^ 
price of jute in the general market is bound to fall and the agriculturists 
will get a lesser price for their jute than they are getting now. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Government intend to release this stored jute? 

The Hoft’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS Government has not made 

up its mind, but if I can forecast what may be the possible opinion of 
Government, Government will certainly release this jute at a time when 
the release will not be detrimental to the interests of agriculturists aad 
when the price will in all probability be equal to the price which we 
have already paid and w'hich will perhaps give the Government sows 
profit. 


Fall in the price of Jute. 

^22. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Ilepartnient aware that 
the price of jute has gone down to Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-H per maundy 

(h) If the answer to (a) in in the ufiirmutivc, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps an* the Government contemplat- 
ing to take for ( hecking this unusual fall in prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on bohalf of the Hon*hlo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The average price of jute has never been 
as low as Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8 per maund and is now very much higher. 

(6) The arrangement arrived at as a result of the Conferenee in 
New Delhi on 4th /5th December, 1940, full particulars of which have 
l^een published in the Press and widely circulated in the jute-growing 
areas, has completely checked the fall in price.s that was apprehended 
at the time when this question was framed. Since then inutassal prices 
have risen considerably and for the time being they are steady. 
Government however are keeping a close watch on the situation 


•23. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that in the course of gradual fall the price of the “middle’' quality of 
jute has now fallen down to about B8.4 and that of the “bottom*' 
quality to about Rs.2-4 per maund ? 

(b) If ao, why the Government did not take steps to keep up the 
price of thoiC qualities of jute at a fair and econpmic level f 
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(c) Have the Government enquired whether the agreement made 
between Government and the Indian Jute Mills' Association, which 
body gave thereby an undertaking to purchase the ‘^middle" quality of 
jute at a price not lower than Bs.S and the “bottom" quality at a price 
not lower than Rs.T per maund up till the month of December, 1940, 
has been respected by the mills of that Association? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Indian Jute Mills and the Shippers have 
practically stopped buying juteP 


TN Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mfi Tamliuddln Khan): (a) No. Up to the 25th November, 1940, 
the price of '^middles" had nowhere fallen to Bs. 4. Throughout the 
season so far the price of “middle" quality jute, both White jute and 
Tossa, was well maintained. Prices had varied in the niufassal between 
Its. f)-8 and Its. 8-8 per maund accordin^'^ to variety and locality. The 
prices of “bottom" quality jute had fallen in many places but it would 
not be correct to say that the average price of this grade had fallen to 
Us. 2-4 though this price may have been quoted in some instances for 
jute of extremely poor quality. 

(5) Government took all steps within their power to maintain an 
economic level of prices. 

(c) Government are well aware of the action taken by the mills to 
implement the agreement then in existence between the Association 
and Government. A numl>er of mills made every effort to act accord- 
ing to that agreement but others either resorted to various methods of 
evasion (»r did very little to make that arrangement effective. 

(d) Towards the end of November there was verj' little purchase 
of jute by mills or by balers. Government are not aware that jute is 
normally purchased by shippers except from piicca balers. 

Since this question was framed the situation regarding purchase of 
jute by mills has completely changed as a result of the buying pro- 
gramme adopted at the Conference held in Delhi in December last. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Eon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Government came to any arrangement in the X)onferenoe 
with regard to th^ purchase of jute of the lower bottom quality? 


me Hofl’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, Government have set 
their face against creating any jute of lower bottom quality ; they think 
that the creation of any such quality would depress prices generally, 
and jute of bottom quality will he sold as lower bottom quality. 
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Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government estimate of 
this yearns crop will be 120 lakhs of bales, but that the total quantit^y 
which the mills under the new agreement with Government have agreed 
to purchase is 37} lakhs of bales P 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir; that is not so 
We think that 120 lakhs of bales is the probable outturn of this year’s 
crop ; 37} lakhs of bales is to be purchased by the mills and by Govern- 
ment from January 15th to April 16th. They may purchase, and 
probably will purchase, for the remaining two and a half months of the 
season. Further, this 37J lakhs of bales is not the total quantity that 
they will purchase. Tt represents only the jnirchase of jute of quality 
of bottom and above. Anything purchased by them below bottom 
quality will not be accounted in the 37} lakhs of bales. I am told that 
some such purchases are taking place which will help in taking away 
some jute from the market. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to annwcr 
(c) of question No. 23, will the TTon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government contemplate to take action against those members of the 
Association who have so far either resorted to various methods of 
evasion or did very little to make that arrangement effective? 

The Hon’KHo Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. Tn the first 
place, this agreement was between Government and the Association and 
not with the member mills. And the Association w^as of opinion that 
the member! mills would fully implement the assurances wliicb the 
Association had given to Government. 8o far as this particular agree- 
ment is concerned, it has been cancelled by a fresh agreement which has 
been arrived at on the 4th December. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bow much jute have the mills purchased up to date? 


Tha Hon’bto Mr. H. S# SUHRAWARDYl I must have notice of this 
’ question. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister t>e 
pleased to state how much quantity of the bottom quality of jute, that 
is, jnte outside the amount of 37} lakhs of bales, as just now stated, has 
been purchased by the millsf 



•f 


QUESTIONS. 


[4t& Feb., 


Tlii Han’We Mr. H. $• SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I would normally 
lare stated that I would like to liave notice of this question, because 
(rf)tiou8ly I cannot know how much has been purchased by the mills, 
but I think eren if I had notice of this question it would be almost 
impossible for me to find out how much of the purchase made by the 
mills is bottom quality, how much of the middle and how much of the 
other qualities. 

Mr. I8WAR DAS J ALAN 8 Is the Government aware of the fact that 
ifter the arrangement at Delhi on the 4th and 5th December last nine 
mills in Calcutta and the suburbs, have been burned down? That is, 
fire broke out in no less than nine mills in Calcutta and the suburbs. 

Thf Hofl’bio Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of these 
♦ery distressing facts. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the answer which the 
Hon*ble Minister has just now given to my question that Government 
was not in a position to state how much quantity the mills have already 
{mrchased, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state how does 
Government ascertain that the agreement with Government is being 
domp’lied with or not? 

Tha HOffl’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The question asked by the 
honourable member was of a very general nature, and in that question 
he wanted me to supply information as to how much jute has been 
purchased from the beginning of the season. Obviously, Government 
have not taken stock of how much has been purchased, but I am in a 
position to state how much the mills have purchased from the time the 
agreement has been arrived at up till the 15th January up to which we 
have received the returns. And some of these returns have also been 
checked. I think the mills have purchased fifteen lakhs less one and a 
half lakhs of bales, that is to say, 75 minus 7=68 lakhs of maunds of 
jtlte. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the fact that not even 50 per cent, 
of the jute of this year’s crop has not yet been purchased by the mills, 
what steps Government have taken to ensure better prices for the sale 
of the balance of jute of this year’s crop? 

Hit Hon’blt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am not prepared to 
ifccepi the proposition that not more than 50 ner cent, has been 
purchased. 
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Mr# ISWAR DAS 4ALAN: Will the Hon^ble Minuter be pleased to 
state from whom the mills purchase jute? Is it from the middlemen 

or from the cultivators direct P 


Tfia Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So far as 1 am aware, 

mills purchase jute through brokers. 

Mr. ISWAR DAS JALAN: Did the mills purchase jute from the 
middlemen, that is, persons who have already hoarded large quantities 
of jute, or did they purchase from the cultivators? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I re]>eat my answet, Sir, 

that the mills purchase through brokers. 


Sugarcane cultivation in SiraJganJ subdivision. 

•24. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Is the IIou ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that 
the people of the Sirajganj subdvision specially of police-station Siraj- 
ganj and Kazipur have cultivated sugarcane in abundance? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister he pleased to state the actual quantity of land under sugarcane 
cultivation ? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate the establishment of a 
Sugar Mill at Sirajganj ? 

Tho Hon’bic Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY (on behalf of tho Hon*blo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan); (a) Yes. 

(6) About 1,300 acres roughly. 

(c) No. 


Rise In tho prioo of paddy and rioa. 

•25. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware of 
the fact that the price of paddy and rice has risen up in Bengal without 
having parity with the prices of other necessaries of life? 

(b) If io, what steps has the Provincial Board of Control taken to 
hiring it down to keep parity with the prices of other necessaries of life? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken or propose to take to 
lower the price of paddy and rice? 
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(J) li tlie rise in the price of paddy and rice due to Tieavy export or 
to shortage of those articles f 

(e) What steps are the Government considering to take to enable 
the poor buyers of paddy and rice in the Province to get the same at a 
cheaper rateP 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy); (a) No. The 

price of other necessaries of life such as wheat, kerosine, salt and 
coarse cloth has also risen. There is little disparity between the price 
of rice and paddy and that of other necessaries of life. 

(b^ Does not arise. 

(o) No steps have been taken or are proposed to be taken by Govern- 
ment in the matter at present. 

(d) The rise is mainly due to the shortage of stock. In fact, export 
suffered due to lack of shipping space. 

(e) Vide (c) above. 

Difficulty of water transport in Jessora district. 

*26. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken for the 
resuscitation of the rivers Nabaganga, the Bhairab and the KapotakshiP 

(h) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(i) that in the district of Jessore steamers cannot ply in the area 
between Naldi and Lohagara and between Chaulia and 
Magura throughout the year; 

(u) that in various places of the Nabaganga particularly in the 
abovemen tioned area, people can cross the river on foot ; and 

(in) that many jute concerns with business centre in that area have 
left the places? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
silting up of the river Nabaganga in the area between Naldi and 
liohagaraP 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of opening 
a few points between Naldi and lx>hagara and betweeijt Chaulia and 
Magura to make the river navigable till the Government are in a 
position to take up a comprehensive scheme to act upon? 
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MINISTER in eharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Coseim- 
baiai)S (a) The Nabaganga river has already been improved to some 
extent by the Ghuxnavi Cat. The Bhairab Project under execution 
is intended to improve the lower portion of the Bhairab river. 

The possibility of further improving these two rivers along with 
the Eapotakshi will be examined after the contour plans are ready. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(it) At some places the river becomes fordable during the dry 
season. 

(Hi) I have no information. ^ 

(c) Another branch of the Nabaganga from Naldi towards Narail 
has improved at the cost of the older course (Naldi-Iiohagara Talla). 

(<f) Investigation made so far shows that the proposal is not 
feasible. 


Application of Dofonce of India Ruloc on the ‘^Doahor Vanoe*’ of 

Noakhali. 


*27. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the IToine Department l)een drawn 
to Home (Political) Department Notitieation No. H43P. — I)., dated the 
14th October, 1^0, served ujwn the newspaper Dexher Vaiiee of Noa- 
khali directing that all matter intended^ for jniblication in the news- 
paper be submitted for scrutiny to the District Press Adviser, Noakhali, 
for a period of three mouths from the date of service of this order? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l)€ pleased to state whether 
under the order all advertisements and Government orders had also to 
be submitted for scrutiny l>efore the Press Officer? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hou’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of restricting the application of the orders 
to the editorial columns only? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Honnile 
Khwaja Sin Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to the terms of the order, a 
copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(c) No. 
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Intiniiiiiiit of Moasri. Nopel CbeiMlra BhattaoharJoOi iushii Banoiloo 
and Anil Kumar Sinha of Jossoro. 

*28. Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state for what 
offences Messrs. Nepal Chandra Bhattacharjee, Sushil Banarjee and 
Anil Enmar Sinha of the district of Jessore, have been externed from 
the district and interned in some fixed area? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) how they are earning their livelihood at present; and 
(it) whether they have applied to the Government for making any 
I provision for them? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the educational qualification, 

(u‘) occupation, and 
(ni) status, 

of the gentlemen before the orders were served on them? 

(d) Have the Government sanctioned any allowances for the main- 
tenance of the said gentlemen and their families? 

(e) If the answer <o (d) is in the affirmative, w’ill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the amount that has been sanctioned for 
each of them? 

(/) If no allowance has been granted to them as yet is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of granting an allowance to each 
of them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) The orders were not for 
offences committed. The honourable member is referred to the provi- 


sions of rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules. 

Babu N. C. Bhatta- Babu Siuhil Banerjee. 

oharjae. 

Babu Anil Kumar 
Sinlia. 

(6) (*■) 

From his property 
and with an allow> 
anoe from Qov- 
emmeiit. 

He is now detained 
in jail. 

He is dependent on 
his father. 

(«) 

.. Yea. 

No. 

No, but an appltoa- 
tioi^ie understood 
to have been made 
to the Distriot 
Magistrate. 

(0) (0 
(«) 

Matriculate. 

Graduate. 

Matriculate. 

Yard clerk under 
the Port OomniM* 
eionem, CalouUa. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

(iii) 

. . Middle cbuMi. 

Middle oIms. 

Middle elase. 

(rf) 

.. Yee. 

No. 

No. 

(•) 

.. Ke. 10. 

Does not ariee. 

^Does not arise. 
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(J) The honourable member h referred to my .statements on this 
matter in this House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any application for allowance has been frranted 
up till now in pursuance of the statement made by the ITon’ble Minister 
on the floor of this House that in some cases suitable allowances would 
be granted ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: You can ask only about these three persons. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether proper enquiries with regard to the cases of 
these persons owing to the order passed upon them have been made 
to find out whether suitable provisions in the shape of granting allow- 
ances to such persons and their families would be necessary? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will refer the honour- 
able member to my answer (e). 

Application of Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta for granting intereieiei with 

his nephews. 

•29. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(t) whether Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta arrested on the 17th 
July, 1940, and detained in jail under rule 15^ of the 
Defence of India Rules was released on the 29th August, 
1940; and 

(«) whether he had applied to the authorities concerned for grant- 
ing him interviews with his nephews Balms Kshitish Das 
Gupta, Sailesh Das Gupta, Tuhinangsu Das Gupta and 
Bhabesh Da.s Gupta? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister he pleased to state whether the interviews were granted? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta had any intenriews during the period 
he was detainedjn jail between 17th July, 1940, and 29th August, 1940? 
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Tlie Hoffble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) (t) Yes. 

(m) and (h) Interview was asked for with Babus Sailesb Chandra 
Das Gupta and Bhabesh Chandra Das Gupta only. Interview with tha 
first named was permitted but it could not be arranged as the prisoner 
was released on the day on which orders permitting interview were 
communicated. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (d), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Mr. Ilabindra Mohan Sen Gupta, during the period from 17th July, 
1940; to 29th August, 1940, has asked for interviews which were 
refused ? 

Th« Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Rabindra Mohan 
Sen Gupta cannot apply for interview for himself. If the honourable 
member will kindly read the answers (u) and (6), he will see that two 
gentlemen did apply of which one was allowed, but unfortunately — 
rather in a way, perhaps fortunate — Mr. Sen Gupta was released before 
the interview could actually take place. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether during the period between 17th 
July, 1940, and 29th August, 1940, anybody did apply to have an 
interview with Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta P 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 

member will only read the reply he will find that the answer is there 
already. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am afraid, the 

Hon’ble Minister has not quite followed me. Here in answer (d) the 
Hon’ble Minister has admitted that Mr. Sen Gupta had no interwiews 
with any one during the period between 17th July, 1940, and 29th 
August, 1940. I am asking whether any one had actually applied for 
interviews with Mr. Sen Gupta during that period? 

Tht HonliM Khwajs Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 

member will only read the reply, he will find that in the answer it is 
admitted that two persons did apply and in the case of one the inter* 
view was sanctioned, hut on the very date the permission was com* 
municated, Mr. Sen Gupta was released and therefore he had no inter- 
view during that period. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state why interview was not granted to Mr. Bhabesh Chandra 
Das Gupta P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Persons arrested throughout Bengal under Defence of India Rules. 

•30. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: (a) Will the llon ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the 
names and number of persons arrested throughout Bengal on the 13th, 
14th and 16th September, 1940, under the Defence of India ItulesP 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(i) that majority of tlie arrested persons me ex-detenus and ex- 
State prisoners; and 

(li) that they were along with other detenus released in 1938P 

(c) Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any terroristic outrages (ussassinution of (iovernment 
officers and spies and informers) have taken |)lace in Bengal 
since the release of the said prisoners along with all the other 
detenus and State prisoners in 1938; 

(u) if so, how many ; 

(in) the names of the — 

(1) Government officers, 

(2) spies, and 

(3) informers, 

assassinated since the release of detenus and State prisoners 
in 1938; and 

(tn) the names of the places where the outrages took place P 

The Hofi’bic Ktiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. (n) 06. 1 am not prepared 
to supply the honourable member with the names of those arrested in 
public interest. 

(6) Yes. 

(c)(t) No. 

(u) to (tv) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS How long will the Hon’ble Minister 
be allowed to gwe such arrogant replies P 
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TN Hon’blO Khurija tir NAZIMUODIN: I have already amended 
my answer by adding “in public interest.” 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there was any likelihood of a breach of the 
pietace by these persons before they were arrested? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not see why the 

honourable member assumes that they were arrested because there was 
a likelihood of a breach of the peace. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state w'hat were the reasons for which these persons were 
arrested ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Because they came under 
the purview of the Defence of India Rules. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the grounds on which the Hon’ble Minister 
decided that their cases fell under the provisions of the Defence of 
India Rules? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir ^NAZIMUDDIN; Their activities were of 
such a character that they came under the purview of the Defence of 
India Rules, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answ'er to 
(c) (i) that ever since they were released there were no terroristic 
outrages, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the 
activities for which they were arrested cn masse on the three days? 

Tha Hofintila Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The mere fact that they 
did not commit terroristic outrages 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. I have asked, what were 
the activities for which they were aiTested? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They were organising 
in a manner 

Ral HARENDRA NATH OHAIIDHURi: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
is simply trying to evade the question by not giving % direct reply. 
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Hi** SPEAKER: I would ask you, Messrs. Sauyal aud Kai Ohau- 
dliun, to give the Hon’ble Minister a patient hearing l)6fore making 
an observation of that character. 

The Hoii*bl6 Khwaja Sir NAZI MU ODIN: Sir, they were organising 

in a manner for which we were apprehensive thaj there was a likelihootl 
of things happening which will come under the purview of the Defence 
of India Act. It is not possible to disclose here all that they were 
doing; otherwise, I w'ould have been in a stronger position to state 
them. Nor is it possible to answer a question of this chann ter in the 
shape of questions and answers. It is primarily a qticstion of policy, 
and if this point is raised at the time of Budget Discussion I shall deal 
with it fully. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I rise, Sir, on a point 
of order with reference to this point. You do not allow questions of 
opinion being put to the Hon’ble Minister, and I submit, Sir, nor 
would it be proper for Ministers to give opinions where facts are asked 
for in the course of questions. In these questions we are not asking 
the Hon’ble Minister’s opinion with regard to certain things. We are 
sgimply asking for information as to what w'ere the activities, and I 
therefore draw your attention to it and would request you to guide the 
discussion in the proper way, so that the Hon’ble Minister may refrain 
from giving opinions and may supply facts for which questions are 
asked 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order; it is no point of order. 

Mr. SYEO dALALUDDiN HASHEMY: With reference tr) answer 
(a) as amended, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten us 
how the public interest will suffer if the names of the persons arrested 
are given to the members of the House? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Apart from the other 
questions, newspapers get a chance of hero-worshipping these gentle- 
men. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer that 
was given by the Hon’ble the Home Minister that they were organising 
in a manner which was going to amount to a breach of the provisions 
of the Defence of India Rules, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enlighten the Hooee as to what was the exact provision of the Defence 
of India Rules which was about to be contravened by ibeir activities or 
organisation f 
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The Hofi’bla IChwaJa flfr NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member, 
if he haft read the Defence of India Rules, will find that the provisions 
are fairly wide to include any activity which is likely to cause a 
breach . 

Mfi SASAHKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is exactly the reason 
why we want a pointetl answer as to which particular provision of the 
Defence of India Rules was going to be contravened by their activities 
or organisation ? 

TIm Hon'bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice then. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Uon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how hero-worshipping is offensive to himP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

The Hon*bla Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It encoiirageft terrorism. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that these nameB appear in the newspapers as and 
when. the persons concerned are arrested? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja 8lr NAZIMUDDIN* It is possible, but 

repetition is not always a sur^ indication. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to iwliich answers were laid on the table) 

Thaft of ohildron by domealio sorvanls. 

11. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
ntate — 

(t) how many cases of theft of children by 4<Hne8tic servants have 
been reported in the year 1938-39 in the City of Calcutta; 
and 

(n) how many of those children have been recovered? 

(h) Is the Hon^ble Minister considering the desirability issuing 
licence to persons offering themselves as domestic servants ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, wiU the Hon*ble Ministei 
be ideased to state what steps he intends to take in the matter? 
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Til® Hon'lll® Khw^a Mr NAZIMUDDINl (a) No casea of thefts of 
children by domestic servants were reported in 1938-39 in Calcutta. 

(b) No. 

(c) None. 

Asaesament of primary oducatioii oeaa til Bogra diatHoL 

12> Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the primary education 
cess imposed in the district of Bogra is Ixdng assessed on the basis of 
the last valuation and not on the basis t)f the present revaluation? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what stei>s 
Government propose to take to make assessment on the biiais of the 
present valuation? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) So long as the Bengal (Rural) I’rimarv Education Act, 1930, 
is not amended, education cess cannot be levi(‘d on the basis of valua- 
tion under Chapter VTIA of the Cess Act. The amendment of the 
fonner Act is under the consideration of Government. 

Halda Rtvor. 

13. Dr. SANAULLAH: (o) Will the Hon’ide Minister in charge 
of the Commuiiicaiions and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Government to straight-en the 
course of the Halda river by suita' Ic cuts? 

{h) If so, when is it likely to be given effec i to? 

The Hon’M® Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Ocasimbazar ; 

I would draw the attention of the honourable memlHT to paragraph 1 
of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) l>f*partment letter 
No. 34(2) T. — I., dated the 13th May, 1940, in which the information 
which his present question seeks to elicit was supplied to him in detail. 


Hindu labha Confercfice at Krishnagar and CcMrernmont ontoers. 

14. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased U> state whether it is a 
fact tht^ directions were issued to the Hindu officers and college and 
school teachers in Government service advising them not to attend the 
Hindu Sabha Conference held at Krishnagar on the I6th and 17tb 
November last?. 
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(6) If § 0 , will the Hon'ble Mioiater be pleased to state — 

(f) who issued such directions, if any, and what was the object of 
such a direction; 

(ii) whether similar direction has ever been given to Muslim officers 
in connection with the holding of any conference or meeting 
of the Muslim League; and 

(m) if 80 , under what circumstances and where? 

(c) Is it a fact that Muslim officers are in many cases allowed to 
further the cause of Muslim liCague in the Province while Hindu officers 
are not allowed to encourage the activities of the Hindu MahasahhaP 

Tha Hon’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No order to this effect 
was issued from the Home Department. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The answer to (a) is, *‘No 
order to this effect was issued from the Home Department/' The 
question was, “Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Home 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that directions were 
issued by Government?" 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Home Minister is expected to answer only 
for the Horae Department and not for other departments. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any such order was issued by any department 
of the Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, no 
department of Government gave the order. 

Gharga against parsons arrastad undar Dafanoe of India Ruias. 

18. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
any one of the persons arrested on the 13th, 14th and 15th September, 
1940, and detained in jail since then under the Defence of India Rules, 
bad been arrested, tried and convicted for — 

(a) (i) terrorist outrages since their release in 1938, and 

(ii) if so. what are their names and where they were triad and eon- 
vioiad; 
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(6) (t) breaking any orders under the Defence of India Buleg, 

and 

(u) if so, what are their names; 

(c) (i) any kind of subversive activities since Um, and* 

(n) if 80 , what are their names and the sections under which they 
were tried ; and 

(d) (t) discovery of any kind of firearms or bombs or other kinds 

of explosives in their posHcssion or from the houses seaiched 
in connection with the arrests of the above pe!*sons, luul 
(ii) if 80 , how many and where they were found? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (o) (/>, (/;» (/), (r) (/) and 

(d) (i) No. 

(a) (*/), (h) (u), {(') {it) and (r/l (/i) Do not arise. 


Revenue from Darjeeling distriot. 

16. Mr. DAMBER SINGH GURUNC: Will the lion hie Minister 
in cliai'j^e ol the Ke\eiiue Depart luent he pleased t.o state th(‘ total 
revenue reali.sed per annum under tlie head Land Jteveuue in the dis- 
trict of Darjeeling? 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The average 
amount realised as lau<l revenue during the last ihiee years was 
Hr. 4,15,202. 

Application for permiasion to attend Assembly Session Mr. PratuI 
Chandra Ganguli, M.L.A. 

17. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae Department Ih) pleased to state whether 
Mr. PratuI Chandra Ganguli, memW of the liegislative Assembly, 
now detained in jail without trial under the Defence of India Buies, 
applied to the Hon'ble Home Minister on the llth November, J940, 
requesting him to allow him to attend the Assembly session commencing 

. on the 28th Kovember, 1940, and to take part in the proceedings? 

(6) If so, whether the decision of the Government in the matter has 
been communicated to himP 

Tlio HoiPMo Klwrajt Sir NAZIMUDOIN: (a) An application to this 
affect, dated the 4th November, 1940, was reoeired. 

W Tea. 
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Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDARs WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what was the decision of Government with 
regard to Mr. Pratnl Ganguli^s application? 

The Hoti’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not quite exactly 
remember what we informed him ; but I believe we regretted that we 
could not give him permission. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to ascertain the exact reply that he has sent in 
resptiiise to Mr. Ganguli’s application uinl place it on the Library 
table? 

The Hon’ble Khwraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I can only say that 
1 ask for notice, and if the honourable member puts another question, I 
will supply the information. 


doint petition by persons detained under Defence of India Rules in the 
Presidency Jail. 

18. Mr. PRATUL CIHANDRA GANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
18 persons, namely, — 

(!) Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguli, 

(2) Mr. Rabindra Mohan Ren Gupta. 

(3) Mr. AshutOvsh Kali, 

(4) Mr. Dharani Go.swami, 

(5) Mr. Alxlul Halim, 

(6) Mr. Amulya Adhikari, 

(7) Mr. Narendra Nath Das, 

(8) Mr. Mukunda Bhanja, 

(9) Mr. Ram Prasad Mukherji, 

(10) Mr. Charu Badan Chakravarty, 

(11) Mr. Anil Ganguli, 

(12) Mr. Rakhal Chandra Ghosh, 

(13) Mr. Saroj K. Chakravarty, 
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(14) Mr. Prabhat Chandra Chakravarty, 

(15) Mr. Badha Gobinda Bhanja, 

(16) Mr. Sripati Ranjan Nandi, 

(17) Mr. Upendra Nath Chowdhnri, and 

(18) Mr. Khitish Chandra Bhowmik, 

detained under Defence of India Buies in tha Presidency *lail, pul.initted 
a joint petition on the 8th November, to the Hon’ble Home Minister 
informing him of their intention to resort to hungt'r-rttrike from the 
25th November. 1940 P 

(b) If so, will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of that petition ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Hon'ble Minister has taken any steps in the matter; 
(ii) if so, what are they; 

(m) whether the i>risoner8 have l)egun hunger-strike on the 25th 
November, 1940; and 

(iv) if so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the present 
state ;of health of each of the hunger-strikers P 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDINS I refer the honourable 
member to my speech in the course of the debate in the House on the 
28th Nnvem})er, 1940, and the coirimunif|ues being issued in the press. 

Mr# CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the petition submitted by these prisoners was 
considered by Government, and if so, what action has been taken on 
that petition P 

Tha HotPlila Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think the reply is 
rather comprehensive. 


Rai HARENORA MATH CHAUDHURI: The reply is to this effect: 

I refer the honourable member to ray speech in the course of the 
debate in the House on the 28th November, 1940, and the cofnmnK%iqu4t 
being issued in the Press." Sir, in that speech the Hon’ble Minister 
held out the hope that he would consider the petition in some respects, 
but he did not give out any decision at all. The supplementary question 
will be this, whether he has issued any order on the petitiua m not ; and 
if to, to what efiectP 
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The HoR'bto Kinraj* Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, unless I am very 
much mistaken, it appears that these questions refer to the condition 
of the prisoDers at the time of the hunger-strike and my answer, I think, 
Is clear on that point. As regards what action has been taken subse- 
quent to that, I submit, that does not arise out of this question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUQ,HURI: Why not, SirP Ton 
promised to take certain action. Wliat action you have taken, that is 
the point. 

TKa HOfl’ble Kliwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be a legitimate 
question, I admit, but that is not the question which has been put here. 

RM HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; No, no, the question here 
is what action has l>een taken. It arises in this way 

Mrt SPEAKER: Order, order. I was going to point out to the 
Hon’hle Minister that the question does arise, but if the House is so 
impatient I would j)aB8 on to the next question. 

Mr. tANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: May I just put a, few supple- 
mentary questions on this point? 

Mr. SPEAKER:! am sorry I cannot allow this sort of cross-questions. 
I was pointing out that the question did arise, but Mr. Rai Chaudhuri 
was busy in having a talk across the table with the Hon’ble Minister. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: T thought the Hon’ble 
Minister misconceived my question. That was why I was going to 
explain. 

Mr. 8PAEKER! No, you are not to explain. I want to impress it 
upon the House that once a supplementary question is put there ought 
not to be cross-talks between members and the Ministers, there ought 
to be time given to me to find out as to whether a question is properly 
put or not, as to whether an answer is proj^er or not, as to whether the 
Minister is properly answering a question or not. But it is for me to 
decide that. However, if a member intervenes like this ii^ future, I 
will not allow any explaining of the matter, but will stai^ on to the 
next question. This time as a special case I allow* Mr. Rai Chaudhuri ’s 
question. Sir Naaimuddin, will you please answer the question? 

RM HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May 1 just offer a pereonal 
•xplaaaliea to you, Sir? I thought that the Hon’ble Minister mis- 
conceived my question, and I was just explaining. • 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Mr. Bai Ohaudhuri^ you asked what steps Oovern- 
ment took in the matter. The Minister said the question did not arise. 

Tho Hoii^blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. la^ 
any member, after a supplementary question has been put and a reply 
has been given, entitled to put any explanation or make any comment 
thereon until he has got pej^mission to put another supplementary 
question ? 

Mfi SPEAKER: No, he is not; but oftentimes he puts his questions 
and Hon^ble Minister answers them. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I.et the Hon^ble Minister now 
answer. He is doing the Speaker’s job and not his own job. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Naziinuddin, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri’s question 
does arise as to what steps the (Government took. 

Tha Hofl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. May I ]>oint out, Sir, that 
the question does not arise. I submit for your consideration that 
when the question (c) (i) was jnit in, it referred to what steps were taken 
by Government on the petition during the course of the hunger-strike. 
Otherwise, question (r) (th) and (/r), namely, whether the prisoners 
have begun hunf?er-.strike on the ‘.loth November, 1!M(), and if so, will 
the Ilon'ble Minister l»e pleased to state the ]>reHent state of health of 
each of the hunger-striker.s, would not have l>een put. 

Mr, SPEAKER: There is no use arguing. I feel that the question 
does arise. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit to your decision, 
(‘ertiiiu steps have been taken and others are in the course of examina- 
tion. For example, they have got complete charge of their kitchen, 
but still if they do not get food according to the scheduled rate, I hope 
to see to it in future. Permission has been given for sitting for 
examination and certain other steps have been taken. At the present 
time, 1 have not all the facts here, but if another question is put, I will 
be able in about a week’s time to give a complete answer thereon. 

* • 

Rai HARENORA NATH OHAUDHURI: Which are the questions 
that are stiil outstanding and in respect of which no action has been 
taken as yeiP 

Tilt HonWt KSwtia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Practically most of the 
demands; no fin%l orders have been passed as yet. 
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Mr. NIHAREMDU DUTTA MAZUMOARs Will the Hoa’ble 

Minister he pleased to state what is his answer with respect to 
question (b)? 

Tho Hon'llle Khwftja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; As far as 1 remember, 
the i)etition was read out during the course of the debate. If it was 
not, I have got no objection in placing it before the House. 

Mr. SANTOAH KUMAR BAAU: Do I understand the Hon’ble 
Minister to say that in the course of a week these matters will be settled 
once for all and he will make a statement in the House? 

The Hofi’ble Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I did not say 

that I will make a statement ; but if a short-notice question is put in 
after 8 or 10 days I may be in a position to reply to that. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May 1 remind the Hon’ble Minister 
that in one of his covimuniq'kUs he has referred to certain members of 
this House having interviewed him in connection with the hunger-strike 
and steps to be taken in eonnc^ction therewith, and thereafter certain 
steijs wore taken by him in consultation with certain members. Now, 
will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state l>efore the House either 
to-day or a week hence what has emerged out of that consultation and 
if any steps are l)eing definitely taken alxiut that? 

The Hofl’ble Khweja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what I am trying 
to point out. One or two things have been settled and action has been 
taken. As regards the rest, they are being examined and in about 8 or 
10 days orders will bo communicated. 


Drains of water-loggod areas in Dhalai and Fartiadbad in Chittagong 

district 

lAi Dn BANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Works Department aware that in the villages 
Dhalai and Farhadbad, police-station Hathaxari, district Chittagong, 
there are water-logged areas known as Mailla bilf the Kaxir bil and 
the Dailla bil? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government ire contem- 
plating to take for the drainage of the said bils? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that for several years these bih do not produce any paddy ; and 

(n) that the tenants have to pay the rents without getting any crops 
at aUP 
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Tlii Hon’Ma Maliarija 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Coaolmliazar: 

(o) Yes. 

(6) A rough estimate for a scheme for the improvement of these 
biU is under preparation. 

(c) (t) It is not a fact that for several years these bils did not 
produce any paddy; but what normally happens is that these low-lying 
areas remain water-logged for several months and the cultivators do not 
transplant paddy except during the last part of the season. If, how- 
ever, there is any untimely rain the paddy is sometimes lost. During 
the last 3 or 4 years, I am informed, the cultivators did actually lose 
the paddy they had grown hut the extent of the damage 's not known. 

(it) No. 

Re-excavation of Aurora khal in Hooghly district. 

20. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’hlc Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department he pleased to 
state — 

{(t) wIhui th(‘ work of re-excavatiiig the Aurora I hal in tbuna 

Khaijakul, district Hooghly, is expetttcd to he taken tip; 

(b) what steps have been taken to execute this work immediately; 

(c) w hen the work is expected to he concluded ; and 

(d) what steps the Government contemplate taking f»>r maintain- 

ing this khaJ in proper condition? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoMimbazar! 

(a) In February, 1941. 

(6) Surveys and taking .sections have been completed and a detailed 
scheme is under preparation. 

(c) In 1942. 

(d) Periodical silt clearance as needed. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Motor Bpirit 8alaa Taxation Bill, 1951. 

Mr. SPEAKER* We shall now begin with the clause regarding the 
date on which the Bill is to be brought into operation. 

Tlia HoiPMo Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDYs Yes. Sir. 1 may point 
out that it was on my assurance that the Act will not be brought into 
oparmtion before the 1st October, 1941, that Mr. Sinclair withdrew the 
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amendment that wae moved by him, and the other amendment regard- 
ing the lit of April, 1{M2, which Was moved by Mr. Sanyal was defeat- 
ed. On going through the Bill I find that unless 1 put in an amend- 
ment to one of the clauses within the Bill itself, it will not be possible 
for me to bring the Act into operation from the let of October, 1941, 
but will be brought into operation as soon as the Bill is passed. There- 
fore, I beg to move, with your leave, for tlie concurrence of the House 
that in sub-clause (/) of clause 3 for the words ^'commencement of 
this Act" the words and figures "30lh day of September, 1941" be 
substituted. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
that permissible, Ix^cause in clause 1, sulvclause ( 3 ), there is a definite 
provision laid down, namely, "It shall come into force on such date as 
the Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette^ 
appoint." 

Mr. 8PEAKER: IXm t you see that the real operative part of the 
Act will not be given effect to till a certain date comes along 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 shall explain, Sir. 
The Act will come into operation as soon as there is notification. After 
the Act comes into operation, we shall register the dealers and take all 
the preliminary steps which we will not Imj able to do if the A('t does not 
come into ojieration. The tax, how’evor, will not be levied until after 
the 30th September, 1941, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 1 understand the point of the 
Hon^hle Minister. I have no mind to stand in the w^ay, but the diffi- 
culties are there. When it is said that it shall come into force, it also 
includes the ojxsrative portion of the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: "It" is collective. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not; if there is a specific provision in the Act 
itself. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Every part of the Bill that is 
passed is equally operative. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: There is one point to which I 
want to draw your attention. It is said that it shaH come into ^>rce 
on such date as the Provincial Government may, by notification in the 
Offieial OtutHtSt appoint. Supposing this Act oomes Jmto Ibroe from 
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1942 and if this is introduced in clause 3, then the tax will be leyiable 
before the time when the Act will come into force, unless there is an 
amendment to the effect that the lax will be levied “not before the 30th 
September/’ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The statute says, “after the 3Dth September.” 
You say, “not before the 30th Septeml^er.” So by mere implication 
they cannot bring it into oj)eration l»efore that date. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: After the Bill has gone to the 
Upper House, there may be an amendment, and the Act may not come 
into force till the end of this year. But if in that section this provision 
is made, the tax will be realisable from 30th Sei>teinber. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. EUHRAWARDY: If there is delay in the 
Upper House, it will lie met by an amendment to the Act. 

Clause 4. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause (7) of clause 4, in lines 2-3, the words “as an importer 
or” be omitted. 

I also beg to move that for .sub-clause (2) of clause 4 the following 
be substituted, namely : — 

“(2) No wholesale dealer .shall, except under a licence granted 
under this Act for carrying on business in motor spirit as a retail 
dealer, sell motor spirit for consumption or sale in Bengal to any jK^rson 
other than a whole.sale or retail dealer, possessing a licen(;e under this 
Act.” 

I also beg to move that for sub-clause (4) of clause 4 the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely: — 

“(4) Application for licence under this Act for currying on business 
in motor spirit as a wholesale or retail dealer shall l)e made in such form 
and to such authority as may be prescribed.” 

I also beg to move that in lines 2-4 of sub-clause (^) of clause 4 the 
words and comma “gi*anted for the prescribed period, on i>ayment of 
the prescribed fee and” be omitted. 

I also beg to move that sub-clause (^) of clause 4 be omitted. 

I have explained everything yesterday, and I hope that Mr. Oupta 
is satisfied. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Are we now on clause 4H 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. I am not taking now clause 3. 
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Rai HARiNDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Has he moved all his 
amendments P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

RM HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May we have our say? 
Mr, SPEAKER; Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI S Sir, I rise to oppose the 
amendments that have just been moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 
The object of these amendments is to exclude the importer from the 
purview of the Act in the matter of licensing. If that is done, then the 
Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill will be something different 
from the other provincial Acts on which this Act is a])parently based. 
Take, for instance, the Bombay Act. It does not exclude the importer. 
I believe that the Madras Act also does not exclude the imijorter. How 
then has the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy come to consider the necessity 
of excluding the importer, so fai as Bengal is concerned, I for myself 
cannot understand and he has not been pleased to explain that point at 
all. Whether (»ut of deference to the views of the European members 
of this House or out of a realisation of any necessity of excluding the 
importer, that has got to be explained by him. But, Sir, so far as 
Bengal is concerned, Bengal iinjiorts a good deal of petrol and, there- 
fore, I think that it will not be proper for the Government of Bengal 
to strike out a different course. Such a policy of exemption will rather 
come into conflict with the iH)licy of the other provincial authorities 
so far as the scheme of taxing the sale of motor spirit is concerned. 
In such respects, I think, all the provincial authorities should follow 
the same policy and a similar line of action. As in the exclusion of the 
importers this Act would he something very different from the other 
Acts on which it is based, I oppose all these amendments which a.re 
going to stamp this Bengal Act with a character very different from 
that of the other provincial legislations on the subject. 

Th8 Hon’lllt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I pointed out 
yesterday that we have not excluded importers, as importers in their 
capacity of wholesale dealers have been included. There is no importer 
who is not a wholesale dealer. If there were retail dealers who were 
importers, that would have been a different matter. But all importers 
are wholesale dealers, and we have roped them in. In fact, we have 
accepted all importers in their capacity as wholesale dealers. There 
is no need to stress the point inasmuch as these two terms are 
synonymous. That is the reason why we are exclud^ importers. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then the definition of 
**dealer** would not b© comprehensive. 

SPEAKERS A dealer means any person, for the purpose of 
sale, who sells motor spirit. It means anybody. 

dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA* If an importer starts several 
pumps, he will not be a wholesale dealer, so that if he wants to avoid 
paying tax, he may instead of selling wholesale establish several retail 
shops, and then he will go out. Won't he? 

Th6 Hon’Md Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* May 1 just }X)int out, Sir, 
that this point does not arise F All importers are wholesale dealers and 
are not retail dealers. They have no retail shops of their own, but 
should they sell petrol retail, they will become retail dealers and will b© 
subject to the provisions of the Act applicalde to retail dealers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as dealers are concern erl, any person who 
sells for (‘onsumption, whether wholesale or rertail, is a dealer. In case 
a wholesale dealer hells direct to the consumer, he comes under the cate- 
gory of retail dealer. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Suppose a wholesale dealer does 
not sell to a retail dealer, what will be his position ^ 


Mr. 8PEAKER: AVhen he does not come under the definition of 
wholesale dealer, he comes under the definition of retail <lealer, for any 
person who sells for the purpose of consumption is a retail ilealer. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We do not say that a 
retail dealer must be a person who must purchase fmm a wholesale 
dealer. We say that a retail dealer is any pt*rson who sidls for con- 
sumption to the purchaser. Therefore, if a wholesale dealer begins to 
sell as retail dealer, ho comes in as a retail dealer and will be taxetl as 
such. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Sulirawardy perhajis does not know that 
there are some such pumps as consumers’ pum{>s. There are about 20 
consumers’* pumps in Calcutta. They are all importers; therefore, they 
are also in that way retail dealers. WTiat is the good of excluding them 
from this taxation altogether? 

Tilt Hon’Mt Mr. H* 8 « 8UHRAWARDYS I am not excluding them, 

Mr. MGE8H CHANDRA OUPTAf Sir, I do not know whether the 
Hon’Ue Minister has been able to understand our point* There ara 
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{ramps. Take lor instance, B.O«C. or Shell pumps; they are wholesale 
dealers and importers, and they consume for the purpose of their own 
conveyances and also for their own use. There are big companies 
which have got their own pumps. What will happen in their case? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He comes in either as retail dealer or as wholesale 
dealer. 

Mr. JOQESH OHANDRA CUPTA: Retail dealer is one who sells 
to a purchaser. But when the company itself consumes petrol, it is not 
a purchaser. 

Th# Hon’Ma Mr. H. A. SUHRAWARDY: Again, may I point out 
that my friend is partly right and partly wrong. We have exempted 
the importer from taxation for that quantity of petrol which the 
importer uses for the purpose of distribution. My friend knows that 
an importer distributes his petrol amongst various firms. The motor 
car in which he distributes petrol consumes a certain amount of petrol. 
That amount of |)etiol is exempted. But the amount of petrol which 
will be used by him for private or other purposes will not be exempted, 
and what he selhs retail will also not l)e exem]>ted. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy— 

that in sub-clause (7) of clause 4, in lines !i-3, the words “as an 
importer or** be omitted; 

that for 8iil)-clau8e (2) of clause 4 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

**(2) No wholesale dealer shall, except under a licence granted 
under this Act for carrying on business in motor spirit as a 
retail dealer, sell motor spirit for consumption or sale in 
Bengal to any person other tlian a wholesale or retail dealer, 
possessing a licence under this Act’’ ; 

that for sub-clause (4) of clause 4 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

**{4) Application for licence under this Act for carrjing on business 
in motor spirit as a wholesale or retail dealer shall be made 
in such form and to such authority as may be prescribed” ; 

that in lines 2-4 of sub-clause (^5) of clause 4 the words and comma 
“granted for the prescribed period, on payment of the pre- 
6cril)ed fee and” be omitted; 

that sub-clause {€) of clause 4 be omitted ; 
were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 4, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause S. 

Hon’bto Mr. H. S. SU H R AWARD Y: Sir. I beg to move that 
after item (it) of clause 5 (b) the following be inserted, namely: — 

**(ii) (a) the quantity consumed by him out of his own stock of 
motor spirit during such month.’* 

Sir, this is consequential, and I think this will meet the point of 
Mr. Gupta. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 5, a.s amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 0, in line 0 , after the words “sold hy him in retail” the words 
“or consumed by him out of hi.s ow'n stock” be inserted. 

Sir, this is also conse(|uential. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 0, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may 1 draw your 
attention to amendment No. 22-25 which was an amendment to clause 
3. It was decided that it should be an amendment to clause 7. 

Sir, the first amendment which I shall move is of the nature of 
better drafting. The amendment, viz., amendment No. 22-25, was 
moved by an honourable member of the European Group. The proposal 
was to add a new sub-clause (6) to clause 3 and it was pointed that 
that amendment which. I believe, has been accepted by all sections 
of the House should really come in after clause 7. I now move on 
short notice the following amendments; — 

After sub-clause (1) of clause 7 the following sub-clause shall be 
inserted, vis. — 

“(/a) If the amount of tax is not paid within the period mentioned 
in sub-section (/), the authority referred to in clause (6) 
of section 5 may, in lieu thereof, recover any sum not 
exceeding double the amount of the tax so unpaid or any 
smaller sum in excess of the unpaid amount of the tax which 
such authority may think it reasonable to recover.” 
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That for aub-clause (2) of clause 7 the foUowiug sub-clsnee shall 
be substituted, namely: — 

'‘(2) If default is made in making of the amount of the 
tax due within the period mentioned in sub-section (/) or 
in making payment of any sum in lieu thereof referred to 
in sub-section (/fl), it shall be recoverable from the person 
from whom it is due as an arrear of land revenue.” 

Mfi SPEAKER: Mr. Chaudhuri, do you want to move amendment 
No. 100 standing in your name? 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Does the proviso remain 
or does it go out, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It remains, but the question is how your amend- 
ment can be fitted in. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, it relates to the 
proviso, and therefore 1 can move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER! All right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in proviso to sub-clause {I ) of clause 7, in line 2, after the word “given” 
and before the words “a reasonable” the following words be inserted, 
via. — 

“a reasonable period not ie.ss than a week and”. 

Sir, the proviso only makes mention of one thing, namely, that the 
retail dealer will be given a reasonable opportunity. It does not make 
mention of the time at all. To make that clear 1 want to insert these 
W'ords, so that he ma> be given at least a week’s time to prove the cor- 
rectnCvS.s and completeness of his return. 

Mr. aURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I want to sj>eiik a few 
words in opfujsition to the amendment No. 22-25 and also the amend- 
ments just moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Sir, I do not find any reason why there will be no tax levied on the 
sale of motor spirit for the purpose of aviation. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhr.\\vahi>y : Aviation I that is already passed.) 

Sir, I am opposed to amend sub-clause (2) of clause 7, wherein it 
is provided that the tax shall he realised as an arrear of land revenue. 
Sir, there is already a consensus of opinion against the levying of any 
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tax at the present time, and a frood deal of protest has been made in 
the press and on the platform against the imposition not only of the 
Finance Sales Tax but of the Motor Spirit Sales Tax. 

Now, Sir, if a new provision is made empowering Cloverument to 
realise double the amount of the tax in the case of default, then that 
will be an additional straw on the camel's back. The public opinion is 
already against the imposition of a new tax. Where the tax should not 
have been imposed, the piiver thereof will be, under the amendments 
just propo.sed by the Hou’ble Minister, bound to pay double the amount 
in case of^*default. That is a proposition which the member> on this 
side of fie House cannot agree to. 

Then, Sir, w'ith regard to the discretion of the prescribed authority 
which has been provided in this amendment, I submit that such a dis- 
cretion should not be given to any prescribed authority. I am of 
opinion that if the authority who will be in charge of collecting this 
tax be given the power to collect any amount in bis |iiscretion in excess 
of the amount of arrear, then there is a likelihood of there being 
corruption and bribery. 

On these grounds, Sir, I oppose the arnendmaiits j^f moved by the 
Hon’hle Mr, Suhrawardy and also the amendlDdnt of Sir Henry 
Birkmyre w'ith regard to new sub-clause (o) of clatise 8. 


The Hon’ble Mr# H. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the clause will 
become clumsy if we are to add the following words after the word 
"given,” namely, "a reasonable period not le.ss titan a week and.” 
because "reasonable opportunity” signifies that reusonuhle time should 
be given to the person to show cause. If my honourable friend so 
desires, I am prepared to accept bis amentiment without the word 
"reasonable,” so that the retail dealer shall he given a period not less 
than a week. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is all right 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURt: 1 agree to the Hon ble 

Minister’s suggestion. 


Tht Honllla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS In case 1 am pre- 
pared to accept his amendment without the word "reasonable,” §o that 
the sentence will read as follows: the retail dealer shall be given a 
period not less than a week and a reasonable opportunity, 

0 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think that is more reasonable. (Laughter.) 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, as amended, that in 
proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 7 in line 2, after the word “given** 
and before the words “a reasonable’* the following words be inserted, 
viz. — 

“a pefiod not less than a week and,’’ 
was then^ui ami agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 7 the following sub-clause shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(/«) If the amount of tax due is not paid within the period 
mentioned in sub-section (7), the authority referred to in 
clause (h) of section 5 may, in lien thereof, recover any 
sura not exceeding double the amount of the tax so unpaid, 
or any smaller sum in excess of the unpaid amount of the 
tax which such authority may think it reasonable to 
recover,’* 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. 11. S. Suhrawardy that for sub- 
clause (2) of clause 7, the following sub-clause >hall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(2) If default is made in making payment of the amount of tax 
due withiu the period mentioned in sub-section (7) or in 
making payment (»f any sum in lieu thereof referred to in 
sub-section (7/i), it shall be recoverable from the person 
from whom it is due as an arrear of land revenue,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause S. 

Tilt Hon’bltMr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 8, in line 1, the words “importer or” be omitted. 

The motion wag then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 8, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause <V.4. 

Rii HAREHDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to movp that 
claune 8A(/) be omitted. 

Sub-clause 8A (I) rune as follows: — 

“No person carrying on business in motor spirit as aa^^importer or 
as a wholesale nr retail dealer shall sell or otherwise dispoae 
of such business or any part or place thereof ^except to a 
person possessing an appropriate licence unHer ttiis Act to 
carry on such business/’ 

You will see from the provision of this sub-clause that it is I he transfer 
of the whole business and not of the motor spirit that is contemplated 
here. I cannot understand, Sir, why a person who deals in m(»t(»i' spirit 
as well as in motor accessories should be compelled to sell his husineas 
in a limited market only. What is made punishable under this Act 
is carrying on the business of selling petrol withouf licence. Hut here 
in clause 8A (7), it is the whole business that is going to Ik* hit. and it 
is provided that if the owner of tlie business intends to sell it, he must 
sell his stock of motor s])irit and even the business in accessories to a 
person who holds a lic/cnce under the Act. Why.^ If u dealer in motor 
spirit sells his business to any person, that person cannot carry on the 
business of selling petrol without a licence. Hut, wlien a dealer (omes 
to transfer his business, to gain what object of tlie Act must mc cfuiipel 
him to sell his business only in a limited market V I think lh:t! n hole- 
sale and retail dealers, and particidarly wholesale dealei s. w /I he 
alfected by this sub-clause as it now stands. 

The Hofl’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to nmve that 
in sub-clause (/) of clause 8A, in line 2, the words “ as an importer 
or” be omitted. 

I must confess that when I considered this amendment I also felt 
some of those doubts which Ilai Harendra Nath f’haudhuri ha*- raised* 
But that is not the real meaning. There is re.tllv no limiteo tnarket. 
We must realise that it is not possible for a man to sell petrol publicly 
unless be has a licence. Therefore, if a person buys this busmens from 
another person, it is no use to him unless he has a licence. He has 
got to take bis licence. All that this clause means is that be shall 
not sell the business to a person unless this person has a licence. It 
does not mean that he must sell the business to persons who are licence 
holders at present. 


Rai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Thai is the meaning. 
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The Hofl’tito Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, it is not. I too, 
like Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, thought that this would limit the 
sale to the class of persons who are holding licence at the present 
moment, but I find that that is not so. You are not a licence-holder 
at the present moment and you are not selling petrol. If you wish to 
go and buy this business all that you have to do is to take out a licence 
and then you may purchase the business if you like. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why should I take a 
licence before actually purchasing the business*:^ 

Mr. SPEAKERS Otherwise the moment you buy, you will begin 
to sell. ^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But the transaction may 
fall through. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: Wholesale <lealers do not part with their business 
easily. 

The motion of Kai Harendra Nath Chaiidhuri that clause 8A (/) be 
omitted was then put and losi. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhraward> that in sub-clauM* 
(I) of clause 8A, in line 2, the word.s “as an importer or*’ be omitted 
was then put and agree<l to. 

The question that clause 8A as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then i)ut and agreed to. 


Clause U, 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
for sub-olnuses (/) and (2) of clause 9 the following be substituterl. 
namely — 

“9. (/) Any person empowered by the Provincial Government 

in this behalf may, for the purpose of this Act — 

(fl) require any wholesale or retail dealer to make available for 
for inspection at the ordinary place of business of the 
dealer all accounts, vouchers and other documents 
relating to stocks, purchases, sales and deliveries of 
motor spirit or to furnish any other information relat- 
ing thereto I and every such wholesale and retail dealer 
shall comply with such requisition, and 

(h) inspect such accounts, vouchers and documents of, and 
the motor spirit stocked hy. any wholesale or retail 
dealer. 
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(^) For thip purp»)se of sub-nection (/), iiuy such pemon >!i>eci«1ly 
empowered by the Pn»viiicial (tovernmeiit in this l>ehalf may enter and 
search at any time by day or by ni^ht any buildiiiff. vessel, vehicle or 
place in which he has reason t4> believe that any wholesale or retail 
dealer carries on business or keeps any stock of motor spirit." 

Honourable meml>ers may have noticed that I have made the verbal 
chang'es in view of what took place yesterday and the amendments w'hioh 
I accepteil yesterday. 

The nif»tion was put and a^reeil to. 

The question that clause 9 as aniemled stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 

(la use 9A. 

The question that clause 9A stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 


(la use U). 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 bej( to m(»ve that 
for sub-oluuM* [a) (»f clause 19 the followiiijr l>e substituted, nsirnely — 

carries (ui business in motor spirit as a wholesale or retail 
dealer at any place except under a licence ffranted under 
suh-seefion (/) (»f section 4 or when the licence j^ranled 
under that sub-section in respect of sucli place of business 
is no lonprer in fone, or". 

The motion was put and a^^reed to. 

The (juestion that clause 19 as amended stand part of the Hill was 
then put and a^rreed to. 


Clauses 11 16. 

The question that clauses 11, I*..*, 13, 14, 15 and 19 stand part 4»f the 
Bill was then put and ajrreed to. 

(la use IS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 18 
itand part of the Bill. 

XhB Htn’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
for sub-clause {!) o( clause 18, the following be substituted, namely: — 

**{I) Any person aggrieved by any order under this Act may 
appeal to the prescribed authority within thirty days from 
the date of such order.*' 
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Sir, complications have arisen or are likely to arise owing to the 
definitions of certain terms which relate to sub-clause (/) of clause 18. 
Moreover, Sir> in order to simplify matters and to curtail expenditure, 
it is in our contemplation that the prescribed authorities to be set up 
under the Sales Act will also be the authority that will take this matter 
into (consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

I he (juestiun that clause hS, as aiiieiided, stand part of the Bill was 
then pal and agreed to. 


Clause JO. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 19 
stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I beg to move that 
for paragraph (b) of clause 19 (:l^) the following be substituted, 
nauud^N : 

“(h) The form of licence, the particulars to be contained therein 
and ihe conditions subj(‘ct to wdiich licences may be 
granted;”. 

I beg also to move that in line 2 of paragraph {(/) of clause 19(.:.') 
th^^ words and bracket “clause (//) of” be omitted. 

The motions were put and agreed to. 

Th< question that clause 19, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The question before the House is that the 
Preamble form part of the Bill. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I have your permission, 
Sir, to move ameudmeut No. 10, standing in the name of 
l)r. Nalinnksha SanyalK 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Gupta. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I now intend to move 
the amendment that in clause Ito), in line 3, after the word “appoint,” 
the Comma and the word.s “, after earmarking the entire proceeds of the 
levy under section 3 in excess of collection charges for supplementing 
their receipts from the Central Road Fund for the purpose of road 
development in the province,” be inserted. 
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Sir, there were some other amendments tabled exactly with this 
object in view, but they have been disallowed; I mean amendment 
No. 33^. 

Mr. SPEAKERS But, Mr. Gupta, how are you moving this 
amendment P 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTAs It is to be added in the 
Preamble, namely, that, “AVhereas it is expedient to provi(io for the 
levy of a tax on retail sales of motor spirit in BengulV’ Hnd (hen I 
suppose Government have accepted (hat it would be for better and new 
roads 

Mr. SPEAKER: But, Mr. Gupta, how will you put itP 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I think, Sir, I shall have to 
move it after the Government amendment has been moved. 

(At this stage Mr. K. Shahabuddin ro.'ie (iii his feet to move his 
amendment. ) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, may 1 move my 
amendment first? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must say that I do not want to (Teaie a 
precedent for this sort of change in the Preamble. But in view of a 
desire of both sides of the House, 1 am making this an exceptional case, 
but it must always be definitely understood that no Preamble should 
be changed unless it came within the scope of the Bill concerned. 
There is nothing to that effect so fur as the present amendments t^ the 
Preamble are concerned, but in view of the desire of both sides of the 
House I am allowing them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Or more correctly put, it is 
because the Opposition desire has lieen accepted by Government. 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in the Preamble of tbe Bill after the word '*Beiigal’\ in line 2 , at the 
end, the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“to swure additional funds for the construction of new roads in 
in the province.*' 

Sir, I am suggesting this amendment to the Preamble not with a 
view to import anything new in this Bill. Sir, in introducing the Bill 
the Hon'ble Milkier in charge stated in the Statement of Objects and 
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lUatioHH that the object of the Government in imposing this new taxa- 
tion was to secure funds for the construction of new roads. If that be 
the object of the Government, then there should be no opposition from 
the Government at least to introduce these words in the Preamble. 
It will be quite in consonance with the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. I see, however, that after I tabled this amendment notice of 
anothei amendment has been given from the Government side by Mr. 
Shahabuddin which proposes to add the words, “to secure additional 
funds for new and better roads. “ I cannot understand how things 
can improve by introducing the word “better/* because what is better 
and what is not will always be a question of opinion ; and not only 
that. When the word “and“ can be taken both conjunctively 
and disjunctively, there can be reasonable apprehension 
tliht by introducing the words “and better.” the funds 
raised by this Act may be spent for the improvement of and repairs to 
the existing roads. To avoid that interpretation I would stick to my 
own amendment and I think my amendment makes the object of the 
Act sufficiently clear. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the Preamble 
the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“whereas it is expedient to provide for new and better road and.” 

Sir, I can assure my friend, Mr. Kai ('huudhuri. that I did not give 
notice of my amendment after getting some scent of the amendment of 
my friend; it was in pursuance of n decision of the (’oalition party 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to intervene, Mr. Shahabuddin. You 
are again referring to a decision of your party. 

Mf» K. SHAHABUDDIN: I am sorry, Sir. There was a strong 
opinion amongst certain members that this tax should be earmarked 
for the construction of new roads (“Yes, yes” from the Congress 
Benches.) and also for improving the condition of the existing roads. 
Government consider that it is bad in principle to earmark sums for 
specific purposes in a taxation measure. This has, therefore, been 
suggested by way of a compromise, and the notice of my amendment 
was given entirely in pursuance of the opinion of certain members of 
this House. My amendment has nothing to do with the amendment of 
Mr. Rai Chaudhuri nor has it been tabled simply because of the 
existence of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri's amendment. 

Tht Hon'bM Mr. H. i. BUHRAWAROY: Sir, I would like, if I 
nay oompoae the differences, to suggest a certain draft for the conai- 
deration of the House, but before I do so may I try to reeolve this 
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tangle as to who made the suggestion first. I think, Sir, that I was 
the first to make the suggestion. (Laughter.) When the Bill was 
introduced on the first occasion I made this suggestion. At that time I 
stated that this amount was meant to be spent on new roads, and so 
far as improvement of roads was concerned the cost would be met from 
the ordinary funds of Government. These new roads will undoubtedly 
lead to further expenditure from the general revenues for their main* 
tenance. In view of the fact. Sir, that it is my desire in the first 
instance and the desire of all sections of the House in the second 
instance that the money should be spent on new roads I move the 
follow'ing amendment as a short-notice amendment, namely: — 

That in the Preamble, in line I, after the wonl “expedient” the 
following be inserted, namely : — 

“to further the mnstruction of new roads in Bengal and therefore** 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Now I want to add to the 

Preamble, “after earmarking the entire proceeds of the levy under 
section 3 in excess of collection charges for supplementing their 
receipts from the Central Road Fund for the purpose of road develop- 
ment in the province.” (Mr. G. Morgan; No, no.) I hear ”No, 
no,” I expect that my learned friend Mr. Morgan (Mr. it. .Morgan: 
I am not learned; I am not a lawyer.) would look at amendmcTits 33-36 
tabled by Sir Henry Hirkniyre and others. They wanted that it should 
he declared as a charge upon the revenues of the province, but as the 
Governor’s sanction was not obtained, this could not be moved. My 
amendment proposes to ensure tlie same object but avoids the necessity 
of taking the Governor’s sanction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does it read in the Preamble J' 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The Preamhle rio>^ reads:- 

“Whereas it is expedient to further the construction of new roads 
in Bengal and to provide for the levy <»f a tax on retail sales 
of motor spirit in Bengal.’* 

Then my amendment comes. Of course, there is the difficulty because 
it relates to section 3, and I wanted to make it a separate provision. 
Then the Preamble would read like this: — 

“Whereas it is expedient to earmark the entire proceeds of the 
levy under section 3 in excess of collection charges for 
supplementing their receipts from the Central Road Fund 
for thtf purpose of road development in the province 



m 


GOVEBNMENT BILL. 


[4fH Fkb., 


Mft SPEAKERS There ie absolutely no difference. 

Mffl dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA S It is expedient to provide Ifor 
better roads. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot earmark it. That will require 
Governor’s sanction. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: If I want to get a charge 
declared on the revenues, then it requires the sanction of the Governor, 
but we can say “earmarking.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can say “for the purpose of.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: May I say one thing, 
8ii y The object of this fund is not merely to supplement the Central 
Hoad Fund, but also to provide for new roads out of the Central Board 
Fund ac<a)rding to the report of Mr. King on the advice of the Board of 
Communications. The Board of (\)mmunicationH will have a certain 
amount of fund outside the Central Fund. They will advise us which 
roads are to be imi)roved and developed, and we shall lr> to distribute 
the money among the various districts in order to spend on those roads 
which are not likely to be taken up by the Central Koad Fund. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your purpose is exactly the same except the word 
“earmarking.” Eannarking is quite a different thing. 

Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: My purpose is to prevent 
diversion of this fund for any other purpo.se than the development of 
new roads. This is frankly my purpose. 

The question that in place of the old Preamble the new Preamble, 
namely, “w’hereas it is expedient to further the construction of new 
roads in Bengal and therefore to provide for the levy of a tax on retail 
sales of motor spirits in Bengal,” stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr, H, S, Suhrawardy that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 3, for the words “commencement of this Act” the words 
and figures “30th day of September, 1941,” shall be substituted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 
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TIM Hon’bM Mr. H. S« SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

Sfr, I thank all members of the House for the expeditious manner 
in which they have dealt with the passage of the Bill. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, without making a speech, 
I would only say on behalf of the members of this side of the House 
that we are opposed to the new taxation as proposed in this Hill, and 
we want our protest to be recorded. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I have only one word to add. 
I would request the Hon’lde Minister that in future when he sees a 
note of dissent from one of the dO ineinbers sitting in that group, he 
would before bringing the Bill before the House consider again and 
accede to all the amendments that they desire before bringing tlie 
matter here and confusing us with last minute amendments. 

The motion that the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then put and agreed tf). 

Adjoummtfit. 

The House was adjourned at 5-50 p.iii. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 6th February 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legblative Assemblf assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935. 

The Asseicblt met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the Gth February, 1941, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizajl Haquk, c.i.l., 
Khan Hahadur) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble Ministers and 198 members. 

Time for sitting. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, may I mention a matter 
before you begin with the day’s business We wish to have our 
meetings at 4-4/) p.m, 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may take it from me that we will resume that 
practice from next week, I know that it is very inconvenient to have 
meetings at 4. 

Sir Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has informed me that 
he is ill. There are many important questions which he has to answer 
and it you like. I can hold them over. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Sir. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Treatment towards S]. Cour Ganguly, an under-trial prisoner in 
Serampore Sub-Jail. 

*35. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 1 

(t) that Sj. Oour Ganguly was on or about the 14th October, last, 
an under-trial pristmer in the Serampore Sub-Jail; 

(it) that on or about that date while suffering from fever he was 
transferred from the sub- jail to the local Wals Hospital 
with handcuffs; 
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(ni) that he was taken there on foot; 

(w) that he waa kept handcuffed in the hospital; and 

(v) that his hand was chained with the cot used by him? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the aftinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?l the reasons for which such treatment was accorded to an under- 
trial prisoner ; and 

{iO who is responsible for such treatment with Sj. Gour Ganguly? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoil’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (i) Yes. 

(i?) He was removed to hospital on the 14th October, 1940. I am 
informed that he had at that time no fever and was not handcuffed. 

(ii/) No. 

(fr) and (? ) No: hut from time to time one hand was secured to 
the bed with a handcuff. 

(f?) (/) For the safe custody of the prisoner. 

(??) The Superintendent and Deputy Superintendent of the sub- 
.mil 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWASs With reference to answer 
(«) (</), will the Hon’ble Mmister be pleased to state, if the prisoner 
had not any fever at the time of his removal to the hospital, then why 
w’as lie removed to the hospital at all? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He might have had other maladies. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
(tit) (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stcta how was h# 
taken to the hospital if not on foot? 

The Hon’blc Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Hy the stretcher. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what kind of fever was the prisoner suffering from? 

The Hon’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he had any other complication than fever at the time? 


Tha Hon’hla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 
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Mr. ATUL OHANDRA SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of placing a copy of the history' sheet of the 
prisoner for that day on the Assembly table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: I do not see any objection 
lo that. If the honourable member will put another question, I will 
place it on the table. 

Validity of eleotion of Khan Bahadur Anwarul Azim, M.L.A. 

•38. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) With reference to the reply given 
on the 6th July, to starred question No. 532, will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home ((,\)n.‘*titution and Election*) Depart- 
ment i e pleased to state whether (iovernment have been finaliy advised 
as to the legal (piestions at i^sue by competent legal authorities both 
in India and the United Kingdom? 

((}) If the ansuer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister he pleased to lay on the table a copy of the legal opinion? 

(c) If the answ(‘r to (a) is in the negative, will the Ilorrble Minister 
please state how long the promised action contained in the said answer 
would he deferred? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

{h) 1 am not in a position to accede to the honourable member*! 
request . 

{r) Docs not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of his answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wlmt action has been or is 
^ about to be tflUlbn by Government in the light of the opinion offered? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a very ticklish question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I hope the answer also will 
not be ticklish. 

Thu Hoil*blf Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The parties have been 
advised that Government propose to take no action on the finding of 
the Tribunal in respect of the returns of election expenses. 

Mr. SAtANKA SIKIl\ll,IANYAL: What are the reasons for 
giving this oommunication ^to ^lie parties and the Qovernment not 
taking action? 
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Tilt Hoii*bl« Kliwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have stated once 
before when this question was put in the last session, this is a matter 
in which I cannot go any further because the ^ discretion of His 
Excellency is also involved in it. , 


Application by Rabindra Mohan Sen Ctipta for granting intonrieari with 
near relations. 

•37. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (n) Will the Uon ble 

Minister in charj^e of the Home l>e|>artnieiit he pleased (o state whether 
it is a fact that Mr. llahindra Mohan Sen Oupta ariestecl on the 14th 
September, 1940, has been detained in jail under the IVfenee of India 
Rules? ^ " • 

(b) If St), will the Hon’ble Ministei Ik* pleusetl to state whether he 
applied to the authorities ccneeined ioi priantinj? him intervii‘WH with 
his near relations named below* — 

(1) Mr. Khitish diandra Das (tuptn (nephew), 

(2) Mr. Sailesh Chandra Das (rupta (nephew). 

(3) Mr. Tuhinang’su Das Dupta (nephew), 

(4) Mr. Bhal)esh Chandra Das (tupta (nephew), 

(5) Mrs. Niharkana lK‘vi (wife of Mr. Sailesh Das (lupta). 

(6) Mrs. Uemikana Devi (wife of Mr. TuhiuanirHu Djik (Dipta), 

(7) Mrs. Csharani Sen (niece), 

(8) Miss Panil Das Gupta (niece), and 

(9) Miss Khuku (niece) ? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, wdll the llon’bhS 
Minister be plea.sed to state whether the inlerviewh were i)ermitted? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the nejrntive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea8e<l to state the leasons therefor.^ 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether he 1ms 
been permitted any interviews with any one of his relations ami friends 

.since his arrest on the 14th September, 1940? 

(/) If He answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Ilon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(p) Is the Hon'ble Minister awaje tlfat Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta used to live permanently before llifarrest with hia nephews and 
nieces in Oalcntti^in the same home? 
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(A) Will the Hon’ble Miaieter be pleased to state whether the 
Oovernzoent recc^ise the necessity of allowing interviews to the 
prisoners, detained in jail, without trial under the Defence of India 
Rule^ with the friends and relatives P 

(i) If the answer Ux^{h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter l)e pleased to state the reasons why Mr. Rabiiidia Mohan Sen Gupta 
has not l)een permitted to have any interviews with any one of his 
friends and relatives? 

0) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirulnlity of gi*anting 
Mr. llabindra Mohan Sen Gupta interviews^ with his nephews, nieces 
and other relations and friends? 

The HOfiOHe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a), (b) and (A) Yes. 

(c) to (fl) Interview with Sm. Niharkana Devi, Sm. Rehiiafana Devi, 
Miss Parul Das Gupta and Miss Khuku Das Gupta was permitted but 
that with others was refused for reasons which cannot, in the public 
interest, l>e disclosed. 

(/) and (j) Do not arise. 

(g) No. 

(t) The member is referred to my answers to clauses (6), (c) and (d). 

lift 8URENDRA MATH BISWAS t With reference to his answer 
(c) to (<?), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
nature of public interest for which the information cannot be disclosed? 

The Hon’blf Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If I could disclose that, 
I could as well answer the previous question. 

Mr. CMARy OHANDRA ROY: Day before yesterday, in answer 

8 question of this nature, the Hon’ble Minister replied that Mr. 
Bhabesh Chandra Das Gupta was permitted to have an interview 

Mr. SPEAKER: He was not pennitt«<l. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY; He was permitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order was issued, but before that he was released. 

Mr. OHARU OHANDRA ROY: In that case, he was practically 
^permitted to have an interview. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a legal queetkm. 
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ilf* ATUL OHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleseed 
to stftte if it is for reasons of hero-worship by newspapers that the 
information cannot be disclosed P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 


Appointment of Muslim Munsifs to certain poets in Judicial and 
Legislatise Departments. 

SANAULLAHs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a facit— 

•n' ' 

(i) thaf the posts of — 

(1) the Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department, 

(2) Registrar, Small Causes ('ourt, Calcutta, 

(3) the 2nd Assistant Secretary, Legislative Department 

and 

(4) the 3rd Assistant Registrar, High Court, 
are reserved for the Munsifs; and 

(u) that none of the above mentioned posts has ever been held by a 
Muslim Munsif since they were created P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the 
appointment of suitable Muslim Munsifs in future in those posts? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Naurah Musharruff Hoeaaint 
Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) (1) and (3) No. 

(2) and (4) Yes. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) (1) and (3) Do not arise. 

(2) and (4) No, these posts are filled by competent men irrespec- 
tive of the question of the community to which they belong. But 
. Government is not unmindful of the claims of suitable Muslim Officers 
for these posts, (1), (2), (3) and (4>, which will be considered as and 
when occasion arises on the expiry of the term of the present incum- 
bents. The appointment to number (4) is, however, in the discretion of 
the Hon’ble the Cffiief Justice. 

10 
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Mr. iURENDRA NATH BItWASs With reference to answer 
(a) (t) ( 2 ) and ( 4 ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the reason for which these two posts are reserved for the Muslims? 

The Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

These are not reserved for the Muslims. On the contrary, I have said, 
these are open to all. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I have read that answer, but 
that answer is not consistent with answer (a). 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you are making a mistake. The word 
there is not ‘‘Muslims’* but “Munsifs”. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I am sorry. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the term of the present llegistrar, Small Causes 
Court, will expire? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

The term has expired and an officer has been appointed. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the name of the man who has been appointed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Appointments under Director of Agriculture, Bengal* 

*40. Mauivi M. M08LEM ALi MOLLAH; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing since April, 1937 — 

(i) the numlter of vacancies that occurred in different posts — 

(1) gazetted, and 

(2) non-gazetted (excluding menials), 

under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal; 

(ti) (1) the names; (2) residence; and (3) educational qualifica- 
tions, of the persons appointed in those vacancies; and 

(ill) how many of the vacancies have been filled up by candidates — 

(1) from the Muslim Community, and 

(2) from the Dacca district? 



mi.) ‘ 


QUESTIONS. 


in 


(6) Will the Hon’ble Kiuister also he pleased to state the percentage 
of Muslims holding at present — 

(t) gasetted, and 

(u) non-gasetted, 

posts under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiziiddin Khan): (a) (i) and (u) 

A statement is placed on the library table. 

(til) (1) Gazetted 4 and non-gazetted 77. 

(2) Gazetted 1 and non>gazetted 29. 

(h) (t) 27 per cent, and {ti) 42 per rent. 


Realisation of lioenoe fees of foreign liquor shops and other excise shopst 

Ml. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that licence fees in case of foreign liquor shojw are realised only 
on the quantity sold ; and 

(if) that in cases of other excise shops licence fees are realised on 
the whole quantity in stock in the shopi^ 

(6) If the answ'er to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of difference in treatment 
between the two classes of cases ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) In the case of certain classes of fixed fee shops, namely, country 
spirit, bhang, ganja and opium licence fees are based on the quantities 
issued from the treasury or warehouse during the previous month. In 
the case of other classes of shops licence fees are liosed on the quanti- 
ties sold. 

(h) The quantities of country spirit, bhang, ganja or opium sold 
are often in fractions of the unit of measure. It is, therefore, not con- 
venient in the cases of these classes of shops to realise licence fees on 
the sales. Issues from the treasury or warehouse to shops approximate 
to the amounts sold during the month and give an easy figure for esti- 
mating licence fees* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to whkh were laid on the table) 

Thefts by domestic servants in Calcutta 

21. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the year 1938-39 — 

(t) how many cases of thefts, by domestic servants, have been 
reported in the city of Calcutta; 

(ii) how many of them have l>een arrested ; 

(m) how many of them have been convicted ; 

(tv) in how many cases the stolen properties have been recovered; 
and 

(r) what is the total amount of the reported thefts? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing 
licence to persons offering themselves as domestic servants? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps he intends to take in the matter? 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) 412. 

(ii) 272, 

(in) 122. 

(iv) 99, 

(v) Rs. 68,202-3-3. 

(b) No. 

(c) None. 


Nawapaiwra auppiiod to under-trial prisoners and detenus. 

22. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
which (daily and weekly) newspapers are supplied to — 

(i) under-trial prisoners; 

(u) convicts; and 

(m) detenus? 
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(h) Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Anandn Bazar ^ the Basumati, the Bharat , the Jugantar^ the Hindis 
ithan Standard and the Amrita Bazar Patrika are supplied to the 
prisoners and detenus referred to in clause (a)P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Have the Government any objection in allowing the newspapers 
mentioned in clause (6) to be used by them at their own costs? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaje Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Under Jail Code 
rule 923 under-trial prisoners may obtain, at their own cost, subject to 
the approval of the Superintendent, newspapers in the approved list, 
copy of which in laid on the table. 

(ii) The daily Statesvuin and Azad are supplied to divi.sions I and 
II convicts at Government cost: convicts who do not know English or 
Bengali are supplied with the Hindi Bangnhashi (weekly). The 
weekly Banglar Katha is supplied to division III convicts. 

(in) Persons detained under rule 129 may obtain at their own 
expense papers mentioned in (t) above. They may also get at their 
own cost the daily Azod^ Avmta Bazar Patrika, Jhndiisthan Standard, 
Jugantar, Ananda Bazar Patrika and Advance. Security prisoners 
detained under rule 20 of Defence of India Rules are supplied with 
the daily Statesman and Azad at Government cost and may also obtain 
at their own cost papers in the list, copy of which is laid on the table. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to the answer to (o) abt)ve. 

(c) I do not consider any extension of facilities necessary. 

(d) The member is referred to answers to clau.ses {(A and ir). 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (t) of unstarred question 

No. 22, showing list of newspapers and magazines which may 

supplied to under-trial prisoners in Bengal. 

Newspapers. 

L The Statesman (daily). 

2. The Bengalee (daily). 

3. Pidneer (daily). 

4. The Leader (daily) of Allahabad. 

5. The Englishman (the present weekly edition). 

6. Hlustrated Times of India (weekly). 
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7. Hindi Bangabasi (w^kly). 

8. Sanjibani (weekly). 

9. Calcutta Weekly Notes (weekly). 

10. Dacca Prakash (weekly). 

11. Bangaratna (magazine). 

12. Suniti' (bi-weekly) of Chittagong. 

13. Madaripur Bartababa (magazine). 

14. Panchayat (weekly). 

16. Mymensingh Samacbar (weekly). 

16. Tippera Guide (weekly). 

17. Eangpur Darpan (weekly). 

18. Hindu Hanjika (weekly). 

Newspapers (weeklies). 

19. Kbalsa Samacbar (Amritsar). 

20. Kbalsa-to-kbalsa Advocate (Amritsar). 

21. Kbalsa Parcbar Sewak (Taru Taran, Amritsar). 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (in) of unstarred question 

No, 22. 

List of newspapers. 

1. Statesman. 

2. Star of India. 

3. Pioneer. 

4. Leader of Allahabad. 

6. Statesman (overseas weekly edition). 

6. Tbe Illustrated Weekly of India. 

7. Pancbayet of Dacca. 

8. Mymensingb Samacbar. 

9. Hindu Ranjika of Rajsbabi. 

10. Kaabipur Nivasi of Barisal. 

11. Siair (weekly edition). 

12. Al-Aman of Delhi (Urdu). 

13. Aftab (Urdu). 

14. Haq (Urdu). 
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id. Hansa of Benares (Hindi). 

IS. Jagaran of Benares. 

17. Sudha of Lucknow (Hindi). 

18. Madhuri (Hindi). 

19. Sudha (Hindi). 

20. Utkal Deepika. 

21. Hindu Illustrated Weekly. 

22. Hitavadi (Bengali). 

23. Midnapur Hitaishi (Bengali). 

24. Whip. 

25. Sanjivani. 

26. Capital. 

27. Charu Mihir Patrika of Mymensingh 

28. Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

29. Hindusthan Standard. 

30. Advance. 

31. Jugantar. 

32. Ananda Bazar Patrika 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to answer (in), viz., 
“persons detained under rule 129 may obtain at their own expense 

papers mentioned in (i) above “ will the Hon’ble Minister 

consider the desirability of making the list more representative by 
including all important journals P 

The Hoil’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINi I can go no further than 
what I have said. 

Mr. tURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for whioh distinction has been 
made between security prisoners and prisoners who have been detained 
nnder rule 129 in regard to the supply of newspapers? 

Tlie Hoil’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I have only stated that 
people detained under rule 129 are treated practically under the same 
terms and* conditions as under-trials. As a matter of fact, those rules 
which apply to under-trials apply to them. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on which principle the selection of these newspapers is made? 
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The Hon’bla Khwajt 8ir NAZIliUDDIN: What ia considered 
healthy for them. 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
explain what he means by “healthy”? 

The Hofl'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* This question can only 
be answered by the Public Health Department. 

Mr# CHARU CHANDRA ROY* With reference to the latter part 
of reply (m), viz., “Security prisoners detained under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules are supplied with the daily Statesman and 
Azad at Government cost and may also obtain at their own cost papers 
in the list,” will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government are considering the desirability of giving them the paper 
Basumati and Bengali periodicals such as Basumatiy Bharatvarsha, 
Brovasi as also Modem Revieir and others? 


Tho Hon’bid Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot make any 
promise offhand, but we consider that the list that has been given is 
very wide and practically it covers all shades of opinion, and unless a 
special case is made out, it is doubtful if any addition will be made. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With regard to security prisoners, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider that in order to spend 
their time in jail they should get monthly periodicals also? 

Tho Hon'blt Khwtjt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable member 
will suggest one or two monthly periodicals, we will consider. 


Mr* ATUL CHANpRA SEN: WUl the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that Division III prisoners are also highly 
intellectual persons? 

Mr* SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mttilvi ABU. HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, what about other 
questions? 


Mr* SPEAKER: These are held over. 
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Earlier adlournmeiit of the House on account of the Muhamim. 


Mr« SPEAKERS A letter Has been written to me by a large number 
of members requesting me to adjourn the House to-day on the ground 
that it is the first daj” of the Muharrum celebrations but before taking 
any decision on the matter, I should like to know what is the attitude 
of Government and of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Tho Hon*bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am sorry that the 
Leader of the House is not present here to-day. The matter was dis- 
cussed, and we feel that the business of the House must proceed. The 
Budget will have to be presented before the House on the ir)th 
February, and thereafter every day will be taken up on important 
business upon which we can hardly encroach. The Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Bill therefore will have to be completed before Ihe Budget 
is presented, and unless we clear something out of the way, I do not 
think that we shall be able to keep up to our time-table. The contest, 
as far as I can make out from the various amendments which have been 
put in, is apparently regard to the schedules, and there is no likeli- 
hood of that item being reached to-day. It will come up at some 
subsequent date, and we can then thrash them out and find out what we 
should put in and what we should take out. I submit that so far as 
we are concerned, we feel that it will cause great dislocation, although 
after the severe, strain to which I have been subjected I should 
personally li^e to have a holiday myself. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: As far as my infor- 
mation goes, Government offices have been closed to-day at 1 p.m., and 
although we find in the calendar that to-day is the eighth day of the 
Muharrum, it is actually the ninth day. We Muslim members of the 
Legislature think that the Muhamim festival should be observed from 
to-day, and it is for that reason that Government offices, I understand, 
have been closed. Therefore, it U desirable that ire should adjourn for 
this day. As for the Sales Tax Bill, it will not take long to finish it, 
and I do not find any cogent reason why we should carry on business 
to-day only to finish a little part of that Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I think if we could finish one portion of the 
Bill, that would mean going sufficiently ahead with it, and at the same 
lime I hope we will be able to adjourn earlier than usual. 

me Hofl’Me Khwill Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I thmk we can finish the 
question of recoiqmittal to-day after which the House may be adjourned. 
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Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Sir, so far as we on this side 
of the House are concerned, we have from the very beginning appre- 
hended that our Muslim friends would be eager to go away early in 
connection with the Muharrum festival. Therefore, when this question 
was mooted and there was a talk of having morning sessions, we amply 
made our position clear that we should rather have holidays than wound 
the feelings of our friends. So far as we are concerned, we never 
wanted to stand in their way nor to wound their religious susceptibili- 
ties, and if Government do not accede to their request, we have notli&g 
to say. Sir, the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has just said that the 
main controversial question wiU be the schedules, but I submit that the 
controversial question ranges from the beginning to the end, and 
therefore our appeal to you, Sir, is not to hurry the Bill through at any 
stage. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move that the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, ItHl, as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, honourable menibers have had the report of ihe Select Com- 
mittee in their pOHMession, and I have no doubt that tliey have noted — 
I hope with satisfaction — the amendments which have been embodied 
by the Select Committee in the Imdy of the Bill. Government, Sir, 
have gone as fur us practicable or feasible to meet the wishes of the 
Select (\)mmittee as reflecting the views of all sections of the House 
who are prepared to co-operate with this Government in thie financial 
measure. I have pointed out to the House the imperative necessity of 
this Bill, There may be some tinkering with it, some increase or 
decrease of rates, some inclusion or exclusion in the schedules, hut, so 
far as the imperative necessity of fhis Bill for the purposes of the 
administration is coneerned. it cannot be denied. In fact, Sir, I am 
in a position to say that it will be impossible for any administration 
to function under present circumstances if we want to give to the 
people of Bengal some amenities and to build a l)etter province. 

This year have a deficit of one crore and seven lakhs of rupees. 
This has been met fnuu the closing balance, but the closing balance 
has now come down to such proi>ortions that it cannot stand the strain 
of another deficit budget, as the next budget is Iwund to be without 
this taxation. Out of this one crore and seven lakhs, Rs. 30 lakhs 
approximately represents the jute that has been purchased by Govern- 
ment. Thepefore, there will be an increased expenditure of Es. 77 
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laJdbs which will have to be i*arrie<l on to this year. Along with the 
77 lakhs further exi>enditure has been provided for in the next 
year’s budget. I am not in a position to give the details to this House 
before the budget is presented, but it is obvious to everyone that more 
money must l>e provided for year after year in every successive budget 
if we want to increase the amenities and keep the machinery of 
Government going for the benefit of the people. I hope, Sir, that 
there is no one in any section of the House that does not realise that 
this Bill has to go through. (Cries of “Question, question” from Con- 
gress Benches.) I cannot understand any opposition to this meaaui'O 
except from those who desire to paralyse the Government. The 
opposition comes from the Opposition, because they are here to obstruct, 
and I am positive that even if this Government was supplanted by any 
other Government either from this side of the House or from the 
other side of the House, my friends wlio controvert my statement that 
this taxation is imperative for the province and for the administration 
not merely for this ministry' or this budget but for any ministry and 
any budget — even if they undertook the reins of offu'e, they would not 
he able to meet the next year’s budget without Ibis taxation, (llai 
Harkndra Nath (’h.audhtui : Ivet us see the budget then.) 

Now, Sir, this taxation measiire of all the various taxation mea- 
sures which w’e have examined has been ]>laced before the House, 
because it has certain merits which are not to Ik* found in other 
measures of taxation. The taxation is low, the cost of collection is 
little, the proceeds are considtTable. From one measure of taxation 
we will be in a position to carry on the administration and to benefit 
the nation-building departments. Further, this tax, if properly 
administered and if proj)er exemptions are made, will not affect the 
vast majority of this province who are poor to any appreciable extent 
and the Slain portion of this tux will l>e paid by those consumers w’hose 
standard of living is high and who have to W (constant pun-hasers, and 
a portion will be carried to .some extent by the trade. It is for this 
reason that we have seen a storm of influential opposition from traders 
and merchants in the main. Everywhere these gentlemen who have 
money are the vocal leaders of the various groups. To them it does 
not matter if this province goes to the dogs. They are not responsible 
for its administration. To them it does not matter if there is no 
money for water-supply, for primary education, for public health, for 
irrigation, or for agriculture. All that they care for is that tbe 
proffts which they are making as traders, merchants and middlemen 
should continue to repose in their pockets. But to us, Sir, who arc 
charged with the responsibility of conveying these amenities to the 
poor people of this province, it is a matter of life and death, and I 
discount therefore to a very large measure the opposition that has 
come from thes^ traders and these merchants in the mufassal or in 
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Calcutta, and I would request the honourable members of this House 
who are not allied to these traders and merchants but who have the 
welfare of the masses at heart to support Government in this measure. 
I can assure this House as I have assured before at the time of referring 
this Bill to the Select Committee, that the purpose of this taxation is 
to provide further funds for nation-building departments and further 
amenities to the masses of this province, and I would consider those 
honourable members who oppose this very small taxation measure, 
not merely that they are not friends of the people, but that they are 
the definite enemies of the people. 

Sir, I will indicate in some detail for the benefit of those gentle- 
men who oppose for the sake of opposition, who shout and interrupt 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister right 
in saying all these things? 

The Hoffl’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I will indicate to those 
who shout and interrupt on account of vacuity of mind 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister right in 
using words like “shout, interrupt and vacuity of mind^* in addressing 
members of this House? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not addressing any 
individual member, I am addressing those members whose vacuity of 
mind prompts them to shout and interrupt. If you doto't come within 
that category you are excepted — you come in the schedule of exemp- 
tions. Sir, I will indicate, however, for the benefit of those members 
who have not studied the alterations made by the Select Committee, 
some details regarding the proposals that have been made, although 
the main framework of the Bill has not been affected. I consider that 
the Select Commit tee have been extremely helpful with their sugges- 
tions, and I hope that they will agree with me that Government have 
gone as far as possible to meet any reasonable demands or suggestions 
that might have arisen from any part of the House. 

Sir, two provisions have been inserted in the interest of honest 
dealers to discourage attempts to evade payment of the tax. In the 
second explanation to the definition of “sale” it will be found that a 
clause has been inserted to prevent evasion of the tax by dealers who 
might establish a nominal sales office just beyond the border of the 
province and will so claim that their sales are not made within Bengal 
and so are not taxable. 

Secondly, Sir, in the new clause 9{1A) Government have taken 
power to recover arrears of the tax from any importer or manufacturer 
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who might be found to have evaded his obligation to get himself 
registered and so to have defrauded Government. But moat of the 
changes are designed to reduce to a minimum any extra trouble or 
expense which dealers might have to incur through the collection of 
that tax. The taxable quantum has l)een raised from Ra. 20,000 to 
Rs. 50,000 for ordinary dealers, but to prevent importers and manu- 
facturers from escaping taxation, the taxable quantum in their case 
has been reduced to Rs. 10,000. Here a year for the purpose of this 
Act does not mean a financial year but a period of 12 months, according 
to which any dealer customarily keeps his accounts. This will cer- 
tainly l>e very helpful to all dealers, inasmuch as most of them do 
not keep accounts in accordance with the financial year. The sale price 
often includes the cost of freight. The committee has recommended 
that the tax should not be levied on the cost of freight when it is paid 
by the seller and separately charged for; nor upon the sale of boxes, 
tins, bottles, etc., required by dealers for marketing their goods. 
Further, in order not to increase the cost of production and so put the 
Bengal manufacturer at a disadvantage with his rivals elsewhere, 
clause 5 (6) (7) has been amended to allow manufacturers to get free 
of tax not only the raw materials, but also all tlie machinery and neces- 
sary accessories to manufacture. This has been done to prevent double 
taxation. By an amendment to clause 7 registration will be free of 
charge and will not be subject to periodical renewal. Once effected, 
it will remain in force until the business changes hands or ceases to 
exist. A new clause 7 A has l)een added to allow dealers whose 
turnover does^^ot reach the taxable quantum to get themselves regis- 
tered voluntarily. As a matter of fact, 1 believe that dealers will find 
it a very great advantage to get themselves registered and we have 
given them an opportunity to do so. For the information of all regis- 
tered dealers a list of these will be published as soon as registration 
is completed. Additions, renewals and any alterations will be guisetted 
as they are made and a consolidated list of modifications will be pub- 
lished annually. A new provision to suh-clause (7) of clause 4 declares 
that the tax will l)e actually payable not according to the value of the 
sales effected during any given year, but according to the amount of 
the turnover actually realised by the dealers. This change means that 
the tax on any particular sale w’ill not be collected from the dealer 
until the dealer has collected his money from his customers. This, I 
hope, will go a very long way towards relieving his difficulties and 
making this tax palatable to him. 

The decision of the Commissioner under clause 16 upon points of 
dispute bhall not hava retrospective effect, unless it is established that 
the dealer has deliberately tried to evade the tax. Provision baa 
already been made for a statement of a case on a point of law to be 
referred to the High Court on the lines of section 66 of the Income Tax 
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Act. Power to call for and to inspect registered dealers' accounts has 
been strictly limited to the.^minimum necessary for the purposes of this 
Act and have been made subject to rules which will lay down certain 
conditions that in these matters every effort should be made to avoid 
causing unnecessary harassment to dealers. By the omission of clause 
5 (2) and of the words “or otherwise'' from clause 2 Government have 
agreed to renounce the power to enhance the rate by notification and 
the power to remove any item from the schedule of exemptions. 
Honourable members will note that we have agreed to this act of 
sacrifice. We have given up the power to enhance the tax, because I 
am of opinion that in case we need taxation measures, we ought to take 
the Legislature in every case into our confidence, and we ought to be 
in a position come before the legislature and tell them exactly what 
the financial position is and ask them, if it is necessary to increase the 
tax, to give their consent. Further, Sir, we have also given up the 
power to amend the schedules by the method of subtraction, namely, 
that if any article is exempted, we do not propose taking away that 
exemption without the cx)nsent of the Legislature. We will not do so 
by a notification, but in order to help the various interests further and, 
therefore, to lighten the burden of taxation, if necessary, we have 
retained the power to add to the schedules of exemptions. These 
schedules of exemptions, it will be noted, have been made very large 
indeed; in fact, one may almost say, generously large; so much so that 
it may cause serious inroads into the probable proceeds of the tax. I 
will explain shortly the principle underlying some of these exemptions. 
Honourable members may have noticed that the amount of the tax has 
also been lowered from 2 per cent, to 1 pice in the rupee which works 
out at 1 ’60 per cent. The tax, therefore, is indeed very small in its 
incidence. It will be charged only once in a series of transactions. 
Even though an article may have been sold or resold six or seven times, 
it will only pay 1 pice in the rupee in the whole series of transactions, 
and not G or 7 pice. Further, only such articles as are sold through 
hig shops will bo taxed, and articles which are imtwrted or manufac- 
tured by shops whose turnover is Rs. 10,000. These will be registered, 
and all tninaactions in registered shops w’ill not be taxed, but when 
the rt*gistered shop will sell to the unregistered shop or the consumer, 
the unregistered shop or the consumer who will jnirchase from the 
registered shop will be taxed. The money will be collected through 
the registered shop, but it will l>e payable only on the sale price of the 
article when collected by the shopkeeper. Therefore, bad debts where 
the money has not been paid will not ho liable to taxation. The prin- 
ciple regarding fhe exemptions is that it does not fall heavily on the 
poor. We have exempted all foodstuffs used generally by the people, 
and particularly by the poor; for instance, paddy, ric;e, all cereals, in 
fact, dal, flour, atta and mustard oil; but we have not exempted patent 
foods or imported foods (Cries of “What about foreign liquor F" 
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and ^'Wliat about teaP” from tbe Opposition Benchos.) Sir, so far as 
tea is concerned, it will be taxed, and foreign liquor is already taxed; 
they are items that can form the subject-matter of another Bill. I 
submit that a tax on foreign liquor at 1*5 per cent, would be next to 
nothing, and I will not insult foreign liquor with a tax of 1 *6 per cent. 
Goods that are utilised for the pur{K>se of preparing finished articles 
have also been exempted, for instance, yarn, leather, etc. On the 
principle that goods should not be taxed twice, all things used in the 
manufacture of an article which artiole in due course will be taxed, all 
such goods used in the manufacture of finished articles will escape taxa- 
tion, because the finished article, as I have said, will be taxed. 

Then, again, articles that are the subject-matter of sjiecial tax have 
been excluded, namely, electricity, spirit, liquor, etc., and if they have 
to be taxed, then it will be necessary to bring in different taxation pro- 
posals in their case. Then, articles used as cottage industries will 
escajK} taxation, and this includes tobacco which is sold in lidts and 
bazars and in smaller shojw. The tobacco of the agriculturists which 
is sold in villages, in hats and bazars, will thus escape taxation. It 
will not be taxed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What about water? (Laughter.) 

THb Hon’blo Mr* H* 8* SUHRAWARDY: Sir, we are not going to 
impose any tax on water which is not sold in the market. 

Then, Sir, such articles as sarees^ dhotis^ (jamchas^ etc., produced 
by our country weavers, [mttery produced by our cotnuars^ slippers 
produced by c»ur cobblers, tabacco grown by our villagers and sold in 
hats and bazars, all these village produce w'ill thus escape taxation. 
Articles are also being exempted from taxation so as not to interfere 
with outside tiade. We do not want to drive trade outside Bengal; we 
do not want to kill the industries within Bengal, and hence we are not 
taxing articles which will Ik* ex|Kjr(cd outside Jtcngul, nor are wo 
taxing articles that are purchased by the Government of India and the 
Railways because those Indies may otherwise obtain their goods just 
as easily from other parts of India, and thereby create a position which 
will give a serious blow to our business in Bengal. 

Now, Sir, I claim, a.*s I have tdaiined before, that the poor will 
hardly be affected by the tax, the poor as we know them. Of course, 
my friends on the other sid|p will classify themselves in the category of 
the poor, but that is a different matter; but the poor for whom we feel 
and for whom this Government stands will hardly be liffected by this 
tax. A village rarely purchases more than two or three pieces of 
cloth for a whole year on which he will have to pay a tax, if he does 
not wish to purchase cloths produced by the villagers. It is those 
persons who will J)e called upon to pay the tax. Sir, this taxation is 
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80 very low that even ordinary fluctuations in prices are Tery much 
higher. Due to ordinary ^uctuations in prices a piece of cloth may go 
up from 12 annas to 1 rupee and 8 annas, and yet that piece of cloth 
will be purchased, and there will be no destruction, of the countryside, 
but if I ask for 1 pice in the rupee, immediately there is a cry from 
some sections of the House that the poor will not be able to stand it, 
and bear the burden of this piece of taxation. I claim, Sir, that this 
Government has saved you, the rich and the poor alike, by the measures 
of control that it has exercised on profiteering. Suppose we had 
allowed profiteering to run amok. What would be its effect on the 
countryside? You can realise. Sir, how much more money the poor 
would have to pay for their ordinary necessities, and I submit, Sir, that 
we have a claim to call upon the people of this province to make this 
small sacrifice for their own benefit, for the benefit of the nation- 
building departments ; because I feel that for every pice that they will 
pay they will receive benefits hundredfold for amenities. Sir, if there 
is any increase in this 1 pice in the rupee, it will go for the benefit of 
the province, and it will not go into the pockets of profiteers or 
merchants. On the last occasion. Sir, I pointed out how we have to 
a very great extent increased the wealth of the people and have so 
managed that they have in their pockets various sums of money which 
formerly they had to pay to the zemindars, to the mahajanSf to the 
lawyers, to the profiteers. This money now rests with them, and we 
have made the people more capable of bearing this taxation than before. 
1 may have to revert to the subject in my reply. I state this as a 
general proposition and request this House to take up this Bill for 
consideration. 

MFi SPEAKER: Amendment No. 1 is out of order at this stage. 

Mr. SAtANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is No. 2 out of order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, because you have not mentioned about quorum 
and date. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What about No. 3? 


Mr. EPEA^ERs Similarly, you have mentioned the date for 
submission of 4he report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In the rule the only thing thSi 
is necessary is to propose a recommittal. Will you kindly refer to the 
rule itself? 
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Mrt SPEAKER: Anj^way, I am taking Mi:w P. Banerji’s amendment, 
the first part of which is the same. You can all speak upon that. 

Mr* P* BANERJi: Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment that 
the Bill be recommitted to the same Select Committee with instructions 
to submit their report by 30th June, 1041, and that the quorum of the 
Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, after hearing the speech of the Hon'ble Minister to-day, I feel 
that there is greater necessity of sending the Bill to the committee 
again for further consideration. There is no doubt that it was on 
our suggestion at the last session that the motion for circulation was 
moved. We suggested certain improvements in the way of amendments 
and those suggestions have l)een accepted now in the Select ('omniittee 
about bad debts and appointment of auditors. That I must admit is a 
definite improvement in order to save these traders from unnecessary 
harassment and also loss. But, Sir, what alHuit the other matters, 
particularly sub-clause (3) of clause 4, in which we find, “Every dealer 
who has l)ecome liable to jjay tax under this Act shall continue to be 
so liable until the expiry (»f three consecutive years, during each of 
which his gross turnover has failed to exceed the taxable quantum.*’ 
Sir, may I emjuire of the Tfon’Me Minister under what principle and 
logic he supports this measure that a person once taxed will be taxed for 
ever — <>uy for three years? Supposing the next year he makes a loss or 
his turnover is less than Rs, 50 thousand, then what is the idea? This 
has not been amended in the Select Committee. 

Then again, Sir, the Ilon’hlc Minister was very generous in suggest- 
ing that he has given up all jmwers and he will bring every time, if 
he wants any change, before this TTouse and be will want the sanction. 
But I ask him to refer to clause 6 (3) (e) where it is said, “such other 
pales as may be prescribed.” What does it mean? Ts it not giving a 
blank cheque altogether to tlie Government? Government may include 
anything they like afterwards by their rule-making power. Other items 
may also be included and the Select Committee has not been exhaustive. 
That is all the more reason why this should l)e referred back to the 
Select Committee where the members can sit together and make improve- 
ments without having to insert such a clause. This clause will have 
to be deleted altogether, as I tbii.k no such blank cheque should be given 
particularly to this GoveriAnent. 

Sir, th« Hon’ble Minister has claimed to be the tampion and 
pirptector of the tenants, cultivators and agriculturists of this country. 

the Hon'ble Minister had any idea of the state of affairs in the 
countryside, he would have found indications of howt the Government 
have bungled and mismanaged in the matter of administration by having 
•0 much money imd spending it improperly and injudiciously. From 
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the very beginning we suggested that it was time for tbe Government to 
cry halt, but they did not hear us. We suggested that the Government 
were heading for a crisis and within a very short time they have actually 
headed for a crisis by bringing the country to this sort of bankruptcy. 

Sir, if we go into details we will find how the money in the name of 
village organisation has been misused. I know definitely there are 
cases where money has been given as patronage. For instance, Rs. 600 
was given to a certain person for certain village organisation. The 
result was that out of that Rs. 600, Rs. 300 was spent only to receive the 
Minister. Instead of apjdyiug this money to cater to the needs of the 
people of the country, it was ajjplied to eater to the needs of the Minister 
and other persons who were taken from Calcutta, and out of Rs. 600 
intended for village rectmstrucdion scheme Rs. 300 was spent in this way. 

Sir, we will have an o])j)ortunity to discuss this matter more fully 
during the Budget discussion. Now, as there is very little time left 
and as Mr. Jalan from our side wants to speak on this motion, I do not 
like to take up more time of the House, and with these remarks I move 
my motion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 l>eg to 
support this motion for recommittal. I do not find the Hon’ble Minister 
in his old place because, I believe, after his long sermon upon the 
supposed vacuity of bis fellow-members, he did not feel it comfortable 
to remain in his own seat 

Tht Hofl’bl# Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I have come down here in order to give l^etter atten- 
tion to ray good friends; if they do not want that attention, I will go 
back. 

Mr. 8AN8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I feel sure that the Hon’ble 
Minister's old seat is not smelling bad ! 

The Hon’bM Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not at all. 

Mr. tA8ANKA 8EKNAR 8ANYAL! Mr. Speaker, the Hon'ble 
Minister in ciiarge of the Bill tried to defend it with all his might and 
he exhausted fiis pharseology over this matter. (The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. 
SuHRAWARDY h I hope I know a few more.) But who in Bengal does 
not know that this proposed sales tax is the most hated and dreaded 
thing to*dayP At the time when the Bill came up for reference to the 
Select Committee members from all sides of the House opposed it at»d 
.pressed for circulation, and they advanced various grounds for pressing 
the Bill & be cireulated for ellidting public opinion. At that time 



mt] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


147 


the Hon’ble Minister held out assurances that nation^bi^ilding activities 
would be pursued and that money was necessary for that purpose. But 
it is clear that even in the Select Committee those who did not dissent 
from the main proposals in the Bill did not find their way to make any 
amendment to the preamble or the schedule in such a way as to make it 
clear that the money was necessary for nation-building departments. 
Even, Sir, up till this evening we were feeling confident that the Hon’ble 
Minister would make it clear that the money was necessary for definite 
schemes of nation-building activities — the more so because from the 
minutes of dissent of the members of the Select Committee, we find thal 
about half a dozen have given concrete suggestions and definite opinions 
regarding this matter. Not only that, but my honourable friends of the 
Proja Party — for example the minute of dissent of Messrs. Gyasuddin 
Ahmed Choudhury and Ahmed Ali Mridha — make it clear that they 
cannot go in for this taxation unless there was a definite project in the 
matter of primary education, rural medical relief and rural water-supply. 
The Hon’ble Minister twitted those members of the Opposition us 
standard friends of the poor, but if be will kindly go over the minute of 
dissent of Sir Henry Birkmyre, who is not a 8tandardiBf‘d friend of the 
poor, he also has made a significant comment that unless the G(*vernment 
makes it clear that there are definite, complete and absolutely necessary 
schemes for which additional funds are required, he cannot go in for 
this proposed sales tax. So, Sir, the opinion was pressed from all sides 
of this House that there was no question of considering this proposed 
sales tax unless the Government made it clear that it was necessary for 
the nation-building departments. To-day, Sir, the Hon’blc Minister 
has 8|)oken in advance of the clauses of the Bill. Even to-day he has 
not committed himself to the position, as he did in the matter of the 
previous taxation Bill, viz , the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation 
Bill, that the money collected by this taxation would be definitely spent 
or earmarked for projects of nation-building departments. He has no 
doubt glanced at phrases such as “the poor people” and the nation- 
building departments,” but we at least on this side of the House are 
definitely not going to be deluded by these catch expressions of the 
Hon’ble Minister, 

TM Hoil»bl4 m. H. t. SUHRAWARDYS Why? 

Mr. RAtANKA SEKHAR SANYALS Because this Government 
started uader the best financial auspices a few years back, and in every 
Imdget Govenunent held out promises that schemes would be ready, 
Hut schemes would be formulated and pursued, so that the people in 
the villages might get extensive relief. We have all along been fed on 
those promises and assurances. But neither did the schemes come upi 
mot was there aiiy expenditure from the general revenues upoi| the»e 
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proposals in %ny concrete skape. Even, for example, day before 
yesterday, on the first day of this session, when the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee was placed before the House, it was a staggering 
spectacle that this Government which have practically exhausted all the 
financial resources that came into their hands have not been able to spend 
any substantial amount upon agriculture or education. What is the 
answer of the Hon'ble Minister to that? The only answer that is writ 
large on the walls of this province is that money has been spent really 
not for purposes of nation-building <]epartments, hut for purposes which 
are well known and which I am not going to mention now. So, our 
position is clear, that even when there is a talk of replenishing nation- 
building departments, we must have definite schemes formulated and 
concrete proposals placed before the House so that we can consider at 
that time the necessity of finding funds for these schemes. Sir, any 
non-partisan in Bengal knows that the golden resources which this 
Government received at the outset have l>een frittered away for various 
objectionable piirjioses, and no lusting good has been derived by the 
province as a whole by the spending of such a huge amount. So, Sir, 
on that jH»int, our attitude 1 have tried to make clear in my humble 
way. 

Then, coming to the question of getting additional revenues in order 
to meet the deficits which have been flourished in the face of the House 
by the undaunted Finance Minister, be advanced his strongest argument 
by eritirising the Opposition and anticipating that there will be opposi- 
tion to this Bill like the proverbial weak case. That is bis strongest 
argument, namely, villifying the Oj)position. But what is the position? 
AVhy, if theif' aie an\ deficits iu the revenues at all, no sensible explana- 
tion has been offered by the Hon'ble Minister. 

The Hon*Me Hr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: For what? 

Mr.^8/|^ANKA 8EKHAR SAN Y At: For flourishing the deficit 
which forms the stock argument of the Hon’ble Minister’s case to-day. 
Sir, if this deficit has occurred, well, the Government ought to be 
ashamed of such a deficit. It is no answer to saj^ that whichever 
Governt^nt comes into office in place of this GoveMhent, such a pro- 
IKmed taxation urtmld be necessary. Well, the Hon’ble Minister should 
have considered* the thing independently without any reference to the 
Opposition. Sir, in any civilised country, a Government which wasted 
Ihe financial energies of the people in this way in an extravagant alid 
unpardonable manner and now comes with a shameleas story of 
impending or actual deficit, before asking for additional revenues 
through a sales tax, would have voluntarily proposed to resign. That 
is ihennost >onventional and standard civilised fond of meeting th% 
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question. When you had plenty of money^ you^Eave not used H^or 
proper purposes. You have stranded the province practioally on a bed* 
rock of indebtedness. Without shamelessly asking for additional 
revenue for meeting the deficit, this Government ought to have proposed 
making room for others. Now, how did this deficit occur at all, and 
how is it going to be met? If the deficit took place in the ordinary 
course of things, then it ought to be met in the ordinary way. May I 
ask the Hon’ble Minister — has any honest effort been made for at 
least meeting part of the deficit by retrench men t schemes which have 
been recommended on the floor of the House and outside also? Can tha 
Government say that the Government have done their best, everything 
in their power, to curtail expenditure — a curtailment which is so easily 
to be effected? The Government have not done anything in that direc- 
tion. Much of the expenditure which is claimed by the present Govern- 
ment can be avoided. There can he retrenchments effected in the fat 
salaries at the top. Then, Sir, T go further, and 1 make this proposal 
that before going with taxation measures of this kind, we the members 
of this House ought to consider w’hether Indore asking) for additional 
revenues from the poor and the public at large, the Ministers and the 
memliers themselves should not consider the question of having their 
own emoluments retrenched. Four years back when this question was 
discussed, the Government was in possession of funds and therefore 
could look upon this matter as an academic question. Hut Co-day when 
the Government is on the verge (d financial hankrupfey, it is no more 
an academic question, but a prominent matter which (Might to he dis- 
cussed on the flo(»r of this House. If there is deficit, let us try to meet 
it in an honest way. If we try to meet it in an honest way, we must make 
an honest beginning, we must retrench our emoluments in this House, 
we must retrench the emoluments of onr suWdinate staff, we must 
retrench, if possible, our Ministt‘rs’ salaries to meet the entiri* deficit. 
If we cafi do all these things, then only wa-can go out to the i>uhlic ard 
tell them that some more money is necessary’. We should see that (axa- 
tion is such as will only hit those at the top and not tiiose at the 
bottom. The other day a Finance tax was imposed uptm us-^thflse who 
pay income-tax have been made liable to an ungradiiated further 
taxation of Rs. 30 per year, and I am prepared to invest Government 
with power, if ne^ssary, to amend that Act and increase the in^i lenco 
of taxation which^ifill fall only u|>on those people— grudging ij^ople no 
doubt — ^but upon people who are supposed to he able to hear the jh^irdeii^ 
of further taxation. But there is no sense in asking the mass at large 
to contribute by taxation — for what purpose — in order to meet the 
* ddkita that have (Oj^urred and are going to oe^rur. It is a preposterqua 
proposition. Afte/all, what will be the effect of this taxation ? To-day, 
in Bengal, more than half the province's outturn in food-crops has failed 
on account of the drought and scarcity, the prices of food crof>s have 
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higher up and the capacity of the poor peaeantg haa gone dpvk 
teiy low, but the present ministry have failed ignominiously to come 
to any solution with regard to the money crops such, as jute imd 
sugarcane. 

Thi Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Good Gtod! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AIIYAL: The Minister is ciying up to 
the Good Lord ; but the price of jute has hopelessly gone down, and the 
poor 'peasantry are despairing of their faith in the Good Lord at all. 
To*day, Sir, when the people are on the verge of ruination, when they 
expect relief from persons who are at the helpa of affairs of the province, 
the ministry is only flourishing them with these stones of taxation. Sir, 
this will aggravate the poverty of the people and add to the penury of 
the province. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit, indicating that the honourable 
member’s time was going to be up.) 

' I see the blue light has been lit, and I will not wait for the red light. 
But I warn the honourable members, I warn the members of the 
Coalition Party iji particular, that if this tax is pursued the *‘red lamp” 
will be lighted all over Bengal and the Ministers will have to suffer the 
consequences thereof. 

Mr. I8WARDA8 JALAN: Mr. Speaker, Sfir, I beg to support the 
motion of Mr. Banerji, and in supporting this motion I wish to say 
that when this measurp was introduced by the Hon’ble the Commerce 
Minister in this House, or rather the Finance Minister, there was a 
good d^'al of opposition to this measure, and in spite of that opposi- 
tion the measure was referred to the Select Committee. If I remember 
Alight, even the European Party reserved its right to oppose this 
measure after it emerges out of the Select Committee. I do not know 
as to what their attitude is at present, but so far as we on this side of 
the House are concerned, we still find that though there has been some 
improvement in the Select Committee in the various clauses of -the 
Bill, still the fundamental objection remains, and the Bill, ns 
modified by the Sele<'t Committee, is not sufficient to remove the sus- 
picions of the people of this province. Sir, so far as this taxation 
measurn is concerned, when the Hon’ble the Finance Minister intro- 
'duced this me«Esure, he waxed eloquent upon the benefits that this 
measure will bring to this province. The Hon’ble Minister gave a 
Jong catalogue of things, Very good things indeed, which he hoped 
to have this province. He thought if we oonaent 

to the introduction of this meaiure, perhaps a millennium would 
he comiii^ to save this province and that there would be nothing 
but milk and honey flowing everywhere in thie province. But what 
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find to-dayP ^To-day the Hon^ble i^istar has coip lorwatd 
bejfefs us with a^^statement of estimated income which shows %atsm 
the year 1940-41 the (Sbvpmment is faced with a deficit 
and mven lakhs of rupees. Tjierefore, we come to this proposition tllat 
even if we consent to the imposition of this iniquitous tax, even*thi!| 
the promised millennium is not coming. The money to he realised front 
this taxation is going to meet the ordinary expenses of administra- 
tion, and all our dreams and the dreams which the Hod*ble Minister 
is putting forward before the public are disappearing. It is a well- 
known fipct that when the present Ministry started work, there, was a 
surplus of two crores of rupees, and in foui: years’ time we find that 
this province is faced with a deficit of one crore and seven lakhs. Is 
this sound finance? I do not know as to whether there is any 
economist in the world who wouhU say that the jwlicy which the 
Government of Bengal has been pursuing in this matter is sound 
finance. So far as the Hon’hle Minister's gestures and postures were 
concerned, he stated that while the projn-ilariuih and pn>ja-hanilhvi 
will be l»eiiting their breasts, the Ministers w'ill go on as usual 


Tht.Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a imint of inrsonal 
explanation, Sir. I have never said that the Ministers will go on as 
usual. 


Mr. I8WAR DASi^ALAN. But if you like, I can quote that. 

vTht Hofi^M Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I say, Sir, I made no 
statement that the Ministers- will go on us ujkual. 


Mr. I8WAR OA8 dALAN; Now, I say that if thU Bill is passed, 
the proja-daradis and the projit-bandhus will have to IhjbI their 
breasts, because the ministry is following a policy which will be 
disastrous tc this province. Perhaps in their exuberence to meet their 
deficits and also to shield their incompetence, they have come forward 
^ih this extraordinary measure of a general sales tax to be imposed 
upon this province. So far as a general sales tax is concerned, it baa 
been reengnised by all persons in authority in public finance that it is 
a tax which should be imposed only in times of extreme emergency. 
I could have understood the Government of Bengal coming forward 
with thb taxation proposal if we could have found that there was 
such an emergency which could not be foreseen, I find from the 
statement which has been * put before this House by the Hou’ble Ae 
Finance Ministil^t according to his estimate the deftgt in reven^ 
will not be more than 19 lakhs of rupees in spite of this war. (H 
oourse, increase in expenditure according to his budget isstiinate is 
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1^. '3Q hkha. TherefoM J would say that wdien the budget prck 
piiiii Viw made* before tbie House by the Hou'ble Riuauoe Minister* . 

has happened since theii on account of deficit in revenue, on 
accdupt of war or any other factor to justify the Hon’ble the Finance 
MiiiiMier to come with this supplementary estimate and with these 
proposals at the end of the year. Sir, so far as the various clauses of 
the Hill are concerned, we have got fundamental objection to the same. 
Firstly, on the question of principle. I will not take the time of the 
House, but I sluill simply quote one passage from Mr. Seligman who 
is regarded as one of the authoritiei^of public finance. He stated: “A 
general sales tax is a discredited remnant of an outworn system. It is 
essentially undemocratic in its nature and it would, if enacte<l, exagge- 
rate rather than attenuate the present inequalities of weiilth and 
income.” Mr. Nalini lianjan Barker, who was the ex-Finance 
Minister of this very province and Vho can certainly cUim to be more 
conversant with the commerce and trade and finance of this country — 
without meaning any disrespect to the Hon’lde the Finance Minister 
who is occupying this portfolio to-day — is of opinion that, so far as 
this measure is concerned, “it increases business costs, tends to res- 
trict consumptioon, is likely to driye out tmde from this province, 
induces undesirable tmde practices, hampers economic efficiency, 
introduces an element of unfair competition in trade, and it is expen- 
sive to collect.” This is the certificate which an ex-Fiiiance Minister of 
this province is giving to the measure introduced by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister at present. 

Sir, on the previous occasion I had stated in*this House that, so far 
as the Bill is (‘oucerned, it is bound t# drive away trade from thjw 
province. I am ghid to find that an effort has l)e€n made in ihe 
tfeiert ijomiuhw^ in ordw Ui oKoek this fk)w outside the province by 
inserting the clause that if a person imports ceminotlities from outside 
the province and if the value of the commodities be mere Rs. 10,000 
he will be luible to taxation. But still I say tluit even this figure of 
Rs. 10, (KK) is sufficient to drive out trade from this province. My 
objection to this tax is tluit, so far as this tax is txmoemefl, it telle 
heavily upon small dealers and consumers rather than the big dealers 
and the big consumers. You will find. Sir, that economists have 
found that the imposition of this tax, if it takes 1 per cent, out of the 
inoome of the 4 :icbe 8 t man, it takes 60 per cent, out of the income of 
the poorest man. That is the verdict of economists who have bestowed 
their Attention to this. Now take one complete instance and you will 
find as to how the incidence of taxation will surely drive out tmde from 
this province, and I require, Sir, the patience of the Hon’bl« the 
Finance Minister lor a few^ninutes, to understand this proposition as 
to how it will work, FlSke for instance the case retail dealers. 
There is a retail dealer for instance in the mufassi^f whose sale does 
not exceed Rs. 50,000 ; he becomes an unregistered dealer. Now as 
•oon os he purchases his goods from a person in Bengal, he has got to 
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'p%y tax to the wholesale dealer from whom ue is |ittTOuusing. 
Now sappose he purchases gfooda . from a wholesale dealer 

worth Es. 5,000, then at the rate of say 2 ^r ^aOmt. he 

will have to pay Rs. 75 or Rs. 80 as tax. Now the wholesale dealer 
will certainly be able to oharj^e this Rs. 80 from the retail dealer^ 
because as it is a lump sum it has got to be paid os tax. Now take 
the instauoe of the retail dealer; that poor fellow is not going to sell 

the cottonodities in terms of hundreds or thousands, but he is to sell 

the commodities in terms of one piece or two pieces or three pieces. 
Now if that retail dealer sells to vou a piece of dhoti worth Rs. 1-3-6^ 
will you please tell me as to how it is possible for that small dealer to 
pass on this lax to yoii^ Even supposing that you raise the price by 
1 pice. What about the annas 3-(iy What proportion will it War? 
Supposing that it is Re. 1-3 or Re. 1*1() and he takes 2 pice on account 
of the tax, then it bears hard on the cxjnsumer, because instead of the* 
consumer poying 2 per cent, tax or Re. 1-9 per cent, tax, he will have 
to pay more, because after all the retail dealer will have to realise the 
tax from the consumer and the consumer in certain cases will have to 


pay more and in other crises tlie retail dealer will not be able to pose 
this tax on to the consumer as has been stated by the Hon’ble the 
Eil^nce Minister. In 8up|:M)rt of this proposition of mine tluit, so far 
as tlie sales tax i.s concerned, it cannot wholly piissec^^oQ to the 
coiLsumer and a portion of it must be Imrne b> the ret4ul <lealer, I cite 
this authority. Sir, Mr. Alfred 0* Buchler has stated: “The proper 
role of the sides tax in the fiscal system appears to l>e that of emergency 
revenue to be rescjrted to only when normal services are imideqmito. 
The so-called sales tax as a s\stem of .soles tax tends t4> he shifte<l to 
the consumers in the form of higher b^ice although sellers may resort 
to lowering the quality or ({uanlity of taxed Articles at existing prices. 
The shifting of sales tax can be considered only in the light of variable 
conditions affecting pro<hirtion costs and demand for eiich commodify 
or service. If a sales tax is shiftetl to consumers, it is regressive in 
its effect, in that it falls most heavily upon the p<K)rest oonsumers. If 
it is not shifted, as is fre(|uently the case, they remain with the busi* 
ness a.s a chtirge on sales.*’ 


Sir, with regard to the various provisions of this Bill, I would draw 
the attention of the Hon’hle the Finance Minister lo^his facd., that 
persons who ore liable to taxation are those who purchase goods 
worth Rs. 10,000 from outside the pix)vince mostly. Why should they 
purchase in this province even goods worth Its. 9,000 if they can go to 
the adjioining province of Bihar and purchase goods and sell them free 
of taxf In this manner the Hon’ble the Kinance Minister will realise 
that this tax is bound to fail if every retaif^ealer purchases goods 
worth even Be. ff,000 from an adjoining province and saves himself from 
the hnrden of this taxation. There will be hundreds and hundreds of 
mlaii dealers who wiR be bound to purchase commodities from outside 
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fiV^Tinoe, and if they purchase goods from outside the province, it 
tijil he tantamount to a loss of lakhs and lakhs of rupees to this ]^ch 
iriiice. - ^ 

Sir, so far as the iniquitous nature of this tax is concerned, I would 
(Irfiw the attention of the Hon’hle the Finance Minister to three or four 
clauses. The first is the rate of taxation. With regard to that I 
would say: Let the Finance Minister proceed cautiously in this 
matter, and if he at all wants to impose this tax, he should start it 
with i per cent, or half pice per rupee. Let him see the results as to 
how it affects taxation. After all, it is a new thing in this country! 
It has failed in^ Bombay ; it has not been successful m Madras. You 
are embarking on a measure which is an absolutely new measure. Why 
should he not start cautiously instead of jeopardising the whole trade 
and commerce of this province? Then, 8ir, it has been provided that 
once a man has been taxed, he will have to pay it for three years. 
This provision I have noticetl nowhere, neither in the English Sales 
Tax Act, nor in Madras nor in Bombay. 

Then, Sir, so far as the other clauses are concerned, I do not think 
that I have got time to deid wMth them, but I say this, that so far as 
this Bill is (concerned, it has got to be recommitted to the Select Com- 
mittee, where across the table they can discuss these propositions. It 
is very difficult to discuss these amendments on the floor of the House, 
because if one arn'endment is lost. Government think that they have 
lost the confidaooe of the House and that it is a vote of no confidence. 
Government rightly or wrongly insists upon the thing and gets it done, 
but if this Bill is recommitted to the Select Committee, they cun think 
over these pfjints well. 


Mr, W, A. M, WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the 
European Party I oppose the motion for recommittal of this Bill to the 
Select Committee. 

My party consider this Bill has been substantially improved in the 
Select Committee and congratulations are due to the members of the 
Select Ckuumittee and to tlje Hon’ble Finance Minister for the good 
work they have done. 

Spetiking on the motion for reference to the Select Committee of 
this Bill, Mr. Sassoon stated that the Europeou Party considered! that 
the necessity for this tax had not been established and that we reserv- 
ed the right to oppose this Bill in its later stagevS, if w'e were not 
•applied witij^ facts and figures which definitely established that the 
additional taxation was nepessary to baknce the budget for this year 
or that there was additiolial expenditure required for completed schemes 
which were absolutely necessary. We also asked for certain assurances 
which the Hon’ble Finance Minister to a large extent was good 
enough to give us. la taking up this attitude, we were mainly 
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giii^ia by tbe fact that India ia at war and that it ia therelora dwiimbla 
to alPQtd, if possible, imposing any additional burden in tbe form of pro* 
Tincial taxation on the tax-payer in order that he should be able to 
Bu^t the beayy demands imposed and likely to be imposed upon him 
by the Centre to finance the war effort. 1 would like to explain that 
in taking up this attitude we were not unmindful of the many crjdng 
needs of this province and that we did not for one moment mean to 
suggest that the progress in uat ion-building schemes must l>e suspended 
for the duration of the war. Nor could we be unmindful that in help- 
ing to keep the people of M his province peac eful and oouleuted we would 
be making a material contribution to the war. What we did inium to 
suggest, however, and what T wish t-o emphasise now, is that war and 
the heavy burden that it will impose upon the tax-jiayer is a factor 
which the Provincial GoA'ernment must lake into account in consider- 
ing what is possible in the way of advance in nation-building. 

The Ilon’ble Finance Minister has now supplied us with a state- 
ment of the financial position. This statement shows that according 
to the revised e.stimates for 1940-41 there will be a deficit of Rs. 107 
lakhs. From this sum (as the Hon ’bit' Finance* Minister has admittwl)^ 
in order to arrive at the recurring defic it, there should \te deducted the 
aura of Rs. 30 lakhs representing non-recurring expenditure cm jute 
which may l>e recoverable. If, moreover, it is the intention of Govern- 
ment to impose a separate tax on jute, then the expenditure on regis- 
tration, licensing and checking of jute whicb would be met out of a 
jute tax amounting to roughly Rs. 24 lakhs per annum should be 
deducted, leaving a net deficit of roughly Us. 53 lakhs to be met by 
the proposed sales tax. My piirty consider tluit this statement estab- 
lishes the necessity for additional taxation. 

My party are aware of the many objec-tions to the sales tax as a 
form of taxation. It is cumbrous to <x)lleci, as a rule easy to evade, it 
tends to interfere with trade and industry, and it is regressive in 
character, that is, it does not take into account ability to jwy. On the 
other hand, it is one of the few .soiirc-es of revenue open Provincial 
Governments wbich is likely to yield a substantial revenue, and it has 
been widely adopted in Europe and in America. Moreover, G(»vern- 
ment and the Select (Committee have endecHcmred iK>t without success 
to minimise the objections both as regards administration, evasion and 
interference with trade and industry' and as regards the (|uestioii of 
ability to pay. The list of exemptions has \>een extended in sucb a 
way as to make it incorrect to say, as iny friend Mr. Sircar has said, 
that the tax will be a burden on tbe poorer sections of the population. 
In our opinion, the tax is now an ecjiiitable tax which will be paid by 
all sections of tbe people proportionately. 

On the motion for reference of this Bill to o Select Committee, Mr. 
Sassoon, on behalf of my party, stated that we considered that the 
fmte of tax should be not more than 1 per cent. In this we were guided 
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by tbe fact ilmt a 1 per cent, tax was estimated to yield 1 <more. Tbe 
Select Committee have reduced the rate of tax from 2 per cent, to 1 *56 
per cent. They have at the same time considerably extended the list 
of exemptions from the tax so tfat it is now doubtful whether a IJ per 
cent, tax will yield 1 crore 50 lakhs. I have stated that according to 
the figures supplied to us by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, the recurring 
deficit to be met by the sales tax amounts roughly to 54 lakhs. We 
are prepared to agree, liowever, thot this is not all that will have to be 
met. We agree that certiuii additional expenditure will be necessary, 
for example, in order to make progress with th# scheme for the introduc- 
tion of free primary ediuation for which there is a w'idespre^d demand 
and also with the sclieme for the rivugani nation of the rural health 
services. 

We agree, moreover, that the province should liave an adequate 
closing Iwlance so that the finances of the province will not \ye run on 
too narrow a margin and the credit of the province suffer accordingly. 
We do not agree, however, that the (Tovernment should have a large 
surplus fund at its dis|K)wil, even for the purpose of relieving the rather 
prohlematical aitenuath of the war suggested to us by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. The existence of sucii a surplus will make the exer- 
cise of strict finniicial control difficult, ami I welw)me the Finance 
Minister’s assumnces on this jKjint. It will be difficult, in our opinion, 
to prevent such a surplus being frittered away on small schemes which 
wotild he of no lasting Wnefit. We consider that funds should only be 
raised for nation-building scbemes when the schemes are completed and 
the machinery for carrying them into execution has been properly 
worked out. 

My party have tabled an amendment to reduce the rate of tax from 
1-50 to 1 per cent. We consider, however, that for the reasons I have 
given, the Government have made out a case for U per cent, tax, and 
we do not therefore propose to move our amendment. We are, how- 
ever, opposed to any increase in the rate of tax which we consider is 
ample to meet the deficit as well us to meet any a<lditional expenditure 
on necessary and completed nation-building schemes and to give the 
province an adequate closing balance. If the Government can at a 
future date establish the necessity for an increase in the rate, then 
let them come forward and do so, and they will find that my party 
would be prepared to give the matter very careful consideration. More- 
over, we would suggest that the Government should be satisfied with 
the present rate of tux until they know with certainty the yield from 
this tax and gained experience in its administration. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion for consideration. 

Muiivi ABU HOiSAIN SARKARs Mr. Shaker, I suppoH the 
motion moved by Mr. Banerji and hence 1 submit, Sir, that I am under 



1941.J 


GOVEENMENT BILL. 


167 


the painful necessity for the second time to oppose this taxation measure 
of the Government which has been brought to the verge of bankruptcy 
by mishandling the financial resources. No doubt, it is a matter for great 
regret net to show sympathy towards a body like the Government of 
Bengal when it is embarrassed for want of money. But in this parti> 
cular case, Sir, neither any honourable member of this House nor any 
responsible gentleman outside will show any sympathy towards the 
present Government, because everybody knows that originally the 
financial position of Bengal was not so bad as it is at present. When 
power came over to the present ministry from the old Governmeul, 
near about a crore of rupees was at thin credit, but within this short 
period of four years this sum has been wasted and squandered. And 
not only that, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance without show- 
ing any remorse or any shame for that is going to present us a deficit 
budget and the funnie^it thing is that he laughs at his own ignorance. 
For want of knowledge of controlling expenditure, he has brought this 
province to the verge of ruin. Sir. mi far back as llldS I hinted that if 
this ministry were to enjoN their full term of office, the resull would be 
that more than half a dozen taxation measures would be imiiosed on the 
province, while the countr\sidc would suffer from want of mone^ as 
well as of food. And this assertion of mine, we can all now fcreset^, is 
going to prove true, I think, in the very near future. This hint, I 
submit, Sir, I made knowingly after having carefully considered the 
composition of the ministry which, as it stands, could not hut mis- 
handle the finance of any province. Some of the Ministers are too well 
known for their prodigality; they have squandered away their personal 
reaources and have now become disqualified proprietors of the court 
of wards; they have likewise squandered their ancestral resources if 
they had any. And now they have mishandled and squandered away 
the resources of this province 

The H0fl«ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y; May T rise on a point of 
personal explanation, SirJ^ I never had any ancestral nor any personal 
property, but whatever I may have had, I never squandered away my 
proi>erty. And I take responsibility for this taxation measure, and I 
think the honourable gentleman might refer his remarks upon me and 
not make any personal attacks on the other members of the ministry . 
I submit that such a personal attack upon other Ministers is out of 
order, and I request you to stop it. 

Mautvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I submit that the Hon^ble 
^ Minister should not forget that it was be himself who bad made per- 
sonal remarks and personal insinuations which led me to make some 
references. The Hon’ble Mr. Bubrawardy says that he did not 
squander away any paternal property he had inherited. That is good. 
So far as he is concerned, he will soon have his appropriate adjectives 
jrhen I shall speak about Him. 
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Now, Sir, I submit that the financial position of this province is 
v^ry bad, and 1 say it is due to mishandling by the present ministry, 
and particularly by the Minister for Finance. My point is that the 
gentlemen who had been prodigal in handling their own resources 
having had control over the public exchequer have brought the 
country’s finance to the verge of ruin in order to satisfy their insatiable 
desire to squander away whatever money they could lay their hands on. 
And this has been only made possible because of the fact that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy who may be termed an educated Bohemian 
has been placed in charge of the keys. Had it not been so, what is the 
justification for this ministry to bring forward this taxation measure? 
The Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy speaks of nation-building activities in 
asking for this money; but may I ask him what nation-building work 
they have done during the last four years? May I draw the attention 
of this House to the fact that the projects which loomed large at the 
very start of this ministry are still remaining untouched? One of the 
problems of which the country was in crying need of solution was the 
abolition of the zemindari system without paying compensation to the 
zemindars and establishing proprietary right to the land of the culti- 
vators. May I ask what this ministry has done so far in the matter? 
Another insistent demand was the reduction of the present high rents 
of the tenants. Did the ministry ever make any attempt to do anything 
towards that end ? The third thing which has been before the ministry 
from the very beginning of their coming into power was the introduc- 
tion of free and compulsory primary education without taxation. It 
is a matter, Sir, which is still remaining unfulfilled and even untouched. 
Then, Sir, there were other promises which the ministry made at the 
time of entering into and forming a coalition. One such promise was 
to stop the collection of rents by means of the certificate procedure. 
Sir, they have only suspended the certificate procedure, but they dare 
not bring forwanl a Bill for the abolition of this system. Again, Sir, 
there is the question of reducing the salaries of higlily paid officials of 
Government. The ministry has been showing their so-called activities 
in various directions, but may 1 ask what have they done with regard 
to the reduction of the cost of administration? Has anything been 
done in that direction? Rather, year after year, month after month, 
and day after day, the cost is going up higher and higher. Then, Sir, 
the public demand for the payment of the cost of village chaukidars 
and other establishments of that nature from the public exchequer has 
simply been unl^eeded to by the present ministry, and up till now not 
a farthing has been paid out of Ghovemment resources for thb purpose. 
So far as the question of free medical treatment of villagers and of 
supplying pure drinking water to them is concerned, Sir, the position 
now is just what it had been before the present ministry came into 
power. With regard to the question of re-excavation of dead and dying 
and silted-up rivers which has for years past been a crying need of the 



aOVERNMEKT BILL. 


m 


194L1 

pro'^ce and for which a law had been enacted by the previous Oovern- 
ment for establishing a permanent Board of Waterways to give effect 
to this important project, nothing whatsoever has been done by the 
present ministry since they came into oflSoe four years ago. And, 
finally, I bring the all-important question of jute to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister. This jute problem, Sir, has been mishandled by the 
ministry more than any other problem. No doubt, they have toured 
far into the villages, but the haphaeard way in which they have been 
dealing with the jute problem, the erroneous method they have adopted 
in the recording of jute figures, in a word, the ignorance which they 
have displayed in this matter has practically set the people to thinking 
that in the very near future a great famine may come upon us and sweep 
away a third of the people of the land like the terrible "Cltliiattorrer 
M anwantnr * 


Sir, these are some of the projects which the ministry on coming 
into office promised to fulfil, and while they have up till now done ab- 
solutely nothing, they have come forward with proposals for more 
money. And when we raised objections to his ta.xatiou measures, the 
Hoii’ble Minister has only be<?n good enough to make u speech, casting 
aspersions on us and saying that the oppositionists are opposing merely 
for opposition’s sake, and that they are neither patriots nor friends of 
the poor agriculturists. This reminds me, Sir, of a story in Jethrow 
Browne’s bmik called “Legislation” which runs thus: A Dalmatian 
rubber caught hold of a man, asketl money from him, and the latter 
tried to evade it somehow or other, Imi w'hen the robbers found out 
money from his pocket, the chieftain of the robbers cried out, “what 
liars these people are^” (Laughter.) This is the position taken up 
by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. He himself is playing the robber, 
and calling his victims unpatriotic. The men who are trying to save 
the poor people from bis clutches are termed unpatriotic, and what not! 
This is the way in which people who extort money from others behave 
before the public. They make a show as if they are doing everything 
for the good of the people. He has told us that he is not taxing the 
neceearies of the poor people, but 1 would draw his attention t^ some 
particular things. Take for example the hirt. Is it exempted? Is 
not biri consumed by the people and is it not one of their necessaries? 
Then what about match box? Wbat about mill-made cloths, and 
what about umbrellas? What about cheap shoes? Are not all these 
things going to be taxed? Then what about books? Is it not the duty 
of Goverument to help people to get tree education, cheap education? 
Is not the Hon’ble the Finance Minister by this taxation measure 
trying to tax even the Holy Quoran and the Hadis? (Cries of “Shame, 
•hame” from the Opposition Benches.) Is the Holy Bible going to be 
•exempted? Can he say that he is exempting even the (Hta and the 
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Bible and other religioua books P (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sithka- 
^ari)y: That is better — say (3ita and Bible! That will fall more pro- 
perly from your lips.) These are some instances of bis misdeeds and 
still shamelessly the Hon’ble the Finance Minister says that he is not 
taxing the pooV people? Then again he says that Government have 
made sufficient concessions. They have reduced the rate of taxation 
rand have done this and that. 

^ Now, Sir, I would draw the attention of every member of this House 
to amendment No. 203 proposed by Mr. Shahabuddin, one of the spokes- 
men of this Government. He proposes the reinstatement of the 2 per 
.cent, tax which the Select Committee reduced to 1 pice per rupee. I 
«ay — and 1 fear, Sir, — that once an amehdmisnt is proposed by 
Mr. Shahabuddin, Government is determined to get that through. 

Then, Sir, other things also should have been taken into considera- 
tion by Hon’ble the Finance Minister. If. Is a broad fact that the 
prices of all materials including foodstuffs have gone up due to war 
conditions, and this Ministry has voluntarily made it their duty to help 
the war efforts of the British Government. In the mufassul, 1 found 
that officers, especially executive officers from top to bottom, are 
running from door to door to collect war funds, and they are ccdlecting 
vast amounts of money from the agriculturists and this by the pressure 
of their presence. When on account of the war condition^ the British 
Government is appealing for funds even from the poorest of the poor, 
this Government, in order to overburden the population, is bringing 
forward a taxation measure of this kind, to bring greater ruination to 
the country. 

(At thiswaiage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After ndjournment.) 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 can 
well understand the Hon*ble Mr. Suhrawardy’s approach to the ques- 
tion that is now before us. He has indulged in untiqipatory raillery 
Against the would-be oppositionists who will not agree to his proposi- 
tion ; and in the art of vilification, he is a past master. No one can 
endeavour to beat him, and I assuredly am not one who is 
going to emulate him in that dirty art. But, Sir, apart from 
the abuses in which he has indulged, what are the arguments that 
he has advanced in support of his pipoposal for the consideration 
of the Sales TaSc Bill? Sir, no Government in the world would ask 
the Legislature to pass a taxation measure simply on trust. Every 
Government attempts to place before the' Legislature the relevant facts 
and figures and to convince the Legislature that without the proposed 
taxation, either administration would be impossible or necessary expen- 
^diture could not be met. But here what do we see? The Hon’ble 
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Mr. S|l«rawardy s first argument is that it is absolutely necessary in 
the interests of administration. But he has not been able to proTe 
by the facts and figures of liis revised and supplementary estimates its 
necessity at all. The honourable memln'r who is the liCader of the 
European Group has, however, come to his rescue. He fias been pleased 
to point out to the House tliat there is an estimated deficit of Rs. 107 
lakhs and that tlie Kuro])ean members of this House are now satisfied 
with the facts and figures, bare figures though they are, that have been 
put forward by the Government and that on basis of the revised esti- 
mates of the current year alone they can with a clean conscience vote 
for a taxation measure of such immense pro]M)rtion for all time to come. 
But, Sir, let us see \\jji^ do the revised estimates of the present year 
disi^Iospy Undouhtedly it i'^ true that there will he, a(‘cording to the 
revised estimates, a deficit of Rs. 107 lakhs. But how can one forget 
that much of the revised jt^tiinates of expenditure is of a non-recurring 
character!*' There will he" no large ami permanent addition to the 
budget at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Why? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are we going to be 
told that Rs. 00,00,000 — lioans and advances to the Provincial Co- 
operative Bai^k — which figures as the largest item in the Supplementary 
Demands, is going to be a ]>orrminont feature of the budget? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is outside the 
figure of Rs, 107 lakhs*^* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI* Admit it. So we have 
got to take off Rs. 00 lakhs from the supplementary demands. And on 
the Revenue Account much of the nnvouni of Rs. 107 lakhs, again, is 
not of a recurring character and will not be repeated or will be 
recovered. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS Sir, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am not going to 
give way to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If you want to mislead 
yourself, you can do so, but I only wanted to put you right. 

«r 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister 
has misled the House sufficiently, and I am going tor disabuse the House 
pf all his misstatiments. 
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TIm Hon’bla Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARIIYs You are arguing on a 
wrong premise. 

Rai HARENDI^ NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, my position is that 
much of the extra expenditure which is responsible for the deficit of 
Rs. 107 lakhs which appears in the revised estimates and much of the 
Supplementary Demands are of a non-recurring character. Those 
figures do not mean any large and permanent addition to the budget. 
Apart from Rs. 60 lakhs which represents loans and advances to the 
Provincial Co-operative Bank 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Rs. CO lakhs is not 
included i^i that Rs, 107 lakhs. 

T 

Rai HARENDRA' NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am coming to the 
deficit figure of 107 lakhs presently. Now Fim dealing with the Supple- 
mentary Budget. That is included in the budget' thougli not on the 
Revenue Account. Even taking the Revenue Account, R.^^. 55 lakhs we 
see is going to be spent on agriculture. Of this Rs. 55 lakhs, Rs. 30 
lakhs have been spent on jute purchases. Is tliat money not going to 
be recovered P 

The Hon*bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No 

(lauighter from the Congress Benches.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There is another big 
item of Rs. 13, or Rs. 14, or Rs. 15 lakhs for jecordiug of jute lands. 
Is that going to be another recurring feature? Surely not for many 
years; it may be for one year or two. You cannot say that it is going 
to be u pennauent feature. 

Then, take the item of police. Of Rs. 5,80,00U, as much us Rs. 3 
lakhs and more are for temporary police and w'ar purposes. That is the 
only explanation that is offered in the Supplementary Estimates. That 
is not going to be a p^pianent addition if the statement has to be 
believed. I, therefort^fubmit that so far as the revised estimate for the 
current year is oonoerned, it does not stand scrutiny, and it cannot be 
a substantial argument in favour of the imposition of a sales tax to 
the tune of Rs. 2 crores. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Ifijiister has asked us to believe 
that all these fig^s are not estimates, but actuals. What do we see? 
Even in the revised estimates we see that the total receipts on the 
Revenue Account will be Rs. 13,78 lakhs instead of the original estimate 
of Bs. 13,97 lakhs. What was the revised estimate regarding last 
year? Regarding the last year, at the budget time« the Government 
said that the total revenue receipts in 1939-40^ would be Rs. 14,02 lakhs. 
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Now we find from the actuals that the total amount of receipts for last 
year has been Ra. 14,31 lakhs, /.e.. instead of a deterioration an 
improvement to the extent of about Rs. lakhs so far as the actuals 
are concerned. Who can assure us that the position will not actually 
be better so far as 1940-41 is concerned, and th«t thefe will be no such 
improvement as in 1939-40? On closer examination of the revenue 
account, what do we see? Under the head “Oustoins” alone we are 
going to lose Rs. 4o lakhs as per revised estimate, but in spite of that 
we are going to have a deterioration on the whole of only Rs. 19 lakhs. 
Other sources have looked up and are looking up. Therefore, we can- 
not take Rs. 13,78 lakhs as the final figure of oiir total receipts in the 
current year. So far as the next year’s budget is conceriie<l, one does 
not know w’hat will be the deficit. All that the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister has told us is that extra expenditure this year will deplete the 
current year’s closing balance, and that it will be a great strain on 
that closing balance to m^t the coming vear’s deficit. That is simply 
a statement and a conjecture. That is no more than a guess and not 
at all substantiated by figures. It is just for that reason that 1 propose 
in my amendment that the Bill he referred to the Select (’ommittee, so 
that the Select Committee may peruse the ne.xt budget figures and after 
seeing the next budg’et figures come to their considered opinion as to 
whether the proposed sales tux is necessary or not (jr. if necessary, to 
what extent. 

Then again, Sir, the Hon ble Finance Minister evpects us to believe 
that the (loveriiment wouhl s|^»erid the new money in nation-buihling 
activities. But the oiil\ jiurpose <3 new taxation that was dischised 
in his financial statement last Februarv wa^ that he intended to impose 
new taxes simply t<f build up le-serves against post-war tlepres.sion. 
That was the only object that was stated in his Budget Speech, and 
now to catch the imagination of the House he is promising us a Bengal 
which will flow with milk and honey if this taxation measure be piiaaed. 
But w'ho does not know- that the (ioverrimeiit had a pretty large balance 
when they started to work? The Nienie,\er Award gave them at least 
Rs. 3 crores of extra revenue, but Imw did thCi (lovernment utilise those 
resources? I^et us see the achievement** of the first >ear of this (lovern- 
ment as described in the Report of the INiblic, Accounts Committei* on 
Appropriation Account.s f(»r the year 15137-38. I am quoting from a 
document that cannot be challenged by any section of this House as the 
report has been subscribed (o’-by representatives of all sections of the 
House and even by the then Finance Minister. In the/eport you will find 
these observations recorded by the coniiiiittee, viz. — “We notice some 
instances in which lump provisions included in the budget could not be 
utilised during the year. This was due to 4l«e absence of detailed 
schemes. In our opinion lump provisions shofild not be included in 
.the budget for schemes the details of which have not been fully woH^ed 
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out, altliough we realise that this may be unavoidable in very exceptional 
cases." Again they say, “We notice large savings under the heads 
Public Health, Medical and Intfustries." 

Th« Hon*ble Mr. H. 8UHRAWARDY; In 1938 39? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Wait, wait, let me 
finish 1937-38 first. The Committee continue “Effort should be made 
to utilise the budget provisions under such heads without sacrificing 
the efficiency." 

So, there was no dearth of mone> in 1938, there was dearth of 
schemes; and the persons who were responsible for dearth of schemes 
are now coming forward and accusing us of vacuity of our mind. Take, 
again, the particular head of “Irrigation." “Tinder Irrigation and 
Civil Works," ob.serve the Committee, “we come across several 
schemes which could not be fully carried out owing to delay in the 
preparation of detailed scheme.s and in respect of sanction, etc." 
lliis was, Sir, the first year’s achievement in nation-building. The 
financial record of the first year’s administration completely proves that 
no Government in this world came to their office with so vacuous a mind 
in respect of new schemes as the present Government of Bengal. 

Now, let us pass on to the report for 1938-39 — the Heport of the 
Public Accounts Coiiimittee 1 mean. This is the report that has been 
again subscribed to not only by representatives of all sections of the 
House, but even by the present Finance Minister who a minute ago 
wa.s so much unxiou.s to hear the fact.s about 1938-39, and, Sir, we 
come across these observations in the report — this report was pre.sented 
only the other day — “We observe an unusually large percentage of 
savings "Under heads Irrigation Agriculture 18-2, Industries 15T, 
Public Health 13-5. In our previous report we recommended that efforts 
should be made to utilise tlie budget provisifuis under such heads with- 
out sacrificing efficiem y. AVe repeat the recommendation that we made 
last year that money voted by the Legislature for nation-building activi- 
ties should be properly utilised iii future.” 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I liope you will kindly allow me to speak for at least five 
minutes more. 

Mr. SPEAKfR: Just try to finish your speech as early as possible. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: All right. Sir. 

This shows that eeoond year also there was no dearth of 

money, but there was again dearth of schemes, atid the budget provi- 
sions could not be sufficiently utilised because tha Government of 
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Bengftl co^d not produce any mature schemes ready for execution. 
And still Mr. Walker thinks that mature schemes ready for execution 
will be forthcoming^ as soon as the Sales Tax Bill is passed with the 
blessings of his group. 

Sir, T have one point more. My proposal i.s that we should recommit 
this Bill to the Select (’ommittee for two reasons -first of all, to 
ascertain whether any big taxation measure as tlie sales tax i** necessary 
or not, and sectmdly if additional funds are necessary, to what extent. 
I am not going to put forward the argument — il will be t(»o late in the 
day to argue indeed — that (rovernment cannot resort to sales tax. They 
have resorted to sales tax in other countries to balance the budget in 
emergencies. But the necessity for this taxation measure here and 
now must be proved, and unless that is proved, we are not going to 
take the Government, at least this Government, in trust. 


Mft FARHAD REZA CHOUDHURY: Sir, llie question be now 
put. 

(On Itai Harendra Nath (’haudburi eoncliiding bis speech, 
Mr. Niliareudu Dutla Mazumdar ro.sc on his feet, but Mr. Speaker 
called the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy for making his reply.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, may 1 have this 
opportunity to speak on this very important subject? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have given opportunities to all sections of the 
Hou.se to speak, but now that the clo.sure motion has been moved, my 
diflScully is that I cannot further continue the debate without putting 
that motion first. I think it is the duty of party members to arrange 
beforehand in consultation with their resfM'ctive wliijjs as to which of 
the party members would speak. If that is done and I am infonned 
beforehand, it would help me much. Moreover, when the closure 
motion has been put after ample opportunities have been given to all 
the parties, my difficulty is that I cannot unduly prolong the debate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the fact that 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdar belongs to a special constituency, it is but meet 
and proper that the section of the people whom he represents should 
be given an opportunity to express their view-point through him. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that view*, Mr. Duttlt jlazumdar, I am allow- 
ing you to speak, but 1 would request you to finish your speech in five 
minutes. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank Sir. 1 
•hall try my be«t to finish within the time that you haj^ been kind 
enough to allow me. f 

Sir, I rise to oppose the consideration of this Bil|>and, therefore, 
support the motion for recommittal. Sir, at this stage members of 
this House have got the report of the Select Committee. I find at a 
glance of the report that no less than five out of the nine members of 
the Select Committee have submitted minutes of dissent on points 
which are fundamentally basic objections to a measure of this kind. 
I understand that a sixth member has also submitted his minute of 
dissent. Now, Sir, I ask if out of a Select Committee of nine members 
six have come forward raising fundamental objections to this Bill, and 
raising points which are weighty and worthy of consideration, then is 
it not only reasonable and fair to ask that the Bill should be recom- 
mitted lo the same Select Committee for reconsideration? Sir, 
irrespective of parties and groups in thi.s House, ranging from the 
Oppt) 8 ition and the Coalition alike to tlie privileged European Party, 
all have for once, at least, sung a chorus of disapproval in respect of 
this measure on very fundamental points. This is a fact worth con- 
sidering. Here, Sir, I cannot help mentioning that with amazement 
I watched the lionourable the Leader of the European Party performing 
an amazing feat. In that wonderful and spectacular somersault which 
he has demonstrated before this House to-day, probably m part of his 
limhs suffered dislocation except his conscience which, naturally flexible 
as it is, he tried to fortify by a hesitantly WTitten speech, but read out 
very well with all the (pialities of eloquence and elocution and trying 
to put up arguments which would be poor consolation to anybody but 
himself uud probably the Hon’ble the Finance Minister wlio now stands 
80 much in need of sympathy, having, in liis vacuou.s state of mind, 
only given out howls and ^shrieks and screams in Ids all-round con- 
demnation of all who might dare to oppose. Probably be was too well 
aware of the weakness of Ids case and tried to make up for his deficiencies 
by being abusive in anticipation of his critics. He has only drawn the 
attention of this House, for once, let us say, with approval, to the point 
which has been raised by Sir Henry Birkmyre that there should be no 
such measure unless definitely completed and absolutely necessary 
schemes have been produced before the House. The Hon ’hie Minister 
has all the time tried to advance the plea of nation-building as warrant- 
ing this measure. What, after all, Sir, are the constituents of nation- 
building? If you bring in the plea of nation-building, you must build 
the nation economically, culturally and morally. For the work of 
nation-building there must be a comprehensive and well thoughtout 
plan. TV here is that plan? We understood, when months ago thia 
measure was first introduded, that the Hon’ble Finance Minister would 
come before the House with the report of the Select , Committee and a 
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schemt weft, formula ted. In formulatinjr that scheme he would take 
all sections ill this House into confidence. That scheme would be first 
put forward before he came up to the Hou.se. In.stead of coming 
forward with awum^nts of abuses he would actually try to convince 
this House by acmncing schemes which would justify additional expen- 
diture and taxatioli. Sir, here it is worthwhile noting that this 
Government which .started with a huge surplus failed, in the course of 
the last four years, even to spend a reasonable amount with a view to 
formulate a scheme of nation-huihliug. A Government which has 
consistently for the last four years neglected even formulating any 
scheme of nation-hnilding comes forward at this fag-end of the da\ in 
the name of nation-building with new taxation measures. Sir, we 
have seen how' (jovernment revcouics have been wasted time and again. 
It is time f(U- this House to pau^e and rai.se the (jjiestion — lUin this 
House take the responsibility of passing a measure of taxation of thia 
nature and placing huge sums at the disposal of this Government, 
particularly, at the disposal ot the Hon’hle Finame Minister, witliout 
any scheme whatsoever, on a mere w'ord of trust, on dreams oi nution- 
building, but in actual ]>racti(e to .see the money evaporating all the 
while in the wastes of idanlesMie>sy 


Sir, Mr. Walker, again and again, w'ith not insignificant emphasiB, 
pointed out that at the time of war it was nec’essary to have this taxa- 
tion, and he was satisfied that this measure is justified. Would it be 
out of place. Sir, to ask Mr. Walker: Was there a 7//1V/ pro c/mo arrange- 
ment between the Hon’ hie Finance Alinister and himself P How much 
did the Hon’ble Finance Minister promise him to advance by hook or 
by crook at a later date, springing a surprise on this House, for war 
purposes? Was there no backdoor arrangement of this kind? Would 
it he altogether out of place to ask that? Mr. Walker stated that 
India is at war. I think Mr. Walker would have done greater justice 
to truth if he had said that the Government of India, w'hich can 
please itself without any reference to the wishes of the Indian pefiple, 
is at w^ar. The Government of India is at war with the Indian people 
and with the enemy on tlie front. With the people in the rear and 
the enemy in the front, sandwiched between the two fronts of war, 
Mr. Walker comes forw^ard and supports the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
who comes forward in this House, on the plea of nation-huilding, for 
taxation measures and for further draining of the meagre resources 
of the people. Mr. Suhrawardy gave the example of a man buying 
about three pieces of cloth a year and asked why should he grumble if 
be has to pay another pice in a rui>ee. Sir, may I ask Mr. Suhrawardy, 
does be not'know that there are lakhs and lakhs of people in this country 
who can ill-aiford to buy even three pieces of cloth a year and for want 
of that cloth have to go naked, starving and hungry? When after this 
you come forward and say that he will have to pay ouly an additional 
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pice, it is nothing short of an example of the actions of the Dalmatian 
robber which my friend Mr. Sarkar so ably cited. I ask Mr. Suhrawardy 
to consider why did he not oome forward with a straightforward 
measure of taxation on luxury, straightforward measure of taxation on 
inheritance, to levy death duties on people who leive huge assets? 
Why does he not come forward with a measure of taxation of export of 
capital? Why does he not calculate and take into account the huge 
assets with which the foreign traders from this country go back to 
Iheir own lands after having amassed huge fortunes? If he had done 
that, it would have left us some resources for nation-building work. 
Jjet Mr. Suhrawardy come forward with a measure of this kind, and he 
will get the whole House as his ally instead of seeking his much harass- 
ed friend, the Leader of the European (Iroup, sandwiched between the 
bombardments of the (iennans on the one side and the menace of the 
Russians on the other. Let the members of the Euro]>ean Group save 
themselves first before they give their support to this Bill of taxation 
on pretext of building our nation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I feel that T cannot 
accept the bait which has been offered by Mr. Niharendu Diitta Maznm- 
dar. I do not think tliat whatever service I may render to the people, 
whatever good I may have done to the people of this province, I shall 
ever get his support, and I must be content to do without it. 

Sir, before I reply to the points which have been raised in the 
course of the speeches, 1 must express my regret to those members of 
the Opposition — I believe they were in the Opposition — who interrupt- 
ed me in the course of my first speech and whom 1 addressed as possess- 
ing vacuous minds. I am Horr\ that the provocation which they offered 
me led me to make that remark. 'Ibis is all that I can say. I directed 
my remarks to those only wdio interrupted me, and 1 hope that the 
members of the Opposition will not invite that remark again by iiiterrup- 
iug me. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The members of the Opjmsition 
treated that remark with contempt. 


Th« Hon’bU Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose is intermpjting me. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
abould not forget what be did when Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri waa 
speaking. 
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Tfct Hon'bl* Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose is again interrupting me. As I said. Sir, I offer my regret to 
those honourable members. If that remark has stung them to that 
extent, I am very sorry. 

Sir, it has been stated by the honourable jfentlemen opjuisite that 
under the Niemeyer Award we had three orores of rupees at our disposal. 
I pointed out on the last occasion and T rejieut that after checking? the 
figures very carefully and after rechecking budget after budget we 
have ascertained that the snle sum of money available to this llovern- 
ment as a recurring expenditure was Hs. fio lakhs per year afol no more — 
not Ks. ft (*rores; and the sooner niy frituids opjiosite disabuse them- 
selves of the notion that we hud an enornnnis .sum of money to spend, 
the more informed will be tlie crith-isin that the\ will be aide to level 
against Government, Out of these tio lakhs, I have pointeil out that 
nearly every farthing has been spent on nation-building departments. 
The hiducation Department alone is responsible for Hs. do lakhs, th© 
Debt Conciliation Hoards for Hs. T2 lakhs; the Public Health and 
Medical and various other departments being resjionsible for the 
balance. Therefore, I do not think that we have been guilty of great 
extravagance, and that we have been spending our money in an un- 
pardonable manner. 

Sir, 1 join issue with Mr. Sa.sanka Sekhar Sanyal when he says that 
this tux i.s a most hated and flreuded thing. It is nothing of the kind. 
It all depends on how iii\ friends misrepresent the tax to the people. I 
have also addre-iscd vast crowds, possibly vaster crowd.s than has fallen 
to the lot of inv friend Mr. Sanyal to atidress, and to tloMri 1 hav© 
explained the meaning of this tax, and I have warned them also of the 
fact tliut they will have to pay the tax. I have also given them th© 
assurance which I gave this aftoriiooii, tliat this money will he spent 
on nation-huilding (b*|)^^I'tmeIlt.^ and there are schemes available ami 
that it is no u.se referring to the puhlie accounts of 19dH-dfl and 19d9-40; 
and everywhere this tax has received th© sujiport of the audience. 
One being major sclieme, namely, primary e<lucation, is ready. Nf)hody 
can deny that it i.s not rea<ly. Nohodv can deny, too, that if it is to b© 
put into operation in all the districts it will cost us Hs. 1 ,d7,t)0,0(Kl 
recurring. To turn rouml now and say that no scheme is ready and 
that this money cannot he st>eiit is n(»t correct. There are many 
schemes which we could have proceeded with, but we did not do so, 
because we did not know' wdiere the money was to come from. Take 
the tuberculosis scheme which we are considering. Hig central insti- 
tutions with training facilities in the five divisions, iuWrculosis 
hospitals atid aftercare institutions in the various places — all these 
require money. It is no use taking up a scheme pf that nature unless 
we know that the money is forthcoming. Even now when there is 
such great pressure for money, it is being opposed by a section of th© 
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fiouae wto, if I may repeat, have little riglit to call themaelves friends 
of tke people. They tell us * ‘where is the water-supply /give us water- 
eiipply/* “Give us free and coiipulsory primary education^ says one 
honourable member. Does he now know that free and compulsory 
primary education cannot be had unless we have Rs. 3 orores recurring, 
and no Government in Bengal has ever had Rs. 3 crores recurring to 
spend on primary education. What is the use of talking about these 
things without providing us with the money to spend on them? Surely 
they are not friends of the poor people if they turn down this taxation 
measure which is absolutely essential if we are to carry on. It is said 
that I should be ashamed of the deficit with which the budget is faced. 
We are not ashamed of it — rather we are proud of it because this deficit 
shows that we are constantly thinking out newer and fresher schemes 
for the benefit of the province, and constantly developing our nation- 
building activities. This deficit is exactly what the financiers opposite 
required as a prerequisite — they say, first have a deficit and then come 
up for taxation. I have said that the deficit which we have at the 
present moment is a deficit which we have incurred on nation -building 
departments. So why should we be ashamed of it ? I will prove to 
the hilt when I place the budget before you that our new expenditure 
is almost completely due to the nation-building departments (Cries of 
“Question, question” from Opposition Benches.) and I hope at that 
moment the honourable members opposite will feel ashamed of them- 
selves. 

Again, Sir, we have been told that we .Hho\ild retrench. Sir, we 
have retrenched as much as possible; as I have pointed out over and 
over again, the late Government retrenched to the last bone, and I 
am still re-examining further avenues of retrencliment. You cannot 
retrench in a day, nor can you put forward .schemes which will enable 
us to save any money commensurate with our requirements. My 
friends there are now saying that Ministers and members should also 
have their emoluments retrenched. Now, this is the first time that the 
honourable members associate tbemselve.s with the Ministers. But I 
maintain — though 1 wdll consider this question — that the members of 
ibis House well deserve the emoluments which have been allotted to 
them. I know of many members wdio have devoted themselves honestly 
and sincerely to the service of the country, and I know' of many 
Ministers w*ho have done the same thing (Mr, A«u Hos.sain Sarkab: 
You are oiling your own machine!) and who have possibly disdained 
better prospects. than is afforded by being a Minister with such an 
opposition in this House. But the question may be considered 
if my friends are unanimous upon this point. 

Sir, Mr. Jalan is continuously harping on the deficiencies of a 
general sales tax bill. Hia criticisms have not been convincing, 
because he is still under the delusion that this is a general sales tax. 
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He rHl insist on calling this a general imles tax. He will quote 
remarks levelled against a general sales tax. This is not a general sales 
tax. It is a one-point tax on turnover with certain exemptions. This 
is not a general sales tax, I rei)eat, and my friends who have studied 
this question will find ample material to differentiate this tax fn>m what 
is known as a general sales tax. He has (pioted certain statements. 
He has quoted the ex-Finaiioe Minister, my honourable friend Mr. 
Nalini Ranjan Barker. My friend Mr. Nalini Hanjan Barker has 
admitted on the floor of the Hou.se that he himself, while he was in 
office, initiated this measure, at any rate the consideration of some 
form of sales tax. He was probably thinking of a general sales tax. 
1 have given him a sales tax which is much better and yet Mr. Barker, 
vhen out of office, makes a statement which I think, will have to be 
taken with a grain of salt. T would like to see what statement Mr. 
Barker would have made had he spon.Hored this Finance Bill and placed 
it before the House. 

Sir, I am grateful for the speech of Mr. Walker: in particular I am 
grateful for the opinion of his party, that they never meant to suggest 
that nation-building work must be suspended during the progress of 
the war. On the last occasion when I heard a speech from that section 
of the House, I had occasion to remark that it sounded very mncli like 
an expression of opinion that as long as the war lasted nation-building 
work should be suspended. I am glad to be able to retract that opinion 
now, and I hope that in our eflorts to improve nation-building services, 
Mr. Walker and his group will support us in the fullest measure. 
(Mr. StiRKNDRA Nath Bi.swas: What is the reply t<) Sir Henry 
Birkinyre?) As I have said before, I do not quite agree with the 
opinion that Government should ntit liave a big surplus or a big closing 
balance. Unfortunately the financial jxmition of this Government is 
buch that we are not likely to have a large surplus; but I wd.sh that I 
bad a large surplus, because I am coiifideiit myself that even if we bad 
a large surplus we shall be able to control our purse satisfactorily. If 
I w^as not so confident, 1 would have agreed that a large surplus was 
dangerous. But, Sir, I am not afraid of it. On the other hand, it 
gives encouragement to us to go in for larger measures of nation- 
building and, as I said on the last occasion, to d(» things in a big way 
and not to tinker with small projects. Small surpluses do not give 
that encouragement to those who are anxious to do something for the 
.people and to conceive things in a big way. It has its psychological 
effects of depression. 

I think, Sir, I have met all the points that have been raised by the 
honourable ‘members. Before I sit down I wdll request them to 
conaider the realities of the situation. I do not admit that we have 
mishai^dled our resources. But the fact remains that there is a big 
deficit thik year which has made it necessary for us to draw so much on 



172 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[6th Feb., 


the closing balance that what is left of the closing balance will not be 
sufficient to meet the deficit next year, and this taxation is absolutely 
imperative. We have on this Occasion not merely to meet a recurring 
deficit which Mr. Walker has calculated at Rs. 54 lakhs, but to which 
I may add another 25 lakhs totalling Rs. 78/79 lakhs, because up till 
now the jute tax has not been placed before the House. We have not 
only to meet this deficit, but we have this year added considerable 
sums ot money to the various nation-building services, and I hope the 
House will be satisfied wlien the budget will be placed before if. This 
means that our deficit will be much more considerable than will appear 
merely on a consideration of Ihis year’s deficit. The ball must be kept 
rolling. Year after year more and more money must be spent on 
nat ion-building departments if we have to progress. If this year there 
is a deficit of Rs. 78 lakhs, you ma> rest assured that there will be 
considerably more next year, and you have got to take it not merely 
on trust but the necessities of the situation must compel you to accept 
this as a statement of fact. Every year any Government, if they 
propose to remain in power, must go on adding to the nation-building 
departments, and in that view, Sir, J hope I shall have the support of 
all sections of the House in the consideration of this Rill. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the Bengal B^inance (Sales Tax) 
Bill, 1941, be recommitted to the same Select (’ommittee with instruc- 
tions to submit their report and that the quorum of the Select rommiltee 
be fixed at five, was then put and a division taken, with the following 
result : — 


AYES— 54. 


AMm WahM Mi«ivl. 

AN Httialn tarkir, Maaivl. 

ANI Fill, Mr. Mtf. 

AkiaN Kkan, Mr. lyak. 
AttMttNia AkMttf, Mr. 

•••arji, Mr. p. 

■•Mrji, Mr. latya Priya. 

•araiaa, taka Shyamt Prtaatf. 
■ait, Mr. laaloth Kaaiar. 
•hawMtk, or. OoMntfa Okaakra. 
•Iiarai, Hr. laraMra Natk. 

•aaa, Mr. karat OkaMra. 
•kakrakaHy, Mr.JatiNra Natk. 
•kaaaart, Nal Naraaira Natk. 
Oaa Oapta, Oaka Kkaftaara Natk. 
Oalal, Mr. Nartakra Natk. 

OaMa Qapta, Mtai Mira. 

Oatta Maaaiakaf, Mr. Mkartaka. 
iMiatfai Hafat. Kaal. 

•kaaa. Mr. Atal Krlakka. 

•apta, Mr. N|tak kkaaira. 

•ipta, Mr. 4. N. 

Naiaa AH MawNiry, Hr. kyai. 
4alaa, Mr. I. o. 

Nmk AH HaJaaiNr, Haatvi. 
RkaNaa, Mr. oaM Praaai. 

Hkaa, Mr. D akiaira UH. 


Kvaiar. Mr. Atal Okaatfra. 

KbbN, Mr. Nifkitka Hatk. 

Malira, Mr. kartaara Mokan. 
Majaaikar, Mrt. Ntiaaprtva. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ckaakra. 

Maakai, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. ktf takra Natk. 

Maakal, Hr. Kriakaa Praaak. 
Maatranaiaa liiaiaakakl, Maaiaaa Hk. 
MakNI Haaala, Mr. 

Maktrlta, Mr. Tarakaatk, M.t.E. 
Matlick. criiat Aikatatk. 

Naakar, Hr. Haai Okaakra. 

Raiaiiakkia Akaitk. Mr. 

Nay, Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Nay, Mr. Klraa kaakar. 

Nay, Hr. Ktakarl PaH. 

Nay, Mr. Haaaiatka Natk. 

•aayal, Mr. kaiaaka kakkar. 
laa, Hr. Atal Okaakra. 
taa, Nai Bakakar iagnk Okaakra. 
•aa-Oapta, Mrt. RaMt. 
kkakakaH, Hr. 

•Naaakkia Akaiak, Hr. H. 
klatka, laN Rsktlra Ralk. 

Ilaka, trlfal HaaMra NNtaa. 

WaHwr NakaMM, M aaP ri . 
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AM«I Hakift Vtkraaiparit Ma«M M. 
am Hum, Mr. A. M. 
am hum Skaa, Maahrl. 

AMM M«|M. Mtalvl. 

AM«t Wthta KIMN, Mr. 

AMta-AI MthaiMi, Mr. 

AMar Rafenaa, Khaa RaluMar A. F. M. 

AMar RaaehM Makaiaai, Mr. 

AMar RaflMta, Maahrl Ma. 

AMar Raat, Kiaa Raluiaar Maalvl 1. 

AMar Raaf, KRaa RahMar Ihah. 

AMar Raasak, Maalvl. 

AMai tluihaai. Maahrl Ma. 

Akal Nataiai, Maalvl. 

AMI QaaMai, Maalvl. 

Attak AH. Mr. 

Akaiva Nauia, Mr. 

Altaiaaaia AhaiM. Khaa Rahaavr Maalvl. 
AailaaHah. Khaa hahlh Maalvl. 

Aailr All Mia. Maalvl Ma. 

Aihratall, Mr. M. 

AalM Mavaala Khaa, Khaa Rahaaar Maalvl. 
Aibar All, Maalvl. 

Raaraaaaja. Mr. tyaa. 

•hrkaifra. Hr Haary iart. 
ehiHMiaali, Mr. 4, W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat. Mr. Aaahal Ohaaara. 

Daa, Rai lahih KIrH Rhaaaa. 

Rarhaa Raaa Ohawahary, Mr. M. 

Farhat Raaa Khaaaai, Rafaai. 

Fallal Qaaair, Khaa Rahaiar Maalvl. 

Faalar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Oawa). 

Rtaaaiag, Mr. 0. 

RrHHthi. Mr. 0. 

Ryataaaia Ahaita Ohaaahary, Alhaaj. 
HaMhaHah. Ih« Haa'hto Naarah RahMar K., af 
Dacca. 

MatsaMla Chaahbary. Maahrl. 

MaaMaMla AbaMi. Khaa lahih. 
Nacaaaauaiaa, Maalvl Ml. 

NacMai All Khaa. Khaa RahMar Maalvl. 
HaMaa ManhM. Mrc.. M.R.K. 

NMiaially laaalar. Khaa lahih Maalvl. 
Naarkiafc, Mr. R. I. 

HayaraM, Mr. Ragarv. 


HlrlMl. Mr. M. A. F. 

lasiaiaMla AhaMi, Khaa lahih Maalvl. 
KabkaMla Khaa. Khaa RahMar Maalvl. 
Kaacai Ail Mlrta, lahlhaaia Kaaraa Mh lyM. 
KtaaMy, Mr. I. R. 

McRrcgar, Mr. R. R. 

Mafairt, Mr. L. T. 

Maa«al. Mr. Jagat Ohaaira. 

MaairMlla Akhaag. Maalvl. 

MMtc. Mr. e. W. 

Margaa, Mr. R.. O.I.I. 

MaHcai All Mallah, Maahrl. M. 

MahaaiaMi Atnl. Khaa RahaRar Maalvl lyM. 
Mvhaaiaial lirali, Maalvl. 

Mahaaiaiaa IlMigac, Khaa RahMar Dr. lyM. 
Mahaiaiaatf lalaiaiaa, Khaa lahih Maalvl. 
Macharraff Hccaala, the Naa'Mc Naarah, Khaa 
Rahatfar. 

MactagawMl Hagac, Mr. lyM. 

Naaaratlah, Naarahtaia K. 

NailaiaMla, the Haa*hle Khvaja Hr, K.I.I.I. 
Nartea. Mr. N. R. 

Ralkat, the Naa'Me Mr. Fraeaaaa Deh. 

Raiaar Rahaiaa Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

IMaraMia AhaiM, Mr. 
lairMHa Ahiaal. HaJI. 
laNha-Alaia, Mr. lyM. 
laaaaHah, AhHai) Maalaaa Dr. 
larkar, Raha MMhaiMaa. 
laccaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Iara|af Iclaai, Mr. 

I IhahahaMla, Mr. Kharala, e.R.1. 

I Haclalr, Mr. 4. F. 

Ilriar. Raha Utte Maala. 

IraMh, Mr. H. Rrahaat 
Itavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
lahrawarly, tha Haa^Ma Mr. N. I. 

IfWar, Mr. 1. N. 

TaialiaMla Khaa. tha Naa*Ma Mr. 

Talal AhaiM RhaMhary, Maatvi Ha|l. 

Waikar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wbitabaal, Mr. R. R. 

Yaaial MIrza. 

Yaaaf All lhaaihary, Mr. 

Zahar AhaiM RhaMhary, Maahrl. 


The Aves being 54 and the Noes 90, the motion was lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. 11. S. Suhrawunly that the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, as rejMirted by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoummtfit 

The House was adjourned at 7-5 p.m. till 4-45 p.in. on Monday, the 
lOth February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



( IOth Pbb.^ 

Proceedings of the Bengal# Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assemhlv House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 10th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.ni. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mihammad Azizul Haque, c.i.b., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 184 Members. 


Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, the House must be grieved 
to learn the sudden death of Mr. Surendra Mohan Moitra who repre- 
sented the North Bengal Municipal (General) constituency. He was a 
member of this House from the beginning of the new Constitution, and 
his manner and temperament were such that won the heart and admira- 
tion of all. I am sure it is the desire of the House that the deepest 
condolence on our behalf should be conveyed to the bereaved family and 
I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will kindly rise in your seats in order 
to express your sense of condolence. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

Following the established convention when a sitting member dies 
while the House is in session, I feel we should adjourn the House 
to-day. 


Adjournment 

The House was adjourned at 4-47 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
11th February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProcMdingt oi the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act^ 1935. 

The AssEMiiLY met in the Assembly .Houne, Culcultii, on Tuesday^ 
the 11th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoii’ble Sir Miiiammad Azizi’l •fUylK, C.I.K.. 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 294 members. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I have just been informed by the Ilondde Chief 
Minist/er that there are certain matters which they are consideriiiff in 
connection with ilie Sales Tax Bill and tlwit he and others would be 
here in almut 15 minutes’ time. In the ordinary course, I would not 
have accommodated him, but in view of the special nature of the dis- 
cuesions on the Bill pendin^r before the House, I think it would pro- 
bably be better to adjourn the House for 15 or 20 minutes to them 
a chance to come to an a^^reement. 

. Mr. HIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I hope that there 
would he no curtailment of the time available for putting supple- 
mentary (juestions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Cnder the rule*., the time allotted for (jueHtions. 
is one hour. 

(The House was then adjourned fiir 20 minutes.) 

(After adjournment . ) 


STARiUX> QUESTIONS 

(to which oral uuwm were given) 

Rwmim roMhitt of Covomment amt axpenditiira iaourrod undor now 

whomos. 

*87. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURi: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the actuals of revenue receipts during — 

(0 1939-40, 

(it) the* first nine months of 1940-41, and 
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the revised estimates of receipts for the whole financial 
year 1940-41 un^r the following heads of revenue: — 

(1) Customs, 

(2) Income-tax, 

63) Land Revenue. 

(4) Excise. 

(5) Stamps, 

(6) Forest, 

(7) Other taxes and duties, 

(8) Industries, and 

(9) Miscellaneous; 

(h) the now schemes undertaken hy the Government since 1938; 
and 

(c) the actual expenditure incurred in pursuance thereof during 
1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) (t) Rs. 14,31,66,518 and 
<u) Rs. 7,60,14,689. 

(m) Tlie revised estimates are — 



Rs. 

(1) Customs 

... 1,75,00,000 

(2) Income-tax 

78,00,000 

(3) TiUnd Revenue 

... 3,61,50,000 

(4) Excise 

... 1,75,00,000 

(5) Stam])8 

... 2,55,00,000 

(6) Forest 

24,88,000 

(7) Other taxes and duties 

... 50,87,000 

(8) Industries 

... 22,03,000 

(9) Miscellaneous 

20,40,000 


(h) The honourable member is referred to the Red Book for 1938-39, 
1939-40 and 1940-41 for a list of the new schemes undertaken by 
Government since 1938. 

(e) The information is not readily available and will take time to 
collect. 
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Delimitation of oonstituanoias of Noekhali Distriet BomiL 

•5^ Mfi 8YED ABDUL MAJID* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in chnrge of the Public Health and Local Self-Oovernment Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when the term of the present Noakhali District Board will 
expire ; 

(it) when the next general election of the District Board is due to 
take place; and 

(/it) whether the delimitation of the various conslituencies under 
the Board has been settled? 

(b) If the rejdy to (a) is in the negative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of steps, if any, taken by Government to 
settle the delimitation of constituencies? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibuliah Bahadur, of Dacca): (//) (/) The fi\e-yeiar term of office of 
the pre.sent members of the Distiict Hoaid will expire on the 17th July, 
1941. 

(it) Before the ex}iiratu)n of the term of the present Board. 

(i/V) No. 

(h) The proposal for the delimitation of constituencies of the 
Noakhali District Board, submitted by the local officers, was found to 
be unsatisfactory in certain essential particularK and it was, therefore, 
returned to them for necessary modifications. The revised proposal is 
expected to be submitted to Government shortly. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: In answer to question (h) the Hon'ble 
Miniater has stated tliat “the proposal for the delimiUition of fxinsti- 
tuencies of the Noakhali District Board submitted by the local ofBoers 
was found to be unsatisfactory in certain essential particulars.*' 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are those essential 
particulars P 

The Hon’ble Nonrab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oiooa: 

It was found when the proposal for delimitation of consti- 
tuencies was sent up that in certain dcuble-seat constituencies the 
number of population was less than tboee of single>seat constituencies 
and it was sent back. How can the number of population in double- 
seat constituencies *be less than those in single-seat constituencies f 
13 
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Dividtiiii gnintMl by oirtain jute millt in Bangal anA aait a ap ow dii^ 
prioaa of Juta OMitivatora of Bengal. 

*M. Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the AgHculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether certain jute mills in Bengal made large profits 
and declared dividends to the extent of as much as 30 per cent, per 
annum for the half-year ending with the 30th September, 3940. 

(b) Whether during the corresponding period the cultivators of 
Bengal got^ery low price for their juteP 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) It is quite 
possible that some jute mills made large profits during the period 
mentioned. I have no special knowledge of the dividends paid but 
from such journals as Indian Finnnce and Capital, I can find no ca.se of 
a dividend as high as 30 per cent, for the period in question. 

{h) It cannot be said that throughout the corresponding period the 
level of raw jute prices was satisfactory but considering all factors 
including the large supply and the curtailed demand, there is little 
doubt that prices would have been very much lower but for the measures 
taken by Government to maintain them. 

Mrs SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In view of the fact that the 
jute mills made large profits, though not amounting to a huge sum, 
will tlie Hou’ble Minister be pleased to ^tate what were the reavsons for 
Government acceding to the reduction of jute price in July as per 
agreement with the jute mills 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What exactly is your (|Up.stioii? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA81 My question is this. I take 
it that some large profits w-ere made by jute mills. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you put your question on the statement: “It 
is quite jwssible that some jute mills made large profits”? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER! On that you cannot put a supplementary 
question. 

Hr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is aware that jute mills made 
bigger profits during the period in question than what they made 
during the last two or three previous years? 
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lilt Hofllit Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: That mw not the 

queatioa put, and I have not collected the comparative figures. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government ore informed that jute mU'la 
made good profits during the last half-year ending 30 th September? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wliat .steps Government took to ascertain 
the amounts of profits that different jute mills made and the dividends 
that they declared y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have mentioned that. 
I have referred to the Indian Finance and (^tpitaJ. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon hie Minint^rNi 
answer is — ^‘It is quite pos.sible that some jut« mills made lar/iiife profits 
durinif the period mentioned.” Did the Hon’ble Minister try to 
ascertain from the jute mill companies themselves the figures of the 
profits they made and the dividends they paid? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was not neces- 
sary. There was no reason to .suspect the figures given in the Indian 
Finance and Capital . I would like to state that it is extremely diffi- 
cult to find out from the new'.H reports what exactly their profit whs. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to .state, since this question was tabled, whether 
Government thought it necessary to a.scerUiin the facts directly fn»m 
the Ivahnice sheets and the records of the mill companies instead of 
t.r>’ing to carry on the guess-work from the Indian Finance, Capital and 
other journals? 

Tlw Hofl’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was not considered 
necessary. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 

pleased to state what were the amounts of profit thot he could find 
stated in tlje Indian Finance and Capital which he referred to? 

The Hoifblt Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: The amount was below 
SO per cent. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister please give us the precise dates of publication of the Indian 
Finance and Ca/pital which he his referred to? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has answered that from such journals as the Indian Finance 
and Capital we will find that certain things had happened. My 
question is, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the dates of 
the issues of these journals in which he found that there was no case 
of a dividend as high as 30 per cent, during the period in question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you will only turn over the p^vges of these two 
journals, you will find the figures. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has referred to certain documents and the House is entitled 
to know' w'hiit specific documents he means. 

Mr. SPEAKER: S<»iiiethtng must left to tlie members also to 
find out, (Taughtef. ) 


High price for Jute. 

m Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state wdiat steps Government contemplate to take to ensure a suffi- 
ciently Ingh |)ri(‘e for jute next year in view of the regulation this 
year? 

The Hon’bic Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The regulation of the 
crop to he sown in 1941 is in itself the principal step that Government 
are taking to maintain the price of jute at a fair level. What other 
steps may la* nece.ssarv or desirable will depend almost entirely on tha 
course of events during the next (> months or su which cannot now be 
foreseen. (Jovernment will take appropriate action as and when 
required. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’bk Miniater 
be pleased to stMe whether, in view of the heavy surplus of jute which 
has to be C4irried over beyond the consumption of this year, Govern- 
ment have oonaidere<} that although mere regulation of crop may raise 
the price, something else has got to be done 

Mr. SPEAKER : Tliat is not a question but an alignment. 
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MlW SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALi Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plensed to state whether in order to have better price for jute 
anything else has been done by Oovernment than mere regulation of 
jute crop P 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think, Sir. whatever 
Government has done is well known to the geneml public. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: May we knou wl«t is that? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will (he Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government nre poinp: to accept the recom- 
mendations of the Benjral Jut^ Knquiry Committee after they have 
done with the reppiilation sclieme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, that is an omnibus 
question. The Bengal Jute .Enquiry Committee has made various 
recommendations, and those «ec(immendations" cannot all be accepted. 
But those recommendations have been examined, ^nnd, where accept- 
able, have been accepted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, with regard to the 
Hon’ble Minister’s answer tiuit wluit ftovernment have <lone is knotvn 
to the public, we want to know what is that action which the Govern- 
ment have taken ; but tlie Government have simply been evading the 
question. 


Allegation against District Board of Barisal. 

*81. Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
tn charge of the Public Health and lAX'al Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that allegation of mal-administration and 

favouritism are being made by (he local people for the last 
two years against the District Board f»f Barisal, to the 
District Magistrate and other authorities; 

(б) whether any enquiry was made about those allegations; 

(c) if so, whether any one of those allegations was found true ; and 

(d) what steps, if any, have been taken in the matter? 
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(#) Ceriaia aHegationa of the nature mentioned by the honourable mem* 
bar are reported to have been made to the District Magistrate. 

(6) and (c) The District Magistrate has held enquiries into these 
allegations excepting one the subject-matter of which is still under the 
consideration of the District Board, and he has come to the conclusion 
that the allegations are without substance and do not call for any action. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (6) 
and (c), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what is the sub- 
jeet-matter which is stiD under consideration? 

Tha Hoii*Ma Naw«b Kliwa)a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

I mean, certain applications were made and No. (4) is the subject- 
matter. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: What is the matter under 
ooniideration still now? I do not want tlie imraWr of the subject- 
matter. 

The Hofi’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It was alleged that a certain gentleman by the name of Nazim Ali had 
secured the post of Secretary of the District Board because he acted 
as election agent of the Chairman of the District Board. 

Oompulsory regulation of Jute in neighbouring luto-growing provinoee 

and 8tatee. 

*88. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) WUl the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he 
pleased to state what steps are proposetl to he taken by the Qovern- 
xnent to make regulation of jute oompulsory in the neighbouring jute* 
growing provinces and States in the next year ? 

(b) What action, if any. Government contemplate taking to prevent 
unusual import of jute from Assam next year to check slump in the 
jute price in Bengal? 

Tho Hon*blO Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) It is not within the 
power of this Government to make regulation of jute compulsory in 
any province other than Bengal. But as an integral part of the Jute 
Policy of this Government every effort is being made to persuade other 
jute-growing provinces to effect restriction or prevent over-production 
in accordance with the circumstances prevailing in Bioee provinces. 
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(h) No unusual import of jute from Assam is apprehendad next year 
but, in any event, this Oovemment have no powers to prohibit the 
import of jute into Bengal from any other province. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal did 
make any attempt or send any representation to the Government of 
India for introducing a system of compulsory regulation of jute crops 
in provinces other than Bengal? 


Mr. 8PEAKER. But jute regulation in the other provinces is a 
matter wholly beyond the jurisdiction of the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the fact that the Gov- 
ernment of lleugal have no power to compel restriction of jute culti- 
vation in other provinces, Government sought the aid of the Govern- 
ment of India to devise ways and means to enlist the oo^)peration of 
the other provinces to effect restriction? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not disallowing your question, but do you 
mean that the interfei’ence of the Government of India in a matter 
within the jurisdiction of a Provincial Government is desirable? 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. But I think 

I otin ask whether the Government of Bengal has wjughl the 
assistance of the Government of India to secure the oo-operation of 
the different provinces concerned with a view to devising ways and 
means for a uniform restriction in all the jute-growing provinces in 
the neighbourhood of Bengal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the proper way in which you could have 
asked the question would have been whether the Government of 
Bengal took any steps for getting the co-operation of the jute-growing 
provinces in the matter of jute regulation. I hope honourable 
members will realise that certain power has been given to the promcea 
in regard to their internal administration. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR! Yes, Sir. I want to 
know that. 

Tfm Moii’lilt Mr. TAMIZUBOlil MflAll! The anewer is m the 

affirmative. 
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Mr. tAMNKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In view of answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government are 
considering the desirability of promulgating provincial laws by which 
the importing of jute into Bengal from the other provinces may be 
prohibited or restricted? 

The Hcm’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 do not think we 
have got that power. 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stiite as to whether as a result of the representations made by the 
Government of Bengal to the provinces of Bihar and Assam, those 
Governments have taken any steps wliatsoever to restrict their produc- 
tion? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Governments of 
Bihar and Assam have given us the asmminre that so far as the 
coming crop is concerned, they will not iiKsrease the area. This 
applies more to Bihar than to Assam. So far as Bihar is concerned, 
there is hardly any room for expansion, and the Government of Bengal 
more or less agree with them. But there is room for expansion in 
Assam, and the As.stfim Government are not in a jmsition to regulate 
their crops as they have not yet prepared the preliminary record. 
Assam has agre^nl, however, that they will try to reduce their acreage 
as far as practicable by voluntary propaganda and then later on wdien 
they have prej)iired a record, lhe\ may regulate to the .same extent as 
Bengal. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May I suhmit one thing, Sir? 
In the question we find “jute-growing provinces and States in the 
next year,” hut the Ilon’hle Minister has not given any answ^er as to 
what Government have done in respect of the State.s — I mean Gooch 
Behar and Tipperu. lie has answered about provinces, but what about 
States ? 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, these are very 
smal^ 'States, and any increiise of production in those small States 
oanmot affect the entire yield of (;rop to ony appreciable extent. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state' what percentage of jute is produced in Cooch Behar 
and TipperaP 

TliO Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want notice, and 
I may refer my honourable friend to the final jute forecast. 
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Mf|i NIHARENDU UVTA MAZUMDARs Is it tbe positioil of 
Qoverniuent that while restriction will he imposed on the cultivators 
in the j)rovinoe of Benj^al, the people living in the States in Bengal 
will be allowed to carry on jute-sowing without any restriction?' 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, as I have said, we 
have no power to effect restriction in those States, and I also think, as 
I have already stated, that any overproduction In those States will not 
affect the entire yield of tlie crop to any appieciahle extent. There- 
fore there is no ground of apprehension of any possible extension of 
acreage in those small States. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E. Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state the nature of the effort that has been made up till now 
to persuade other jute-growing provinces to effect restriction or to 
prevent overproduction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My honourahle friend has 
asked about the nature of the effort. The nature in one word is to 
persuade those provinces to come in line with the Bengal Oovernment. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: 1 want to know w'hat has aclually 
been done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : I now find from my 
honourahle fiiciid’.s interjection that lie w’ants information as to what 
the (iovernment of Bengal has actually done. The fiovernment of 
Bengal has been in correspoinlence with the other pro\inces from the 
very beginning of the adopjion of this jute regulation policy and those 
negotiations are still going on, and the latest reply w’o liavo received 
is from Assam to the effect that under certain conditions Assam is 
prepared to regulate the restriction of the crop to the same extent as 
Bengal from the next year. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Eleetioii of Chafidiborpttr Unioii Board, polioo-station Narail (dosooro). 

IB. Mr. P. BANERdEE: (a) With reference to his statement on 
the floor of the Assembly on the 12th August, 1940, will the Hon 'hie 
Minister iff charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Oovemment 
Department be pleased to state the reason for the failure of the election 
of members of Ohandiberpur Union Board, police-station Narail, district 
JessoreF 
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fjb) If it a laci iliat ilia Mfinbers of tlia*'said Union Board were 
noBimated by Gorenunentf 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affinnatiye, will the Hon’lde 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the nominated members were candidates for election to the 
said Union Board? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the qualifications of the nominated members; 

(ii) whether any enquiry was made prior to their nominations about 

their characters and popularity; and 

<tu) if so, by whom was it done and when? 

ij) Will the Hon bio Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(t) the number of candidates at that last election ; and 

(ii) their names? 

The Hofi'Mf Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) The election failed on account of g*reat disorder and uproar created 
by the voters at the polling station. 

(h) The members were appointed by the District Magistrate. 

(c) As the election failed through the fault of the voters themselves, 
the vacancies were filled by appointment by the District Magistrate 
under sub-section {4) of section 6 of the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act. 

(d) Yes, with the exception of one. 

(e) (i) and (/) {ii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(e) (ii) and (iii) Yes, by the Subdi visional Officer and the Circle 
Officer, Narail, in June, 1940. 

(/> (t) Thirty-nine, 

Mr* P« BANERdEE: With reference to answer (c), will the Hms’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why he has not taken the steps open to 
ium in case of failure of eleotion? There were two altemativee, 
namely, one by filling up vacancies by another eleotion and the oGier 
l^y the appointment. Why did he not take steps to re-«loct? 

Tim Hnn’IMt Namb Klnvaia HAIIBULUUI MmEmr. «l »mm 

Sir, 1 am sorry I could not follow the question. 
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Mr* S^iAKEH: having tha other ahanuaiiTt 

of all<ywiiLg the voters an opportunity to re-elect, why did not you give 
this opportunity P 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Kliwaja HABIBULLAH Babadtir, of Oaooas 

Government have already instructed IMstrict Magistrates all over Bengal 
that in future if there is any question of this nature, then there should 
be an alternative election before this question of nomination is taken up. 

Mr. P. BANERdEE: Will the Hon^ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
who created the disorder and uproar — all the voters or only some of 
the voters who were supporters of the losing candidates? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I am given to understand that voters of both sides created the disorder, 
and it was impossible to hold the election. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hnn’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps (lovernment took to prevent the disorder? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It is impossible for Government to forestall when a disorder would be 
created. But ordinary steps as police precautions were taken. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether this disorder was confined to all the elec- 
tions in the wards or was it confined to any particular wnnlP 

Tho Hoffi’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

As far as I understand, I do not think that the disorder was in every 
ward.* If the honourable member puts a fresh question, I can say 
definitely. I cannot say offhand. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state in w^hich particular ward this disorder took place and 
how many voters assembled there? 

Tho Hoft»blo NawMi Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It is impossible to answer that question offhand. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE I Will the Hon’ble bo 

pleased to enquire whether the failure of the election was a concocted 
owe at tlio of mteresied candidates ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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ATUL CHANDRA SENS Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is tbe nature of th^ disorder tbat took place in the meeting ?. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Kharaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

There was fighting, assault and all that. 

Hft ATUL CHANDRA SEN. What sort of fighting? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say that. I was not present there. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the rules of the 
Bengal Self-Government Art, probably rule 28, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether when one election fails it is not 
obligatory to have another election wliatever may be the reason? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That is a question of legal opinion. 

Charge for electric fans in Medical College Hospital. 

27. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE, (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and J.oi'al Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state what is the charge of a fan used by jxitient in a 
cabin in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital after the 11th 
November ? 

(h) What steps do the Government contemplate taking for the 
reduction of the charge of funs at present existing in the said Hospital 
after the 11 th November? 

The Hon’hio Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

(a) Where one fan is allotted to two cabins, the rate is annas 8 per day 
for each patient ; and where one fan is attached to each cabin, the rate 
is He. I per day. 

These rates are charged so long as the fans are in use. There is no 
separate rate fixed for iise of fan after the 11th November. 

(b) Government do not contemplate reduction of the existing rate. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the cost per fan in the Medical College Hospital P 

Tht Hon’blo Nawib Khwiia HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I want notice. If my honourable friend puts a fresh question, I can 
say what the charge is. 
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ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE* la the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Bs. 30 charged for one fan is abnormally high P 

TIm Hon’bla Nawib Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Oaooas 

It seems that the honourable member already knows the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is Uie Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the utmost cost for the working of a fan for one whole 
day cannot exceed Ra. 15? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not including other expenses. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I include every recurring expendi- 
ture. Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state how much profit 
the Medical College Hospitals are earning out of each fan? 

The Hoffi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooas 

I do not think there is any profit at all. If the honourable member 
puts a fresh question, I can give him the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the JloiCble Minister be 
pleased to ascertain wdiat is the reai cost per fun, and take steps so 
that the authorities may not make such an abnormal profit ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have already said that if the honourable member puts a fresh ques- 
tion, 1 shall be able to reply to his question. 


Cabins in the Caloutta Modioal College Hospital. 

28. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Eonble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Qovemment Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of patients who applied for admi.ssion into a cabin 
in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital in the year l?138-39; 
and 

. w whether all of them received it? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ti) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be .pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
oi increasing the number of cabins? 

(c) WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
preeeni arrangemeot for receiving deposit for the reserved cabin? 
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(a) No record is kept from wkich the number of patients seefctni^ 
admission into cabins or turrets in the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospitals can be ascertained. The cabins were not fully occupied 
during the year. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(o) There is no rule for reservation of cabins. A patient admitted 
into a cabin when it is available has to deposit rent for IQ days in 
advance at the time of admission. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which ond answers were given) 

Communioation between headquarters of Noakhali and cartain islands in 
Noakhali district. 

^46. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) U the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Coinineree ami fiahour l)e]>artinent aware — 

(i) that there are great (litKciiltie.M of comiminit'ation between the 
islands of Saiidvip, Hativa and Uuingati with the head» 
([UurteiH station of Noakhali; 

(li) that the present Steamer Service maintained by the Fern 
Navigation Comi)aiiy, limited, between the islands of 
Sundvip and Hutiya and the headtiuarters station is 
extremely irregular and unsatisfactory; and 

{tit) that representatitui has been made to the Government for 
establishment of regular steamer communication between the 
islands and the hea<l<juarters station? 

(/i) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what steps, if any. Government have taken in tbie 
respect? 

MINISTER in oluu^go of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART* 
MENT (Uio Hon'bli Mr. H. B. Buhrawardy): (a) Tes. 

(h) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. BYED JALALUDOIN NABHEMYs Will the Hon ble Minister 
bo pleased to state how long tbe matter is under the consideimtion of 
Oovemmeni and how long will it take to make their decision? 
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Tilt Nofl’llle Mri H« i. SUHRAWARDY: The deoision does not 
rest with Government. Government has tried its level best to induce 
the various interests to come to some sort of arrangement and they 
have not yet succeeded. It is hoped that a decision will be arrived 
at shortly. 


Kalukhali-Bhatiaptra Branch of the Eaetem Bengal Railway. 

M7. Mr. 8URENDRANATH BISWAS: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Dcpurtincnt be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that tlic Government of India had first 
issued orders for closing the Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch 
of the Eastern Bengal Uuilway to meet the war needs and 
subsequently suspended the said orders; and 

(n) whether he is aware that owing to the silting up of the Ixnver 
Kumar and Nariu rivers in the district of Varidpur the 
retention and extension of the said Bruneh of the Bail way 
has become an urgent^ necessity in public interest y 


{h) Have the IVovincial Government clrawn the attention of the 
Government of India to tlie ahovementioned circumstanees and urged 
upon them t(» drop the idea of closing the said Bram h of the BuilwayP 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bit Maharaia Sricehandra Nandy* of Coiiinw 
bazar): Yes. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there is every likelihood of a serious 
breach of the peace if the railway lines of the Ealukhali-Bhatiapara 
Branch are removed? 


Mr. SPEAKER: \Yho is leading it? (Laughter.) 

Tht HofPbIt Maharaja SRISCHANORA NANDY, of Cocaimbizart 

Yes. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWASi It is a very imporUnt question^ 
and 1 have not hpard the Hon’ble Minister’s answer. 
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Mfi SPEAKER: He has already answered. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: What is his answer? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He has answered “Yes”. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal are in communi- 
cation with the Government of India regarding the final decision of 
the latter with regard to the removal of this line and, if so, what is 
the nature of that communication? 

Th« Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANIIRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

“The Government of Bengal have expressed their disapproval to the 
removal of the railway line to the Government of India. 


Grants to educational institutions in Khulna district. 

♦48. Mr. PATIRAM ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the district of Khulna for the last three years — 

(t) the name and number of high English and middle English 
schools showing the special grant from Government, if any, 
received by them ; 

(li) the number of such schools that are managed by the members 
of the — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Caste-Hindus, and 

(3) the Muslims 

by a majority in the Committee; and 

(m) the amount of grant-in-aid recfdyod by each of th&e schools 

from*4he-^” 

(1) Government, and 
(2^ District Board? 

MINI8TER in ohargo of tbo EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 0m 
Hon’blo Mr. A. K. PazIul Huq): Two statements furnishing the infor- 
mation are laid on the Library table. 
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ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’bl© MiniAtar be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that all high schools managed by 
the Mxibammadao Committees without any exception whatsoever get 
grants-in-aid from the Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: There are statements laid on the 
Library table 


Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Gho.se, this is u question asking for a state- 
ment only and you cannot pul any supplementary question. I definitely 
ruled last year that when a etatement was asked for, no supplementary 
question regarding Government policy could be put. If such a question 
regarding policy has to be asked, a fresh question has to be put 
separately. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Even if anything is written on the 
statements 


Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot put a supplementary question. You 
have to put a fresh question. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, let me put my question in this 
way. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that distinctions 
are being made between Muhammadans and 


Mr. SPEAKER : 1 urn afraid 1 cannot allow that question. I quite 
appreciate that you want to get out certain facts. You know that 
when a mere statement is asked for and nothing raised about the policy 
or otherwise, I have admitted those que.stions not as supplemontar}’ 
questions but as arising out of the original question, even though 
sometimes the number has gone in excess. You remember that last 
year seveml^questions were put by Scheduled Caste members asking 
for sUtements and they afterwirdife^antiid certain nther facts. I ruled 
that they must be put as fresh quesiioniit and not as supplementaries. 


R«i HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir^ in reply to one of 
my questions, certain figures have been given, but the figure in respect 
of one district bas not been given. Will you allow me to put a supple- 
mentary question ? 

U 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Yes, if anything arises out of that. 

TIm Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL Huqs Sir, may 1 answer the 
question of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose? 


Mr. SPEAKERS I have disallowed that question and you cannot 
answer that. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got a complete 
answer to that here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you like, you may reply to it during the budget 
debate. 


Primiry Eduoatiofi ind imposition of education oees in the district of 
24-ParginiS. 

*49. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be ))lea8ed to state when the 
cess under the Primary Education Act was enforced in the district of 
24-pBrgana8 P 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, thana by thana, the number of primary schools (lower 
primary and upper primary) for — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girl*, 

that existed in the district just before the introduction of the Primary 
Education Act in the district? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there was any scheme of the department for — 

(1) starting of new primary schools, and 

(2) maintaining existing primary schools before the intro- 
duction of the said Act; 
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(tt) the ntunber of schools that have been started in the district, 
thana by thana, since the introduction of the said Act; 

{Hi) the number of existing primary schools that are being main- 
tained by the department since the introduction of the Act; 

(tv) the total amount of cess realised in the district, thana by thana, 
since the introduction of the Act up to June of 1940; 

(v) the amount that has been spent out of the cess for the main- 
tenance of these schools; 

(vt) the number of — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girls, 

who are receiving education in these schools; 

(vtt) the number of teachers employed in those schools and their 
total monthly salary; and 

(viii) the total contribution made by the Government towards the 
maintenance of those schools from the introduction of tje 
Act up to June, 1940P 

The Hon’hla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 18th October, 1939. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (i) No. 

(u) Nil. 

(tit) 103 maintained by the District School Board. 

(tv) Bs. 1,54,377-1 1-7. (Figures, thana by thana, are not available*) 

(v) Rs.15,176 spent from District Primary Education Fund to which 
eeaa and Government grant are credited. 

(vt) (1) Boys 7,011 and (2) girls 252. 

(vtt) Teachers 228 and salaries Rs. 2,168. 

(vttV) Government contributions are made to the District Primary 
Education Fund annually. The total contribution for part of the year 
1939-40 and for 1940-41 amounted to Bs.1,31,768. 
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Statement ftferrei to in tie reply to elanee (b) of itamd yuetUM No. 4S, ihowtng 
the number of Pnmary Seioob, tiana by liana (Rural areae). immedi^ 
before the introduction of Primary Edueatim Act, 1930, in lie Disiriet 
of 24-ParganM. 





ScIiooIb. 


Circle. 

TbanaH. 

Upper l*rimary. 

Lower Primary. 

Total. 




Boyn- 

Cirki. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

1. 

Alipore 1 

Budge Budge 
Bchala 

Meiiabruj 

27 

2 

1 

43 

4 

15 

86 

2* 

4* 

2. 

AUpoie 11 

Bislinupur 
ToUyguiige . . 
Maheehtala 
Sonarpur 

30 

4 

2 

5 

1 

58 

5 

30 

18 

21 

2 

4 

2 

109 

11 

86 

26 

8. 

Bftruipore 

Baruipore 

Coining 

32 

37 

3 

1 

.15 

44 

10 

4 

100 

86 

4. 

Diamond Har- 
bour. 

Diamond Har- 
bour. 

Kalta 

24 

24 


82 

.').■) 

13 

8 

119 

87 

A. 

•# 

Kulpi . . 

Kulpi 

Kakdwip 

Sagure 

3.^ 

17 

11 


147 

23 

21 

S3 

4 

2 

215 

44 

34 

a. 

Barraokporo . . 

Kbaniab 

Bijpur 

Duro Dum . . ! 
Kaihati 

Jagatdal 

Titagharh 

2 

1 

:: 


1 

2 

2 

6 

1 

‘ * 

3 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

7. 

Barasct 

Baranot 

Amdaiiga 

Kaiarliat 

Habra 

Bhangore 

0 

3 

H 

ri 

18 

1 

1 

38 

4 

0 

3‘* 

46 

5 

1 

3 

7 

10 

49 

8 

18 

61 

76 

8. 

Joyiiagon* 

Joyiiagore 

3.1 


100 

84 

159 

9. 

Mathurapur 

Mathurapur . . 

fd) 

1 

109 

36 

196 

10, 

Baabirliat 

Baiihirbat 
Baduna 
Swaniptiagar . . 

22 

10 

16 


86 

51 

22 

13 
« 9 
7 

121 

70 

45 

11. 

Soutli Bashirhat 

Haalmabad 
Sandeahkhali . . 
Haroa 

Deyganga 

13 

6 

8 

5 


89 

5 

42 

39 

9 

1 

5 

6 

70 

18 

65 

60 

18. 

Mograbat 

Mi>graltai 

65 

8 

140 

80 

888 




&83 

18 

1,863 

1 874 

8,174 


*fn niMhl 
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Dftxn Mail disattar. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the C/ominunieation.s and Works Department W pleased 
to state whether the Government have receivcnl the report of the inves- 
tigations made by the Senior Goveniment Tns|»ector <»f Railways into 
the cause or causes of the disaster into which the lX)wn Dmca Mail 
was involved on the 5th August last? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the atfirmativc, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of asking the Government of India to start an independent emiuirv into 
the cause or causes of the accident in a manner that will ensure greater 
confidence of the public than an eut|uiiy made by a Governmental 
agenoy as promised in the rejdy to the starred (|uestion No. 145 in the 
July-September session of the Assemldv, 1940? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Ooaaimbaiirt 

(а) Yes. 

(b) 1 am satisfied with the findings of the Senior Government 
Inspector of Railways that the accident was due to sabotage, and 1 do 
not think that any useful jnirpose would served by appointing an 
independent Committee of Enquirv to make further investigation into 
the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEIi: The Hon 'hie Minister says that he is 
personally satisfied with the findings of the Senior Government 
Inspector of Railways that the accident was due to 8ul)otage. But will 
he yet consider the desirability of an independent enquiry in order to 
ensure better confidence in the minds of the people than has been done 
by an enquiry conducted by u Gfivenimeiit agency ? 

Tha Hoii’hia Maharaja SRItCHANDRA NANDY, of CoaoimlNUEM'i 

I am afraid I am not in agreement with the honourable member that 
after the very detailed enquiry which has been undertaken, any useful 
purpose will be seived by a further enquiry. 

» 

Mr. 8YED 4ALALUDD1N HASHEMY: With reference to answer 

(б) , will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether in reply 
to the Unstarred Question No. 25 to-day he has said that wmoi after 
the accident, investigation was undertaken by the police which is still 
proceeding? 

Tho Hoffhlo Mahonla SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of CooiiiiilNUEart 

Thot is an enquiry to find ont the eulpritw wHioK may lead ultimately to 
^ a judicial enquii^. 
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Hr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUt WiU the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to state that the facts, otrctunstances and data on which the 
Senior Government Inspector’s report is based 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (pestion does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister has 
referred to the Senior Inspector’s report. Are we not entitled to know 
what are the facts on which this report is based ? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the report of the Senior Government Inspector 
commands j^reater confidence than would be commanded by an inde- 
pendent committee of enquiry? 

The Hon'ble Mtharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wdiether he is considering? the desirability 
of laying on the table the report of the Senior Government Inspector on 
the basis of which he is satisfied that it was an acf of sabotage? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotaimbazari 

I did place it on the Library table when a similar question was answered 
a few days back. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Senior Government Inspector of Railways 
took the evidence of persons vrho were injured by that accident and 
who could give first-hand information? 

Tha Hofi’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ooaaimbazari 

Tea Sir* 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the report of the police is 
definite that it is not a case of sabotage? 

Tbo Hoifblo Mahamja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Coatiiwbaiari 

It is very definitely a case of sabotage. 
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Mr. iASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether even after the publication of the report of the 
Senior Government Inspector, there has been considerable ejcpression 
of opinion in the Press and also af?itation in the Central Tie^islation 
by which dissatisfaction with the report of the Senior Government 
Inspector has been widely expressed ? 


The HoiPble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Coasimhaiars 

I am afraid my honourable friend is not correct. I have full report of 
the discussions which they had on this subject in the Central Assembly. 
That was, I believe, before the report was published and nol later. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the real difficulty in placing the matter before 
an independent committee of enquiry where the report of the Senior 
Government Inspector and other things might be discussed and 
considered ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Coasimbazart 

The reason is quite simple. The report of the Senior Government 
Inspector was thoroughly examined by (iovernment, and it was con- 
firmed to be purely a case of sabotage. Under the circumstam*es no 
useful purpose would be served by another committee of emjuirv who 
could get no new facts other than thos** already been collected b> the 
Senior Inspector. 


Embankmant of Darakeswar river in Hooghly distriot 

^52. Mr. TARAK RATH MUKHERJEA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether the left embankment of the 
Darakeswar river in Hooghlv district has been abandoned V 

(b) If so, will the Ilon'ble Minister lie pleased to state why this 
embankment has been abandoned? 

(c) Is it a fact that for want of necessary repairs this embankment 
was breached during the floods in August, imO, with the result that a 
large area was inundated and its crops were damaged? 

Tho Hon’Mt Mahmja 8RI8CHANORA RANDY, of CoMimbizari 

(«) Ye.. 

(6) Owing to their eril effects on river conoervancy, public health 
and productivity of soil it is the policy of Government not to encourage 
eoastmctioxi of any new embankments and as far as it is possible to do 
^so without materially affecting vested interest to abandon old ones 
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gradually. The Darakeswar left embankment was abandoned in acoord- 
ance with this policy, and. in coinpliance with the recommendation of 
the Hooghly District Embankment Committee. 

(c) The embankment was abandoned in 1930; so the question of 
repairing it does not arise. I am, however, informed that since its 
abandonment the local people have been maintaining the embankment. 
If they had not done so the water would have gradually spread over the 
fields and there would have been no great damage to the crops by a 
sudden rush of water through the breach in the embankment. 


Contour Survoy in North Bengal. 

*53. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Coininunicutions and Workn Department be pleased to 
state — 

(<i) ill which of the districts in the North Bengal works of Contour 
Survey have been taken up this year; 

(h) what works of (Vmtour Survey, if any, have so far been done 
in those districts; and 

(c) how much of the budgeted amount has so fur been spent in each 
of the (listriids when* <*ontour survey has been taken up? 

The Hon*ble Maharajt 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimhazar! 

(a) and (h) Field work over a small area of 150 square miles in the 
Jalpuiguri district was taken up in May lust and continued until the 
advent of the rainy seasim. 

(c) Of Rs.4,937 s|M*nt so far, the major portion was for the above- 
mentioned field w’ork. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state what is the total budgeted amount so far as the contour 
survey is ccmoerned? 

Tha Hon’blo Molimja iRItOHANDRA NANDY, of ComiiiiImw: 

Speaking from nieiiiory, it is about three lakhs of rupees. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Miniiiter bo 
pleased to state what time Government will take to spend the amoua^ 
if they s|)end at the nite they are spending now? » 
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Tin Hon’bit Maharaja SRI8CHANORA NANOY, of Oaatimbaiars 

1 would refer the honourable member to the fiffure in this year's budget. 
I think it is about Rs. 25,000 which we want to spend, and 1 nia\ tell 
kim that in all this contour survey the preliminary arrangement always 
takes some time and after that is done, we can make some progress. 


Elections to the Daooa University Court. 

*54. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: {a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Educati<m Department be pleased to state— 
(t) when the annual election to the Dacca I’niversity (a)urt usually 
takes place; and 

(ii) whether the election has taken j>la<‘e this year at the usual lime? 

(h) If the elections have not yet taken place, have the (lovernment 
any information as to the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o)(/) The election is not 
held annually. Under the terms of section 1, Chapter II of the 
University Ordinances and Regulations, election of the members of the 
Court by the registered graduates is held on such date or dates after the 
3l8t August in the academic year in which the election is held, as may 
be fixed by the Vice-Chancellor, and under the terms of section 1, 
Chapter III of the University Ordinances and Regulations, there shall 
be held, on the dates to he upp<»inte<l by the Vice-Chancellor, elec-tions 
to fill vacancies among the members of the ("ourt elected by the teachers 
of the University. 

(u) Election of Court members by the registere<l graduates is likely 
to be held in February, 1941; election of five lecturers as memliers of 
the Court by the teachers of the University was held in August last. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Poitpontment of roolisattoii of oduottiofi ooto in MunhkiMiodi 

*58. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKNAR 8ANYALt (a) Will the Hon’bla 

Minister in charge of the Education Department l»e pleased to state — 

(i) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to 

the existence of acute distress in Murshidabad, owing to 
failure of crops during the current Bengali year ; 

(ii) whether the realisation of the newly tmpoeed education cess at 

this time will operate as an unbearable hardship to the people 
in general of the distriet; and 



202 


QUESTIONS. 


[11th Fxb., 


(m) whetbar the District Board of Morshidabad has unanimously 
adopted a re8olution^4t requesting the Gbvemment to stay 
realisation of education cess for the time being? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) (ui) is in the aflSrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) {{) I am aware that there 
is some distress in some parts of the district. 

(tt) No. 

(tit) The resolution was carried by 9 votes to 6. 

(b) The District Board have been informed .that Government see no 
reason to suspend education cess. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether of the five members referred to in answer 
(ttV) four were nominated members of whom three were ex-officio 
Government officers? 

The Hofl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were members of 
the Board. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, I asked whether four 
of them were nominated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no distinction 
between ;» nominated member and an elected member. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My question is whether of 

the five members referred to in answer (tiV) four are nominated mem- 
bers of whom three are ex-officio Government servants? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the honourable member 
himself knows what is in it, it is no use again putting that question 
to me. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it or is it not a fact that 
of the five votes referred to, four are the votes of nominated members 
of whom three are Subdivisional Officers? 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. A« K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the honourable member 
knows already, what is the good of asking that question? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALI Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I 
ask for a direct reply to my question ? * 
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 thinks Mr. Sanyal, the very framing of your 
question is bad. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. if the 
framing of my question is bad, I hope you will correct it when it is 
put, but tjlease do not leave it to the Minister when he is answering in 
that way. 


CoRstnietioii of sluioo goto for Dhopado khol in dooioro. 

•88. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that 
the Dhopada khal in police-station liohagara in the district of Jessore 
is an important hhalf 

(6) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
constructing a sluice gate in the said khal? 

The Hon'blo Mahar^a SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cofoimbow: 

I am advised by my principal technical adviser that the construction 
of a regulator is undesirable as apart from the question of heavy cost it 
will prevent the early reclamation of the htl area served by this khal 
and cut off certain spill area to the detriment of the Nabnganga river. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to consider tlie desirability of seeking the opinion of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Narail and the District Magistrate of Jessore whom 
a large number of people approached? 

Tht Hon’bla Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANCY, of Ooaaimbazart 

I know there are several places in that district which are low and have 
not a better draining system, and it is with the object of framing soma 
aokemes to remove these difficulties that we have undertaken contour 
•urvey. So I stated that sluice is not a sr>]ution of the problem, but 
•omething else. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, my question hag not been 
answered. My question was, whether the Hon’ble Minister will be 
pleased to consider the desirability of seeking the opinion of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Narail and the District Magistrate of Jessore, who 
b«ng local *peop]e are acquainted with local conditions P 

Tbi Hmi^ Mahamla SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coiibiibinri 

^key might be local people, but they are not technical experts. 



QUESTIONS. 


[11th Fk*., 


204 


UNSTARIffiD QUESTIONS 

(to which answOTi were laid on the table) 

Special Officer’s report regarding pay and proepeota of lidrerior 
employeee. 

Miulvi ABDUL WANED: With reference to the reply giTen 
to starred question No. 41 on the 19th July, 1940, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in char^fe of the Finance Department be pleased to state: — 

(i) when the report is likely to be submited by the Special Offic'er; 

and 

(ii) whether the Government contemplate circulating to the 

members of this House the Spe(‘ittl Officer’s report? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
is referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 9 of the 3rd 
February, 1941. 


Dacca Mail disaatar. 

28. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the (Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether any attempts were made by the Government of Bengal to 
ascertain the causes that led to the Dacca Mail disaster on the 6th 
August, 1940, near dayrampur on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(6) Have the Government taken any steps to examine the reports of 
the Railway officials and of the Senior Government Inspector of 
Railways ? 

(c) Did the Goveniment make any attempt to have a Judicial 
enquiry instituted in connection with the accident? 

(rf) If so, with what result? 

(f) What steps have been or are being taken by the Government of 
Bengal to secure to the unfortunate victims of the disaster or to the 
families of those who died as a consequence adequate compensation? 

The Hon’Mc Mchmjc 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY» cf CcMimburs 

(a) Soon after the accident investigation was undertaken by the Polioe» 
which is still proceeding. 

(b)l^ 
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(c) Ka, except in so far as the pending Police enquiry may lead to 
a Judicial enquiry in the ordinary course of such investigation. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The honourable member may refer to the reply given by me to 
clauses (c) and (d) of the unstarred question No. 128 asked by 
Dr. Suresh Chandra flanerjee in the Assembly on the 3rd December, 
1»40. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With refereme to answer (ft), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the police enquiry 
include.s the possible hypothesis that the disaster may have been due 
to something for which the Kail way Company may be held responsible? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Coaainiibaiart 

There is no hypothesis in this case. The simple procedure that is 
generally followed in all cases of accidents was followed in this case 
too. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: From answer (c) do I understand 
the HorCble Minister to sav that he would await the result of the police 
enquiry before deciding whether he would have a judicial enquiry 
instituted? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoMimbaxart 

No, Sir. 1 have stated in rejily (r) that if by the txdioe enquiry the 
trace of the culprits cannot he made, then the judicial enquiry will 
follow. 


Adjoummont motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg leave to move 
that the business of the Assembly do now stand adjourned to discuss a 
definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent ocAuirrence, 
namely, the situation that has arisen in the city owing to indiscriminate 
arrest of and ruthless lathi charges by the police on the Muslim public, 
including some ladies, yesterday in the forenoon and afternoon and 
consequent casualties and tear gas bombing by the police to disperse 
the mob in a manner which was absolutely unwarranted or unjustified. 

Sir, I have received your consent with regard to this motion, 

and 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, if you do not mind, I think the 
beat way in which you can have your purpose served would be by means 
of a abort-notice questiqfi and not by an adjournment motion as yon 
propose. 
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Mr. SYED aALALUODIN HASHEMY: May I subxnit, Sir, that 
we expected a Htatement from ^he Hon’ble Minister in charge this 
morning. In the absence of any such statement from the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister, we have no other alternative but to bring in an adjourn- 
ment motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I shall have to proceed on the basis 
of the term of your motion. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 will prove. Sir, that my 
motion is perfectly in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But is that aUf 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: liet me read out the 

statement first. Sir, 

• Mr. SPEAKER: No; I have only to decide whether the motion is 
in order or not. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: But there is the general 
question of principle. You have just said that 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given certain views, but I am prepared to 
give in if the House accepts it unanimously. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 1 suggest that putting ques- 
tions for eliciting certain information is one of the methods by which a 
definite matter may be cleared up, but here my learned friend has made 
out a clear case of a definite matter, namely, the conduct of the poUce 
in certain matters 

Mr. SPEAKER: The only thing with which I am concerned is 
whether the motion is in order. I am deciding for the time being 
that while a motion of the type in which a specific issue has been raised 
oouU have been in order, the language in which it has been framed 
makes it wholly out of order. I have sufiBciently declared that anything 
in the^ature of saying **a situation” is not definite because * 'situation” 
is a thing which cannot be proved by specific facts. That is my 
decision. I am therefore very sorry to hold that this motion is out of 
order. 

(At this stage the House was adjonmed for 20 minutes.) 
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( After adjotin^ment,) 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDOIN AHMED: Mr. S|)eaker, Sir, may I draw 
your attention to this point ? You have ruled out the adjournment 
motion 

Mr. SPEAKER. Yes, as framed. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I point out to you that 
the matter is very important, i have been my.self out in the city this 
morning because I was not in Calcutta. Now, the question is that you 
have rejected the motion on technical ground. Wfuild you permit us 
to table it in another form ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I was saying, the best thing for you would 
be to table a short-notice question and get certain answers from 
Government, Under the Adjournment Motion llule. the Speaker must 
be in possession of official facts in some way or other. If (idvernment 
does not come out, then it will be for you to take the facts as they are, 
and I will take the facts as they are, so long tlm actual framing of the 
motion, as I have said, does not <lescribe it as “a situation.” “A 
situation” is a vague term. Deiiiiite acts, or “arrest of somebody” or 
things like that, are definite and specific issue.s, but the situation arising 
out of that is vague. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. If that is put all right, then 
I do not think it can be ruled out of order. Then we will put in another 
motion . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will consider that. But, as I have said, for 
the time being I must get official facts. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, may 1 tell you one 
word? The situation U very serious and we expected the Hon’ble Home 
Minister 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He is ill. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: He may be ill. But th|^ Chief 
Minister was here. He is not ill. He is the father and mother of the 
Bengal Government. He may have said something on the situation. 
My difficulty is that I had been out; I have not seen anything and have 
not heard anything. Thet is the reason why we are all anxious to 
know something about tlie situation. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help. In any case I will have to give 
Ihe Government an opportunity to make a statement. 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: lu the meantime if the 
motio!> comes in proper form, will you waive the urgency? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have said, after my disallowance of the 
adjournment moHon, the only remedy is to table a short-notice 
question. ^ 

Mr* NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir^ will you waive the 
urgency if this motion be brought to-morrow morning? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As T said, not until I know the facts. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do we understand, 
Sir, that no further adjournment motion will be allowed to come up on 
this subject? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not until you put a short-notice question and 
know the facts, 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: No, no. I was talking about 
the adjournment motion and not about a short-notice question. You 
rejected the adjournment motion on technical ^grounds and you said in 
the bejtmning y(ni were proceeding legally. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: You have proceeded legally and 
you have issued your fiat accordingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, in view of my disallowance 
ot the adjournment motion, the only alternative is for me to reopen 
by a short-notice question and t(» get new facts through the official 
channel which the House has not got. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: How can you get it through the 
official channel which is now blocked? 

MrfsPEAKtR: By putting a short-notioe question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
will you be kind enough to tell us whether jfou have ruled that this 
matter which was sought It) be raised before this House does not give 
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rise to an adjournment motion or you have rejected the motion as 
framed f If the latter is your intention, then here and now I irive a 
notice of adjournment motion on the matter not in the words in which 
you have rejected it. 

Mr* SPEAKERS I am sorry; I am prepared to discuss the matter 
in my chamber, but not here. 

Ilr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 
that although this matter was considered by you as an important and 
urgent matter, the motion as framed was ruled out of order by you; 
Mr. Shamsuddin assumed that you will be pleased to entertain a similar 
motion in different words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Provided I am given an opportunity to know facts. 
The only way I can get an opportunity is by a short-notice question on 
which some answer can he had. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; We may have to do 
that after the adjournment motion question has been disposed of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will explain to you if y(»u come to my chamber. 
As I have said, the only was 1 ( an re(q)en it is as a result of a reply to 
a short-notice question or non-reply. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: There is one difliculty, l^tr. 
You are speaking of a short-notice question. You may say that the 
consent of the Minister or some other <»Hicial is necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have alread> said that if a reply is not given, 
the non-reply itself is a ground for me. Hut until that is known, I 
cannot do anything. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: If we submit another adjourn- 
ment motion according to law and that motion is served on the Hon'blr 
Minister, will not that serve as a short-notice question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have explained sufficiently and I cannot allow 
any problematical discussion. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bangil Fiiiiiiot (Salat Tax) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now resume further diteuMion of 
the Bengal Finan^ (Sales Tax) Bill. 

Is 
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Mr. MSANKA 8£KHAR SANYAL; Sir, so far as the amend* 

mmits to this Bill are concerned^ may 1 make a suggestion F Even 
to-day in the course of the recess certain fresh amendments have been 
circulated from the Hon'ble Minister himself. Before proceeding in 
a rambling way, may I make a suggestion that just as you prepare in 
your office a consolidated list of amendments, clause by clause, it 
would be better to have all the multifarious amendments consolidated, 
sorted, reprinted and recirculated so that w^e may take them up accord- 
ingly. For example, in the case of clause I, there is one amendment 
No. 7 and then again there is amdher No. 274. 8o, it is very 
difficult 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 (|uitc appreciate )oiir difficulty. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL. Sir, oui difficulty is very 
real. We have accommodated the Government because they wanted 
to modify their amendments in their party meeting. \Vc have accom- 
modated them in every possible way. We on the Opposition also 
would like to be a<‘commodated by being given some time and the 
assistance of the office to understand the amendments in tlndr proper 
perspective. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for the Uon’l)le Ministei. 

Tlwt Hon'blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, max I point out 
that the amendments xxhich we have put in to-day, when they come 
to he discUHseil, will be found by the honourable members o]>[>o8ite to 
be purely drafting amendments. If the honourable member hud only 
taken the trouble to insert these amendments in their pr(»per places, 
he W'ould have found that these amendnients are purely formal. 

^ith regard to the amendments in the Schedule, there is nothing 
new. Notices of similar amendments have been given from various 
sections of the House including this section. We have examined them 
and on that Imsis we have accepted certain further additions to the 
Schedule. These are not new, and 1 have not the least doubt that the 
honourable members iipposite have considered the various amendments 
already. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Y^es, the previous amend- 
ments. 

Mwi*W# Mf. H. 8« 8UHRAWARDYs If the honourable 
members have considered the previous amendments, they will realise 
that these amendments fall in line with them (Bai HAKXirDitA Nath 
Ohaubbumi : Where is the time for us to realise^) and oonseqiieiitly 
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I am not springing a surprise on the honourable members opposite or 
on the House. Sir, may I further point out that the question of 
Schedule will come up at a fairly later stage and the honourable 
members will have ample time to consider it when it comes up. There 
is no use calling “wolf” at this stage. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: The Hon’hle Minister himself 
has put in amendments to his own clause to-day and they have Iwen 
circulated to us. Sir, even so, we may have to propose certain drafting 
amendments to his proposals. Therefore, it will ultimately effect 
economy of the time at our disposal if they are all classified (dause hy 
clause so that wc may consider them in their proper hearings. Other- 
wise, there will he ranihling discussion and every timendmeni will Ih) 
talked over and ultimately it will he found that much time has been 
taken. In the interests of etticient passage of the Rill and in the 
interests of economy of time my humble suggestion to you, Sir, is that 
we should be given more time to consi<ler these things. Ijet there he a 
closure of amendments and let them he classified, sorted, printed and 
circulated in the form of a booklet ns originally it was done. 

Mr. 8REAKER: T w-ill try my best to get them printed, if jKJSsible, 
in the course of to-morrow. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 think they ought to Ik^ taken 
up after being printed. 

(The Hon’hle Mr. II. S. SnhruwardA r<»se to speak.; 

At the present moment, I am addressing the Sj>eaker and if the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister will he a little patient, he will not lose 
anything. 

What I was going to say is that the floiride Minister has sulmiitti'd 
amendments on various clauses, aioi we ought to he given an opportu- 
nity to .submit our amendments, if any, to (lovernuienf proposals. 
That We have not got. Secondly, may I iisk the flon'ltle Finance 
Minister to consider that if Government require an adjournment of 
the House in order to settle the matter with their supporters, should 
W’e not be given some time to settle them amongst ourselves?' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think I shall he able to get them printcal by 
4 o'clock to-morrow. In the meanwhile let us proceed with the Bill 
and see how far we can go on. 

Mr. 8AMNICA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 mpprecdaie your prdnt 
and ordinarily we would have ugree^d to this. But the dijSiculty ia 
thia, that the clausee are so inter-related that it will be absolutely 
maningleas to apply our mind to the old atnendmenfs leaving out of 
aeoonnt the proponed new amendments. 
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Mrt SPEAKER: If there is any objection to any amendment that 
has been placed before the House to-day , 1 will certainly keep that 
section open for a further discusHiou. In the meantime, I will jic^t 
the entire list printed by to-morrow. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, then what will be done 
to-day. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In cdause I, 1 do not find any amendment. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In clause I, we have our 
amendmentH. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But they were circulated long before. 


Clause 1. 

Srijut A8HUT0SH MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
1(J), in line 1, after the words “such date,” tlie words “not being 
earlier than six months after the tc^rminution of the ])reRent European 
war’^ he inserted. 

TRiTTI f%3T (71 C5^ (71^ 

ftTTr ^ ^ 

’PJTOTSt yjT ; (TTto ^ Wt? 

(7Ft«mr, ^ '®PRvf" i 

RrflRt® Cftnr Rt1%5 ^ 

^ fiYftr 

(TTt^ (tutf ^ ^ 

=>rf^ ^ ^ ^ 1 m 

YtTi ’Ttirrsn^rcM^ Rm ^ SYt^i 

Rrfh^, Rri Yt^pi Srrm, ^mjciY ^srtYsr ^ 

’YtYlTYl YrttllY RfYll W ySY 

^ C¥^, ^s\^smM ^ ^8 nt at l ftY 

CT ’ifiMR itffilTf qtt^ p rt ^ 

CfPTG yiRrI? Brfhfnr Bffjp ^tfi fi r fe r 

YWT, <7!^ ^ '8 YCfT CfNtI YtCf 

crt YlY ^ ?prf^ Row Yf ftif I ♦tfl’TONYtf ^ 
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^ cfpf ’R ’•Ffihn wfti 

^ fii^itvs^ ’wfir ^ c^m *prtR |Rf^ ^ i w't'tsifev 

«ii?r ?reRiTO ’Rif^fepT «Rm«(i^«fir S*!? «frti vfirm '5t?iCTi 

«wRf‘f 'Q ^ fftrsi 's •iftpiirv ^ ««sf? 

■4W*li ^1*f I'Tl c?tc5 ^lwl‘Tl<i SgrtPf® ’Rlc^ 

TO ^ I Jifra ’Rf' ir^n ^ ct cto? cstim »ifTO 

’ngl’T ?ftr »pra if^ 5t5i. TO (Ti^ ^c’li’t si^ iroftv 

H» l 4 '*l fff TO17 CTO'f ’ITO TO TOa 'Q I TO TO tTOHl 

CTO TOpm TOr TO^, TOfrs — S6 r Sijl^Tn »151TO» *ttc*fi 

«r»f9T I (71^ ’jfWro ^TC| TO Tow 'fllf*»TO iTO ’ll ‘fltTOlCT 

TO? TOt CTO? I TO'K '!RTO ft?f«f«r!i 3lTO TO TO C’T 'ilj)l*»J?l'f TOH- 

✓ 

^ fJTfer^^Si ^ 

— Dominion Status Offt^ I 

^ it jj ’f y T ^ t ^ “tt^ ^ ^5tn 

W4ic^4 ^ c*?7?*t^ -3 wt%r *rRraf 

^ ^ ?JT$^ Tf^ C^ 'SJ 

’rt^ ^ I ist^ *rfe ft^tn 

^’3 '?'^c'^ I <tftrw tSwfw 'Q 

(?T, OT 

5F%1 ^ • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: vSir, sliall 1 move my amend- 
ment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, you don’t move your umendment No, 8? 

Mr. 8A8AMKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I will speak on 
amendment No. 7. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, let me first finish the others. Mr. iUi 
Chaudhuri, will you move your amendment No. 274? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, that is a1U»geiher 
of a different nature, having a different scope. , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It only restricts the time of the Act. One amend- 
meni concerns the beginning of the Act and the other amendment, I 
mean yours, the* conclusion of the Act. 
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RbI HARRHDRA rath OHAUDHURI; Tes, Sir, with tha 
termiikation of the Act. This will be a separate amendmeQt. 3£ay 
I move it first, SirP 


Mr. SASARKA SEKHAR 8ARYAL: Sir, the character of his 
amendment will be affected l)y the question whether amendment No. 7 
is accepted or not. So let ub |?o on with amendjuenl No. 7 now. The 
two things are entirely apart in principle and scope. 

Mr. SPEAKER. One gentleman moves that the Act should begin 
six months after the termination of the war and another gentleman 
moves that it should Iw over within three years. But tliey I'oth control 
its operation and therefore it is an integral ])ait of the .section dealing 
with operation. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
after the word “appoint"' at the end of sub-clause (/>) of clause I the 
following words be added, viz. — 

“and shall remain in force for three ^ears fnun that dale.” 

Sir, the purpose of thi.s amendment is to make the Act current 
only fur three years. Sir, it is true that sales tax has been resorted 
to by many countries; hut it is true at the .same time that other countries 
thought of sales tax only when tlieir public finance was thrown out of 
gear either by war or by unprecedented depres.sion in ^^orld trade. 

Take for instance Germany. Germany resorted to sales tax in 1918, 
that is, in the year of the Armistice, just when they were faced with 
the problem i>f reparations. Take, again, France. Frame resorted 
t.o sales tax in 1929 or 1921, 1 believe, when her public finance, of 
course, was depleted in consequence of war. Take again the instance 
of the States of America. There they took to sales tax when the world 
depre.Hsion started in 1929, It was between 1929 and I9d:i that five 
States of America introduced their salt's tax and all the other States 
introduced their sales tax in or after I!)-!'!, and the States introduced 
their sales tax not only as an emergem\\ measure, hut also as a temiM)- 
rary measure. Some of the sales tuxes of the States are due to expire 
within a year or two. It is, therefore. Sir, on that general principle 
T hold that the sales tax should not be imposed if it is not re^pured 
by the emergency of the situation, or if it is imposed, it should l>e 
im]»osed us a lemptmiry measure only. When other cotintries have 
done St), there is no justification for Bengal tt> introduce the sales tax 
as a permanent measure even if it is justified as an emergency mea.sttre. 

That is my first argument. 

Sir, my next argument would be that the Finance Minister in his 
revisnl estimate for the current year has shown that there is going to 
be a deficit of 1 crore and 7 lakhs on the revenue acebunt. But, Sir, . f 
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our revenues are going to be bit by 45 lakhs under one bead — Ouatoms— 
alone. If it were not so, there would not have been such an urgent 
necessity of passing this Bill to balance the budget. Now, it has got 
to be admitted that there has been a deterioration under the head 
‘‘Customs” because of the prevailing war conditions. That being so, 
we have got to tide over this difficulty, that is to say, the war situation, 
and my suggestion to tiie Government will l»e that you have your sales 
tax for three years and just sec how your finances improve. If your 
finances improve after the war, there will be no further necessity of 
continuing the sales tax. If you pass this tax ftir three years only, 
well, it will be possible for you to tide over the war situation and the 
present difficulty at any rate. It is because of these reasons that I 
put forward ray proposition that the sales tux should he passed only 
for three years. If after three years, when it is expected the war will 
be over and the normal state of things will return, you find further 
necessity for this Act yon may re-enact this measure as you have 
re-enacted the other Finance Act that was passed by the old Govern- 
ment as a temjjorary measure. 

Sir, with these argtiments J would press my motion for the considera- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker. Sir, I beg to 
sujjport both the amendments proposed by my friend Mr. Mullick on 
behalf of Dr. Sanyal and by m\ friend Kui Hurendra Nath Chaudhuri. 
Sir, the first amendment pi'opo*.cs that the Bill .should not he put into 
operation earlier than six months after the termination of the present 
European war. Sir, we have trod upon this ejuestion at the enrlief 
stages when the motion for < irculation was iimoted and even the other 
day when the question of recommittal was disenssed. One of the 
strong arguments against this taxation measure is that the time to-day 
is not the proper context for the inijiosition (d a tax of this description. 
It is quite w'ell known, Sir, that on account of the war which has 
enveloped this country and this province big industries have c.ome to a 
state of deadlock and small industries are not even functioning as a 
desperate existence. Coniniene has come to a standstill. There it 
neither import, nor export. The result i.s that the people are not only 
not making profits out of their husiiiess, hut to a large extent husinest 
is running at a loss. 


Now, one of the remarkable features of this Bill is that profit or no 
profit the sales would be taxed. Sir, this i.s against the fundamental 
conception even of income-tax measures. Now', such a taxation measure 
could be permitted certainly upon the assumption that persons and 
commodities that are going to I>e taxed are able U» bear the burden 
of taxation on the ground of assumed profits, but such an assumption 
of profits would be^ entirely beside the point io-day with the context of 
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the war behind ue when all business, trade and commerce is at a 
deadlock, is dwindling, is almost fast going into liquidation. It is 
well known, Sir, — and I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister also is 
not ignorant of that, — that the prices of food-crops and ordinary 
necessaries have gone up and that is an alarming feature so far as the 
consumers are concerned the*number of which is so large. Whatever 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister may have said on the floor of the House, 
we have reasonable grounds to feel and to apprehend that ultimately 
the burden of taxation will be visited upon the consumers, the largest 
number of which are very, very p(H»r. Jn that view of the thing, Sir, 
persons who are jiurchasing their commodities for necessaries of exist- 
ence at a high price should not lie further visited by extra taxations 
in the midst of poverty and depression. 

There is also another fact. The Hou’ble the Finance Minister will 
probably jump up whenever there is mention of jute. But it is not 
merely jute but sugarciHie and other money crops are not selling to-day. 
The result is that the pockets of the poor persons are poorer and 
emptier still. So, Sir,* taking the thing from the two points of view, 
let not this taxation measure, even if this Bill is passed tonlny, be put 
into operation till the war is over. Six months is necessary for readjust- 
ment after the war period and when the or<]inaiy economi<‘ laws of 
demand and supply will come into operation, then and then will it be 
time for getting additional revenue out of this taxation and certainly 
not before that. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the amendment proposed by my esteemed 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, he has made out a very good 
case. It is one of the fundamental principles of all Finance Bilks that 
they are taken as emergency measures. If they are taken as emergency 
measiires, the period should also be limited in proportion to emergency 
consideration. Mr. Rai Chaudhuri has proposed a very reasonable 
time of three years, and after three years this House or the succeeding 
fjegislature will be in a j) 08 ition to consider the effects and the 
repercussions of this taxation Bill upon the vast millions who will be 
Affected. If then tlie Finance Minister can make out a strong case for 
A further extension of this period, he can come out with a new Bill. 
The old arguments wdll be there, and it will be time for the representa- 
tives of the electorate to consider that Bill at that time. So, Sir, I 
submit that the amendments proposed, vi*., 7 and 274, be accepted, if 
not by the ITon^ble Finance Minister, at least by the members of this 
House. 

Mr. SYffD MLALUDDIN NASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise 
to support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Mulliek on behalf of 
Hr. Sanyab Sir, you know very well anfl the world knows how anxious 
we are for the successful prosecution and the succedkful termination of t 
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the pfesent European war, for the simple reason that we are peaceful 
citiiena and we do not propose to be involved in the European war. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardt: Success for whom?) Success 
for you, for the frovernment. But at the same time. Sir. our heart 
palpitates when we read between the lines of the speech of the Prime 
Minister of England when he says that the enen»y may come at the 
gate of India. Sir, when we find in the newspapers the statement by 
Adolf Hitler and the statement by Rudolf Hess and others while they 
say that the greatest war machine of all time is ready, at that time we 
feel that our existence is no longer safe in India. (The Mr. 

H. S. Suhrawardt: Except by satyagmlui.) (Mr. Sakat Ehandra 
Bosr: Or except by clownish performances.) Sir, the condition of 
all businesses i.s topsy-turvy now. Sir, look at the business of jute; 
look at the business of paddy and rice f* look at the business of jiiece- 
goods in India, particularly in Calcutta. Owing to war situation 
nothing is at rest. It is only wise for the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to wait till the successful prosecution of the w'ur. At least 
we can expect from the Finance Minister that he will not wage war 
against the people of India by passing this Bill at a time when the 
co-operation of Indians is urgently needed by the British Government 
in England, 

iSir, the suggestion made by my friend Mr. Mullick is very pertinent 
from another point of view. The life of the present Government, parti- 
cularly the life of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, expires on the Ist 
of April, 1942. God alone knows whether it will be exteiide<l or not, 
but let u.H think in the ordinary course the life of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister will be finished on the Ist of April, 1942. Sir, (iod alone 
knows whether he will come to pow'er again. I wish that he does not 
come to power. In that case. Sir, he will have no responsibility. Let 
the sales tax be introduced and given effect to after the successful 
termination of the war. As I read the speech of the Prime Minister 
of England, there is a possibility that this war will be terminated in 
the year 1942, if not earlier. But we wish we could terminate it in 
April, 1941. 

Mr« SPEAKER* You have given tw'o months’ grace! 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: We are still in the winter 
season and consequently two months ahead. 

Sir, I |bink that from both points of view it will be wise for the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to agree to the proposal of Mr, Mullick. It 
will be difficult, if not impossible, for the Government to realise the 
sales tax as long as the war continues. Nobody knows, and nobody 
ean say with oeftainty, what will be the condition of India in March 
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or April next. Nobody knowe, and nobody can say with certainty, 
that to-morrow bombs may not fall on this city of Calcutta because' the 
danger signal has already been given by the Prime Minister of England. 
Therefore, it will be wise for the Hon^ble Minister in charge to find out 
some other ways of securing money for meeting the deficit of the 
budget. Sir, is it too much to expect from this Government that 
during this war in which India is directly and indirectly involved — 
we are a belligerent country and we cannot deny that — there will be 
no further taxation when every avocation of life is disturbed, parti- 
cularly business. Therefore, Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to agree to the proposal made by Mr. Mallick. 


Mauivi ABDUL WANED:.. 

^ c“t^ ^ “dm am 

G ^ ^ 

^ iTPn ^rcr^ 

capi TOT ^ TOT a 

>Q c^h aTOR (7T^ ^ 'aNH f^jp[ I 

aR ^rftr grd ^ m 5lt%nr i wmrtntjrdrr 

apn fro, ^ to "W. uRm^mrc'Pr ^ i 

^ af!5f Itj (7ro5 f^CTc^ I aras wtw ^ 

wHPr ’PR ^TPri frorf^ i ^5f? 

trf^ri3Ri TOT Itoc^ I ^ 

to, to ^ ^ fro 

wcTO I ofwrc® ^ (yri^m 

am tprs i 

TO i v|(^ ^•s.m wmrPmrud^ 

^air;jpftirt^mr ^ ^ cmr^ ^ ^ to ^ 

m, ^ (?nc^ fV(% to ^ k? 

cwpl TOT VSilCVf^ ^ CdTPF "JCl^ ^ ^ ^ 

towf firati i .vii^ tffeto fmw# 

CPh to— cvR ^ i 

m ' 

Tha Han'Mt Mr. H. t. SHURAWARPV:'^ C<r^ I 

MwiWI ABDUL WANED: >P5t*l1% >110!^—^ W® 5l> 

CT ’lit ’IC51W5H cw*itc^SrcJ| p<c^ ¥c» >rt> ^(fSrt *1HWH 

tw i w ’n Ptti. ^ WMcn iTO «»ifii 'itSr *iini mWi *»lt . / 
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^urt^r ^nu5 c^ c^tnr f% 

'•RV! I ^ iTTF i*|9|fl ^ (?r «4'<lr5r» 

'•Pm ’iR? cn*> ^ I f¥| c’ltsRtif c»rc^ feiof i 

’Fof^ ’rfm — tor 5® firpR ^ 
^ dt\ I ’•ftTOr 4tf^ fro C5h v^rnpr 1 

TOR ^ TOS^ <N CStTOf? ctw ^ lRf%, TO ftuR TOR 

c6^ K^ tor:^ I ^TO?r Itofsic^ 4tf^ (?Rpr (3h to Tor 

TO ^n:5f R c5fTOR C$1 dv fro ^ TO c$ttor cw fiFJTR 
Tor (^ ^ TOc$ TR 1 TOr ^ csh to i 

TO? Tor ?^$3r yv TO^ ^fror cfRTO 

TOT ?? TO-stl C?r^ ^ tff^STOR ?t‘#<1ar CTOrf^ 1 TOr^ TOT 

Tor ^lf% cr3?i ^ I c? Tot c^tt;^ c^ #si to 

CTI^TOT ?f? ^ il^3 5TOT TOR #rif^ RR ^oftTOS t$ft ?T?$ 7C? iR 
gl^tol ?^RT? To I 

. TOfl? »r5T-^f% TOR — TOr^ 4? tow? to sir? ?cv ’tcv 
^ TO? Rtf^ ?tor$R TOTR w:^ fto$t? ^ c^rw '^u^\ 

Tot ’ft? TO? wyrif ftto? »rw?i |p toi , % toi c?c^ to^nn? i 

TOTO CTOto ?t? i}?r TTR C?^ ^Wl, ^??l ?FC?Cf I ?^?f? toji? 

TOn ftjpw? to? Rfc^ I c? 9f?"t ^a?i. ?r$ *tTO 

C?R to? 3T? *fT? ^ <1TO, R ’t??!? ^rto?R I ?t:^ ^ 

?t?t?«t ^ TO TO 'il^* TOJt&r? ??7 TORT 'il?^ ?C4fi[TO 

?t:TO C? TOT Rto TOC5>H TO$ TOIt?t?lC«t? ?C?T f?CTO 

(TO to, 'it?! (TT^ <ltot? TOV? I ?tR^ C? il^?t? 
w? TO ir?l vilRT^ ?! »lJ?Ffrl cfefT ?to tow w?- 

?t?t?r«t? I ?? ?fTOft it?i I i}^ ? ( ? ! <;? >• ? ^ TO ^ I 

TO (Rl*^ to ?pft (R^ I c? :>^i8^ TO $RC!? ^? 5 : 58 ^ TOR 
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C^ ?t*TO WTOTOTO (Rtw? TO TO CTO? ?1 ?t:TO WTO?t?*t 
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I ^Jtt? ?f? $tC*T? TO® CTO? ?F?1 r? TOTR tor tot? •T'p 
TO?ir$ CTTf ftcTOR TOT ifet? I 

Mr, ItWAR DAS JALAMs Mr. S{>eaker, Sir, I beg to »u|>port both 
the HiiiendinentR moved by Mr. Mullick mnd Mr. Hai Chaudhuri, and in 
doing no I wiab to draw the att^btion of t|in Houae to the attuatioa 
^ tkivugb vbicb we %re paaling at preaent. The Hon’bie the Finanoe 
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Minister has already stat^ that this is a tax jon the!%oxuNUBer8, aad 
it is a fact that a portioilj^l the tape imist be passed on to the consumers. 
Then the ar^ment of the Bon*hle the Finance Minister was that if we 
can bear an increase in price on account of the war and other causes, 
why cannot we bear an increase in price of, say, pne pice per rupee 
when we are purchasing these goods? Now, Sir, tiiere are things over 
which we have no control, and there are things over which we have. 
Simply because a man has died of plague, I do not say that he should 
be made to die of it. That is not the argument which the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister should advance. Tlie whole position is whether 
the present is the time when the consumers of Bengal should bear a 
tax of this kind. 

Sir, the population of Bengal is either agricultural or*mainly con- 
sists of persons who are service-holders, mostly drawing small 
salaries or rather, I should say, of classes who eke out their living 
by getting whatever they can in the offices of European firms or in 
Government services or in^ like ways. So far as the cultivators are 
concerned, my friends opposite know quite w;ell that the prosperity of 
the cultivators depends upon the price of jute. And that is the reason 
why Government have been moving heaven and hell in order to raise * 
the price of jute, but Government have not been able to succeed so far, 
because the forces which are controlling its price are such that it is 
rather impossible for (b^vernment to control it. At present the price 
of jute depends upon the export and the quantity that we can export 
to foreign countries. Export of jute has been curtailed and will remain 
curtailed for a long time to come. So far as the British Government 
is concerned, it has already stated in clear and unequivocal terms that 
this war, if they want t(j win. is going to ia.st for several years, and that 
the coming spring is going U) see a va.st offensive in submarine warfare, 
and unless the British Government is provided with new ships by the 
year 1942, it will he impossible for the British Government to continue 
its tnide and commerce in the world. Now, these factors go to show 
that if the war is prolonged during the next twt) or three years, the 
amount of jute which we can export will not be very much. We 
depended upon the extra consumption of jute on account of the war, 
and we found that there was a brisk demand when the war broke out. 
But now we find that in brder'to slscve the people from air attacks atod 
for the purposes of war, jute is not required so much as it had been 
required for trench warfare during the last war. Therefore, we come 
to this conclusion, that so far as the demand side of jute is oonoemed, 
if the war lasts longer which it must, if our British friends are going 
to win it, then in that case we must be prepared for the next two or 
three years to see that the export of jute would be negligible. 

So far as the supply of jute is concerned, of course a scheme of 
regulation is going to be enforced iiext year. But 1 may tell you 
even now that in spite of all schemes for the regulation of this crop^ ^ 
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you ^lit rest aasured tlial the suuply is going to be much greater than 
what you are expecting* it to be. You oaanbt control "the adjoining 
provinces o! Bihar and Assam; at the same time whatever the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister might say, those who have got experience of 
trade and commerce can predict that the expectations of the Hon*ble 
the Finance Minister are not going to be true 

Tho Hon’bio Mr, H. 8# 8UHRAWARDY: Expectations in what? 

Mr. I8WAR DAS «IALAN: That the amount of the next year’s 
crop will be regulated to the extent that the (iovernment desires. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Well, we shall see. 

Mr. I8WAR DAS ilALAN: Therefore, 1 say, so far as the price of 
jute is concerned, you may rest assured that for the next few years it 
ia not going to rise to {he point that has been hoped for, but that it 
will remain at a low level and that the purchasing capacity of the agri- 
culturists will thereby be ati'ected. So far as the service-holders are 
concerned, I should say that the price of every article that they are 
now purchasing ha.s increased; that prices of all miscellaneous goods 
have increased several fold. The price of jute which the agriculturists 
sell has gone down, but the prices of all articles which they consume 
have gone up. The agriculturists are therefore doubly affected. So 
far as the service-holders are concerned, there is no prospect of any 
increase in their salaries. Whatever salary they are now drawing 
they will continue to draw, but they will have to pay more for the 
articles that they consume. At present the position of the bh^ralog 
classes in Bengal, and especially of the Hindu hhadralog classes, is 
such that graduates and M.As. are dying of starvation, and you want 
that such persons whose income is, say, Rs. 20 a month, should pay 
more. It would certainly be a hardship on him even to pay one pice 
in every rupee as a tax to Government. Therefore, we say that the 
present is not the proper lime for levying a tax of this nature which 
will ultimately fall heavily oi^.liiie eonsumer. Even the European 
Party was against this tax on the ground that because the war is going 
on, therefore, more and more demands on the people wdll be there, so 
far as the war purposes are concerned. Of course, they have splice 
revised their policy and, rightly or wrongly^ they are now going to 
support tfap Government, although according to their own * statement 
in this House, (his is not the time for levying a tax of this nature. The 
war has not ceased to exist, and the war demands are still there. The 
only thing that has happened is that under the pressure of Government 
^ the European Party has changed their attitude— 
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Mr. if^EAKERs But 1 was just hearitig that GoTemmaat hiM 
changed their attitude on the pressure of »the European Group. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 4ALANt It might happen, Sir, that the customs 
duty or dfher duties or taxes may bring in more revenues to Govern- 
ment, and Government may not require this tax; but even if Government 
do require it, then there is no harm in bringing forward a measure of a 
similar nature in future and get that passed by the House. That is the 
reason, Sir, why I support both the amendments, and I ask the Govern- 
ment if not from the point of view of dealers, because so fares the dealers 
are concerned they will be more or less like post offices to pass on this 
tax to the consumers, but from the point of view of the poor millions 
of Bengal, not only the cultivators but also all those poor service- 
holders who are eking out their existence by serving in offices and other 
places. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 must confess to 
a feeling of surprise, if not of astonishment, at the change of outlook 
of my friends opposite. I was agreeably surprised to find that my 
friends opposite realise that the war is almost at our doors, and that 
it is incumbent upon us to' support the British in their prosetmtion of 
the war, ami that on their victory <lepends our own peace and safety. 
I was, however, disagreeably .surprised to find. Sir, that my honourable 
friends opposite have not yet realised that even while the war is on, 
the work of the nation must proceed ainl the nation-building depart- 
ments must progress, and wliether we have a war or no war, we must 
try and develop our national services and ameliorate the condition of 
our pe<}j)le to the heat of our ability. (Mr. Atvi. Krishna Ghose: By 
iaxutiou !) 

Now, Sir, it would seem that my friends ojiposit^' have now more 
compunction for Ihe war aiul desire that there should be a greater 
endeavour to support the Government in the prosecution of the war 
than for providing money for the nation-building departments. If I 
had felt that the money saved liy the abandonment of this taxation 
prtvposals would be spent by the getlemen opposite to help the British 
in the prosecution of the war, perhafis*! mi^ht have revised ray views 
in regard to this species of taxation. (Rai HARENinu Nath 
Chaithhuri : Nobody said that.) ^ 

Bai Hare]pdra Nath^haudhuri has given us instanoes of other 
eountri3a"*lvbich have levied taxation only temporary periods. He 
has cited ,^the instance of Germany — I do not know whether the taxa- 
iim tipple is^lemporary bir not I think it is of a very permanent nature; 
it 1$ ccmtiiiuing from year tb year ; there have been changee in^ the 
amount, figure and the percentage, but it is contintti^g — but I submit, 
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it is not a sufficient parallel. So far as our Provincial Oor- 
eran^t is oonoemed, the sales tax is almost the only method of taxa- 
tion At our disposal by which we can hope to raise a substantial 
amount of money. If we were an autonomous ©bvernment, then we 
could have taxes of other kinds; we might have increased the export 
and import duties; we might li;ive levied a higher rate of income-tax; 
we might have tried other measures, but with a Provincial Govern- 
ment like ours, the sales tax is almost the only remedy to which we 
can resort, particularly in periods of depression. 1 would like honour- 
able members of the House to note that whenever a sales tax Itns been 
imposed, it ^s not l>een imposed at a time when everything was 
flourishing, but it has been imposed during periods of depression. (Uai 
Harenoba Nath CHArimuKr : That is our argument.) 

Now, Sir, if we find that we have too much money at our disposal, 
if after we have tappped other measunvs of taxation, there is plenty 
of money which we do not know how to spend, then 1 Imve not the 
least doubt that the Finance Ministers who will come after me will so 
regulate taxation as to bring the income within the amount of expendi- 
ture, leaving of course a fair sum for reserves. Hut that is a matter 
for the future. 8o far as the pre.sent is concerned, we cannot avoid 
this taxation at all. My friend points out that ther^ has been a 
temporary deterioration under the head “Customs” ami some day or 
other the finances will be much better, and we hliall have more money 
from the (a'ntre and more money from the jute proct»eds. This argu- 
ment is plausible, and it would have been correct if the income of this 
Government was at any time sufficient to meet the ordinary expense^. 
As a matter of fact, tlie income of this (lovernmebt is per capita less 
than the income of any other province and ha.s never been sufficient to 
meet that standard of administration which a reasonably run Govern- 
ment ought to meet. 

Sir, I do not know whether 1 need refer to Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
SanyaFs argument, because he has contradicted himself over and over 
again. On the one hand, be said that traders would lose if this tax was 
levied and therefore it was iniquitous, and then after that be said that 
the tax will be paid by the consumers. Now if the tax is paid by the 
trader, what do^l it matter whether there is profit or nq profit to the 
trader? He simply passes on the tax which he has collected from the 
consumer. (Mr. Aim ffikisiuiA Ghose: What a fine argument!) 

A^bdul Wahed Mia of Bokainagar has in a way justified the name 
which he so proudly bears. (Laughter from the Coalition Barty 
Benches.) S** 

Mr. AtUL KRISHNA GHOtES On a point of order, Sir. Dom^ 
the Hon*ble Minister know that there are ctunmoSities like himmi and 
jabiJtuium oil which are sold at the v^ry same prices at which the 
dealers bny Uten^ from the manufactureref 
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Tilt Htn'bl# Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am fully aware of tliat: 
Mr. Bokainagari states that in anticipation of this tax the prices of 
commodities that are going to taxed have gone up and he cites as an 
instance that the price of salt has gone up from five pice to six pice 
or seven pice. Now, Sir, everyone, who has read this Bill knows — of 
course I do not expect Abdul Wahed Mia of Bokainagar to read this 
Bill (Mr. JooESH Chandra Gupta: Why not?) — that salt has bwn 
exempted from taxation. If^’the price of salt has gone up, it must 
hjftve gone up for other reasons. I have not the least doubt that if 
there is increase in price or fluctuations jn price, the increase or decrease 
is due to economic reasons and has nothing whatsoever ^^^o with this 
proposed taxation. ' 

Mr. Jalan has put forward arguments which go against the imposi- 
tion of the tax, and not in favour of the amendments. I think those 
arguments have already been met by me on previous occasions. 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, there are two other 

amendments, namely, Nos. 237 and 238. 

Mfi 8PEAKER: Amendment No. 237 has not been moved, while 
amendment No. 238 is out of order. 

The motion of Srijut Ashutosh Mullick that in clause 1 (J), in 
line 1, after the words “such dale,” the words “not being earlier than 
six months after the termination of the present European war” be 
inserted, was then gipt and a division taken with the following result; — 

AYES— 60. 

Jalaa. Mr. I. o. 

4«iiik AH Mijaniar, Hailvi. 

KiM«. Hr. Nits. 

Mill, Hr. ASvtHa Rvinar. 

Haaial, Hr. Aiarita Lai. 

Haalmnamia IMaaiaNSI, HaataM HS. 

Hastai Naaala, Hr. 

Hawaii. trUat AaSataaS. 

Naalitr, Hr. HtM SlM«Sra. 

MaMLar AH, Hr. tfi. 
lUMluMMiB Akmtit Hr. 

1^. Hr. Mara Sittwlra. 

Ray, nr.maa toakar. 

Ray. Hr. HaaaMMui Ratk. 

•aayaL Hr. taaHHH iaklwr. 

•m, Hr. Atat MwASra. 

•aa. Rai takaiar Itgaali smaSra. 

•aa-Rapla, Hn. RaWa. '' 

ShakaSaS, Hr. 
tlMUBtaSito Akaiai. Hr. H. 
liatka. laka Ktkatra Ratk. 
tiaka, Mtat HaataHra MMMau 
Tkakar. Hr. Praantta Raalaa. 

WiMar Rakaaa. HaaM. 
lawaa, Hr. A. H. A. « 


Akkal Wakta, Maalvi. 

4ka Naitala farUr, Haalvl. 

Aial Pait, Mr. H4. 

AkMf« Kkam Mr. lytS. 

AtiaiaMla AkaMS, Mr. 
taatrH, Mr. P. 

•aaarll. Mr. latya Prtya. 

•araia. Saaa Praaikail 
■araiaa, Saka tkyaiaa Praaai. 
•kawMlk. Or. Saklaia ftfcaaSra. 
iiiwat. Oaka Lakaom Ranyaa. 
OHwklb Mr. laraaAra Ratk. 

•aaa, Sh. larat Okaadra. 
Skakrakarly, Hr. SaMaira Ratk. 
•kaaikirl, Ral Naraadra Ratk. 
OaA Mr* H aaa w iia a . 

Owiapta. taka HlaoM^ Ratk. 
Oaa •apta.ikl|at Rartain Ratk. 
OalaL Hr. Naraadra Ratk. 
iMdadal Naaaa, KaaL 
•kaaa, Hr. Atal miakaa. 

Rifa (MBMI RHMMnU 

•aptk, Hr. Aik 

Memerb Hr 

l a l alad di a W a i^i M y* Mr* >iad. 
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MM Mil, Mm* M. 

MM IKM Mr. Mn. 

MM NMi VIIUMpMl, HmM M. 

AiM HtMli, «r. A. M. 

AMiAAMlf MMil. 

AiMMMM.tvti. 

A t M U al MtliWMi. Mr. 

AMmtMmm. Kfea« tafeMw a. r. a. 

AfeM SawfcM aauMi, Mr. 

AMw RMiMtC «Mtfi H«. 

AMw KM. KInm iii^M MMvl •. 

AMur KM. KfcM MMM Muii. 

AM«r Ruttk. MaMvi 
AMm MmImH Htalvi M«. 

AMM Rtta MM»«li«nr. Kfeu ROMir HaML 
AM HMiIm, HMwL 
AM MMla AfeMi, Mr. 

AM Qsmm Maalvl. 

Aftek AII.Mr. 

AkMi AU MrMta, Maalvl. 

Akaai Naaaia. Mr. 

AKataMa AkaM. Kkaa MMar MaaM. 
AaOaalak. Kkaa taMk MaaM. 

Amk AN Mia, Maahrt M. 

, Aawarai AMai. Kkaa RakaM Mi. 

AskrafaN. Mr. M. 

AMai NaMala Kkaa. Kkaa Kaiaiar MaaM. 
AikarAII,MaaM. 

KairaMala. Mr.lfti* 

•Irkaifrt, lir Naarf, tart 
Riavas. Mr. RaaM UL 
i k i ppa aia la. Mr. 4. W. 

Oaa, Ral laklk Kirtt Rkaaaa. 
likar, Mr. Uaaairaaatk. 
rarkai Rata ikawikary. Mr. M. 
farkat Raaa Kkaaaai. Ragaai. 
raaial Naa. tka Naa*kla Mr. A. K. 
f aalal Raaik, Kkaa iakaiar Maalvl. 
raitaf R akawa. Mr. (Oaaaa|. 
faMar RakaM. Mr. (MfaMaatofk). 
iMiiag, Mr. D. 

•HMtka^Mr.o. 

tfiiaiMa AkaMi Rkaaikary. Alkai|. 

Kak M aRa fc, Ika Naa Ma Raaak RakaM K.. at 
Raaaa. 

NaiMr. Mr. R. R. 

VMMMfli WWVIa 

NaariiaiMa Akaai^ Kkaa taklk- 
Miia R laa, Mr. K. a. 



Na«lda|a.Mr.R.i. 

•Miry, Mr. RavM. 

NkfvMi, Mr. Raftrt. 

NIrtaal, Mr. M. A. r. 

MaMMa AkMai, Kkaa RakaM MaaM. 
KakthMila Kkaa. Kkaa ia kai ar MaaM. 
KaatMM Mina, kakikaaia Raaraa iak lyai. 

Kaaraijii ilr. i. R. 

MaRratar. Mr. A. t. 

MaiaaiMa AkaMi. Rr. 

Mataaiiia AkaMi, MaaM. 

■auk. Or. A. M. 

Maaiai. Mr. iaaka iakarl. 

Maaiai. Mr. iagat ikaaira. 

■aairaiiia Akkaai, MaaM. 

Manaa. Mr. §.. 

rnmkm AN Mallak. MaaM M. 

MakaaiMai Afaal. Kkaa iakaiar MaaM lyai. 
Makaataui IkraMa^ Maalvt. 

MakaaiBMi fikaaaa, MaaM. 

Makaaiaiai liraN. MaaM. 

MaWik. Ikt Naa kM Mr. Makaaia Rakary. 

MaRitk, Mr. PaUa iakary. 

Maakarraff NaMala. tka Maa'Ma Nawak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

Maalapwtal Hakaa, Mr. lyai. 
Naaiy.liMNaa'klaMakaraialr«iakaaira. atOaNtaH 
kaaar. 

NataraOak. Nawalaaia K. 

Rartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Paltaa. Mr. W. i. 

Raikat. Ika Haa’Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 

Ray, Mr. Okaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr. Fatlraai. 

•aiaraiMa AkaMi. 

•atraiiia AkaMi, 
kakaka-Alaa. Mr. lyai. 
laHai, Mr. I. A. 

•aMaaa. Mr. R. M. 

•arajal litaai, Mr. 

Ikakakaiila. Mr. Kkwaja, lAI. 

IkaaMaiila AkaMi Kkaaifcar. Mr. 

•iaalalr. Mr.i.R, 

IMar. Oaka Utta Maaia. 

•aiMk. Mr. N. irakaat 
MaHar, Mr. i. N. 

•tavaa, Mr.i. W. o. 

•akraarariy. tka Nap'Ma Mr. M. i. 

TaM Mk iMa Kkaa, Ika Nak'Ma Mr. 

TaM AkaMi tkaaik ar y, MaaM« ill. 
Walfcar.Mr.W.A.*M. 

Yaaaf AN kkaaika^, Mr. 


(S^Sfbre announcing the result.) 

Hr* SPEAKERS;*! am korry Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ali if not 
here. He left the Chamber after I closed the division. So his vot# 
will ha excludad. 

The Aye« beini? 50 and the N<>e« 101, Ihatmotion waa loot. 
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The motion of Bai Harendra Nath Ghaudhuri that after the word 
“appoint” at the end of eub-cl^oae ( 3 ) of clause 1 the following words 
be added, via. — 

“and shall remain in force for three years from that date.” 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYei--47. 

^•lafaiiSia HMlMMy, ■r.lyii. 

•JalM. Hr.I.D. 

JmbS All MalmNtf. MmM. 

KBfSs, Mr. Mtiatfea a«Hi. 

Mali, Mr. ASwaNa Kanar. 

Maaial, Mr. Aurtta Lai. 

Maalfaoaaim iMaaiafeaSi, Maataaa M. 

MaNlak, trilat Athataai. 

Raak«; Mr. Naai Okaaira. 

Naatkar AU, Mr. Syai. 
iaarftaMia AknaS, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Raf. Mr. Niraa iaakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Raik. 

•aayal, Mr. taaaaka takkor* 

•aa, Mr. Atal OkaaOhi. 

•aa, Ral iakaiar iataak Okaaira. 

•aa-iayla, Mn. Rama. 
tkakaOaii, Mr. 

OkiBMaiiia AkONi, Mr. H. 
tiaka, Orijal Maa.aOra Rkaaaa. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaialka Raajaa. 
laaiaa, Mr. A. M A. 


NOir-M. 


AMoI Aili, Maalaaa MO. 

AMU Nafta, Mr. Hina. 

AOOal HiMvL 

Akom Nikln Vlkfa«o«rt, MaoM HO. 

AOial NaartO, Hr. A. M. 

AMalHaMMr.tyai. 

AMORa-AI MakaiaaO, Mr. 

AkOirRaliMa, Rkaa RakaOar A. f. H. 

AOOar RaaakW MalmRoO. Mr., 

AOOar R a ak aa O , Maatrl MO. 

AOiar Raol, RNM HaaM 0. 

Akiwr Raaf, Kkaa RakaOar tfeak. 

AOOMr Ranaks MMrtfl. 
AMnilMlMa0..9MMHi. 

AOMw Ran OO ^O k a i y. Rkaa R afc aO tr MaaM. 
..AMMaaOHasMaaial. 

AOal Maaaia AkaiaO, Hr* 

AiilRaaiaaLMaaM.'; 

AIMAAMr. 

ARoMiAHHRoaaeHaalal. 

Aiuaat Manias Mr. 

aSmiK 

Amr AM Mia. MaaM MO. 

Aaanm AOka, KRaa Rafeam MS, 
AahnlaH.Mr.M. 


AalaO Maaaala Kkaa, Rkaa Rikaiar MaaM. 

Aakar AN, MaaM. 

RaOraOOala, Hr. OyaO. 

RMaiyra, Hr Haary, Rail 
Rlaaaa, Hr. Railk Lai 
OkMonOala^ Mr. 0. W. 

Rai Ral lakM KMI Rkaaaa. 
ranao Raia OkavOkary, Hr. H. 

Parkat Raaa Hkanai, Rnaai. 

PaMal Naf , tfca Naa^ Hr. Ae K. 

PaMal QaaOIr, Kkaa Rak aO a r MaaM. . 

PaMar RalHaaa. Mr. IPaaaaK 
PaMar Raknaa, Mr. |HyaNnMgk|e 
RkMORl, Mr. R. 

^yaiaOOki AkMMMRkaaOkaiys ARHOi. 

MakMaRak. tka Hn*kli RavaklRakaOar K^ al 
Ram. 

Makaaoon Okiana ii HaakH. 

NaariOaOiki Aka^ Kkn kakM. 

HanHMa, Mr. K. A. 



AkOal WakaO, Maalvl. 

Aka Hamla Oarkar, MaaM. 
AkalPaal, Mr. MO. 

AkOMO Kku, Mr.Oyn. 

/MtaiaOOfa AkaMi, Mr. 
RaaarUMr.^. 

•aaarJl Mr.OalyaNya. 

Raraia, Rake Praaikarl. 

Raraiaa, Raka Ikyaaia PfOMM. 
Rkaaraitk, Or. koklaOa OknOra. 
Rlavai, tna UMkaN Rarayn. 
RMwai, Mr.OarMMra Ralk. 
R 0 M,Mr.iariiekn«rk. 
•kakmarly. Hr. OallaOra Ralk. 
•kaaOkarl, Ral MamOra Ran. 
OaiMr. Maaankn. 

On iapia, Raka KkafoaOra Ran. 
On Rapli, OrUal Ramora NMk. 
^aM, Mr. Ramora Ran. 
laMaOal Maoaa, Kaal. 

Rkaaa, Mr. AM KiMkaa. 

•apU, Mr.OataakOknOn. 

•apla, Mr. 0. R. 

Naan AN OkavOkary, Mr. j|iO. 
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'mm Mr- 

IKIMMi fiftMMivilL 

KWiWiMi Ifn, HMiflii k>f Hfc tfH. 
K iwt Hl , Mr. 1. 1. 

Mtl n girt Mr. 1. 1. 



MmiM Miktfili MNlMi4n, il 

i M um i i , ■ i wrt ii H K. 

«««■■• Mr. H, I. 

HMm. Mr. W. t. 

RMtol. Mt N«rili Mr. riMtMNl m, 

■•f . Mr. MNMMt|«f . 

Un H i nm i k AfcMi. Mr. 

•l iwH Alw^ Mr. •!•«. 


MMgM, Mr. C. t.l.t. 

MmImi an HtlMli, Mavifff H. 

MiNtMMtf Aim, KfeM ■atater Murirl IftN. 
M«ha««M hlHnw, MaaM. 


MaMalt, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Makaaia MMry. 

MaMak, Mr. PaNa ■afeary. 

MaMMiraff MaiMla. tka Haa*Ma Hawak. Kkaa 
■akaNar. 

Maatagavaaal Na«aa. Mr. tyai. 


•kakakaMM, Mr. Kkwaja. •.■.!. 
tk aa w aiMa AkaMi Kkaaikar, Mr. 

•latialr, Mr.^ r. 

Ilrlar. taka UMa Haaka. 
tarilk. Hr. N. trakaat 
k pi t a r. Hr. 4. N. 

takravarif. Ifca Naa'Ma Hr. N. I. 
Taaknaila Kkaa, tka Naa'Ma He. 
TaM AkaMk tkaaikary, Maalvl HaM. 
WaMar, Hr. W. A. H. 
fatal AN tkaakkary. Hr. 


The Ay€8 being 47 and the Noes 94, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill waa then put and 
agreed to. * 


Clmue 2, 

Mr, MD, ABUL FAZLS Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 (h) 
(/), in line 3, after the word '^immovable” the words “or movable” be 
inserted. 

Tfm Hon'blM Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 oppose thi» 
amendment. The contract must be restricted to immovable property. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I intend to move my amendment that 
in clause 2 (d) after the word “firm” wherever it jocours the word 
“association” be inserted 

Mr. SPEAKER. The word “person” is broad enou|fh to include 
'^association”. 1 not think this amendment is necessary. 

Mr. I8WAR DAB dALANs Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(d) , 
in line 2, after tht word “family” the word “re^hiUirly*' be inserted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 2(e), in line 2, after the word 
“securities” the words “delivery orders, railway receipts, bills of 
lading or other imrtruitients of title” be inserted. 
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TIM Hon'bto Mr. H. t. tUHSAWkRDY: Sir, 1 oppose tlie amende ' 
. DjiiniH. ^In the case of ameiidineiit No. 115, perhaps the word 
'^re^^aA)^^ does not add anything to the meaning. Regarding amend* 
meaiv^STo. ^7, all sales effected by means, of delivery orders will escape 
taxation*. ^ ' 

^ ^^^otion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that in clause 2(d), in line 2, after 
the word “family"’ the word “regularly” be inserted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that in clause 2(e), in line 2, 
after the word “securities” the words “delivery orders, railway 
receipts, bills of lading or other instruments of title” be inserted, was 
then put and lost. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(/), 
line 2, after the word “Act” the words “and passed by both Houses 
of the Bengal Tiegislature” be inserted. 

Clause 2(/j says that “pre8cril)ed’' means prescribed by rules 
made under this Act. But the rules which (Government w'ant to lay 
down should be passed by both the Houses of Legislature before they 
are enforced. The word “prescribe” in clauvse 2d with regard to rules 
to be framed by (Jovernment refers to the taxable quantum. This 
should be passed before the rules are promulgated. Then again, clause 
2d (If) is also important. It says “proportion referred to in sub-clause 
(n) of clause (t) of section 2.” (c) savs “the other sales, turnover 

in respect of which may be deducted from a dealer’s gross turnover in 
computing his taxable turnover a.s defined in section 5.’’ This is also 
important. Then again (/), which says “the intervals at which, and 
the mann er ’n which, the tax under this Act shall be payable.” This 
is also important. Then again (/<), which says “the classes of dealers, 
other than registered dealers who shall furnish the returns required by 
siib-section (2) of section 8.*’ This is also important. Then again 
(/), which says “(he manner of assessment under section , This is 
also important. Then there are (;), (k), (kk), (/), (//), (w/), (?»), (o) and 
(p). All these are most important things. The applicability of these 
should be well discussed in this House before the orders are pro- 
mulgated by Government. So I move my motion for tbe acceptance 
of tbe House. 

Mr. SABANKA 8EKHAR BANYAL: Sir, I beg to support this 
motion on a question of principle. Our object in supporting this motion 
is that uowadaya particularly in our province the rules have become as 
much a substantive portion of legislation as the'stctions themselves 
are, and if it is necessary to have the sections passed through a House 
of legislature 

Mr. BFEAKEfIS Mr. Mullick says that it is sometimes more. 
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Mr. MSANKA iEKHAR tANYALs I am coming to that, 

I thank Mr. Mullick. Sir, if it is necessary for the ProvinataitOaYer^ 
ment to spend su much money by summoning the Houses of^LegiatatUTe ^ 
in order to have the sections and clauses discussed and (ho!%dl)slaaliye 
clauses passed by both Houses, it is equally necessary that ffte 
which are going to have the force pf law should be discussed tta till 
door of this House, and it is also notorious that sometimes in the pre- 
paration of the rules, Government goes beyond the scoiie <»f the Aoi 
itself, and the result is that uncontemplated and undesired provisions 
will be introduced into legislation through the back-door of the rule- 
making power. I thank the Hon'ble Mr. Mullick for saying that the 
rules sometimes go more than the Act. There is an example which 
relates to the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act itself. For example, 
in section oo of the Agricultural Debtor.s Act, Government was 
empowered to frame rules for the purpose of carrying out the purposes 
of the Act, but the Legislature did not create different judicial forums 
for the purpose of determining awards, and what did Government doP 
Government introduced a new forum, namely, the Collector, who shall 
determine whether cases within Rs. 5,(KH1 and Its. 25, (KK) should go 
to the Board. So far as the rule is concerned, it is clear, namely, that 
it gives (iovernmeiit power in order to determine the limit of the debt 
which can he detennined by Boards, but the rules do not authorise 
Government to create new forums which will involve certain new things 
within the meaning of the Act. The “Collector’* does not exist within 
the four comers of the Act except as a supervising authority under 
rule 92 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, but new things have 
happened and, as has been described in better places, the rule-making 
power is a new despotism which should l>e the last thing to be given 
by a democratic Legislature to Government, because a Government, 
however well constituted it may be, have always got a tendency to ride 
rough-shod over certain things. I notice that the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister fs smiling, but it is well known that whenever you have a 
imwer you have a tendency to misuse that power. Here we are to check 
you and brake you. So the rules must be passed by l>oth Houses, so 
that we can pass our opinion upon them, and we can make Govern- 
ment wiser by our amendments. For example, Sir, the HonTde 
Mr. Suhrawardy is daily becoming wiser by our ainendmetits and is 
tabling new amendments every day. So, Sir, if the rules are placed 
before the House, we shall make Government wiser by our 
suggestions. 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. H. t, tUHRAWAJlOYl Sir, on a previous 
occasion on the flfmr of this House, we* discussed the limitations 
Government in framing rules. 1 oppose this amendment. It is neces- 
sary that power khould rest with Government to frame and amend the 
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TuleM. The ruleK are all first published for opinion, and 1 haTe not the 
laast .doubt that at that moment if my friends have any jfood sugg'es- 
■tions to offer they can do so, and Government will profit by their 
suggestions. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2(/), line 2, after 
the word **Act” the words “and passed by both Houses of the Bengal 
Legislature” be inserted, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AMtl WsM, MMhrt. 

AN Nrktr. Masitl. 

AiMi rul. Mr. MS. 

ASMttf KImm, Mr. tytl. 

AMaNiUi AfcnMl, Mr. 

SMtrll, Mr. S. 

MMtrll. Mr. Nlft Srlfa. 

Mtr««, SaN frtahart. 

MATMta atfev IftSM SrtiN. 
•tevalfc. Or. aNtoN ONMrt. 

OtSi Uktilflil NarAfta. 
•lAwtA, Mr. •■rAASm NaIA. 

Maaa, Mr. lATAl ONAinu 
OtaferANrly, Mr. NONni NaUi. 
•NsilHirt. RaJ HArNMTA NaIA. 
Maa. Mr. MnmaAm. 

Btl NaiKa, OaN KNfAAirA NaIA. 
Oai tAplA, irijil NArtAiTA NaIA. 
f mSaSaI Nasaa. KaiI. 

•Aaia, Mr. AlAl KriiAAt. 

•iflA, Mr. 4 . N. 

Maau All ONwAAan, Mr. lytS. 


AYEI ~43. 

JAtalASilA NASAiAiy, Mr. tfAS. 
NIaa Mr. I. 0. 

JaaaA All MAjAAMAr. MAAlvI. 
NAAN, Mr. NtoAHN NaIA. 

MaJI. Mr. ASwaHa Kaaiat. 
MaaAaI, Mr. AAirtta LaI. 

MaaNI NaaaIa. Mr. 

MaWaA, IrllAl AiAaIaaA. 

NAtAtr, Mr. Haai OAAAiTA. 
NaaiAat All, Mr. IfAS. 

NAf , Mr. OAArA ONASra. 

Nty, Mr. KirAA lAAkar. 

Ntjr Mr. MAAAittN NaIA. 
lAAyAl, M. lAAAAlui AtANr. 

Na, Mr. AIaI OtaairA. 
•AA^Apla, Mrt. NaWa. 
•NAaSaU, Mr. 

•NamaMIa AAamA, Mr. MS. 
•IaAa, IrtlAl MAAlAtfra NAaaaa. 
TAaAar, Mr. PraaiatN NaaJaa. 
Zaama, Hr. A. H. A. 


NOEI— ft. 


AMaI AiIa, MaaIiaa M«. 

AMAl Nail. Mr. MlriA. 

AAial NAAkA, MaaM. 

AMaI NAAIm VIAnMMOil* MaaIvI M4. 

AMaI NamW, Mr. A. M. 

AMM MaIM, Mr. aytA. 

AMaNa-AI MaAamaA. Hr. 

AMat NaAauia, KAm NakaiAr A. r. M. 

AMat NaatAW MaAsmaA, Hr. 

AMar NaaAaaA, MaaM AM. 

AASat NaaI. KAaa NaAaNr HmM t. 

AAAat NaaI, RNa NAkANr ANA. 

AMaA tNAfAA, HaaNI ha. 

AANr Naaa SAtArSAAry, KAaa laAAiAr M aa NL 
AAaI NAAAiai, HaaIvI. 

AAaI NaaaIa AAmaS. Mf. . 

AAaI OAAAAAI* HAAtVi 


AaM NanaIa KNa, KAaa OaAaiAr MaaM. 
Altar Ail, MaaM. 
l aimA A tlA, Mr. AytA. 

NlrAaiyrA, Hr Naary, iart 
OAMtaAS A lA. Hr. A. W. 

Daa, Nal taAlA KIrN NAaaaa. 

ParAaA Naaa •AaviAary, Mr. H. 

PatAaI Naaa Ktaaaai, Nagaiu 
f aMaI HAf, tta Naa*Ma Mr. A. K. 

PaalAi QaaMt. KAaa SaAaAAr HaaAH. 

PaalAr NakaMA, Hr. (Oataal. 

Paatair NaAamm. Mr. IHyaMMlAgk}. 

NiAta tA i. Hr. 0 . 

NfNMAa, Hr. «. 

•yta A tal A AAAMi S A AA A A A iy. ANMU. 

HaAMaA, tta NWAIa Kama Ntaaiar lU aI 


ANaAAH, Hr. 
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« 

iiapnPHB Km^i KMPi vMMRr MWfl* 

MM Ai Mm. taMMB Ktwaa Ml tfti. 

Kiwn». •>*!»•» 

Maf«|K»Mr.A.A. 

MniM aimmA or. 

MtwiM Aiwwi, tMW. 

MAfe. 0 r.A.M. 

■Mii Hr. Mn MMrt. 

■Mil Mr. JBgitl ttaairi. 

■mItHM AkkMi, MmIvI. 

■•MmM ah, KIuui MiMiBr. 

MlVM, Hr. OJ.!. 

MM AH ■•■■II, ■•■HI ■. 

■■Maai Aim, KM MliaiBr ■••M $fi. 
■■■•■•Mi UmMM, MbIvI, 

MlMBIBMi Mmm* MmIvI. 

MAuBBiaH liraR, ■•Bhrl. 

■bHM, M NbbM M. MBltBBkB MMfy. 
■bHMi. Mr. PbHb Hstary. 

■BtkBrTBff NBMaiB, Hm Hbb'M* RMiBb, Khu 
iaImiBr. 

■■•tBgBwm NBfM, Mr. 


NBirtfiM NbbM MMIB HMMin, Bl 

rtMM.W.t. 

■bIIibI, Hm MmM m. Hibmibm M. 

■•y, m, DlMBBBltf. 

tBHf B ii l B AfeBM#, Mr. 
iBM-AlBM, Mr. IfM. 

•bIMb, Mr. B. A. 
tBMMB, nr. R. M. 

MlBl tolBiB, nr. 

•IhiIniBbMIb, nr. KiBBBiB, R. 1. 1. 
•RbbmbM AfBiai KMtftar, Mr. 

•IBM, Mr. 4. r. 
iMBT, RbBB UllB MBiB 
••HR, «r. N. RnM. 

•Mr, Or. 4. N. 

•BRrBVBriy, Mm Nbb*M« Mr. N. 1. 
TbibIbbMIb KRbb, tN NbbM M. 

TbM AIibmiI •MBiliBrf, MbM Mb|I. 
WaHnr. Mr. W. A. ■. 

VbbbI ah MMlMiry, Of. 


The Ayes beinfif 43 and the Noes 92, the motion was lost. 


Adjourninont. 

It hein^f 8-5 p.m. — 

Th(‘ House was adjourned at 8-5 p.m., till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the I2tb February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of tke Bengil LegialatiTe Assembly asse mbl ed 
under the provisions of the Government of India Actt 1035. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday* 
the 12th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Sir Muhammad Azizul HAQt% c.i.E., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon^ble Ministers and 197 members. 

Mr. & CRIFFITtii: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on a point of vital 
importance to the |)eoplc of Bengal, India and the British Empire. 
To-day is a declared holiday for all schools and colleges to celebrate our 
victory in Africa. 1 would, therefore, suggest that you adjourn this 
House to celebrate the event 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have heard you. You need not 
go on with your speech. 

Mr. 0. GRIFFITHS: The moral effect produced bv such an act will 
be tremendous, and will show the enemy that we are united, no matter 
what our differences are on other subjects. It must he remembered 
that Indian tnwps, our countrymen, are also co-operating with the 
Australians in Africa and we musl stand by them whole-heartedly in 
appreciating their success, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Griffiths, I am under the most painful neces- 
sity of reminding you that you are obstructing the proceedings of the 
House and the next time you do so, I shall have the painful necessity 
of exercising the power of asking you to leave the House. 

STARRED QUESnnONS 

(to which onJ answers were gi ven) 

Sditme for roorganitation of rural haalth work. 

*•3. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHESIY: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Iiocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state— 

(t) whether Government have in view a scheme for the reorgsniaa- 
tion of rural health work in some of the districts of Bengal ; 
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{ti} whetker the Oovemment kave made proviaioa in ike Budget 
for tke purpose; and 

wketker any work under suck sckeme has already been started 
in some districts? 

(b) If tke answer to (a) (t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of such a scheme and to 
state — 

(t) the names of the districts where such work will lie undertaken^ 

and which of them have agreed to co-operate with Govern- 
ment in carrying out the proposals of the scheme ; 

(u) whether its work will be controlled directly by the District 

Board concerned or by the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal; and 

(Hi) the approximate date when the work is to begin? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNliENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me NawMi Khwaja 
Habihullali Bahadur, of Dacca): (o) (/) and (H) Yes. 

(nt) No. 

(6) A copy of the Rural Health Reorganisation Scheme which is 
still under examination of Government is laid on the Library table. 

(i) The matter has not yet been finally settled. 

fff) It is contemplated in the scheme framed by the Dirm^tor of 
Public Health that he will have adequate control. 

(Hi) As some of the important outstanding questions have not yet 
been finally decided, no approximate date can be given as to when the 
scheme will begin to operate. 

Mir. BYED dALALUDDIN HABHEMYs With reference to answer 
(a) (ii)j will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state (he exact amount 
that has been provided in the budget? 

The Hofi’IMc Hmnb Kliwiic HABIBULLAH Bahcdiir, cf Dmoci 

I would request the honourable member to wait for the budget. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of ike fact that almost all the die* 
trict boards have disapproved of tke scheme? 

Tha HM*blt Mmnb KhiNMa HABIBULLAH BahiMur, of Daooai 

Tka honourable member is making a mistake. There are two schemes, 
om the rural public health organisation and tha e4her the medical 
relief between twi| imioti boards. 
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Oommiiiiottion Minm aMt Pabmi and haadquartara af Pabna dMriat. 

i 

*04a Mtilivi AZHAR ALIS (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(t) that there is no easy way of communication except by motor bus 
in dry season from the east Pabna to the headquarters of 
the Pabna district; 

(ii) that there is no prospect of any railway within the district of 
Pabna connecting the headquarters with the east Pabna in 
near future ; and 

(m) that Mr. King in his comprehensive report on Road Develop- 
ment Project in Bengal, Vol. VII, remarked, in connection 
with Trunk Road No. 26, as ^‘The section of the road in the 
Pabna district is far removed from the Railway*’ and not 
likely to be a com|>etitivc one? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, whether it is in the 
contemplation of Government to take up the construction of this Tnink 
Road No. 26 in preference to other roads, from Pabna town to Selauda 
first and thence to TTllahpara next to remove the long-felt want of the 
public P 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS Mid WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (th# Hon’ble Mahwaja Snsohandra Nandy, of Caaaim- 
baiar): (a) Yes. 

(b) Government do not contemplate taking up the construction of 
such a road in preference to other roads already programmed. In this 
connection I would draw the honourable meml>er’8 attention to Govern- 
ment’s decision to spread Road Fund Works over as many districts as 
possible and to remind him that the district of Pabna had benefited 
from this Fund by the work done on the Pabna-Ishurdi Road, whereas 
several districts had so far been less fortunate. 


Diftnai of Juta oultivators. 

•SS. MtUlVl MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Is the Eon’ble Minister 
in charge of the CJo-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment aware — 

(t) that for unusual fall in the prices of jute and unprecedented 
drought this year acute distress prevails among the agricul- 
turists of jute-growing districts; and 
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(u) that the agriculturists of the jute>growing areas are not in a 
position to pay their dues of the instalment under the award 
of the Debt Settlement Boards this yearP 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of deferring the realisation of the 
instalments of the Debt Settlement Boards in the jute-growing areas 
this year? 

MINISTER in oharga of the GO-OPERATIVE CREDIT ami RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blt Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliok)* (a) (i) Due to want of timely rain and lack of buyers, the 
price of jute in some of the jute-growing districts was low for some 
time but the prices on the whole have not l>een lower than in several 
previous years, e.g., 1935. 1930 and 1937. The prices now are con- 
siderably better. 

(ii) (lovernraent have no information as under the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act they are not responsible for the realisation of the 
instalments. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(a) (i), will the Ilon’ble MiruHter be pleased to give us some idea of the 
prices of jute in Bengal now prevailing in the market P He says, Sir, 
that the prices are now considerably l»etter, and I want to know the 
approximate prices in different districts of Bengal. 

The HofVMe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: I would refer 
the honourable member to the market itself, but if he desires I can only 
tell him that while in 1934-35 the prices at the baling centres varied 
from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4-8, the prices at the baling centres now vary from 
Rs. 4-8 to Bs. 5-8 per maund for the bottom quality and for the middle 
quality they vary from Es. 6 to Rs. 8. 

Mr. BABANKA BEKHAR BANYALS In view of answer (a) (it), 
where the Hon’ble Minister says that Government are not responsible 
for the realisation of the instalments, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state as to who is responsible for this realisation? 

Vm HMPblt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: It is made on 
an amicable basis and the debtors themselves are responsible for paying 
off their instalments in time. 

Mr. BABANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: By what macynery is this 
^^isation done? • 
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TtieHfll*M0 Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLIOKs Debtors, after 
they get tbe award, pay to tbe creditors tbemselTes personally or 
through money orders. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: If they do not pay voluntarily, 
what is the machinery for the realisation of these instalments ? 

Tli0 Hoil*bl0 Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: 1 would refer 
tbe honourable member to the provisions of the Act. Under seetion 28 
ample provision is made for the realisation of arrears. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL S Under section 28 certain certi* 
ficate officers are appointed. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government have any control over them or not? 

The H0ll*Me Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK; They are cer- 
tificate officers under the Collectors of districts and in cases of default, 
applications are to be made to the'se certificate officers. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. It is whether Government have any control over these officers 
or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They are the Collectors of the districts. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Namas anS qtitlfSoeitiofia of nofiiiRale(l4iMiiiborB of Chandibarpur and 
Singia Debt Sottlement Boards, |iMibo-statton Narail (Jassoro). 

2S. Mt. P. BANER4I: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Olvojierative Oedit and Rural Indebtedness I>epartment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government nominated 
some illiterate men to the Debt Settlement Boards of Ohandibarjmr 
Union Board and Singia Union Board, police-station Narail, district 
Jessore, in preference to gi^duate and undergraduate candidates? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be {deesed to state — 

(t) the qualifications of the present nominated members of the 
Cffiandiharpur and Singia Debt Settlement Boards, potice- 
sivtion Narail, district Jessore; 
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(n) whether any enquiry was made prior to the nominations about 
their character and qualification; and 

(ttf) if ao, by whom it was done and when? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (it) is in the negrative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’llle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLlOKl (a) No. 

(6) (/) The members are all appointed under section 8 (2) of the 
Bengral Agricultural Debtors Act. The qualifications for such meml>ei*ii 
are that they have influence over the j)eopIe of the Im'ality and that they 
are willing^ to undertake this responsibility. Care is also taken to see 
that there are representatives of the debtors and creditors on these 
Boards. 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) TiOcal officers. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHAHDRA BEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the matter of these appointments applications were 
invited by Goveniment ? 


The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government tried to ascertain whether more educated people 
than those who were appointed were available in the locality? 


The Hon'Me Mr. MUKUSi/l lEHARY MULLICKs Government 
always try to appoint the best persons available in the locality for dis- 
charging the responsibilitie.s of their memliership on an honorary basis. 


Mfe P« BANERdll Is such an appointment made with the approval 
of the Hon’ble Minister? 


Tilt HonniM Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs Under the 
Act, the power of making these appointments has been delegated to the 
Oommissioneni. 



288 QUESTIONS. 112th ¥m., 

Exoftvilioii of oorUin kliait in Chiltagong distriot. 

81. MoiriMO MD. MANIRVZZAHIAN ISLAMABADI : (a) Will ike 

Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Communications and Works (Irrigfa^ 
tion) Department be pleased to state whether the excavating works of 
the following khals of Chittagong have been taken up: — 

(1) Hungar khal of Satkania, 

(2) Bairguni khal of Patiya, 

(3) Dom Khali of Patiya, 

(4) Karenja khal of Patiya, and 
(6) Garuluta of Patiya? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state how far the works of the aforesaid khals are 
in progrressP 

The HOfi'Me Mahanda 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, af Oossimbaar: 

(a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Bile of quinine and oinohona to looal bodies. 

32. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ix>cal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total amount spent for the free distribution of quinine in 

the Province from 1935-36 to 1939-40 and in 1940-41; 

(ii) the total quantity of quinine distributed during these years; 
(m) what was the price of quinine and cinchona per pound in 1938; 

and 

(tv) what are the present prices of the same? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(t) that now quinine and cinchona are supplied to local bodies like 
the District Boards and Municipalities, on cash sale, on a 
certain fixed proportion; and 

(it) that the local bodies are forced to purchase Government quinine 
and cinchona according to that fixed proportion and not 
according to their respective requirements? 

(c) If the answ'er to (5) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the^ 
abolition of the Testriction ? 

Tht HoiPbto NawMi Khmia HABIBULLAH BaluHliir» of Dam: 

" Rs. 

(a) (i) From 1935-36 to 1939-40 ... 13,00,000 

1940-41, ... 5,00,000 
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* to (tv) Statemonttf showing the required figures are laid on the 

table. 

(6) (i) Yes. Cinchona febrifuge is supplied against quinine in the 
proportion of 1:1. 

(tt) Quinine may be pu^hased without any restriction but a propor- 
tion, is imposed as regards cinchona febrifuge. 

(c) The stock position of cinchona febrifuge has not yet improved 
and accordingly Government are not contemplating the aboliti(ui or 
modification of the restriction. Besides, cinchona liark yields a limited 
amount of cinchona febrifuge as compared with quinine sulphate. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clawie (o) («) of unatarred queatian No. 32, 



Quinine 

sulphate 

powder. 

(Ibe.) 

Quinine 

tablets. 

(ib«.) 

Quinine 

treatment 

(boxes). 

(Unchona 

powder. 

(IbB.) 

C^ohona 

tablets. 

(lbs.) 

Total quanity of 
quinine distributed 
by the Public 
Health Depart- 

ment during the 
years 1935-36 to 
1940-41 (up to 
November, 1940). 

31,119 

21,561 

6 (12 01.) 

36,466 

17,777* 


Statement referred to in the reply to dauaea (a) (iii) and (»r) of unstarred 
question No. 32. 

Paioi OF Qumn^s a»d giuohoiva ik 1940. 


tGinchona 

fCinohona 

^Quinine 

fiobrifuge 

febrifuge 

sulphate. 

powder. 

tablet*. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

For 60 lbs. and upwards at a time 



per lb. - . 18 

For 6 lbs. and over but less than 60 

9 

10 

lbs. at a time per lb. . . 19 

For any quantity less than 6 lbs. 

per lb. . . 20 

Oude quinine sulphate powd6r~>Rs.l4 per lb. 

9 

10 

10 

11 




Crude quinine sulphate tablets — R b. 12-8 per lb. 


*Qutnins*mlphsto is sold to Oovemment dep«rtiiieiit4, lossi Mithoritits, hoif>ftsls» 
dihpeoaariM, mkwkwviriss and railwayt m,Jibs Bengal area of diatrilmtioii at B^l S per lb. 
jfseapeetive of quantity. 


Mupply of einehonn febrifuge to all aulhoriae 
fajwj^wpgrtion of 1| of irmrhny |ttrfifngr to 


an aulhoriaed tndaniofs aa inantkiiiad above it rutknad 


1 of 
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FeIOI or QUIKIHX AHD ODTOHOKA BT IMO. 


For 60 Ibfl. and upwards at a time 
per Ib. 

For 6 lbs. and over but less than 
60 lbs. at a time per lb. 

For any quantity less than 6 lbs. 
per lb. 


tCmehona fCmohona 
^Quinine febrifuge febrifuge 
sulphate, powd^. tablets. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 

24 12 13 

26 12 13 

26 13 14 


*Quinine aulphikte powder i« tutmlied to hoepiteli and dispensariee, mifsionariee, rail* 
wayi, Police. Jails, Forests. Public Works Departments, Irrigation and other departmental 
hospitals and dispensaries in Bengal at the oonoeasion rate of Rs.24 per lb. irreepeotive of 
<]uantities. 

tCinohona febrifuge is for sale to Qovemment oharitable institutions, looal bodies, 
missionaries and railways only. It is not for sale to private firms or the general public. 
Supply of cinchona febrifuge in powder or tablet to all authorised indentors as mentioned 
above is rationed in the proportion of 1 of oinchcma febrifuge to 1 of quinine sulphate in 
powder or tablet at theb existing prescribed prices. General public and firms are not 
supplied with any cinchona products by the Jail Department. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAft: Will the Hon’bfe Minister be 
pleased to state if Government consider the desirability of increasing 
the grant for the free distribution of (fuinine all over the province? 

The Hon*Me Jtawih Khwi^a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa; 

Government have considered this question, and if the honourable 
member will wait till the budget is presented, he will find that we have 
fully considered the matter 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(b) (0, will the Hon’ bio Minister be pleased to state what is the pro- 
portion that has been im|K)sed on cinchona febrifuge? 

The Non’hle Namh Khweia HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

If the honourable inemlier will only look up answer (h) (i), he will find 
the reply there. 


Malaria epidemio in Jassore distrioC. 

gX Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
i^eharge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government l>epartment 
be pleased to state whether there has been malaria in epidemic form in 
some parts of the district of Jessore? 

(b) If the answejHo (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the actions taken by the Government to save the people of those 
places from this epidemic; 
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mit 

(it) the number ol deaths from malaria in different thanas of 
Jhenida and Magura subdivisions of the district of Jessore, 
thana by thana^ in the months of October, November and 
December of 1940; 

(Hi) whether the 8ituatii|n has come down to normal state; and 

(iv) the cause of this epidemic this year? 

The Hon’bla Navtrab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

(a) Yes. • 

(h) (i) Government appointed four Medical Liotmtiates in September, 
1940, and retained three of these epidemic doctors till Januurv. Seven 
Medical Licentiates for a period of one month were also appointed for 
malaria duty in the affected areas in Jannarv, 1941. A g^rant of 
Ils.6,000 was made by Government for cincbona products to bo distri- 
buted through the Public Health Department of the District Hoard and 
Rs.GjOOO throu^^h the hospitals and disponsarios. (Vinchona worth 
Rs. 1,800 was also distributed tbroujrli the District Magistrate. A 
further grant of 100 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge powder worth Rs. 1,200 
was sanctioned on the request of the District Hoard. 

(//) A statement i> laid on the table. 

(tn) The situation is re[x>rted to have improved "oonsiderahly, hut 
the incidence of malaria is still higher than in normal years. 

(ir) Scarcity of rains and (‘onscHpicnt lack of normal flood which 
flushes the district in ordinary years. 


SUUerneni re/erred to in the reply to dome (6)(n) oj unstarred 
question No. 33. 


Thana. 

Septein - 
her. 

,Octol>er. 

Novom- 

hor. 

Pecem- 

j.or, mo. 

Jbenida 

170 

IH5 

321 

Not yet 

Kaliganj 

150 

232 

178 

ceived* 

Do. 

Kotchandpur 

43 

107 

147 

Do. 

Sidlkupa 

202 

283 

348 

Do. 

Harini^ndu 

146 

244 

^ 226 

Do. 

Magura 

164 

174 

336 

706 

Sre^ur 

88 

163 

329 

696 

SaHkha 

i31 

122 

186 

883 

Ifobammadpur 

76 

86 

196 

456 
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[12th Fe*., 


OHtstaadiiig qi m ti w . 

4 

Mr. MMNKA SEKHAR SANYAL:' Sir^ I wauld Teq^est that the 
itarred questions held oyer need not be taken up to-day in yiew of the 
impendinfiT budget discussion. ^ 

Mr. tPEAKER: I have no objection. 


Adjoummont motion. 

Mr. EYED MLALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 have got an adjourn- 
ment motion to which I have got your consent. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunately, Mr. Hashemy, you know that this 
matter can be considered only after the budget discusHion is over. 


Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: In this (onnection may I 
refer to the proceedings of this House of the Ibth August, 19^37, in 
which your gocjd. self very kindly allowed one adjournment motion 
couched in the very self-same language as this one. 


Mr. SPEAKER. Yes, I did admit that, but 1 must confess that day 
by day everyone is growing wiser, and I am now lietter informed. I 
did not quite know fully the law and con\entiou on the subject. I have 
already made it clear that the word ‘‘situation’' is vague. I have found 
that in parliamentary legislation the word “situation’’ has no clear 
meaning. I have made a statement yesterday, and I am again making 
it to-day that while 1 did admit an identical motion in the past 1 found 
out later that that was not correctly done. 

Mr. EYED 4ALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: But, Sir, we expected an 
^anawer to the short-notice question, but no reply has been given. 


Mr. EPEAKEiy Mr. Hashemy, 1 am not saying anything about 
this adjournment ihotion to-day, because so far as the consideration of 
the business of the day is oonoerned, it cannot be obstructed by any 
motion for adjournment. You may bring up your motion as soon aa 
the budnet is over. 
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MS 


Supplementary Estimate for the year 194041. 

DEMAND FOR CRANTa. 

7— -Land Ravanua. 

Tha Hon’Ma Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on tha 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 1,40,000 Jb© granted for exiwnditure under the head **t — 
Land Revenue” during the current year. 


Mr. SYED 4ALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May 1, Sir, submit that 
you will be pleased to allow some time for a general disimssiou on this 
supplementary budget? In this connection I would refer to rule 108 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules which says that 
the SiH'uker may, it be thinks lit, prescribe a time-limit lor speeches 
at the general discussion of the budget or supplementary statements of 
expenditure and at the voting of demuiids, supplementary demands or 
excess demands. I submit, therefore, that we are entitled to have a 
general discussion before prweeding with the estimates, item by item. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Rut the power is given to the Speaker to fix a iiin^ 
limit for such discussion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs Sir, the request is for 
having a general discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is the desire (d the House, I can fix the first 
one hour for a discus.sioii of all the demamls generally, hut I might 
draw the attentum of the IIou.He to the fact that this general discussion 
should be confined only to tlie specific issues raised in the demands 
under cotisideration. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Our prayer is that in 
view of the importance of the supplementary demands that are going to 
be made, you will fix the time-limit at two hours instead of one, and 
then take up the demands, item by item, to-morrow. However, Sir, we 
can now begin the general discussion. 

Mr* SPEAKER: 1 think it wUl not be possible to extend the period 
for general disenasion to more than one hour, and therefore 1 ^ the 
time for each spealmr at tea minutes. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUIIDIN HASHEMY: Sir» I hope as tlie first 
speaker on general (liscassion you will allaw me more time. 

Mr. NiHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, in consideration of 
the fact that due to Mr. Hasliemy’H vigilance we have'^got this op]>or- 
tunit.v of having a general diMCussion, it would be proper if you would 
give him 15 minutes at least. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All riglit. 1 shall give 15 minutes to Mr. Hashemy 
and 10 jninules to every other speaker. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, in rising to discuss 
the supplementary estimates of expenditure 1 do not hope that I will 
be able to create any impression on the mind of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, nor do I hope that the members opjwsite and the members of 
tbe CoaliHon Party will be moved at all by my speech. But, Sir, I 
am in duty bound to exi^se the Indlowness of the Government in asking 
for excess demandfl for the administration of this province. It reminds 
me, Sir, of the procedure* generally adopted by the big contraotorb of 
the Calcutta Corporation. The\ (pmte uneconomic rates so that their 
tender might he tin* lowest t<*nder. but once the tcioler i.s accepted, by 
ingenuity, by skilfulness and by negotiatioii.s with the authorities they 
got extra W'ork, and the> get oth(*r works which are not in the tender 
itself. Such is the case with the Go\<*rnment of Bengal. The Gov- 
ernment of Bengal came foiward with a clean budget. We approved 
the htidget, hut, Sii, at the fag e!id of the year Government has come 
forward with some (‘\<(*sn demaiHl> to the extent ot about twM) crores of 
rupees. 1 will ask the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister to take note. Sir, 
in reply to a Starred Question, No. 10, on *lrd February, 1041, he said 
very clcurlv that tbe Government of Bengal have not contributed nor 
are they at present (onsidering any proi>osal to contribute any sum out 
of provincial revenues towards the pro.'^ecution of the war or the defence 
of India. That is the answer we got from the Hon’ble tbe Finance 
Minister only three or four days ago. 

Now, let us scrutinise the various items »)f demands one by one. 
Let me begin, Sir, with Grant No. H> — Police. Sir, I refer to the 
Explanatory Memorandum of the Hon'ble the Finance Minister in which 
in one place~5. 0-2 — he says, “On the assumption that the charge on 
this account would be recovered from the Governmenf of India, provi- 
sion for this staff was made in the current year’s budget under ‘63 — 
Extraordinary V Charges in India’, ’’ The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
proceeds and says, “It now appears that as the staff is * primarily 
employed on maintenance of law and order in the province, the Centre 
ie unable to accept any liability for it.” Sir, they have appointed a 
etaff which is called “Range Reserve” in different divisions of Bengal 
in which they have appointed several Inspectors luid Sub-Inspectors, 
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conatables and unanned constables, and they demand about Ba. 1,26,000 
for tbe purpose. May I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether 
this amount will ultimately go towards the prosecution of the war P 
(Tbe Hon^ble Mr. H. S. Suhhawahdy : No.) If not, I will show to tbe 
entire satisfaction of the House that they have appointed another 
staff called “Intelligence Branch,** and they demand an amount of 
another lakh and <i|everal thousand rupees. I quote the very wonls that 
have been given inL4>he Explanatory Memorandum: “The demand under 
these heads is in it^pect of a temporary Bunge Reserve (‘onsisting of 
5 Inspectors, 25 Sub-Insi^eotors, 95 head constables and 1,500 unarmed 
constables for tlra^ttwtflitenance of law and order during the continuance 
of the war. I ask the Hon hie the Finance MinivSter, cun he cite a 
single instance in which an\ internal trouble due to this war has 
happened in any district in Bengal P 

Then, Sir, he says another “staff of 1 Deputy Superintendent, 
2 Inspectors, Suh-lnspectors, 5 Assistant Suh-Inspectors, 220 watcher 
constables and *18 constables was entertained shortly after the outbreak 
of the war in or<ier to enforce stricter watch over subversive activities.” 
I ask the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister, can he prf)ve, can he show a 
single instance of subversive activities in Bengal frf>m the beginning 
to this time of the war that is going on in Europe. But, Sir, the words 
“subversive activities” are very vague and elastic. Only the other day, 
in reply to a supplementary question which I put direc t to the Finance 
Minister, he in his usual taunting tone said that he hud not got that 
distressing news, 1 ask him to encjiiire about the fire that is breaking 
out in jute mills in Calcutta every day and more or less 15 jute mills 
have already been burnt — I do not know by whom. (The Hon'ble 
Mr. H. S. SrnR\\\Aunv: Fift(*en jute mills?) Yes, 15 jute mills. 
(The Hon’hle Mr. H. S, Srn]{\w.^Rny : Mr. Walker, will you please 
contradict?) 1 do not say that it has been done by the Jute Mills 
Association or by the Balers’ Association or by the fieople connected 
with the jute trade and industry in Calcutta. Government wants a 
special Intelligence Branch and also they demand about Re. 4G,000 for 
Tear Smoke Squads. Sir, are we going to grant this amount in order 
that Tear Smoke Squads will he applied to the innocent citizens of 
Calcutta, particularly the Muslim citizens of Calcutta? Only the other 
day this Police Force of (’alcutta used this tear bomb on the innocent 
Muslims of Calcutta, and the Hon’hle tlie Finance Minister has come 
forward with a demand that this item represents tlje cost of equipment 
and training of three additional Tear Smoke Siiuads in the Bengal 
Police the formation of which was undertaken after the Imdget had been 
passed. Certainly we are not going to sanction, this amount which the 
Ministers will apply for their own purpose to persons who are not at all 
guilty. These Tear Smoke Squads will not he applied only to the 
guilty, but they will be applied on the people of this city or of this 
province. 
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The Hon*ble Minieter said that im> money has been spent for war. 
May I come to grant No, 21 — Medical P I will ask for a reply when he 
gives his reply. He sayH, “Owing to the reversion of l.M.S. officers 
to the Military Department on account of the war, posts reserved for 
l.M.S. officers had to be filled by voted officers.’* Wlj^y this nnneces^ 
sary expenditure ? Why did you appoint these offioerf without taking 
the sanction of the House? Sir, I submit these aje all post-mortem 
matters. We have got nothing to do with these flyings. 

Now, I come to Agriculture — Grant No. l^-Purchase of jute. 
Its. 29,26,000 have been spent for purchasing pucca bales of 

jute of “L.T.A. First marks.” This money has already been spent 
and now the Hon’ble Minister comes forward for taking sanction of 
this money. So, it is a post-mortem matter. 

I come to the jute restriction matters in which the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister demands Its. 11,93,000 plus Rs. 10,76,000 for 
expenditure in connection with jute registration operation under- 
taken in 1989-40 and expenditure for jute registration in the current 
year. Sir, in the Ex])lanatt)ry Memorandum he lias suggested that 
“Under this head is .shown the estimated cost of regulation and licens- 
ing of the growing of jute in the current year in terms of the Bengal 
Jute Regulation Act, 1940.” This amount has already been spent. 
Sir, every member of the (’oalition Party knows and knows very well 
that the record that has been prepared of lands on which jute is grown 
is hopelessly absurd and scandalous. The employees employed by 
Government temjmrarily did not care to go to any land or to measure 
any land generally. They have uu\de these records in such a way that 
I can only characterise them as worse records than those w’hich were 
used to be pre]>ared by the Union Board Presidents under the agencies 
of the chaukidars of villages. Sir, I can say from my personal experi- 
ence of my district in Khulna that the record that has been prepared is 
not only wrong »nd inaiumrate. but it is absoluttdy scandalous. 1 assure 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and ask him to l>elieve at least for one 
day that these tempomry officers are corrupt to the extreme. They 
are taking money as bribe from the poor agriculturists. If he does 
not believe my statement, I ask him to enquire of the members of the 
Coalition Ikirty whether corruption and jobbery and bribe-taking are 
rampant in the province or not. Particularly members representing 
East Bengal and North Bengal will testify to the statement which I 
am making herevSir. 

Again, Sir, coming now to Grant No. 5 — Forest, we find another 
glaring insiam*e. The additional demand under the first head is due 
to the removal of departmental timber to fulfil the order received from 
the Supply Department of the Government of India. Why are you 
going to incur ibis expense? Why was the Govemmeut of India which , 
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waft taking the timber for tbe purpose of war not asked to bear this 
expenditure^ Wbat business have you to spend this money unauthorized 
for the beneit of the Government of India F 

With rega^ to Grant No. 15 — Dietary charges of prisoners — ^it is 
absolutely hopeless to suggest that the quality of diet has been 
improved in jail#, 1 can say from my personal knowledge and the 
members who ore diere and who are touring as members of the Jail 
Committee will testify to the fact that no improvement has Wn effect- 
ed in the diet of prisdJajsrs, but the ilon’ble Minister wants Rs. 5,000 
plus Rs, 71,000 pluh Rs. 28,000 for dietary expenses of the prisoners. 
The amount that Was estimated for expenditure, as I have already 
said, has l)een spent — 1 refer to the items that are voted. Now, we 
have no liaiid in respect of items that are charged, particularly the 
travelling allowances of the Hon’ble Ministers. Here, Sir. there ift 
onother item of Rs. 24,000 for the touring expenses of Ministers. 
We know the business they do when they are on tour. They go out 
on tour for canvassing for their own nominees either in tbe elections 
of District Hoards or in the by-elections of members to this Legis- 
lature. We are not going, in any circumstances, to tuuiction tbe 
expenses incurred by the Mini.sters for their tours, but. Sir, our 
hands are tied. This item is charged on the revenues and not 
voted. 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seal.) 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. Spejiker, Sir, it has been 
the accepted principle regarding supplementary demands that only 
those items are included in them which could not have been reasonably 
anticipated and, therefore, not included at the lime of the annual 
budget. But, Sir, I regret to have to remark that most of the itema 
included in the supplemeutiuy estimate have Wn put in because it 
was the deliberate intention of the Minister in charge to stifle, to avoid, 
to evade and escape critici.sm and discussion that are only possible at 
tbe time of the annual budget. Sir, when I say this, I do not draw 
upon my imagination, but I say this because I have facts in my posses- 
ftion which will go conclusively to prove that it is the deliberate attempt 
of the Minister to avoid and escape discussion. I will not touch on all 
the items of the supplementary budget demand. I will specially refer 
to the last demand in the estimate — Ixmns and advances by the Pro- 
vincial Government- This demand amounts to Rs, 60 lakhe — a sum 
which is more than one-third and a little less than half of the total 
amount of Rs. 1,67,00,000. May I point out to the members of the 
Bouse that this sum was deliberately withheld, as I am presently 
showing, from discussion by tbe Minister in charge. In January, 
1940, to be more exact on the 17th January. 1940, there was a con- 
ference of the representatives of the Provincial Bank. Central Banki 
and tbe departmeat in which the Ministers were also present. Urn 
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Hon’ble Chi^f Minister was there. The Hon’ble Finance / Minister 
was there and the Hon^ble Minister in charge of Co-opemtkm was also 
there. There this (luestion was discussed and a resolutioi| passed ask- 
ing the Provincial Bunk to approaclj tlie Government * through the 
department for short-term bums to the extent of at least Rs, 1 
crore. That was in January. On the 15th February that is the date 
on which the Hon’ble Finance Minister presented his budget, he said 
that the Provincial Bank might have to draw upon Government 
resources and theri he would uppixmch the House for a supplementary 
grunt. But 1 am definitely informed — and ther^ollowing fact will also 
corrobomte it — that on the 2nd April, ^$40, the Cabinet 
decided to grant this Rs. 00 lakhs. I put in a short-notice question 
on the Oih April, 1940, to the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of Co-opera- 
tive Credit. The Bengal Legislative Assembly Department very 
kindly sent it to the depiirtment concerned and, as is his wont, the 
Ilon’ble Mr. Mullick curtly disallowed the short -notice question, 
fearing certainly the volleys of supplemenluries that might bomb him 
from right and left, front and behind. (Mr. J()(;esii Chandra GrriA: 
Not behind!) All right, if it is the desire of yon all, let his “behind’^ 
be spared. 

That is the situation, and wluit has been the results The result 
is that Government have granted on the 2nd April, 1940, a sum 
which could have l)een certainly discussed on the 27th and 29th March, 
1940, when the demands for ‘*(k)-»q)eration” and “Loans and Advances” 
by Provincial Government were passed respectivelv . Only tiiree 
days intervened and it suddenly dawned iii)on the Governmeni that 
without this GO lakhs the ill-fed, half-starved, chronic poverty-stricken 
cultivators could not be saved. A bird, Sir, whispers in my 

ears that this huge sum has been advanced ostensibly for the interests 
of the cultivators, hut really for personal and party considera- 
tions at the next general election. Tjet there be no misconception 
about my attitude. 1 d(» not grudge this GO lakhs being granted 

to the cultivators. On the contrary, 1 welcome any amount that may 

be given to them. But the process, the manner, the channel and the 
agency through which this money luis to be given should have been 
properly selected. It is unfortunate that the Bengal Provincial Co- 
operative Bank has been selected. Who does not know, as the balance 
sheets, will unmistakably show that this hank has been utterly 

mismanaged for the last 8 years? Who does not know that this bank 
as it is at present managed, or rather mismanaged, is unhtte<l to 
oater to the needs of the cultivators? Who does not know the stories 
of nepotism, corruption and bribery that have been frequently report- 
ed in the Press about this hank? Who does not know, I wonH 
mention immewS, that some directors having knowledge of the inner- 
most condition and \ix)rking of the hank have withdrawn their fixed 
deposits from the bank. Who does not know that even after repeated 
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requests the large urban co-operative banks in Calcutta have not 
tboughl^iit to deposit their huge surplus in the bonk? All this, Sir, 
is conmion knowledge. Money is advanced by the Provincial Bank 
to the Central Banks and these Central Banks sometimes make prefer- 
ential treatment to certain depositors by ptiying them without 
advancing the anjiouuts to the cultivators. I know a case in which o 
near relation of the Minister in charge ha.> got during the lust three 
years from a Central Bank in Dinajpur thi> entire animint of his 
deposit, viz., Rs. 10,000, while the other poor dejvositors have got very 
little or nothing. Js that the way in which sou are going to benefit 
the cultivators? I p^use for a reply from the iloii’ble the Minister in 
charge of Co-operation. 

Then, Sir, the cultivators will suffer because in the j>rocesN of 
circulation from the Provincial Bank to the cultivators the mte of 
interest that will ultiumtely he borne by them will be ooasiderably 
higher than if the payment had been made directly by the Govern- 
ment through their ofticers to the cultivators and it is clear that the 
interests of the cultivators will be adversely affected thereby. Sir, 
this has also got to be lK)ruo in mind tluit the normal activities of the 
Co-of)erative Ikinks will suffer us they have actually suffered when 
all the acti\ilies are confined, as they now leally are, to the realisa- 
tion of these loiuis only. May I, Sir, in this connection refer to the 
remarks vliich tiu* Ilon’lde . the (Miief MiniNfer made on the 13th 
April, 1940, in M Miiensingh, remarks whicli go to (X)rrolK>rate my 
point of view. lie said as follows: At the present moment he 
(m«ining ihereliy the (,’hief Minister) was more (MUicernetl almui the 
realisation of Rs. 00 hikhs which the Government had decided to 
grant to the cultivators as crop loans. Tlmt was reported by the 
Associated Press in the Stute,uiuin of April lOth, 1940. And they 
have come to-day at the fag end of the current financial y«ir with this 
demand. Is this not preposterous? 

Then. Sir, the piecemeal loams to the cultivators w'ill not save 
them from ruin that threatens them. The Government, if they really 
mean anything, ought to have a esunprehensive scheme for rehabili- 
tation of the oo-operotive movement which, in fact, cxjmprises the 
whole of the rural life in Bengal. A piecemeal solution, granting 60 
lakhs to-day, 20 lakhs to-morrow and another 40 lakhs the day ofter, 
will not solve the problem, on the contrary will complicate it all the 
more. Have a scheme, have a comprehensive scheme, and then 
implement that scheme with all the resources that you can find and 
you will have our whole-hearted and full co-operation in the matter. 

dOCESH CHANDRA CURTAs Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not 
go into the details of the demands, but I propose to offer only a few 
general remarks. ^ We have been in the past accustomed to a demand 
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supplementary estimates, not on the eve of a budget estimate but 
always beforehand, on account pi items which could not be for^en in 
the regular Budget Session. But the urgency and the need for these 
supplementary estimates, when the regular budget estimates are 
going to be presented in less than a fortnight's time, appears, 
to be supplied by the Hon'ble the Finance Minister himself . ^ Here 
again, Sir, we find^that the llon'ble Minister was confronted with a 
very difficult situation. Here again some members, not unimportant 
members, Sir Henry Birkmyre and others, had indicated that the Sales 
Tax Bill could not be justified without establishing a deficit in the 
budget. The opposition of Sir Henry Birkmyre and his gi’oup is a 
stumbling block in the way of the ministry functioning in this pro- 
vince, and therefore we find that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
came out with the statement that when the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Bill was first under the consideration of the Assembly; more than 
one speaker expressed the desire that Government should furnish the 
House with later information regarding the financial position than 
what was available at the time, ami T undertook to see that the revised 
estimates for the current financial year were made available to mem- 
bers, obviously to the 30 members of the Kuropean Grouji, before they 
are called upon to consider the Bill. These supplementary estimates 
have furnished an opportunity to the I^eader of the European Group 
to withdraw from the position that he todk up before and to help the 
Hon’blc the Finance Minister, but not before making a little bargain 
over the Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill and the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Bill. I really congratulate those motor spirit importers 
who have escaped taxation in respect of their own consumption. I 
do not grudge them that. 1 only wanted along with them the poor 
masses also should have got the concessions at the hands of the Minister. 

Now, Sir, if we examine some of the items, we find that the Govern- 
ment was faced with another difficulty. We knew all this lime that 
the Goveniment before incurring any new expenditure either obtains 
the vote of this House or if it incurs any expenditure on behalf of 
another makes it sure that that party is going to pay. But we also 
find here that tlie Hon’ble Minister in the matter of distributing 
money from the coffers of the Bengal Government does not take the 
ordinary precaution either by obtaining the sanction of this House 
beforehand or by making sure that the party on wffiose behalf he 
incurs the expenditure is a party who will certainly pay. The Hon*ble 
Minister has obliged the Oovemment of India by incurring an addi- 
tional expenditure, I find, to the extent of Rs. 61,000 under one item 
and xinder another item — Civic Guard — Rs. 48,000. But now we are 
told that th^ expected that the Government of India would pay, but 
they are not now going to pay more than one-third. Sir, may I be 
excused if I give this House a little bit of my pe];8onal experienoe 
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a1)Ottt these valuable members of the civic guard. I was called upon 
to d#f<l[|i a case in which a man was murdered. The man was mur- 
dered — 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are proceeding too far! (Laughter.) 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The man w&h murdtTcd just by 
the side of the house of a person who was a member of the < guard. 
Now, Sir, when he came up to give evidence, lu* said that he was 
sitting in his room and the alleged murder took place within o or (J 
cubits of the place where he was sitting. The alleged murderers, after 
murdering the man, uent through the courtyard, and he was at that 
time sitting on his chiiir within the room. When asked whether be 
cried out for the arrest of the men or whether he himself mo\ed out of 
his chair in that nmm he said: ‘‘I did nothing of the kind. I 
remained there until the two alleged murderer^ had run away and did 
not go out of that room for about 5 or lU minutes.” (The lloirble 
Maharaja SRisciiANDnA Na.n*i>\. of (k)ssimbazar : Ib'rhaps he was 
aleei)ing.) No, he was not sleeping. He was wide awaki*. He said 
that he himself saw and recognised the men, but he did not siii out of 
his room. So, Sir, this is the specimen of the civic guard f(»r whose 
payment the poor tax-payers j)i Hengu) must, whether they <au boar 
the lux or not, submit. 

Then I will come to the (pieslion of preparation ot the record of 
jute lands. Sir, from otir side we have always suggested: “You need 
not incur a heav> expenditure for the preparation of the n‘(H>rd of jute 
lauds.” I w’ill give this credit to the ministry, that possibly they 
did not appreciate the suggestions made froui this side of the House 
in their^ utmost anxiety to solve the question ot unemployment, and 
that is why hurriendly three to four thousand persons were recruited 
and employed. Of course, while solving the question of unc?nploy- 
ment, it is a w^ell-known fact that the question of unemployment wan 
solved only of person.s who arc admirers or dependents or hangerH-f>ii 
of the Ministers. The Ministers, while trying to provide 50 per cent, 
employment to the Muslim community, gave 100 per cent, only to the 
admirers and hangers-on of the Ministers. Be that as it may, one 
can easily understand that some persons, without any previous know- 
ledge either of the locality or of the system that obtains in a parti- 
cular locality after going to a strange land with the limited knowledge 
that they have, cannot be expected to do more than what they have 
done, ifecording lands which are inaccurate even so far as the 
names of the owners are concerned as well as the area concerned. 
Lands which do not grow jute have been shown as lands growing jute, 
whereas lands which have l>een growing jute only and on which no 
^her substitute crqp can be raised have been omitted from the record. 
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Sir, all this expenditure and incorrect recording could have been 
avoided if the Ministers had ijM^d the machinery of the loc^ union 
boards and union committees and had sent respectable officers to go and 
check the records that they had prepared. A notification that if a 
false record is made or any false application is made, they will be 
visited with punishment would have secured correct record. But 
in their anxiety to^ find employment for some of their creatures the 
ministry never considered that aspect of the question. The result is 
that we are now faced with an additional expenditure of about two 
lakhs and 511 thousand rupees if 1 am correct, t.c., more than half of 
w’hich could have lu*cn easily saved. I say, Sir, that the supple- 
mentary estimate which has hccn hninght before this House is really 
intended to be a justification of the additional taxation that this 
province will have to bear nml the expenditure that has been incurred 
was without any sanction, without any forethought, and very care- 
lessly incurred. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 : Supplementary Budget 

fern?! ^ ^ I W 

^ I ^ I 

war situation (TTotn 

to >Tm*n to, to 

CiTO ^1tTO5! TOtf ^ TOfl^rt I 

C>ft6l TO»r Agricultural Headil record tsfl ’SRI ^ 

I 'oj'olR TOrC5 

^ iTv SRn ^ ’«rTO?r toc^ i tot toi 

^ I &Rn fro to 

TOT TO fVn, TOR (tTO ^ TOT*! 

^ (7T^ tTTO ^371 ^ ^ I 'il iTO9 ^ TO CfOT 

iSft^ I fVl, Tvfi ^ I sossionij House^^ 

f%ni — Opposition, Coalition, oJj^R Rf European — ’PTOT 
TO Schedule Oastoij^ Education^^T W^, W*1 WW 

^•RtW '3 ’•R6 I c^^»i WRTS 

%T, ‘SB<?aT*fr3 ^ itm ^ (TOR ?rfepf% (TO%3R | fipi, 

uQ Supplementary Budget^) JtTO CfR ’WtW iHf ^ C*fr^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, Mr. Biswas. That is not the subject- 
matter of discussion to-day. There is no demand in which the Scheduled 
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Casteci* education comes in and, therefore, the omission of GoTernment 
18 an act which can justly come in at the time of the jfeneral discussion 
of the budget and not now. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : ^ ^ jftnr (TOR ft 

scheme TOTQ StTi? ^RTtW ^ I URT TOTV scheme 

tTB^ ^ TOi%r toi%3r i 

TOT ftnrc^ I (TfOT ^flT^ ^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Biswas, I do not know whether 
you are short of ^hearing. Did you not hear meF (Laughter.) I said 
clearly that this is not a suhject-malter in wdiich you can castigate the 
ministry to-day. You can do it during the general discussion of the 
budget and therefore you cannot refer to it now^ 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: lie i.'^ doing it simply for the purpose of 
demonstrating his sympathy for the Scheduled Castes. He is throwing 
dust on the electorate. 

Mr« RASIK LAL BISWAS : «tt^, ^ ^ I 

Mttllvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR. More tlian once 1 have 
described that the supplementary demand i.s a peiu’cful penetration 
into the Government tr(‘asniv. Still, the Finance Mininter^ of the 
Goveniment of Bengal hav<‘ the chn)i»ic habit of producing '<upple« 
mentarv demands one aft<T another every year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Thi. is the first supple- 
mentary demand that I have made. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS I said, ^‘Finance Ministers of 
the Government of Bengal.” This shows the ignorance and the total 
ignorance of the financial condition and the financial affairs of the 
Government of the pnsent Finance Minister. However, Sir, I am 
confining my criticism of the jirescnt supplementary demand to one 
point only, namely, the Police grant. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: What grant-- Boleesh” 

grant! 


Meulvi^ ABU H088AIN BARKARs I am oot calling you foolish. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTAl He has not come from England. 

The Hen^ Mr. H. i. tUHRAWARDYl Neither have 1. 
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Mr. MRAT CHANDRA lOSC: Nor does he come from MidnaiKme. 

TIM HOfi’IMa Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is his misfortune. 

MWlIvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: A sum of Rs. 5,82,000 has 
been asked for by the Hon’hle Finance Minister under head. 

(There were disturbances from all sides of the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 am afraid there are too many members indulging 
in cross-talks. If they want to do so, they may go out. 

^ •» 

Mauivi ABU H OSSA IN SARKAR. I say that not a single farthing • 
of this amount should be grunted. The police force is being used by 
the present iniriistry in order to suppress public opinion and, in some 
other cases, to oppress the public, the Muslim public of Bengal. Very 
recently the jxdice has been used in a way which can be termed 
objectionable by any decent man in the Rajabazar area in this city 
of Calcutta. What are the facts? On the Muharram day last 
Saturady, some people ent the wires the Tramway Company with 
their eonseril, and that also most peacefully, as the religious procession 
of u section of Mnhuiuimulans was obstructed hy the overhead wires of 
the tramway line. It is within the i-oinmon Knowledge f»f the people 
of this provinee tfuit this city of (hilcutta is not being ruled at present 
by tlie (^omiiiissiimer of Police under the Hon’lde Sir Nazimuddiu, but 
by one Mulla Jmin Muhammad, the Khilafat Chief of the Hon’ble 
Fiuauee Minister. This redoubtable man appeared on the scene and 
tried to bully the Muhammadans and some mischievous urchins slapped 
him, as a result of which his spectacles were broken. 

Tim HM’bte Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: This is oil false. 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: Therefore, the whole police 
force was set against tl»e innocent Mussalman public of that area. On 
Monday in the early hours, at 2 a. in., the whole area was surrounded 
hy the police in the Shuhih Bagun area. And what happened? The 
privacy of the ladies was not respected. The police entered the huts 
at that hour of the night when people were sleeping, and as I sub- 
mitted the females were not spared ! They were assaulted and they 
w'ere insulted. The male population, whether innocent or not, were 
indiscriminately dragged out of their huts where they were resting and 
taken to the police thana. 


TN NonPblt Mr. H. S. SUMRAWAROYs AU Ulmt 
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Nwlvi ABU HOStAIN BARKARt That wa« the p€>8itio!i created. 
If aay gentleman now reads the Azad^ a semi-dovernment paper^ of 
Monday, he will come to know at least a part of the true state of 
affairs which happened in that area. The feelings of the Muham* 
madaiis were so exasperated that even the popularity of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister was challengecl, and it waa reported that the Chief 
Minister hild to take shelter under cover in that urea when he w^ent to 
visit the place. 

Tha.Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Don’t tell lies! 

Mauivi ABiTHOSSAIN BARKAR; Now, Sir, 1 appeal to the 
House through you to consider this fact that this grant of Hs. 5 laklja 
is for expenditure on the police forc'e which is being used for the 

sonal end of the Hon ’hie Mr. Suhruwardy. 

r 

Tha Hon'tMe Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs There has been no addi- 
tion to the Calcutta Police. 

Mfillvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: lie is trying to crcat(‘ a position 
for himself in (Calcutta. He is trying to mon(»polise the seats of the 
Legislature allotted under the (iovernnieiit of India Act for himself 
and his own men s(» that to every tloverninent he may be indispensable 
and with that <*nd in view he is taking money more than once in one 
year to increase the number of the force and to bully the population. 
Whenever anylnidy stands against him, he will send his redouhtabli* 
Mulla Jauu Muhammad and the wholes police force will back him. 
Sir, I appeal to all honourable ineiiilierH not to give their consent to 
this grant in the circumstances. This demand reminds me of the story 
of the Komaii Emiierois, some of whom realised from their victims the 
cost of their kicks. The Konian Emperors used to kick their victims, 
and from the families of these poor victims they realised the cost of 
the kicks, that is, the cost of their shoes. The Hon’ble Finance Minis- 
ter is trying to realise from the public of Bengal the (ost of his kicks 
which they are getting through the police force. Again for the third 
time 1 appeal to honourable memherg to realise the situation. Under 
such circumstances as I have described, let alone Rs. o lakhs, not even 
a single farthing should be sanctioned. 

With these remarks, Mr. Speaker, for the time lieing I finish my 
speech. 

Mr. 8UREMRA NATH BlfWAi: Mr. Speaker, Sir, to-day I 
shall confine my speech to the demand under '^AgricoUiire.” Under 
this head I find— 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You may resume your speech after the adjourn- 
ment for prayer. ^ 

(The House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


( After adjournment.) 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Sir, will you kindly consider 
the question of extending the time l>y one day at least, because the 
subjects raised by means of cut motions are very important? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, it is very diflScult for me to extend 
the time-limit because that is not within my jurisdiction. What I 
^p 1 is that probably it will suit all sides of the House if you have the 
aiscuBsion finished as soon as possible. I am quite prepared to go on 
till about 8-dO p.m. in which case you will get about two hours’ time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. Mr. Speaker, Sir, T find that 
under the head “Agriculture” it has been demanded under sub-head 
“Other charges” that a sum of Hs. 55, Jib, 000 be sanctioned. Sir, out of 
this sum of Its. 55,^5,000 1 find that a .sum of Ks. 1^0,25,000 has been 
spent on tlie purchase of jute and a sum of Ks. 25,10.000 lias been spent 
on the preparation of record of jute lands and al.so for the regulation 
and licensing of jute. All these expenses have been made apparently 
in pursTftince of the supimsed scheme to raise the price of jute. Rir, the 
object is laudable. The problem of jute is a crying problem, and it 
has been under discussion for the last ten years. But 1 find that the 
policy of this (lovenuuent w^th regard to this problem— the problem 
of raising the jirice of jute— has always been half-hearted and step- 
motherly. Sir, if the real intention of novernment was to rai.se the 
price of jute, they could have prepared a concrete and workable scheme, 
rather an effective scheme, and should have begun to spend money in 
execution of that scheme. Sir, mere purchase of a small quantity of 
jute by Government cannot raise the price of jute, and, the purchase by 
Government of jute worth 29 lakhs of rupees in May, 1940, did not, in 
fact, raise the price. We all know that this Ils. 29,25,000 was spent 
for the purchase of old crop of jute in May last at the average price of 
Ks. 00 jicr bale when the market price was about Rs. 42. Government 
then purchased jute nt a loss. e wore told that Government was 
offering u higher price as that would raise the price of jute in the 
market. But, Bir, the price did not rise. Why? The Government 
should take a lesson from this. The real reason was that the mills did 
not agree to pay a higher price. The Government ought to know that 
unless and until the mills are forced to pay a higher price, the Govern- 
ment purchase of jute of any quantity will not be able to raise the 
price. I submit that that was a wrong policy of Govenunent, and I 
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would Bay that it was a half-heartod policy of tho Govornmeut to 
purchase a small quantity of old crop for the purpose of raisingr the 
price of jute. 

Then, Sir, with rcgrard to regulation of jute, 1 find that a sum of 
Rs. 25,10,000 has been spent. Not only I but many members of the 
House have pointed out directly that mere regulation of the production 
of jute will not raise the price. After all, w*hat is regulation F Ilegula- 
tion means regulation of supply according to the demand. Now% Sir, 
last year, that is, during the year 1939, the supply was much shoft ol 
demand* but still the price did not rise. It rose only for the war 
demand, but ordinarily it did not rise. Everybody know's that the 
price did not rise up to the middle of September. It rose up from the 
middle of September on account of war demands. So, Sir, 
regulation of price will not rai.se the price. This point as to how the 
price should be raised was a very important matter which was discussed 
by two successive Jute C\)mmittee.s. The first committee which was 
called the Einlow (’omniitte<‘. of which >ou, Sir, were a member, made 
certain recommendations not only with regard to the regulation of 
production, but also with regard to the question of marketing and other 
things. And the llengal Jute Enquiry Committee of 1938 discussed 
not only the recommendations of the Finlow (\)mmiltee, hut they made 
a very critical study of the problem and .suggested that nothing but 
simultaneous provision of three things would raise the price of jute. 
Of those thre<* provisions, the fir.st and the basie was the regulation of 
production; the second was — the setting up of an organisation for the 
sale f»f the entire output of jute on behalf of the jute-growers under the 
protection or under t)ie patronage of (jovqrnmcnt; and the third was — 
the simultaneous establishment and regulation of markets all over the 
province with w'urehouses so that the jute-grower, whenevef he needed 
the sale of his jute, might store it in the bonded wartdiouse in the 
regulated market and get some price and thereafter, when the jbte crop 
60 stocked would be sold at a high price, he might be paid the balance. 
But Government appears not to have taken any notice of any of these 
rec’ornmendations. Government has told us that regulation of produc- 
tion alone will raise the price, and they have taken up the work of 
regulation. But as 1 shall presently point out, Sir, that regulation of 
the jute crop for the next year cannot raise the price. The honourable 
members know that after the consumption of this year’s crop during the 
current jute season, there will be an excess of no less than GO lakhs of 
bales, i.e., 3 crore maunds. 1 am afraid that during the next jute 
aeason also the jute mills and shippers will not be able to consume more 
than 25 to do lakhs of bales. 8o with the quantity of jutegsiready in* 
stock it will be possible to supply the jute mills and the shippoks their 
requirements not only for the next year but also for the year after 
next. So, any jute which may be produced in the next year, 1 am 
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afraid, will be sold for a mere song. Personally speaking, I am in 
favour of no production in the next year. We, the non-official members 
of the Jute Advisory Ooininitlee, who were in the majority, recom- 
mended reduction of production during this coming season to one- 
fourth, but Government, probably to satisfy the European elements in 
the industry and trade, raised that one-fourth — they did not accept our 
recommendation — to one-third. Sir, I have moved about my consti- 
tuency. The peasants do not say that they do not want regulation. 
They also now understand that regulation is necessary. But, Sir, what 
fias been done? They have been very seriously affected by the wrong 
records that have been made. In law there is a provision for registra- 
tion of jute lands where no crop other than jute is produced. I am 
sure the Hon’ble Minister will not be able to say that any land has 
been rec'orded in any part of this province as showing that thereon 
no crop other than jute can be grown. Then again, Sir, this land 
registration has been made upon the basis of settlement records. But 
what has happened in conse([uence is that lands which have come into 
existence after the settlement operations, especially the char lands, 
have not been recorded, although on most of tho‘«e char lands notliing 
but jute is grown. Gn the fa<’e of it, Sir, the jute land record has 
been faulty. 

Another curious thing which, 1 think, will lx* borne out by my 
friends in this IIou.se, has been that the recorders have gone to 
the villages and have re<‘orded the lands according to settlement plot 
numbers, but no settlement map has been relayed. What has happened? 
The recorder has stopped on one plot of land and has asked the people 
for the number of that plot. Where the number has been correctly 
supplied, the rei'ord has Ix^en correctly made, but where the number 
has been wrongly supplie<l, the entire record has been wrong. I say 
this from my personal knowledge. 1 am also a cultivator. I have 
got seven plots of jute land in one mauza. The recording of only one 
plot of those seven plots has been correctly made, while the recording 
of the other six plots has been absolutely bogus. Such has been the 
case with almost every jute-grower in this province. The jute-gro#er» 
have been aggrieved by such wrong record. What they urge upon — 
I would request ftie Minister of Agriculture to listen to me — is that 
this record should not be given effect to during the sowing time of 
1942, and that a fresh record should be prepared for that year’s 
regulation through the agency of union boards, according to the 
suggestion which the Hon’ble Minister himself made at the Conference 
•held in hi^ office where several non-official members including myself 
wei^ piesent. I^et the union boards make a record without incurring 
any additional expenditure and let those records be acted upon during 
the next year. The HonHile Minister should make a statement that 
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no regulation shall W continued upon this wrong and bad record. 
If the Hon’ble Minister does not agree, I shall vote for refusal of the 
demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I nm afraid the time is over. I am told that 
there are only four demands on which members would like to raise 
specific issues. They are “liand Revenue,” “Agriculture”, “Police” 
and “Jails.” If I allow 25 minutes for each of these demands, it will 
nearly come up to the time, keeping the rest half an hour for other 
things. I want to adjust the discussion accordingly. As regard'd 
the other demands besides these four, they will have to lx* guillotined. 

Matlivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I think, Sir, 25 minutes for 
each demand will not be sufficient. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All that could he said 
has been said by each one of the experts on the other side. For 
instance, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has criticised the jiolice so 
vigorously that I do not think that it is necessary for any honourable 
member 

Mr. aOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, are we having replies by 
instalments? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, ordei . The House will now take up “Land 
Keveniu‘.“ Sir Rijoy, will y<»u plea*s(* move >our <lemand? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I have 
alread\ moved it. 

* i- 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I lH*g to move that tbe^dagiand of 
Rs. 1,40,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — liund Revenue” 
during the current \ear l>e reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, Government draw a rosy picture at the time when they appoint 
a Committee, but wlicn the\ are forced into a tight corner, the.t are 
unable to do anything tangible for the people of India. This, Sir, is 
a way to get out of difficulty and to shelve the main issue. This has 
been the policy of the British Government from the last century 
beginning from the year 1881 right up to now when there are so many 
committees. We can understand pure die-hards of bureaucratic days 
acquainting them»elve.s with the knowledge of the country at the 
expense orour money, but we fail to understand why this |iovernment* 
should have so many committees. These committees invariaMy^make 
delay in the publication of their reports. Now there are so many 
committees like the Rice Committee, the Floud Committee, and these 
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committees have all submitted their reports. So far as the Floud 
Committee is concerned, their pport consists of two volumes, and we 
were under the impression that there would be twojaaore volumes, but 
they have not yet seen the light of the day. After the report of the 
Floud Committee was published, Government appointed another 
committee to sit in judgment over that report, but the report of the 
last mentioned committee has not yet come out. There are also two 
other committees of which note has been given in the Explantory 
Memorandum, namely, the Bent Enquiry Committee and the Non- 
Agricult ural Lands Enquiry Committee. At the time when the Non- 
Agricultural (Temporary Provisions) Bill was passed, the Son’ble 
Minister in charge of Land Revenue said that within two years’ time 
he would come up with a comprehensive Bill. Now, Sir, he comes to 
tell us that this committee should have finished their labours last year, 
but that they could not finish their labours. No reason whatsoever 
has been given on that account. The Government have not told us 
what steps they have taken to expedite action on their recommenda- 
tions, Therefore, we find that this expenditure is a sheer waste of 
money. 

Now, Sir, if we scrutinise the budget, we find that the revised 
total receipts are only short of the original budget estimates bj 
Bs. 19*18 lakhs and the total revenue expenditure estimate revised is 
estimated to be only dl-17 lakhs in excess, in sj)ite of large non- 
recurring extra expenses under: — 



Rs. 


(Lakhs.) 

Agriculture 

... 55-20 

Police 

... 5*73 

J ails 

... 2-09 

Education 

... 6-64 


69-66 


totalling Rs. 69 G6'*lakh8, The revised t^stimates thus show at most a 
deterioration of Bs. 50*35 lakhs from the budgetary position, including 
non-recurring expenses of Bs. 69*66 lakhs, out of which about Bs. 30 
lakhs on account of jute purchases and about Rs. 25 lakhs on account 
of agricultural credit are realisable in the near future. 

* 

TlM«HM'blt Sir SIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: On a point of 
order, Sir. Are these figures relevant to the demand under “Land 
Bevenue”? 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: In a way 1 am that there ia no 

taxation needed for meeting the present position. 

TIm Hon'bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: These remarks 
may be pertinent to a general discussion. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Y oil have misunderstood me thoroughly. All 
that I want to suggest is that there is no point in having committees 
and, therefore, we should refuse the grant under this head. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,40,000 for expenditure under the head “7 -l4aiul 
Revenue” during the current year In* rediu'ed by Rs. 100. 

I move this cut motion, Sir, only to bring it to the notice 
of the ministry as well as the members of the House, the danger 
that is overhanging this province. Three years baik a resolution 
was accepted by this House under which a committee to enquire 
into the conditions of rents in Bengal was appointed. It woa 
contemplated then that after getting the report of the committee, 
Government would bring in a legislation to reduce, where possible, the 
rent of the agriculturists, and during the first amendment of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act it was enacted that the realisation of the enhanced 
rent of the tenants of Bengal would be suH])ended for ten years. If 
during this period of ten years no legislation be passed to reduce 
or to do anything in respect of the rent, the accumulated rent of the 
tenants would be realised at a time because the question of limitation 
would not arise then. Unless and until the Govern in ent ^speedily get 
this report and bring forward a legislation, a good number of tenants 
will be ousted from their holdings. 

Then again, Sir, about a year ago we passed a temporary legislation 
suspending some of the decrees and pending cases aguiust the mm- 
agricultural tenants of Bengol, and it was also expected at that time 
that immediately after passing that legislation Goremraent w^ould get 
the report of the committee and bring forward a legislation to meet 
the requirements of the clamouring non-agricultural tenants. Up to 
this time Government have not taken any steps. If, during the present 
regime, Government could not get any legislation whatsoever passed, 
the next Government coming into power may not take it in the light 
in which we are thinking now, and the result will be that 'most of the 
noQ-agricultural tenants will be ousted, some from their homestead 
lands and some from their workshops. So, I submit that the present 
• ministry should, *as soon as practicable, get the reports from those 



262 


DEMAND FDR GRANTS. 


[12th Fkb., 


committees and try to forward legislations to meet the require- 

ments of the situation. If thef do not do that, the tenants of Bengal, 
both agricultural and non-agricultural, will be ruined in the near 
future. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the cut motions. We are aware that there are committees to 
solve and committees to shelve. But I can assure my honourable friend 
that this Government up till now have not appointed any committee 
to shelve. They have appointed committees to solve. They have 
appointed three committees. One is the Land Revenue Commission, 
to which a reference was made by my esteemed friend Mr. Banerji. 
The Commission submitted its report only in April last year. Then, 
Government appointed an experienced senior member of the Indian 
Civil Service to go into the report and examine the recommendations 
and to make his suggestions with reference to the administrative 
problems tliat it might give rise to. Sir, we have just received the 
report of Mr. Gurner on the Land Revenue Commission’s report and 
that report is under examination. Government hope to come to a 
decision one way or the other before long. So, it is not a fact that 
Government appointed the Land Revenue Commission to shelve this 
problem. They are genuinely anxious to solve this problem. It is 
not a problem to be shelved. But I hope my hoimurable friends will 
realise that the issues involved are as big as the nation’s life and they 
cannot be solved overnight. 

Ah regards the other two committees, viz., the Rent Reduction 
Committee and Non-agricultural Tenancy Committee, the latter I hope 
is going to submit its report w'ithin this montli. Sir, to give imme- 
diate respite to the tenants of non-agricultural area, Government did 
puss legislation last year and it is a temporary provisions Bill. We 
fully appreciate the danger of not undertaking a comprehensive legisla- 
tion so long at the temporary legislation is on the statute book and I 
ho|>e that as soon as the report of the committee is received, Government 
will have it examined and w’ill bring forward legislation at the earliest 
opportunity. As regards the Rent Reduction Committee, various 
particulars were asked for by the members of the committee. More- 
over, to acquire firsthand knowledge, the members of the committee, 
after discussion, decided to visit several districts. They VLsited, so far 
as I remember, Bakarganj, Mymensingh, Faridpur and Howrah. 
The committee have not yet finally submitted their report. So it is not 
entirely the fault of the Government that they have not yet been able 
to take any step in the matter. Neither do I think that the members 
of the committee are to be blamed. (Mr. Abu Hossaik Sarkar: Then 
who is to blame?) 1 would request my honourable friend Mr. Abu 
Hossaiu Sarkar to realise that the rate of rent is one of the most difficult 
problem that any Government may have to face. 'It is not easy to* 
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fiugget^t an ad hoc riMhiction of rent. The feiiility of the Roil, nearneRR of 
market, eonimunication facilities, demand of a ]>articular produce — all 
these questions have to be considered before the rate of rent can be 
fixed. So I think that the committee is perfaotly justified in going 
into detail, in taking into consideration the various aspects of the 
question and in ascertaining information <»n all these points before 
coming to a decision, and I do not think the House wants the coinmiitee 
to submit a report without due consideration of the various questions. 

Sir, I sincerely hope that before long the committee will come for- 
ward with concrete proposals so as to enable tioverinnent to undertake 
legislation also on that point. ^ 

With these few words, Sir, I oj>pose tlo* motions. 

The motion of Mr. P. Hancrji that the demaml (<f Its. 1 .40,900 for 
exp<‘ndlinre niuler the head “Land Kt^venne he reihieed hy Ks. 100 
was tloMi ])ut and lost. 

T}i(‘ motion (d Mi'. Ahu Ilos^ain Saikar tloit llie demand of 
Its. 1,40.000 lor expenditure under the head “7 Land Kevenue'’ be 
reduced liy It** 1(H) was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES- 45. 


AMil Wihti, Matlvl. 

Ak« NMMin tarur. Maalfl. 

Abal rail, Mr. M. 

Aaimaiaia, AkaiM Mr. M. 
Saatrjl, Mr. P. 

Baatrjl, Mr. latya Priya. 

Mama, Maka Prtailiarl. 

■araiaa, Ikyawa Praaa4. 
Mkawaqk, Or. MaMaia Okaaira. 
■towaa, MaM iakakaii Narayaa. 
•liwat, Mr. Saraa^ra Natk. 

•aaa, Mr. karat Okaakra. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. katlakra Natk. 
Mkaakkart, Nai Haraakn Natk. 
Oaa, Mr. MaBaiakaa. 

Oat Mafia, Maka Kkaftakra Natk. 
Mat Mafia, IrIJat NtrMkra Natk. 
Dalai. Mr. Mara a i ra Natk. 

Matia Mataaikar, Mr. NIkaraaka. 
Enkakat Nakaa, Kail. 

Mkata, Mr. Alai Kriakaa. 
• t a aa i ki a Akaak, Hr. 

Mafia. Mr. kaftak Nkaaknu 


Qafta, Mr. k. N. 

NiMa All Okaakkary, Mr. lyak. 
kaiaa, Mr. I. D. 
kaaak All Majaiakar, MaaM. 
Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaakra. 
Kaaka, Mr. NiakHka Natk. 

MaJI, Hr. AkaaHa Kanar. 
Malaaikar, Hra. HiMifrava. 
Mai, Mr. Itwar Okaakra. 

Mwikat NaMla, Mr. 

Mallltfc, Irijat Aikaloak. 

Natkar, Hr. Naai Okaakra. 

Nay, Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Nay, Hr. KIraa Oaakar. 

Nay, Mr. KMkari Pall. . 

Nay, Mr. Haaaiatka Natk. 
•aayal, Mr. laMeka itkkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
•aa-Mafta. Mra. NaWa. 

•lagka, Maka Kakatra Natk. 
tlaka, lrl|at Haalakra Mkaaaa. 
laaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEi-^IM. 



AMM Naaiii, Hr. A. H. 


AkkaMa Al Ha k aiaa k , Mr. 

Akkar Nak«fN, Kkaa takakar A. f . H. 
Akkar NaiikW H a k Htak, Mr. 

Ak kar Naakaak, MaaM Mk. 

Akkar Mmd, Kkaa Nikakar tkak# 

Akkar Manak, MaaM. 

AMw MmIvI a 


AkUar Mim t kaa kk e r y, Kkia j ak a k a r Maahrl, 
AkatmiMla, MaaM. 
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AM Mtiata Mf« 

AM mrnM. 

AkiMiAHI«ifM«H»KluuiMHii»rMMMa< ^ 
Alim# Alt MfMlM* MMlvt. 

Alim# HMatat Mr. 

AlliM##l» Atom#, KhM •■l•#•r MMfi. 

Amk AH Mia, MmM M#. 

Aawaral AtlM, KbM taliMhir M#. 

AMirafali, Mr. M. 

AM# Mmaia Kbaa, Kbaa tababar Maalfl. 
Aibar All, Maahri. 

•a#ni##aia, Mr.gya#* 

•Irbaiyra, Mr Maary, lart. 

•liwai, Mr. Raitk Lai. 

•bippaaMa, Mr.#. W. 

Bpa, Hal labib KirM ibataa. 

Dm, Daba Oabaabra Nalb. 

I#bar, Mr. Upaa#raaalb. 

Parba# Raia Oba«#bary, Mr. M. 

Parbat Raaa Kbaaaai, Ragaai. 

PaaM Nag. tba Naa*bla Mr. A K. 

Patlal Aaa#fr, Kbaa Rababar Maahri. 

Padar Rabaiaa, Mr.(Oaaaa). 

Pailar Rabaiaa, Mr.(Myamalafb). 

•labblag, Mr. o. 

•yaiabbla Ahaiab bbaabbary, AlhabJ. 

Nbblballab, tba llaa*bta Rawab iababar k., at 
Daaaa. 

Habaabbia bbaabbart. Maalvl. 

MaaiMabbia Abaiab, Kbaa aabib. 

NaMaanaaiaa, Maahri Mb. 

Naibaai All Kbaa, Kbaa Rababar Maalfl. 
Nawblaii, Mr. R. #. 

Naabry, Mr. oatlb. 

Nayaraab, Mr. Ragan. 

Ibrii Abiaab Mia, Maalfl. 
balalabbla Abaiab, Kbaa Rababar Maalfl. 
bailaiabbla Abaiab, Kbaa iabab MaaM. 
KaMrabbla Kbaa, Kbaa Rababar MaalfL 
Kaaaaby, Mr.i.R. 

Matragar, Mr.t.t. 

Malaabbla Abaiab, Dr. 

Mablab, Mabaralbaaiar tfbay Obaab. 

MaHal, Mr. iaaba Rabarl. 

MaabaLMr. bagal Obaabra. 


Maalrabbla Akbaab, MaaM. 

Maiab AH Kbaa Paaal, Al-Nabl MaaM. 
MabaaiBMb AN, Kbaa Rababar. 

Margaa,Mr.R., OJJI. 

Madaai AH MtHab, MaaM M. 

Mabaaiaiab Ibrabiai, MaaM. 

Mabaaiiaab libagaa, Maalfl. 

Mabaaiaiab Itral, MaaM. 

MalHah, tba llaa*bl« Mr. Makaaba Rabat/. 
Maltiak, Mr. Palla Rabary. 

Maabarrap Naaaala, tba Naa'Wa Raarab, Kbaa 
Rababar. 

Maatagaaraal Nagaa, Mr. lyab. 

Haaby, tba liM*bla Mabarala Sriaabaabra, af 
Caaalaibaiaf. 

Haaarallab, Nawabtaba K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Paltaa, Mr. W.C. 

Ralkat, tba Naa*bla Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Rajibabbhi Taratbar, MaaM. 

Raiaar Rabaiaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaaiay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 

•abarabbia Abaiab, Mr. 
tabrabbla Abaiab. Naji. 

•ababa*Alaai, Mr. lyab. 

•ailai. Mr. 1. A. 

•aaaaliab, AI-NabJ Maalaaa Dr. 

•arkar, Raba Mabhaiabaa. 

•atiaaa, Mr. R. M. 

•arajal lalaai, Mr. 

•babababbia, Mr. Kbaraja, O.R.C. 

Ibaaiiabbla Abnab Kbaabhar, Mr. 
liaalalr, Mr.#. P. 

•irbar, Raba Utta Maaba. 

•aiitb. Mr. H.Rrabaat. 

•tafaa, Mr.#. W.R. 

•abraararby, tba Naa'bla Mr. H. 1. 
bpallar, Mr.#. N. 

TaaiUabbia Kbaa, tba Naa'bla Mr. 

Tafal Abaiab Obaabbary, Maalfl Hall- 
Walhar, Mr.#. R. * 

WaJhar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaiat All Obaabbary, Mr. 


The Aye# being 45 and the Noes 104, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
of Us. 1,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head — Land 
Revenue during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


2S~-d«iis and Convict Sottlomonta. 

Tho Hon*bio Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation. of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Es. 2,16^000 be granted for expenditure under the head **28 — 
Jails and ('onviot Settlements** during the current year. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUOHURIs Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 246,000 lor expenditure under the head **2S— Jails 
and Contiot Settlements*' be reduced by Es. 100. ^ 
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Sir, in tbe vast prison house known as British India, jails and in 
particular the treatments of prisoners in jails, have developed into a 
matter of great public concern, particularly at a time when even the 
very best of us cannot keep out of them. But, Sir, we see that the 
Government is not prepared to face the situation from the public point 
of view. Had the Government attitude changed in any way regarding 
the treatment of the prisoners in respect of provision for their footl at 
least, such an inadequate demand w'ould not have been made at all. 
The supplementary demand of Rs, 1.04,000 is undoubtedly a demand 
for extra grant, but for what purpose!^ For dietary charges in respect 
of Central Jails, Rs. b.OOO, — here it has to be noted that there is no 
mention of any provision for the Presidency Jail, — anti then comes the 
dietary charges in respect of District Jails, Rs. 71,001), and, thirdly, 
for the same charges in respect of Subsidiary Jails. Rs. 28,000. And 
what are the grounds on which this demand is going to be put forward P 
The Explanatory Memorandum says: “The adtlitional demand under 
‘Dietary charges’ is due to increase in the number of prisoners as well 
as in the price of foodstuffs.” Therefore, it will be seen that no 
improvement in respect of the present unsatisfactory scale of their 
dietary charge.s is at all contemplated. Had tliere been no increase in 
the number of prisoners, no rise in tbe price of commodities, there 
would not have been this demand at all. Hut, Sir, you w'ill remember 
that lately there was a hunger-strike for the low scale of diet allowance 
of the detained persons. I will remind you of the adjournment motion 
that was moved in tliis IIou.se in N(»veml>er last when the demands of 
the Security prisoners were pressed for consideration. The Hon'hle 
Sir Nazimuddin then .said that he would crinsider their case, and 
althougl]^ he was not prepared to grunt consolidated allow'nnces, he 
would fiOQsider the rates of their food chaiges as well as other demands. 
But what xVas the upshot of his consideration? They were granted an 
allowance of annas only per head. Sir, just consider the treatment 
that was meted out only a few years ago hy the hureoucratic Govern- 
ment to the detenus. According to the Government statement, every 
detenu in jail or Herhiiinpore camp was entitled to a daily dietary 
allowance of I2.J annus, but now in the case of the Security prisoners, 
men who have not been trie<l and convicted at all, they are going to 
make a provision f)f annas per head only. Xot only that. The 
allowance of Deoli detenus was then lo annas. And wrhat was more, 
they were granted a personal allowance of Rs. 9 each, but even (hat 
treatment is now being denied the Security prisoners. 

In moving fhi.s motion, Sir, I therefore demand in the first place 
that the Government should make their position tilear in respect of the 
Security prisoners, vis., whether they are really going to treat them in 
a better way or not. 

Then, Sir, 1 would pass on to the treatment that is now being meted 
^out to prisoners cxmvicied under the Defence of India Act. Well, Sir, 
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Bs convicted prisoners they are classified under the Jail Code mostly 
as Division II and Division IM prisoners and as such prisoners they 
are being supplied with such food as is provided under the Jail Code. 
No special consideration is at all made to them, in spite of the fact that 
men who are members of the Legislature find themselves there in the 
jail now. Sir, even in respect of political prisoners of Division II 
class, I had in course of my visit to one of the Central Jails, I mean the 
Dum-Dum Central Jail, <o make these remarks in July last: — 

* ‘There was another matter in which political prisoners were feeling 
dissatisfied. Their scheduled diet permitted only a few alterations 
and even some of these alteralioUH are being denied to them on the 
ground of cost when actual expenditure on their diet, they said, was 
below the limit allowed. For instance, instead of dahi they can have 
fruits under the rule, yet if a person demands cocoaiiut, he is not allowed 
that on the ground that it might cost only a pie more. Such a refusal 
is not fair when the average expenditure ])er head per day is below 
7 annas in place of annas fixed by (lovernment order.” Sir. can 
pettiness go further in the name of parsinH)ny ^ 

1 would again call upon the (lovernmetit to make their position clear 
whether they desire that such economy should be practised in the matter 
T)f provision of diet of Division 11 i>risoner.s. 1 am informed. Sir. that 
the prisomus in Ilijli Central Jail are being jnovided with coarse rice 
mixed up wuth inedible things. Thirdly, in moving this motion I 
'Cannot afford to forget the diet. provision for the Third Class or Division 
III prisoners — the common run of prisoners. You will find, if you refer 
to the Jail ('ode, that the allowance of fish and such other things is 
not at all sufficient so far as the Bengali prisoners are con 9 ernBd. The 
fact is that so little fi.sh is provided to the common run of prisoners 
that they prefer to go without fish one day in order tlmt they may 
have a bit more of fish on another day. Sir. that is a condition of 
affairs in which it must be admitted tliere is room for improvement, and 
I hope that the Government will take their ca.se, i.c., the case of the 
Division III prisoners, also into consideration, particularly having 
regard to the fact that in Bengal the prisoners suffer mostly from 
bowel complaints as, to practise economy, instead of fish they are 
supplied w'ith more and more dal. For humanity’s sake Government 
should not insist on economy being made in jail expenditure, in respect 
of dietary charges at least, 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to support the 
rut motion moved by Mr. Chaudhuri. At the outset, I wish to speak 
about Chittagong. Every time I go to Chittagong, I hear complaints 
fnim not only yoxing boys but from men who would not speak lightly 
Bbout a matter of this kind. The food supplied in the Chittagong Jail 
is really disgraceful. When I hear that annas cs allowed, I am 
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really isurprised that in ( hittaii^ong the uinouut allowed per prisoner is 
only 3i annas. Even if that amount could W given to the prisoners 
themselves, they might he able to have some kind of decent fmal. 
Now in the morning they are given some kind of boiled rice — hipshi; 
in the day they are given rice and vegetable curry, made of vegetables 
which I am tohl is not fit for human consumption. Again, in the 
evening they are given the same kind of diet. I put some questions 
about this matter, but the Minister in charge got out of it very cleverly 
without giving me an answer. He said that “there are no ])risoners 
coming* under the head of Apolitical prisonei>’ ’* and, therefore, my 
second, third and fourth questions did not arise. 1 do not know under 
what category these boys are, but they should not be known as crimi- 
nals. They are boys of good families; they arc boys (d education, and 
they are kept there in a manner which is not fit for anyone but crimi- 
nals. I do not know if I can speak on the matter of lights to-day. Dut 
they have given one light in a room big enough for boys. They are 
shut in there from O-'IO p.m. No urraiigemeiits are made for sports, 
games or any other recreation, and 1 would ask that an enquiry be 
made and a decent amount of money provided for the prisoners of the 
Chittagong Jail. 

Sir, I would also like to say that 1 think tliis aimmnt wliich has 
been demanded might have waited until the report of the Jail Kmjuiry 
Committee was available. 

Sir, with these words 1 support the cut motion. 

Mr^ CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Si], in HU])porling the motion 
moved by Mr. Chaudlniri. 1 submit before >ou tbiU besides the 
inadequacj’^ ol the dietary charges iiiere are oilier tbin^.n wliiidi the 
Government ought to look into, and we have got a prumise from the 
Hon^ble Home Minister himself that in the case of Security prisoners 
after the hunger-strike had been called off, he would look into the 
matter with a 8>Tnpathetic spirit as soon as po.ssible. J’ho hunger- 
strike was called off on the ]7th J)eceniber . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, that is not the subjeci-maiier. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: He is speaking on the 
main demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the main demand the issue that we are to 
discuBS is^the inadequacy of the dietary charges and there is nothing 
about the hunger-strike. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On ceHain assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Home Minister, the — ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKERS It is only in respect of dietary charges that the 
main demand arises. ^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I have got my own motion on 
this point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This year there is nothing but dietary charges 
and purchase of raw materials in the n»ain demand. You can speak 
only on those subjects. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir. 1 want to draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that \ chattack of ghcc, A chattack of mustard oil, 1/16 
chattack of nehu and d/lh chattack of condiment and 8 chattack of 
butter are given to each prisoner per day. Security prisoners and 
Divisions 1 and 11 prisoners come under this category. With this the 
hunger-strike began, and wc got an assurance from the Government, 
and specially from the Hon’ble Home Minister, that as soon as the 
hunger-strike was called off. Government would look into the matter 
with sympathetic spirit, and Government admitted that in their 
coin mum gu/'. Our Leader, Mr. Sarat {’hundra Hose, and our Deputy 
Leader, Mr. Santosh Kumar Hasu, and my humble self had a long 
discussion with the Hon'ble Minister about this, and w'p wrote 
a letter to the prisoners in this connection. They called off 
the hunger-strike, but up till now my information is that nothing has 
been done. Coarse rice with gravel is being supplied to the Hijli 
Special dail prisoners — Security prisoners — and they are detained 
without trial ^ I submit that on account of this dietary condition, the 
health of every prisoner is broken. 1 ask — I do not know whether Sir 
Bijoy will «peak on behalf of the Home Minister — I ask the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to go there himself wdth Sir Hijoy to look into the 
matter and see how the prisoners are living there. Books and news- 
papers are not regularly supplied to them. Even the families of these 
prisoners are starving now, and no arrangement for their allow'ance has 
been made as yet. All these we discussed with the Hon’ble Home 
Minister, and he promised to do everything possible as soon as the 
hunger-strike w^as called off. The hunger-strike was called off on the 
17th Dei'ember, and we had discussion on the 2nd January, and to-day 
is the 12th February and “as soon as” has not come yet! I say that 
in dealing with the convicted prisoners and in dealing specially with 
prisoners who are detained without trial, Government must be 
sympathetic. The prisoners can demand their trial, but Government 
have not the courage to frame any charge against them. 

Sir, may I aak the Hon’ble Chief Minister or the Hon’ble Home 
Minister to produce before this House the remarks made by the Dktiiet. 



Mag^0trate of Midnapore about the Hijli Jail ia the Visitora* Book. 
I think Government have not the courage to produce those remarks. 
Those remarks will show how tliese prisoners are kept, fed and clad. 

Sir, with these remarks I support the cut motion moved by my 
friend Rai Harendra Xath Chaudhuri. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before the lloa'ble 
Minister gives a reply to this cut motion, may I make a request to him 
through you? There was a question tabled by Mr. Pratul Chandra 
Ganguly re garding certain griev ances of prist)nerji..nn. . hiULgar-strike. 
Supplementary questions were^ask^erT and the Hon ble Home Minister — 
the actual and not the pseudo-Hoine Minister — assured us about a week 
ago that he would be prepared to give a reply to these tl»ings if a separate 
short-notice question was put or when the matter came up in connection 
w’ith the supplementary estimates. He has not come to-day, and I 
appreciate the ditliculty of Sir Bijoy. 1 hope the HorCble Minister 
w’ill not simply gloss over the matter by giving a general and vague 
reply. He may get himself posted by persons sending in slips. We 
want to know what are the terms and conditions as between the Home 
Minister and our Leader on which the hunger-strike wa.s called off and 
which of these terms aiul conditions have been fulfilled and to what 
extent and, if not. why they have not betm fulfilled up till now. The 
point ot my question is that we do not make a seeret of it that the 
hunger-striking prisoners who called oft thft hunger-strike felt ihul they 
were deluded by the false promises made; and we would not be surpriscil 
it on account of this breaeh of faith the prisoners arc again comindled 
to resort to a fresh hunger-strike. 

(At this stage the Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy rose to 
speak.) 

Mi^. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijoy, would you just wait for a minute, 
please. 

While Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy would be speaking, I would ask 
the House to settle whether I shall take up the “Agriculture’* budget 
or the “Police” budget next. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, we would like to take 
up the “Police” budget first, as it is more important. 

Tlii HoifbM 8ir BldOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYs Sir, at the 
outset I may inform the House that there was no undertaking given by 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
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Mr. SAtANKA 8EKHAR tANYAL: It was not an undertaking, 

but there was an understandinjf 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Very weU, 
there was no understanding between the Leader of the Opposition and 
the HoVble the Home Minister on whieh the hunger-strike w’as with- 
drawn. There was none whatsoever. Sir, as you were pleased to 
observe, I think the points which have been raised by my friends 

opposite are wholly irrelevant, because the demanc^ is merely for 

additional expenditure due to the rise in the number of prisoners as 

well as in the price of foodstuffs. So this has nothing to do with the 

general policy about the political prisoners, the convicted prisoners or 
about the calling off of a hunger-strike 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. On a point of information, Sir. 
What is the increase in the number of prisoners due toP 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that is my 
first submission. 

Then, Sir, my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has described 
British India as a huge prison house. I think he ought to congratulate 
himself that he is in this prison house and not in a Nazi concentration 
('amp 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR ''^NYAL* CK which Sir Bijoy Prasad 
is a jail warder. 

Tho Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, it is because 
be is in this so-called prison house that lie is emboldened to criticiae, 
I should say, i n tin g igJ<»,apo ^ble^nd flippant manner. 

Sir, Government in 1938 appointed a committee to enquire ^ifto the 
dietary conditions of our jails, and the finding of that committee is that 
we in Bengal spend the largest amount of money on d56t amongst all 
the provinces in India 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do you know your 
number of prisoners P 

Tha Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is an 
undoubted fact that we spend the largest amount 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What is the rate of 
expenditure per head of the prisoners? 
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Tlw Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt Sir, so far aa 


tbe rate per head is concerned, we spend more than any other 
prorisce 


Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What is your rate per 
head? 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You are speaking of 
Division III rat^s, but is it not a fact that in some of the other proviiiiMiS 
the classification of political prisoners as Division II prisoners has been 
almost abolished, but much more is spent on them? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. If the ineinbers are not anxious 
to hear you. Sir Bijoy, and if they only interrujft in this fashion, it is 
no grood for you to make any >peecli. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. the point is that 
he does not know the facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut it is up to you, Mr. Hai t’haudhuri, to give 
him a patient hearing, and then you cun discuss his sptHH’h on another 
occusifui. 


Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
Sir. We want to have vour decision^o^Uhe point whetlicr the word 
“flippant” is parliainciitarv or nut. ^ 


Mr, SPEAKER: I must sjy that of lute there have been expressions 
used in thjs House which, thougli ab>sol^^e^v unpi^^liameTitary xji.. 
t hg^^se ia which they are lisedT i t is certainly undesirable to use i n. 
parliament ary debates. Unlv tCe other day the expression “im uudence ** 
was used wmle referring to a member of the Treasury Bench; 1 aid not 
hear iii^t&en; otherwise 1 would jtave called upon the member who ma.d« 
ii4t L withdraw the expression, imust tell you that “impudence” and 
“flippant” ar^nbt words which should be used in orderly pari i amen taryX' 
debates. 


Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If my friend 
takes objection to the word “flippant” I not only withdraw, Sir, but 
apologise for having used it. But I hope my honourable friend would 
follow his own precept in his own case. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARl Sir, we congratulate 
the Hon'ble Minister fer revising the flippant mood in which he has 
been addressing the House! 
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TIm Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, we 
appointed a committee, and that committee went into the whole 
question of diet and have submitted their report. And according to 
their report we spend more money per head than any other province in 
India. 


Mr. 3A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister—^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If you obstruct the debate by 
interrupting the Hon’ble Minister in this way, it would be impossible 
for me to properly conduct the business of the House. If, however, 
you have any information to obtain, you can do so after the conclusion • 
of his speech. 

Th« Hon’bla 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: As a matter of 
fact, Sir, my friends should know that when the prisoners come back 
from jails, they generally come back replenished in health. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Go there, Sir Bijoy, you look 
so thin ! 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, this shows 
that the prisoners are very w^ "looked after, and that they get whole- 
some food. Moreover, there are non-ofliciul jail vi>itors, and, so 
far, there were very few complaints made by them. (Cries of 
“Question, question,” from the Opposition Benches.) The prisoners 
are given \) annas and G pies per head per diem which works out at 
about Ks. 18 per head. I put it to my honourable friend, Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, how many people in this province cap spend 
Rs. 18 per head per month on food? * , 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: answer his 

question? He has put it direct to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, not now. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: But, Sir Bijoy must 
remember that' they are not criminals. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I appeal to you to 
give me an opportunity to reply to the question which the Hon’ble 
Minister has put to me direct. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It you ^o on iiiterniptiii^r tlip Hon’blp Minister 
every moment in this fa.shion, 1 put it to you to tell me whether any 
debate in any parliament can be carried on propt^rly. There is no 
doubt that in parliamentary debate^ it must be realised that one party 
will always try to say that the other purt\ is misleading: the country; 
but there is no reason why every minute a sj>»'aker should be interrupted 
as you have been doinjf now. Jn that ease the onl\ alternative left to 
the Speaker would he to take a most dra.stie step which, however, 1 do 
not like to take. 1 would, therefore, ask the members of the Opposi- 
tion to be more patient. 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I find, Sir, 

that my friends are not anxious to have an\ iniormation on the points 
they have raised, it is no g-ood ni) oiakin^ a rejd\ to them in the midst 
of HO much noisy interruptions. 

(At this stajjc Sir Hijo> Prasad Sin^h Uo> resumed his seat.) 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, the lion ble Minister 
has based bis ar^^ument on the assunijition that more money is spent per 
head in this jirovince. Does he know that in other provinces the 
ola8sifi(‘ation of Division 11 prisoners has lK*en uhfilished and that 
much more is spent upon other prisoners*' Dues hp know or does he not 
know y 

(No unswei was given.) 

The motion of Itai llarendra Noth <?!mudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 2,1(),0()U tor expenditure under the head “28 — .Jails and Donvict 
Settlements" reduced by Rs. lOO was then put and a division taken 
with tlie following result: — 

AYEI-45. 


AMrI W«Mi, MMlvi. 

Ak« NMtatelsrUr. 

AiImvMM AiipC Mr. 

«p. 

ftMtrti. ir. tatft friri. 

•MtrjM. Mr. 

Mrmn, ■«»« frRi I jip fl . 

•arm, taka Ikfawa rrawi. 
•kavaini. Or, OaMaSa CkaaSra. 
Wtvai, laka UI0liM< Rarafaa. 
•itwai, Mr. lartain Halk. 

•aia, Mr. tarai CkaaSra. 
•hakr^aity, Mr. JaHaira llaU. 
•iMaitairf, laf Naraaira Ratli. 
Om, Mr. M a a wakaa. 

Oai Oapte, iaka Kk afa a kr a Hatk. 
•M Mr. N«aakra Nalk. 

•ana MvaaiiAr. Mr. Nlkaraa*i. 
taMMM Wa s aa. Kaal. 

MOaaa. Hr. AM nrlakaa. 
tlwaiila AkaM. Mr. 

•apla, Mr.4.«. 

mtm AM mmMrnn* Mr. kyat. 


ialaa, Mr. I. 0. 
kaaak AU Majaaiiar, Maalvl. 
Kaiaar, Hr. Atal Okaatfri. 
Kaaia, Mr. HMklffca Nalk. 
Maiaiakar, Mra. Ntaia#rava. 
Mai. Mr. Iiwar Okaakra. 
Maakai. Hr. Anrila Lai. 
Haaial. Mr. kagaakra Nalk. 
Haakal Naaala. Mr. 

MalHak. irtlat AakaMk. 
Niakar. Mr. Naai Okaakra. 
HtaMiaf AH. Hr. fyak. 

Ray, Hr. kkara kkaakra. 

•ay. Hr. KIraa laakar. 

•ay, Mr. KHkarl fan. 

•ay, Mr. HaaaMka NMi. 
•aayal, Mr. Mfsaka Nkfcar. 
§m, Mr. AM kkaakra. 
•aa-«ap«i, Mra. HiMt. 
tiaka, irflal M aatak r a Bkaiaa. 
Tkakar, Hr. fnm&IU Mmim. 
XaaMM. Mr. A. M. A. 
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AM«I Ab1i» EMteM M. ^ 

AMil Matt, m. Wna. 

AMat Half, ttr. Ma. 

AM«I Malilai, MaaHrf. 

AMal llakl« VMuinfari. Maahri IM. 

AMal MaaMA A. ■. 

AMal Kaiar. Mr. <altoa Ul Mtali). 

AMalihAI HalUMaa, Hr. 

AMw Raima. Kiaa laiMlar A. r. M. 

AMar RaMiM Maiataai. Mr. 

AMar RaiNaa. Maalvi Mi. 

AMar Raaf, Kiaa Raiaiar liai. 

AMar Ratiak. Maalvi. 

AMat liaiaai. Maalvi Hi. 

AMiar Rau OMaiiary, Kiaa RaiMar Maalvi. 
AMI HaaMai. Maalvi. 

AMI Naaala Aiam, Hr. 

Aial Qaaaaai. Maalvi. 

Aiaiai All laayalpari. Kiaa RaMiar Maaiaaa. 
Aiaiai All MrMia. Maalvi. 

Aiaiai Haaala, Mr. 

AHasaMla AiaMi, Kiaa RaiMar Maalvi. 

AMlr All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aaararal Aalai, Kiaa RaiMar Mi. 

Aairalall. Hr. H. 

AaMi Maaaala Kiaa. KMa RaiMar Maalvi. 
AiMr AH. Maalvi. 

R aRrai i i l a. Mr. Syai. 

Bai, Ral aaiM KIrH Riaaaa. 
farMi Raaa RMwiiary, Mr. M. 

Fariat Raaa Kiaaaai, Ragaai. 

PaaM Naa. IM Naa*Ma Mr. A. K. 

Pailal Qaailr, KMa RaMiar Maalvi. 

Paalar Raima, Mr. (Oaaaa|. 

Paatar Raima, Mr. (Myrnaatafi). 
t ya i a i il a AiVNi Riaaiiary, AIMiJ. 
Riil MR a i . IM MM’Ma Ravrai RaiMar K., at 
Raaaa. 

RaUaiila RMaiMfl. MaalvL 
Naailiaiila AiaMi. Kiaa taili. 
Naaaaaanaiaa, Maatvl Mi. 

NatMai AN KMa, KMa Raiaiar Maalvi. 
Nataiinfi. Mr. R. i. 

Naairy, Mr. OavW. 

Ni ya raai, Mr. Rifara. 


HIrtaal. Mr. M. A. P. 

Mrla AiaiM Hit. Maalvi. 
ialalaMla AiaMi, Kiaa Raiaiar HaalvL 
RaMraMla KMa. KMa Raiaiar Maalvi. 
Kaaaaiy. Hr. I. R. 

HaRrafgar, Mr. R. R. 

Haitaiila AiaMi, Dr. 

HaMal, Mr. iagal i i aai ra. 

HaalraMla AiMai, Maalvi. 

MaMaiaiM All. KMa RaiMar. 

Margaa, Mr. R., i.I.E. 

Maalaai Ail MaNai. Maalvi M. 

Haiaaiiaai IMaMai, MaahrL 
MaMaiaiai laMaaa, Haahrt. 

MaMaiaiai liratt, HaalvL 

Hvmck, IM Haa'Ma Hr. Haiaaia Raiary. 

HaMai, Hr. RaHa RaMry. 

HaaMrrat Namla. IM Naa'Ma Rawai, KMA 
RaiMar. 

Hvatefavaal Nagaa. Hr. lyM. 

Naaiy, IM Naa'M# Maiaraja IrlaaMaira, at 
OaaalaiMtar. 

NaMraHai, NawaMaia K. 

Harlaa, Mr. H. R. 

RaiiaL IM Naa’Mf Mr. PraMaaa Dai. 

Rataar Raima Kiaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Diaaanjay. 

Ray, Mr. PaHraai. 

•aiarvMla Aiaiai, Mr. 
lairaMia Aiaiai. Haji. 
laMM-Alaia, Mr. tyai. 
laliai, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Raia Maiiaaaiaa. 

•arajai lalaai, Mr. 

IMiaiaiiia, Mr. Kiaaja, 6.R.E. 

Ikaaiiaiiia Aiaiai Kiaaikar, Mr. 

•latlalr. Mr. i. P. 

Ilriar, MM LRIa Maaia. 
laiHi, Hr. H. RraMat 
tlavaa, Mr. i. W. R. 

•akra«ariy, IM Haa’ila Hr. H. 1. 
tlMlar, Mr. i. H. 

TaailfaMla KMa, IM Naa'Ma Mr. 

Tafal AiaMi iMMiary, Maalvi Haji. 

Walkar, Hr. W. A. M. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 87, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Bru.sud Boy that a 

sum of Ks. 2,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28— 
Jails and Convict Settlements*^ during the current year was then put 
and agreed to. 


Poliotv 

Tht Hoffblt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 5,85,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“20 — ^Police” during the current year. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move 
thet the demand of Rs. for expenditure under the head ‘*29 — 

Police” during the current year be reduced by R«. 100. 

Sir, we have here the demand for an additional grant of 
Rs. 5,35,0(K) for police. The Hoii'ble Minister ptx>cluimed that lie 
would have liked to see the Opposition experience life in a N4iii 
priaon. He »aid this, Sir, in reply to Rai Hareiicira Nath (*h4iudhuri‘a 
assertion that the whole of India t4Mlay had Wen prett> nigh eon* 
verted into a prison camp. Sir, this grant is indeed one of the many 
indications that the British Government is ixin verting the country 
into a prison camp. Now at this Lite hour having learnt their lessons 
as a result of the real exploits of Naxi heroism which is bringing home 
to the British Government its own mi.sdeefls all the w<irld over, now 
so successfully practised b\ tlie Nauis fnir t.rctileucr over the 
British Government itself, — lessons drawn from the examples which the 
British Government has set tsi the world, it is now tximing forward in 
a secondhand manner to establish the Nari model of prison comps in 
India. But it is t<K) late. They are ('oming forward frantically to take 
added mwisure at a time when they are tottering in their own home- 
land. Sir, in this (connection, the thing thot is most significant is 
that the necessities arising out <d the (onlinuance of the war have 
been jilcaded for tlic purpose of advancing this additional (bonand. 
Sir, 1 ask through you the memhers opposite, I ask thiviugh you 
the memWrs of every se('tjou of the House, to (smsider whether 
we would not be justified in siiying that us a result of the war tlie 
people of this province luive been very laidly hit. As a I'esuli 
of the war effects, their incsmie instead of being augmented has b(*en 
very much reduced. At this time, the Bengal Government which has 
got no authority over the (Minducl of tlie w'ar is not justified in impos- 
ing an additional piece of Uixalion over the fieople of Bengal. Sir, 
if due to the w'ar (sinditlons any additional expenses arc reijuired 
these should, rightly spe<iking, wfiie from the funds of the British 
Government, from the British War Office. Sir, the people of Bengal 
should not W called upon to contribute one single pie for any purpose 
connected with the war. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing In this lonnected w’ith the 
war. It is the exigencies of the war w'hich necessitated the increase. 
Please discuss that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to draw 

the ottentipn of the House to the (Explanatory Memorandum where it 
is admitted that on the assumption that certain charges on thia 
account would be recovered from the Government of India, provision 
for this staff was made in the current year's budget under “63 — 

Extraordinary charges in India.” It now appears that os the staff is 

• • 
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priimirily employed in the maintenance of law and order in this 
province, the Centre is unahle/to accept any liability for it. Sir, after 
false hopes and false pretences, additional chargees have been imposed 
on this province. The irresponsible Central Government can now turn 
iDund and say, “We cannot accept the liability as it is for the 
j)urp<jse of maintaininjf law and order in this province.” Why should 
Bengal suffer? Here is a provision for the cost of equipment and 
training of three additional Tear Smoke Squads in the Bengal Police 
the formation of which was undertaken after the budget had been 
passed for war purposes. We have seen in what manner these squads 
have been UHe<l. We have seen in the p<H)rest of the poor quarters of 
CalcutUi only yesterday T«ir Smoke Squjids brought out against our 
own people. We find that additional expenses have been incurred to 
provi<le extra staff for the so-called intelligence work for subversive 
activities. Sir, this additional staff which has l>een created has got 
t 4 » justify its existence. Wluit is the way in which these pet>ple 
justify their existence? They try to raise the bogey — the scare — of 
subversive activities in different parts of our countryside. We have 
seen an illustration. We have seen b(»w law and order is maintaine<l 
in the city of Calcutta itself. We see. Sir, since then that the accen- 
tuation of the very unfortunate and regrettable heari-tittack of the 
llon’hle Home Minisler Iuim c<iii1 inued and has Cfjmpelled him U) 
continue to absent himself tiom the House. We are left with a very 
jMMir sulistitule for the Uon’lde Home Minister — I mean a very had 
substitute for the wardenship of the Nazi administration of prisons 
in Bengali— who comes forward and talks on a subject which is not 
his own and, therefore, can be excused for his irrelevance and for 
relapsing into dipimnt imsMls. This is the situation in which we find 
ourselve.N this evening a^ a netjael h) the first Tear Gas demonstra- 
tion bv the P<dice Department. 

Sir, 1 shall give only one illustration as to how this additionol 
staff has beeu w’orking. Only alwut October last this additional 
police staff went out in seandi of some scent of subversive activities 
in the Bengal rural areas and in their quest for vsubversive activities 
they -lather than fa< ing dlsjipjmintment — went forward to take the 
initiative to demonstrate subversive activities, and the outcome was 
an abominable firing on the pcnir villagers in Brahma ncdiak, a village 
within 40 miles ct (^ib utta in the jurisdiction of Haroa police-station 
in the district of 24-Parganas. Sj>ecml |gi4ire went forward with the 
plea of siihvi^sive activities being carried on in that locality. A local 
xemindar in league with the police force then came forward with his 
own rifle and maintained law and order by shooting down the inno- 
cent villagers. This outrage was then taken up by the police as e de- 
monstration of the existence of subversive activities. Additional forces 
were posted there — the members of the new Intelligence Branch for 
whom we are asked to vote money — to watch the activities of the 
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villagers. In their zeal they raided the village wholesale. Sir, 1 
had been to the iij>ot and seen things with my own eyes. Not one 
house was there to be found where Iwxes, trunks and other valuables 
were not damaged or cNiirried away. SUnhs of grains from the homes 
of these villagers were tarried away. Money was also taken away by 
the polii^e foree. Houses were burnt down with cattle inside them. I 
ask the Hon’ble Ministers to come forward, and I shall be glad to 
acooinpany them with members of all sect ions of the House, Even 
to-day after three months after the ineident the Ho!>’hle Ministers mil 
satisfy and see for theniseKes in what wa\ law and order is l»eing 
mainUilned for which tlie meinlM*rs of this House 4»re asked \o \ote an 
additional grant of Us. Sir, this illustration would show 

what is the rekul purpose behind llii.s sort <»f grant. This is giving a 
direct eiKxruragenient to eorrnption ami provocation. Those addi- 
tional forces, to justify llieir e\i-.tem‘e urn) to he aide t<r ask for more 
and more graints, create mk Ii im idcnts wjth a view to raise s(‘ares and 
get nionev scpieezed out <d the alrtNidy hankrupt revenues of tliin 
proviiK'e. ^'his session we have ali*eady se<*rr so nuiny fixation 
mefliHure.s and are likel\ to '^ee more. We have witnessed the working 
of this extra stall' maintained to enforce law and order in rurjil nrmn 
as well as in the heart of (’alcutta. Will (hrvernment dare to .set up 
an independent committee of empiirv wmsisting of nremhers of the 
Eurofiean (Jroup, ineinhers of the (kmlition Party ilsrdf and meml>er» 
of the Opposition tf* e.xamirie the necessity ain) working of this sliift'? 
It will not 1 m* neces.sarv tsi inclmle mem hers <»f the Oppof^ition. We 
from this side of the Opi>osifion shall accompany the (Munmittee of 
enquiry (smsisting exclusively <»f the members of the (Vwilition Party 
and of the other groups. We .shall go there and demonstrate to them, 
going from hou.se t4) house, what hav<H‘ has been plnyed by these 
forces meant for the niaintenanex* of law and onler ! No flernuiii 
army of <M*cupation, no Hitler's Nazi horde, could liavt* worked worse 
havoc in Ilelgium or Holland or an\ other compieied country ns w-as 
done by this despicable lot incited by the (lovernment of India and 
aided and abetted by the ( lovernment of llengal in this village. 
(T/oud laughter ]»y the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy.) The 
Hon'ble Iiiilmur Minister m4i> afford lo show his teeth in his f<K)liKh 
effort to drow'n these hard facts h\ his iissuined merriment. I ask 
him now' to ac<s»mpaj»y me in that piirt of (^dcutbi where tear gas 
bombs were u.sed if only he would dare. I ask him !<» accompany any- 
body to those parts of villages where the working of law and order has 
been demon.st rated for which he has come forward with a sp<*cial grant 
of Rs. 5,35,000. 

(At tbi.s stage the red light w’a« lit.) 

I ask the honourable meml>ers 


Mr. 8PEAICEJI: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, your time in up. 
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Mr. NiHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I will finiak ia 

a moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just try to fini.Mh US soon as possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 1 
ask the honourable members through you, Sir, to consider for a 
moment that while the police are getting encouragement in the form 
of additional grants, the victims of the same police, who are now 
under the clutches of the Defence of India Act, are being lodged in 
prison umler disgraceful conditions. Sir, it Government had asked 
for money for better treatment to these prisoners, we could have 
understood the financial statement of the Hon’ hie Minister for more 
grants. Take, for instance, the Italian prisoners of war who have 
been brought here for internment in the concentration camps. They 
are given better treatment, which no Indian will grudge, hut these 
unarmed countrymen of ours who are now in prison under the Defence 
of India Act are Wing treated as worse than <‘attl€! Will the Bengal 
Ministry ilare to come forward with a demand that the Government 
of India sliall have to advance every penny of this additional expendi- 
ture and let the entire money to he voted here go to the Indian prisoners 
for their better treatment at par with the foreign Italian prisoners 
now shut up in the Indian concentration camps? If you want an illus- 
trathm of a more fiendish and w'or.se (X)ndition of life than in the Nazi 
concentration camps, then go to Hijli and other wimps where Indian 
prisoners are lodged, and let Sir Bijoy satisfy himself 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is irrelevant. You are dis- 
cussing police exjienditure ; it has nothing to do with the treatment 
of prisoners in the (xuicentration camps. However, your time is 
•liydy up. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I was only 

making a pas.sing reference to the plight of the victims of the police 
for whom w^e are asked to vote money. 

(At this stage Mr. P. Banerji rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please sit down, Mr. Banerji. Fnless I finish 
this item now. Government will not have any opportunity to take up 
the next items, as only five minutes are now left. 


Mr. ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: May I. Sir, draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that to-night’s business will be carried over in to- 
nmrrow’s agendaP 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The item for to-morrow’s refers to 

excess demiuids. 

The Hofi’bli Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir. 1 take it t(» 
be the privile^ of tny honourable friend the lisbour memlier to 
indulge in unbridled imagination and exaggeration. 1 find he does 
not hesitate to compare things in the outskirts of (’alout ta with what 
happened in Holland or Belgium or in any of the enemy-occupied 
countries. Sir, I will not try to reply to him on these points. But, 
Sir, the one point I would like to impress on tliis House is that the 
demand of additional poliiM^ giant is by no imutns to help the 
Government of India in their war expenditure. I hope the honourable 
members w’ill realise that because of the general unsettled conditions 
<]ue to w*ar, a situation has been created not only in Bengal but all over 
India and probably all over Asia, which requires ailditional control and 
police force for the maintenance of law and order, and it is undoubtedly 
the function and duty of the Provincial Government to maintain law 
and order. Government at tlie beginning thought - it was a inisc.ou- 
ception on our part, I admit — that this money shoubl come from the 
Government of India, but ultimately it was pointed out b,N tliem, and 
we came to realise that it formed part of our general expenditure on law 
and order and iialurnlly it was payable by us and not b.\ I)h* ( enlral 
flovernment. That is uli\ (his demand has been put forwanl. 

Now, Sir, the money is g(»ing to be spent on different heads and all 
these heads have been very clearly explained and enumerated in this 
^fatenlent ; so I need not go into them. 

Sir, 1 hope the honourable members would agree willi me that the 
fomiatioii of the ('ivic Guard is a very useful institution. (’ivic 
Guards have been formed to help the ordinary police in some of their 
duties. It is giving the citizens of this country training in vary 
responsible spheres of work. About 14,0(H) Civic Guards have been 
crested— -about half the number in Calcutta and half in the mufassal 
areas. Sir, I have heard here in this House times without number 
fbat our countrymen should be given military training. Though it is 
not military iraining. certainly it is training in very important subjects 
and it will give them an idea of discipline and make them useful. 

Now, Sir, so much has been said about the tear smoke squads. We 
have two squads — fine in Calcutta and the other in 24-ParganaH and 
Howrah. Now it has been decided to add three more for the three 
Ranges. Whenever there is a trouble, a riot, Government often have 
to use firearms. To avoid the use of firearms they have decided to 
use tear gas, and this is no n«w thing that they have introdilced in 
Bengal. They are following the example of other civilised countries, 
knd is there any doubt that the use of tear gas is certainly preferable t<» 
lie use of firearms ? 
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Sir, Government have the greatest anxiety for peace and order, for 
the safety of the people, so that the ordinary misled ignorant persons 
who are excited 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who are excited by irres- 
ponsible Ministers. 

The Hon’bie 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Not by irresimn- 
sible Ministers, but by agitators like yourselves. 

Sir. the use of tear gas is certainly preferable to the use of firearms, 
and 1 venture to maintain that this <lemand is very much justified, and 
1 hope that the House will agree to it, and w'ill turn down the motions 
of rny friends opposite. 

The motion of Mr. Niharendu Diitta Maziimdar that the demand of 
Rh. 0,35,000 under the head “20 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

Th(' motion of the Ilon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin moved by the 
Hon’ble Sir Hijoy Prasad Singh l{o> , that a sum of Hs. 5.35,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “20 — Police” during the 
current year, was then put and agreed to. 

40~Agriculture. 

Th0 Hon*bl6 Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Us. 55,17,000 be grunted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture” <luring the current year. 

Mr. MAQBUL HU8AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks."^55, 17,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture'* 
during tlie current year be reduced by Rs. 100. 

^ (71 yrro 

re ’Ord ^ ’ftrrs yRT® ^ ^ 

t w 

record ^5^ ^ I n>.‘ord i3 

Record iSR7 ^ ^ 

^ ;5lpF5i Roti record tflT^ wfe record 

^ I TO RcTO 5tlirc^ cn (TO (TO 15T^ fiin 

WpR PHOT'S reoortlij 1 pFl, ^ 

wii'^ pRi i wi . 
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record iftilTCf ^fTsnn ^ ’Tfsnn 

^IWJ ft»it>TI 

i^fc^ «rf^ record 4 4^ ^ 4^^: 4^ ^ ^ 4^1 ’<tt^ 

JTCTQ 4^ ^ ^ fei'i STC^rr 

*ai^c^ l cv < g ^ I ’?tc^ Tfi:^ ^ ^finn ^ 

^ ^rcTOi I ^s*^<tCT?r ^ 4^^ wi n:^ csfftr^ 

I ^ record JT:C*ft<R ^ ^ir*? '«IT^:( 

^ Tn ^ c^ c^ '^t??^t^r»T5T ’7|5> ^trr^ ^loH"(?i^i^4^r 

im ^ fw?f 7t?n I ^nrs^ 4^ TT'rz #«nii 

f^‘T 4^: 3mOT »m^ 
pT^'-l ^=rt^ ^Rt?! '’ij<jf 

7T;g^f^ if^ :r WW. ’P/U bO C3t^n 3iJCTJ tlir«T=T 

^ 4^ I iinr^ri Mt7?R 

dt^ ■'^M^ 5^f?nn 4=i* '^v:^ 

(domc8tic coTiflumption ) <lf?fT5 (71 ‘srftrs R TStTl 4^?* M, 

fjpf^ a^ftTpT vft^ witz (yfU ^PR R Tn i;t7i '^frc*T^ '^331 

?f^r^ 5n*f iTt^ ^1? ^ iTtf^ 5T^i 'Jnrr? i SftfV® 

45T* record 4 (?r ?TTO ^ nX*tt<R 4^ ^fr*TC^ 

tRi^ ^ 4^ '^niPT -yT'-t wr TSTjc^rt^r 

I 

(Mr. M. ShaiUNudcliii Ahiiie<I rone to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Shamsurldin, but then* an* only 
two minutes left and you have' to finish your speech witliin that lime. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What c;an I say in two iriinutesP 
All ri|?ht, Sir. 1 will describe as I described last .>ear this settlement 
or survey or what is called the jute census as ridicuhnis. This year also 
it is utterly .scandalous. 1 would ask the Hnn’ble the Chief Minister 
to go nmnd the province in certain districts and to hear the t;omplaint« 
about the recording as made in the counlrvsiile. 1 do not want to say 
anything more as you have allowed rne. Sir, only tw(» minutes. Hut I 
say, Sir, that it is utterly scandalous. These jute retiords are absurd, 
and whetter you go in for giving licenses or for regulation or restric- 
tion of jute, nothing wdll be of any avail. Therefore Sir, ^f the 
ministry had a little bit of sen.He in their br^n they would have at least 
taken one year just to carry on propaganda throughout the province, 
I have been told^that there has l>een no l>eating of drums and no 
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publication. Possibly, in one or two union boards some notices or 
something of that nature might have been hung up which nobody 
would care to read or know about. I shall hear with very great relish 
what the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture has got to say as to how the 
propaganda was carried on. The people of our country are illiterate. 
Everybody knows that, and so I want to know what sort of propaganda 
was carried on throughout the province to make them aware of what 
was going on. How did they know that this sort of record will be 
made. Therefore I say, Sir, that the whole recording has been 
scandalous and the Minister of Agriculture will know to his utter 
misfortune what will befall just after they finish the regulation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I oppose this motion. * 
This motion reminds me of a similar occasion last year. Then also 
when Government was detennined to enforce restriction, the objection 
that came principally from the Opposition was that the record made 
that year w^as absolutely wrong and no restriction scheme could possibly 
be based on that. I am sorry, Sir, that Government yielded to the 
Opposition on that occasion. Everyone knows that on account of the 
abandonment of the restriction scheme the price of jute fell down to a 
very great extent in the current year. Now', Sir, the same game is 
being tried to be playe<I by the Opposition Benches. I admit that 
there are mistakes. There are bound to be mistakes in the record. 
Even in the settlement operations wliich are performed wuth much more 
care and caution and w'ith much larger expenditure, there also we find 
that there are iiiistukes. But when the work had to he done in a great 
hurry in a short time, it w^as only natural that there should be some 
mistakes, but I submit, Sir, that the percentage of mistakes is not very 
bigli. Then. Sir, I would remind the House that when this recording 
was done, pamphlets w'ere distributed in their thousands amongst all 
clauses of people (Cries of “No, no” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED; May I know if there was any 
beating of drum ? Let the Hon’ble Minister say this on the floor of this 
House. 

ThB Hon’blB Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, there was. I 
called upon the people to bring to the notice of the department any 
remissness on the part of the recording staff or any irregularity com- 
mitted by them. You will be surprised to hear, Sir, that not a single 
complaint was made against the reconling staff (Mr. Sasanka Sekhajh 
Santal: Would it he parliamentary, Sir. to say that it is an entirely 
false vtateraeutP) and under those circumstances I am at a loss to 
understand my honourable friends when they come with this objectioxi 
at the eleventh hour. (Mr. Surenora Nth Biswas; I mvself sent 200 
applications to the Collector.) 
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Kow, Sir, what is thi« amendment P The purport of thie amendment 
ie that the restriction scheme should be abandoned for the time bein^. 
What will be the effect of that P ETeryone knows that the prices of 
jute went down to the lowest level a few months ago, and everyone 
knows that it was on account of the action taken by Government and on 
account of the agreement that has been arrived at with the jute mills 
that the prices have gone up to a considerable extent. If Government 
came to an agreement, it was on the basis of the coming year’s restric- 
tion. If there was no restriction in the coming >ear, that arrangement 
would never have been arrived at, and the prices of jute would have 
gone down. I can assure my honourable friends that if the restriction 
scheme is now abandoned, the prices of jute will go down to Re. 1 the 
next day. Therefore, Sir, I submit that it will be u suicidal policy if 
this restriction scheme is now abandoned and so Government is deter- 
mined to carry it through. 

The motion of Mr. Mac^hnl Husain that the demand of Rs. r*;"), 17,000 
under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. IIK) was then put 
and a division taken with the following result 


AYES 34. 


AMal MmM. 

ASa Naitahi tarkar, MmMvI. 
AalMSila AliM«i, Mr. 

•■Mrtl. Hr. e. 

•aMTlI. m. Ultf Mn, 
earwi. Bake Sraaiaart. 

•arMa, taka Ikfaaa erataa. 
■kawalk. Dr. iaktaia Skaaira. 
atnm, Hr. taraaara Salk. 

Daaa, Mr. iaral OkaaSra. 
SkaaMarl, Dai NaraaSra Ralk. 
Oaa Capta, taka Kk^aaira Nalk. 
Mai, Mr. NafMSra Dalk. 

Dalla Maaaaiaar. Mr. MkaraaSa. 
laMiial Napaa, Kaal. 

•iaaaikla AkaMi, mr. 
eapla. Mr. J. N. 


Haaaa AN Qktaakary. Mr. kpas, 
Jalaa. Mr. I. D. 

4aaak AN Majaaiiar. Maatvl. 
Kawar. Mr. AIM Skaafra. 
KaaSa. Mr. NttkNka Nalk. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Okaakra. 

Maakal. Mr. AaMlIa Lai. 

Maakal Natala. Mr. 

MaDItk, kdjal Atkalaak. 
naakar. Mr. Haai ekaakra. 
Daaakar AN, Mr. Ifak. 

Dtf, Mr. okwa kkaakra. 

Ray, Mr. MaaaialkB Ratk. 
taayal, Mr. laaaaka takkar. 
IkawaakkNi Akaitk, Mr. M. 
Maka, Irtlat Maalakra Rkaaaa. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. H. A. 


Ateaf Alia, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akial Mata, Mr. Mina. 

AkSal Nata, Mr. Mia. 

Akial Naklai Vtkraaikart, Maaiai Mk. 
AkSal NaaMS, Mr. A. M. 


MOii~77. 


Akal gaiMki. MaaM. 

AkaMk AN laayaliHirt, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
AkaMk AM Mrtkka, MaaNrl. 

Akank Ntaala, IM. 

AMaaakSia Akank, Kkta Rkkakar Maahrl. 
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rular Itakiiaii, Mr. (Dacca), 
faster Raiaiaa, Mr. (Myaicaclaffe). 

HaMkaNak. tka Nca’Mc Mawak Dakaiar K.,^ 
Dacca. 

NaksaaMa McaCkrai, Maalvl. 

^ NaMikaMla Akaiaa Kkaa takik. 
Haccaanaaiaa, Maaivi Mi. 

Hawmafi, Mr. n.4. 

Heyweea, Mr. Rcftn. 
larit Akaica Mia, Maalvl. 

Icpakaal, Mr. M.A.H. 

Jaialvaaia Akaiaa, Kkaa Dakaaar Maaivi. 
KaMmaaia Kkaa. Kkaa lakaaar Maaivi. 
Maisaaaia Akaica, Dr. 

Maaaal, Mr. aagat Okaaara. 

Maairaaaia Akkaaa, Maaivi. 

Mckaaiaica AU. Kkaa iakaacr. 

Margaa, Mr. 0.. O.I.C. 

Mcclcai All Mciiafc, Maaivi. M. 

Mabaaiaiaa Ikrakiai, Maaivi. 

Makaanaaa Ickaaac, Maaivi. 

Mabaaiaiaa IcraH, Maalvl. 

Mallick. the Haa'kic Mr. Mukaaaa Dekary. 
MaHick, Mr. falla Dekary. 

The AyeH beiri); .‘34 and the 


Macbarraf Hcacaia Ike Haa Mc Navak. Kkaa 
Dakaaar. 

Mactagaaaal Maaae, Mr. lyca. 

Nanay, tka Hca'kla Makara|a triackaaara, cl 
Ocaaiaikaiar. 

Naaaraliak. Raawkaaaa K. 

Raikat. the Nca'Ma Mr. fraaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaa|cy. 

Ray, Mr. fatiraai. 
laaarvaaia Abmaa, Mr. 

Sakaka-Alaai, Mr. Syta. 
lalim, Mr. S. A. 

•arkar, Daka Mcabataaaa. 
larajal lalaai, Mr. 
lhahakaaaia, Mr. Khwaja. O.D.E. 

•haiaiBaaia Akaiaa Kboaakar, Mr. 
liraar, Daka LHta Maaaa. 
laiHh. Mr.H. Drakaat 
ttavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 
lakrawaray, tka Hca’Ma Mr. H. t. 
lyaHar, Mr. a. H. 

Tamiivaaia Kkaa the Hcn'bla Mr. 

Tefal Ahmal ekcaabary, Maaivi Najl. 

Yaaaf All Okovakary, Mr. 

Noes 77, the motion was lost. 


The motion of the llon’ble Mr. Tainizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Rs. 55,1 7,000 be (granted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture" <luriiig the current year was then put and agreed to. 

. 22— InterMt on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 2,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on 
Debt and Other Obligations” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

38— Medical. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocas 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 11,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head "38 — Medical” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


43— Industries^Cinchona. 

The Hon^ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom* 

mendution of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Ra. 03,IKM) bt* granted for expenditure under the bead “43 — Indus- 
tries — Cinchona" during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 



1941] 


DEMAND FDR GRANTS. 


285 


54— FmiIm. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Sir, on the recom. 
nendlttion of His Excelloucv llie Governor. I l>6p^ to move tliot n sum 
of Rfi. 1,00,000 be granted lor expenditure under the head “54 — 
Famine” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


56— Stationary and Printing. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Ra. 1,90,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “50 — Stationery 
and Printing” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


intarast-fraa Advanoas. 

The Hon'bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the (lovernor, I beg to move tliat a sum (»f 
Rs. 30,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “interest-free 
Advances'* during the current year 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advancas by Provincial Covarnmants. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 60,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Loans and 
Advances by Provincial Government” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


37— Education— Canaral. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
R«, 6,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the heed “37 — Education 
— General” during the current year. 

The motion w^ put and agreed to. 
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10— Forttt 

The Hoil'hle Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of Hifl Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a aiim 
of Be. 70,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest" 
during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjoummefit 


It being 8-16 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 13th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Procaedinft of the Beiifal LegitlallTe Atsemblj attembled 
uader the provisions of the Govemment of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemijlv met in the AsjtemhK Houst*. ('ulrutta, on Thursdiu. 
the 13th February, 1941, at 4-45 p ra. 

Present: 

Mr. S[)eaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mniivivivi) A/i/u, H \ui f., c.ii:.. 
Khan Ilahadur) in the ("hair, ft Hoirhle Minister'! anil lf)5 meinhtTN. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Irrigation projects in districts of Bengal. 

34. Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: {a} Will the Honhla 
Minister in charj<e of the Couirnuineations an<l Works Department he 
pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the districts in which advanta^fe has so far been 
taken of the new decentralisation policy for undertaking 
smaller irrigation works and the names and descriptions of 
the projects actually taken on hand up to the latest 
available date; and 

(it) the aniounts of money contributed or proposed to be contri- 
buted by Government for each of the said projects? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are proposing to give any other assistance to the local 
authorities concerned in furtherance of their schemes for local 
irrigation ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srieohandra Nandy, of Coeeini- 
baur): (a) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(b) No. Not at present. 

OoMui&i, SUrred Qaeilioii. ol th. 6th of Fobratfir. 

Mr. MSANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, there are certain quae- 
lions left over from the Btb February, 1941, which, I suggest, mgy be 
taken up to-day. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yea. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 


(to whkh oral antwm wore ghren) 

Durga Puja in Hooghly Mohsin Coliaga. 

*31. Khan Bahadur MAULANA AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

(a) Is the Iloii’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department 
aware — 

(t) that this year Durga Puja festival was perfornifMl in the Mohsin 
College, Hocvghly; and 

(ii) that ol)je(‘ti(>ns were taken in the matter hy the Muslim students 
of that Oollege and their guardians? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the lion’ hie Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Ministei a\%are that there exists a feeling amongst 
the Muslim c-ommunity over the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): trn {i) No. The Puja was perform- 
ed hy the IViiuipal as a domestic function within his quarters, which 
are located in the vSouthern wing of the (kjllege building, and not in any 
part of the College. 

{ii) No, hut objection was taken in other quarters. 

{h) Does not arise. 

(o) Y©fl. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whetluT in view of his anwser “yes” to question (n){c), 
he has wn.sidered the desirability of informing the Muslim leaders * 
concerned about the fact which he has stated in his answer (a)(i)P 

The Hon’bic Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, the 
whole matter has been satisfactorily settled, and no further action is 
necessary. 


Election of motnbors of the Board of Wokfs. 

*32. MauIvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Wilt the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 
ti) when the election of the memWrs of the Wakf Hoard by the 
meml>ers of the Hengnl l/egislative Assembly took place; and 
(n) the reason for the delay in the apjxwntment of the memWm of 
the said Board ? 
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(h) Has the election of members by mtUwallii been completed? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

(d) When is the next Board ex|)erted to commence functioning'? 

(e) What step has up till now been taken for the constitution of the 
new Board ? 

Tlia Hoci’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) (i) On the 19th Decern- 
her, 1939. 

(it) The election of a meml)er of the Board by the mvttcalli^ has not 
yet been held. 

(b) No. 

(c) Elaborate rules governing the ele<‘tion had to l)e framed and 
other formalities to be completed, before the election could be held. 

(d) The beginning of April next. 

(e) Only the election by the mutwallis remains to l>e held. 

Financial difncultics of the District Soheol Board of Mymantingh. 

*38. Maidvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he plea.sed to state 
whether any deputation on behalf of the District School Board, 
M^vniensingh, waited on him in Calcutta for the removal of the financial 
difficulties of tlie said School Board? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnntive, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter l)e pleased to state what action, if any. he has taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) I hope to be in a position to make a subvention to the Board 
very shortly. 

Primary EdiioMion of the minority oommunitiee of Noakhali. 

*34. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BUR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Flducation Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of (1) l)oys and (2) girls of all denomina- 
tions going to the Primary Schools in the Noakhali district; 

and 

(ii) the number of (1) boys and (2) girls belonging to all minority 
. communities? 

(6) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what action he 
proposes taking for safeguarding the interests of the minority com- 
munities of the district in matter of primary education? 
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ThB Hofi’blB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)(t) (I) Boys 89,714 
and (2) girls 39,628. 

(u) (1) Boys 17,185 and (2) girls 9,797. 

(b) Tlie interests of minority communities have not been over- 
looked. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is satisfied that an adequate number of 
primary schools have been established in the quarters inhabited by 
the minority oqmmunities in the district? 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is too large a ques- 
tion for me to answer. 

Mr. 8URENIIRA NATH BISWAS: The Ennoble Minister has 
said that the interests of the minority communities have been safe- 
guarded. My question is . 

The Hofl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Attempts have been made 
to accede to the wi.she8 of the minority communities and to attend to 
their wants. I do not know whether that has been to the satisfaction 
of the communities. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a feeling among the 
members of the S<’heduled Castes community that a sufficient number 
of schools have not been established in the quarters inhabited by 
them? , 

ThB Hon’biB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ I Much of the agitation on 
the matter is a got-up affair in which, I think, there is no sincerity. 

Oltf^ehemt HMdresahs in Rangpur district. 

*38. Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR ROUF: Will the Uon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education lAqxirtment Ite jdeuvsed to state — 

(а) the names of old scheme inadrasiihs, if any, at present exist- 

ing in the district of Rungimr; and 

(б) the amount of grant if any sanctioned by the Government to 

any of those madrasahs? 

Tt^ HOfl’biB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Recognised (recently)— 
(1) MatherbuKar Senior Madntsah and (2) Tabakpur Junior Madrasah. 

UnreoDgniswi— (3) Mabimagonj Junior Madrasah, and (4) Kumed- 
pur Junior Madrasah. 
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(ft) No Govenunent grant was sanctioned to tftese madrasahs, as 
they were unrecognised. Two have, however, been recently reoogniscHl. 

Gruit-in-aiil to high English schools in Noskhsli. 

*42. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased b> lay on the table a 
statement showing with respect to the Noakhali district — 

(a) the present number of high English schools; 

(b) the names of high English s(‘hools receiving Government aid 

since April, 1937; 

(c) the date of affiliation of those schools by the Cahoitla -Univer- 

sity; and 

(d) the amount of monthly grant, received by each of the schools P 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
information is laid on the table. 


Statemeni referred to in the reply to starred question No. 42, furnishing informa* 
tion regarding high English schools in the Noakhali district. 


(a) Tho present iuimt>or of high KngliHh kcHooIb— ~43. 


(b) The names of high 
Kngiiaii acltoolH receivirig 
Govemmoiit aid bince 
April, 1937. 

(o) Date of 
affiliation of 
theae nch<K>ln 
by the 
Calcutta 
UnivorHity. 

(ft) Amount of monthly grant roooivod by 
each of tho HchoolH. 



1937-38. 

1938-39. 

1939-4th 

1940-41. 



its. 

JtH, 

lis. 

Km. 

(1) KatgharHigh Knglwh 
School. 

M1034 

100 

100 

100 

1(H) 

(2) Muhammadpur High 
English School. 

I.M920 


100 

! 1(»0 

KHI 

(3) Shaliapur High Eng- 
lish Scltool. 

M.1038 


1(K> 

100 

100 

(4) Sandwip High English 
School. 

l.M93d 


•126 

126 

126 

(6) Oopalpur High Eng- 
lish Schdbl. 

1-1-1936 

- 

•120 

100 

100 

(S) Daganbhuiyan High 
TEfiglish School. 

M-I940 1 

! 

1 



100 


*Por two months only* 
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Failurt «f paddy crop in Malda district. 

■A' 

*43. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that there has been a failure of the paddy crops in the Malda 
district this year; and 

(ii) that there is a likelihood of distress prevailing in the district? 

(6) If so, what steps do the Government contemplate taking in the 
matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the . 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Praaad Singh Roy): (a) (i) There has been a partial 
failure of paddy crop in parts of the district owing to insufficient 
rainfall. 

(ti) Distress is apprehended in some unions of Habibpur and 
Nuebole iMdlce-stations. 

{h) The situation is being carefully watched and arrangement is 
being made for re-excavation of some derelict tanks in the aftected area 
under tlui Tanks Improvement Act, 19d9, ns a relief measure. Further 
measures will be taken if and when necessary. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that there has been distress in some other parts of the district also? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not my 
information as yet. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if other steps are also ne(*es.sary to cope with the situa- 
tion basides th% re-excavation of derelict tanks, namely, advance of 
agricultural loans, etc,? 

The Hon’blf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We have been 

distributing agricultural loans from time to time as we received re- 
quisitions from lot^al officers. If such a requisition is received again, 
Government will certainly distribute agricultural loans. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: WhaUis the amount of money 
that will be spent on the re-excavation of the derelict tanks which, the 
Eon’^e Minister says, have been undertaken as a relief measure? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What do you exactly want? The situation is 
l>eiug watched, and steps are being taken. 
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Ilf* SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, om- point is that when 
distress prevails, inadequate measures only are taken. 

Ilf* SPEAKER: Bui Sir Bijoy has made it clear that when 
exigencies arise, Government try to render the fullest possible help, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, my submission is (hat 
relief is given to a very limited extent when it is wanted on a large 
scale. My question is whether the amount of money to be spent will 
give sufficient relief to the distre.ssed people. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I could not 
follow exactly what information my honourable friend wants. It is 
not a definite question, and nobody can answer it. The amount will 
depend on the magnitude of the distress. To-day the distress appears 
to be due to a partial failure of crops, but it may develop and become 
serious. It is difficult for me to give any definite answer to this 
question. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Wh y noi say, ns much as 
possible.^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If (hat will 
satisfy my friends opposite, I say. as much as possible. 


Distress due to failure of paddy crops In Murshidabad district. 

•44. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bevt-nue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there ha.s been a general failure of paddy crops in 
Murshidabad this year; 

(h) the reasons for such failure; 

(c) whether acute distress has eorne to prevail in the said district; 
and 

(rf) what steps if any, the Government have taken or propose to 
take in the matter of — 

(1) advancing agricultural loans, and 

(2) re-excavating and opening tanks and water areas for 

irrigation and drinking purposes? 

The Hofi’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi (a; 

crop has failed in parts of the district of Murshidabad. 

(b) Failure of •monsoon is the main cause. 


xne aTtmn 
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(c) Not yet. 

(d) (1) Government have sdlictioned a sum of R8.20,000 for distri- 
bution as short-term crop loans and a sum of Rs.25,000 for distribution 
as ordinary aflrricultural loans. Further loans will be distributed when 
and where necessary. 

(2) Government have sanctioned Rs. 40,000 as Land Improvement 
loans to be distributed to the owners of tanks for the purpose of re- 
excavation of tanks, etc., in the affected areas. Arrangements are also 
being made to take up tanks under the Bengal Tanks Improvement 
Act, as test works. 

I may just mention here that we have already taken up re-excava- 
tion of certain tanks. They have been already taken on hand. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the money proposed on test work is being 
spent directly by Government agencies or through district boards? 

Th« Hoifble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, directly 
by the Collector. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why this departure has been made since on the 
previous occasion the money spent on test work was spent through 
district board agencies? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
thought that if the money was spent directly through the Collector, 
it would be .spent more profitably and better spent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: May I know what is the 
connection between Government and district boards in the matter of 
these test works? 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Only Govern- 
ment utilises the supervising officers of the district board in this con- 
nection. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for thinking that if it is spent directly by 
the Collector, jt will be more profitably spent than if it had been spent 
by the district board P 

Tbc Hon’bM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; There are certain 
facts which Government are not prepared to disclose at the present 
moment, but Government have come to a decision on facts so far as 
known to them. 
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RMOgfiitioii of Mahoswarpasa School of Arts, Daulatpur. 

*48. SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA 3 Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether students receiving training in schools of Arts, recog- 

nised by the Government of Bengal, are eligible for upijwiut- 
ments in Government educational institutions; and 

(b) whether the Maheswarpusa School of Arts, Daulatpur, is 

recognised by the Government of Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Hindu students reading in maktabs. 

23. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing, district by district, the numW of Hindu 
students (boys and girls) reading in maktabs at the present time in the 
Province P (If the figures for the current year are not available then 
those for the year 1939 may be stated.) 

The Hon’bic Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
information is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 23 ^ shovnngf 

district by district^ the number of Hindu students reading in 

maktabs on the 31st March^ 1940. 


Name of distriot. 

Number of Hindu 
children. 

24-rargana8 

... 2,219 

Nadia 

... 2,312 

Murshidabad 

... 1,486 

Jessore 

... 3,216 

Khulna 

... 829 

Burdwan 

... 2,437 

Birbhum 

... 1,177 

Bankura 

... 263 

Hooghly 

... 1,561 
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Name of district. 

Howrah 
Midnapore 
Dacca 

Mymensingh 
Faridpur 
Bakarganj 
Chittagong 
Noakhali 
Tippera 

Rajshahi 
Dinajpup 
Rangpur 
Jalpaignri 
Bogra 
Pabna 
Malda 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble 
Minister he pleased to state why n<» number or figure lias been mention- 
ed in the district of Tippera. 

Tha Hon’Iila Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. Perhaps 
there are none. 

Census. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before you proceed to 
the other business of the day, may I have your leave to make submissions 
with regard to an adjournment motion regarding which you have refused 
consent. 

So far as your order is concerned, Sir, of course I have nothing 
to complain about ; I bow down to it, but may I seek your guidance 
as Speaker as to what should be done in the matter which was sought 
to he raised by the adjourned motion? Our Chief Minister in season 
and out of season has been flourishing statements in the Press in the 
mattei^of cenvsus operations and the last of these statements, was 
published in to-day*8 Hnmr Patrika, Well, Sir, it is 

preposterous that the Chief Minister ef the province who is not only 
the Chief Minister of the Muslims but also of other cojnmunities should ^ 


Number of Hindu 
children. 

... 116 
... 2,190 
... 9,676 
... 3,436 
... 2,636 
... 5,976 
... 6,561 ' 

... 7,388 

... 1,017 
... 1,654 
... 15,690 
... 252 

... 1,455 
612 
547 
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make a statement like that. Tie has simply railed to direct action 
persons of his community, and he is seeking: to terrorise the Hindu 
oommnnity and Hindu officers. Sir. the census is imminent and as 
a matter of fact we are proinn* to have a recess of the Assembly because 
members of the I^egislature are expected to ffo back to their con- 
stituencies for co-operation in the census in order to have a fair and 
proper census. It is extremely unfortunate, Sir, that the Chief Minister 
who is a highly paid Minister of this poor province should be seeking 
direct action by his own community, which will make the census a farce, 
because as a matter of fact if j^ou read between the lines, it is purely a 
call to action by certain members of his community, and lu> seeks to ter- 
rorise the Hindu officers and the Hindu coramiinitv. He also seeks to 
terrorise the Hindu enumerators and he also seeks to unnerve the 
Hindu c:ommunity. Sir, we are here in this province; we must live 
together and we must be assured of an atmosphere in which a scientific 
census is possible. May we have your guidance as to bow w'e can 
bring in this question before the House so that there may be a full, 
frank and honest discussion of the wlade thing, because the Assembly 
is going to he closed soon. If any untoward thing happens in connec- 
tion with the census, we shall have no remedy in our hands. 

Mft SPEAKER: Tln.s is a statement by one who might hold the 
position of a Minister, but who has spoken in liis capacity as a member 
of a particular organization. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But. Sir. he is a wholetime 
paid servant of the provinie. He cannot divest himself of his capacity 
as a Minister of the province. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This i.s a matter which you can discuss during 
the General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I propose an alternative, 
Sir? The Chief Minister is agreeable to make a statement if you give 
your consent. If you agree. Sir. the matter may come in as a special 
motion. 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I hare no objection. I 
want to place all the facts before the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: We will expose you. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAL 8ANYAL: Sir. we shall then see^f we 
cm distmguiah between MatUvi Faelttl Huq and the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
Failul Huq, the Premier of this province. He is eating the salt of 
the Hindus ae mi^ch as of the other communities 
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Mfi SPEAKERS I cannot allow in this House any quarrel whioh 
obviously should be made, if all, outside this House. Here I think 
the efforts of all sides should be, if I am permitted to say so, to try 
to meet in an atmosphere of amity and friendship. If perchance a 
quarrel outside is translated into this House, this Legislature will 
cease to function. The House will remember that there are questions 
which I had to disallow, but about which there may be some dis- 
satisfaction. I do feel generally that these are matters which should 
be thrashed out outside, beyond getting information here which is 
absolutely necessary for us. I hope that for the time being the House 
will understand the attitude which I take so far as the functions of 
the Legislature are concerned, and I do once again appeal to the 
members to discuss matters like this, if at all, at the time of the General 
Discussion of the Budget. We should try to keep up the dignity of 
the House. Every one of us here functions as a member of the 
Legislature and not as respectively belonging to any particular creed 
or party. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may we expect a digni- 
fied and sober alatement from the l^hief Minister in regard to a matter 
w'hich is very serious and urgent? 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, we strongly repudiate the sug- 
gestion that any statement of the Chief Minister is undignified. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Order, order. I won*t allow any further discus- 
sion. 


Mmsage. 

The Secretary then read the following message received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council: — 

‘That the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 
11th February, 1941, agreed to the Official Trustees (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941, without any amendments.** 

Report of ttio Committoo of Public Acoounts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We shall now take up discussion of the Report 
of the Public Accounts Committee. Is there anybody who wants to 
speak on itP 

Roi HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIS Tea, Sir. As one who 

had an opportunity to take bis seat in the Public Accounts Committee 
and had to join in its deliberations and sign the repqrt which is going 
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to be presented to-night, I think it is my duty to call the attention of 
the House to certain salient features of the report. 

Sir, in the first place, I would invite the House to consider the fact 
that in the year 1938-39 we provided large amounts of money for ihe 
nation-building departments. But those moneys were not spent — not 
spent, because there were no schemes ready — and much of the expendi- 
ture voted had therefore to be surrendered. This is an ugly feature 
of the report on the accounts of 1938-39. I would refer pointedly to 
paragraph 10 of the repi>rt which says: “We observed an unusually 
large percentage of savings under heads like Irrigation (2'2G), 
Agriculture (18*2), industries (151) and jmblic Health (135) — all 
nation-building departments. In our previous report we recommended 
that efforts should be made to utilise the Budget provision under such 
heads without sacrificing efficiency. We repeat the recommendation 
this year and hope that money voted by the Legislature for such 
beneficent activities will be properly utilised in future.” Sir, we want 
this assurance; and so far as the Public Accounts ('ommittee is 
concerned, they are entitled to have this assurance from the Hon’ble 
Ministers in charge of the respective departments, that in the coming 
year they are not going to put forward demand.s — inflated demands, 
demands for whieh schemes are not ready — before the Ilouse and to get 
money from the House voted simply on assurance that is not goiiig to 
be fulfilled. If money voted has got to be aurreuderod, it is not proper 
to take in the House with false assurances that whemes are there ready 
and awaiting execution and will he executed if only sufficient moneys 
are voted. 

Secondly, I would invite the attention of ihe House to paragraph 
11 of the report. There it is said: “In regard to the grant under 
Irrigation we observed that large amounts had been provided in the 
Budget which were subsequently not found necessary, and these were 
either surrendered or reappropriated and even after reappropriation 
considerable amounts were surrendered. We depre<^ate such procedure 
and hope that steps will be taken to secure closer budgeting in future.’' 

Sir, we again say that this House is entitled to have an assurance 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the Public Accounts 
Committee henceforth will not have occasion to indite such remarks. 

Then, Sir, 1 would draw the attention of the House to paragraph 12 
of the report. There it is said that “we came across several instances 
in which large savings occurred in lump provisions which were included 
in the Budget without the formulation of detailed schemes. Although 
we realiee that lump provisions may he unavoidable in exceptionable 
cases, we strongly deprecate the inclusion of lump provisiom#^ the 
absence of detailed schemes.'’ I hope that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Finance will henceforth scrutinise the demands of the 
respective departments and will not permit such demands to he put 
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forward as have no reference to detailed schemes, as^ are not required 
for the execution of fully mafure schemes — demands that are put 
forward simply for the purpose of window-dressing. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will, I hope, realise that at such times when we are 
so hard up for money, no department should be allowed to have unneces- 
sary money at the sacrifice of the interests of other departments which 
are suffering for want of money. 

Then, Sir, there is another very important recommendation in 
paragraph 17 of the report. It runs thus: “We note that the lump 
provision included in the Budget in connection with a scheme* for the 
removal of flood water in Kasha and other outlying areas of the Tolly- 
gange Municipality could not be utilised as the details of the scheme 
could not be settled. We understand that these details have not yet 
been finally settled. We recommend that the scheme which is an 
extremely urgent one should be carried out as expeditiously as 
possible.” Time and again the attention of the House and the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department has been drawn 
to the sorry state of affairs that is prevailing in the Tollygange muni- 
cipal area and how the people there are suffering year after year from 
partial deluge. It is truly a scandalous slate of things that is prevail- 
ing if not within the town of (/alcutta in an area close to it — an adjacent 
area. It is seriously affecting the health and well-being of the local 
people and may affect even the health of the town of Calcutta. I would, 
therefore, press upon the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
the urgent necessity of settling the scheme and of providing the 
necessary amount in the Hudg<*t to carry out this scheme. 

■Sir, in conclusion, I would consider it my duty to thank the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister who conducted his duties as Chairman of the Public 
Accounts Committee with that tact and consideration for which he 
deserves thanks from all sections of the ILmse. Although we do not 
agree on principle to the Finance Minister’s presiding over the delibera- 
tions of the committee, yet I must state it frankly that far from 
stifling any discussion, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy showed a rare 
readiness — I say, rare on his part — to consider the points raised by the 
different members whether they belonged to the Opposition or to his own 
group. It was remarkable as it was rare, for we do not find him usually 
in such an appreciative mood in this House at least. 

Mr. SASAHKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Since my honourable friend 
Mr. Chaudhuii has paid such a compliment to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, I will not break the tune by straying into any bitter 
note. Mlut since Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri was himself a party 
to this precious book, he has got reasons for entertaining such a leaning 
towards his colleague with whom he eat together on the Public Accounts 
Qummittee. Bui to a scientific observer who goes through this book 
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irUcfc was publijiied and circulated to us, there are two thin|r« which 
striha as very re^iarkable. One is that the Hon 'hie Finance Minister 
who presumably with the consent of the Cabinet talks of schemes in 
the speech while introducing the Budget really is not aware of those 
schemes himself. Sir, it is pathetic and as my friend has just pointeil 
out, large sums of money which have been collected on the plea of 
nation-building activities have not been spent at all. Why? Not that 
there are no reasons of nec'essity for such money being spent, hut that 
the Cabinet which grabs at the money from the Legislature is unable 
to use it on proper schemes. Now, Sir, it indicates, if it indicates 
anything at all, the absolute bankruptcy of imagination on the part of 
the present Cabinet, and in order to remedy this bankruptcy, 1 would 
make a suggestion to the Hon’ble Finance Minister, and 1 hope he will 
consider this question in his rare mood as referred to by my friend 
here. Sir, when money is asked for in Budgets, either main or supple- 
mentary, this House is carried blindfolded because there is a glamorous 
talk of schemes Iiere, there and everyw'here, but whether those sebemoe 
are translated into action or not, money is sanctioned and is in their 
hands and ultimately it eannot but be surrendered. So in order to get 
out of this difficulty or this undesirable state of affairs which has 
occurred from year to year, it is necessary, in the interests of proper 
comprehensive schemes for spending the money allotted, to have a 
small committee consisting of representatives of different parties and 
groups of this House, so that the Hon’ble Finance Minister before 
asking for the sanction of the Legislature might place those sehemes 
— and tho.se schemes will be the schemes of the Cabinet as representing 
different deimrtmeiits and portLdios — before this small cominittee. 
These schemes may be placed before a small committee un^l that small 
committee by acijuiring their own wisdom and, if necessary, also by 
taking the a.s.sistaiii e of experts would decide as to wdiether the schemes 
which have been outlined as referred are really practicable and capable 
of being put into execiiticm in the current or the coming year. Since 
we came to this House, from the very day of the beginning of this 
Legislature, we have heard of the Waterways Board. It raised very 
high hopes in our minds because our province is fundamentally a 
province of rivers and tidal streams; and the w'aterways problem is one 
of the burning problems of this province. So, as soon as the talk of 
the Waterways Board came into our ear, the thinking section of the 
people were inspired by high hopes that eomething was going to be 
done which would go at least partially towards the solution of a long- 
standing problem which was neglected by the bureaucratic Government 
composed as it was of persons who were in enlarge of the Irrigation 
Department. They were not men of this province nor had tlj|y any 
idea of the province. But pathetically we find from this hook thiit when 
the Snperintending (Engineer was consulted as to why the money which 
warn taken for the Waterways Board was not spent, he gave a pathetic 
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reply that the Waterways Board scheme had been dropped. But why 
was it dropped? Not that the problem has ceased to exist, not that the 
problem has ceased to be a burning problem of the proyinceP It has 
been dropped because the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in Budget after 
Budget devoied paragraph after paragraph to the fascinating schemes 
of Waterways Board, still neither the members of the Cabinet nor the 
officers of the department have any real constructive scheme for tackling 
the problem. In this connection, Sir, if I am permitted to complain, 
I would complain — I will have the indulgence of complaining — to my 
friends of the Coalition Party against this. Everybody knows why the 
Waterways Board scheme has been dropped. It was to feed* certain 
vanities and interests, certain petulant demands and desires of certain 
groups to my left. But it ie expected of the members of the Coalition 
Party who practically are piloting the Government — even if the 
members of the Cabinet cannot get out of the white European influence, 
still it is desired and expected of the members of the Coalition party 
who represent the villages of Bengal to get out of this oppression of 
the European domination of the Cabinet and to force the Cabinet into 
taki^ steps which would be consistent with the welfare of the 
province as a whole. I take it as a standing disgrace to this House 
including the Coalition Party and the members of the Opposition also 
that neither the Coalition Party nor the Opposition has been able to 
compel the Cabinet to do anything substantial towards the solution of 
the river problem in Bengal. Similarly, Sir, it takes one’s breath away 
when we And that only 182 per cent, of the total expenditure was 
devoted to the very big problem of agriculture. Our country' is 
primarily an agricultural country. It has been said time^i without 
number and it has been said ad nauscdm that we in this province live 
or die in agriculture. But how is it, Sir, that only 18-2 per cent, of 
the allotted revenue has been absorbed by this big sclieme? Here also 
the research question could not be the question 

Mr. SPtAKERs That is not the subject matter of discussion which 
is raised on the report of the Public Accounts Committee. You should 
confine yourself to the proportion of the total revenue which is 
allotted to agriculture. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! All right, Sir, I drop that 
paragraph . 

Sir, the savings were made on account of certain schemes not being 
pursued and vHimately the money had to he surrendered. In this 
connection I submit, as I said before, that we do not try to drag the 
Cabinet into our own scheme. I<et the Cabinet formulate their own 
schemed on Industries, Agriculture, Public Health and Irrigation. Let 
these schemes be placed before a committee, let the possibilities and 
probabilities of the schemes be considered in detail by that committee, 
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and then let the schemes back to the Cabinet with the remarks and 
observations of thie committee. Then the committee will be in a more 
clear position in the matter of schemes and in the matter of spending 
the money which is received through the Budget. 

Sir» there is another matter. The surrender is not the only feature 
of this unspent money. There is also some diversion to other avenues. 
Of course, the members of the Public Accounts Committee by tlieir 
comments and criticisms have corrected the previous irregularitie.s of 
the Cabinet or the Finance Department to a certain extent or to a great 
extent, but still it appears from this book that the old habit of divert- 
ing money into other schemes has not yet been got rid of by the 
Cabinet. It Ls a very serious affair, Sir. We are asked to contribute 
money for certain schemes. If perehanee the sclierne cannot bo juit 
into operation, the money should go back to the general n*venues so 
that in the event of any other scheme being passed by the House, the 
money -could be properly spent on that scheme. But it is a criminal 
offence on the part of the Cabinet to divert money on one account to 
another without the sanction and consent of the Legislature. So 1 
submit, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister should give us an assurance to 
remedy this state of affairs so that we may feel that the controversies 
which have been raised and discu.ssed w’ill gradually disappear in course 
of time. 

Mr. HIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I urn not going to make 
any speech, Sir; I wish only to draw the attention of the House to 
certain points so that the Hon’ble Minister might in his reply explain 
those points. We find at a glance at the report an unusually large 
percentage of savings under tlie heads Irrigation, Agriculture, 
Industries, Public Health, etc,, in section 10 of the Appropriation 
Accounts Report. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ha.s been discussed already. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir; but 1 am 
asking my question with a view to draw the attention of the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister. Then we find largo sums of money had been 
placed at the disposal of the District Officers as discretionary grants 
without formulating any rules for their guidance as to how that money 
should be spent by them. Will the Hon*ble Minister in charge of 
Finance explain the effect of showing such items of expenditure 
in the Budget which in reality are never carried out? He shows 
before th^ House and the public outside that a certain proportion of 
the revenues is earmarked for nation-building purposes, foTt^ublic 
utility purposes, etc., and is therefore devoted to justiffable items of 
expenditure. Now, if at the end of the year we find, what has been 
criticised often enough, that for want of definite schemes the funds so 
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allotted have not been spent at all, but diverted into other channels, 
then, in that case, does not the Budget as presented before the House 
become a sort of illusory thing, a mere eyewash which creates an 
altogether false impression upon the House as well as upon the public 
outside? It means, — if I may be permitted to use the term, — obtain- 
ing money on false pretences. I should like the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to explain as to what steps he is going to take and what lesson 
does he draw froni this particular report to which he has b^n a signa- 
tory. It is a document of confessions which he has made ih company 
with the members of the committee who drew up this report^ and I 
should like to have a proper explanation from the Hon’ble the* Finance 
Minister for the benefit of this House and also to know what steps 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is going to take to ensure that in 
future grants which the House will be called upon to make will not 
^ amount to obtaining the same on false pretences on his part. 

The Hon’blo Mr H. $• 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I would like to thank 
llaj Harendra Nath Chaudhuri for his very kind remarks about what 
he' ^diaracterises as a rare mood which I displayed at the time wiien 1 
had the honour of acting as the Chairman of the Committee of Public 
Accounts. Sir, this mood was prompted b,\ the fact that I found all 
the members, including the members of the Opposition, desirous of 
cooperating and of being helpful in their criticism. Sir, the Finance 
Department welcomes helpful criticisms in the matter of accounts and 
probably no department is more anxious to see that accounts are 
properly maintained and that the expenditure is properly incurred than 
the Finance Department, for w’^hich reason it incurs a certain degree 
of odium from other departments. It is for this reason, Sir, that I 
have been more than a willing signatory to the report of the Committee 
of Public Accounts and we in the department are most anxious always 
to implement the decision of the Committee of the Public Accounts and 
to see year after year that the manner of expenditure in Government 
improves. 

Sir, the report refers to accounts of the year 1938-39, and I do not 
think that it is quite fair for Mr. Sasanka Sanyal to blame me for having 
put in lump provisions. (Mr. Sas.4Nka Sekhar Santal; I have 
blamed the department.) Mr. Sanyal states that this Finance Minister 
talks about various schemes, but he does not know what schemes there 
are, as will be seen from the report of the Public Accounts of 1938-39 
where lump provisions have been made for schemes which do not exist. 
Now, I speaklof schemes during my regime, but I am even prepared to 
say that lump provisions are in some oases unavoidable, but they are 
oertcinly to be deprecated. We are minimising these lump provisions 
as much as possible, but they have a little value and that little value 

is this, that sometimes it does give an amount of (Bai SLkBBinimA 

Nath Chauoruri: Publicity.) No, not publicity but of difeotion to 
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thft department concerned to hasten the schemes which they have placed 
before the Cabinet, but which they have not completed in all their 
detaila, and sometimes it has happened that owing to these provisions 
the schemes have been taken up in the course of the year, though the 
entire lump provision has not been utilised. As 1 have stated, Sir, I 
deprecate such lump provisions, and I do not think that they ought to 
be included in the accounts, and we shall make every attempt to see that 
these lumf provisions are not so included and if they are included to 
justify them before the House for very valid reasons. 

Sitj-^here is little else to Ih* said on the report. 1 am grateful to 
the committee for their very helpful criticisms wliich they have offered 
to the Finance Department, and 1 can only hope that 1 may have the 
benefit of the advice of such committees in future. 


Excess Grants for the year 1938^. 

Mr* SPEAKER* Mr. Suhrawardy, will you move your demands 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. On the recom- 
mcndatioh of the (lovernor I beg to move that un excess grant of 
Rs 2,293 be voted by the A.ssembly to regularise the expenditure 
inclined in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 under the 
major head “13 — Other taxes and duties.’’ 

On the recommendation of the Ouvernor, further I beg to move that 
an excess grunt of Rs. 1,34,198 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 
under the major head “55 — Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, 
etc.” 

The reasons, Sir, for these excesses have been set forth in Appendix 
II at page G1 of the Public Accounts Committee’s report. 

Mr. SYEO 4ALALUD0IN HASHEMYs On a point of order, Sir. 
Supposing we refuse to accept the recommendation of the Public 
Accounts Committee, who will be responsible Will it be a charge 
on the Finance Minister or the Ministry' as a whole ? 

Mr* SPEAKER; I might explain the legal position. If this money 
is not voted, then the gentlemen who are responsible for the disburse* 
mMit will have to reimburse the money, ualeM the money is again 
sanctioned on a fresh vote before the House. 

Mr. EMANKA EEKHAR •ANYAl.l Sir, befoie you the 
question, may I ask the Hon’ble the Fioanoe MinistM- to answer two 
questions as to when was this excess discovered f Was it dsscoversd 
Iwfoie the Conunitiee of Public Aocounts found out this exosssF 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I take it, it was discovered by the Auditor- 
General. ^ 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: This money has been 
barred by limitation. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It transpired only during the 
nudit report. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. no. This expendi- 
ture is incurred and is reported to the Auditor-General, and the Auditor- 
General in his report mentions the fact that this excess expenditure haa 
been incurred. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I might explain the whole position of this audit. 
It is this. It is this House which sanctions the money. There are 
other moneys which are spent by virtue of certain statutory authorities. 
If that money is spent at the time of the expenditure, especially 
towards the lust, it is quite possible that sometimes more money than 
has been sanctioned is actually disbursed, but it is the duty of the 
Finance Department to see that it is properly done. Sometimes it may 
be unavoidable. For example, in this case there was a supply of 
services and they had to be paid and theref(>re the present motion is to 
regularise it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! In view of what you just said, 
may 1 ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as to why this matter was 
not asked for in several supplementaries and main Budgets which were 
in between the lime of the excess expenditure and to-day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They cannot be supplementaries. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before the money was spent 
when the necessity for excess was found, the matter might be brought 
into the Supplementary* Budget. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS If you see the Explanatory Memorandum you will 
find that there was no time. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Let us refuse this grant 
and let the Minister pay the amount. 

ISf. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before you put the ques- 
tion, may I make a submission f We are going to vote it, but we want 
to make it clear to the Hon’ble the Finance Miniatnr that we do not 
approve of this sort of excess expenditure made without the sanction 
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of tLe House. We simply want to caution the Hoirble Minister against 
that, but since all parties have made the recommendation in the Public 
Accounts Committee Report we are not going to vote against it, but we 
want to administer that caution. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 point out that the 
Public Accounts Committee would not make this recommendation if 
they were not satisfied that the expenditure was unavoidable J* 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy that an excess 
grant of Rs. ‘2,293 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expendi- 
ture incurred in exci^’s of the voted grunt in the .year 1IK3S-39 under 
the major head “13 — Other Tuxes and Duties” was ihen put and agreed 
to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy that an excess 
grant of Rs. 1,34,198 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 
under the major head “55 -Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, 
etc.” w'as then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before this matter is closed, 1 would just like to 
know' on behalf of the House as to whether it is not a fact that this 
report of the Public Accounts Committee was placed before another 
House for di.scus.siori. 


The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It was plifced before the 
other House for discussion after it was placed here, hut not before. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Was it placed there for discussion at all H 

Hr. Hon’bli Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must say on behalf of the House that it was a 
highly irregular act on the part of the department to place u report 
which is entirely for this House and arising out of a committee of this 
House in the absence of some statutory sanction or sanction by the Rules 
and Orders. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL:. Apologise, apologise 1 

(Laughter.) 

Tht Hofi’bit Mr. H« 8 . SUHRAWARDY: Sir, we have Ifollowed 
the same procedure this year as was followed without objection in 
previous years, but we have discovered that it is not proper, and 1 have 
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Accepted that position, that it is improper that the report of a Public 
Accounts Committee of this House should be the subject matter of 
discussion in another House, and if they have to discuss it, it should 
be on report by a Joint Public Accounts Committee of both the Houses 
or a committee of their own House. A joint committee can only be of 
both the Houses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a point on which I am not in a position to 
give an opinion. I believe the Hon'ble Finance Minister will remember 
that anything affecting the question of finance is the prerogative of this 
House and this House alone. The whole constitutional convention of 
Parliamentary institutions has been built up not merely in its direct 
issues but in its implications on the basis that it is the prerogative of 
this House. 

Ttia Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Am I to understand that 
so far as supplementary estimates, audit reports or appropriation reports 
are concerned, they cannot even be discussed in the other House Is 
that your view ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: At this stage J am not prepared t(> give any 
opinion on thisjnatter, hut I do feel that the question of finance is 
the prerogative of this House, and it is the dut.\ of the (iovernment to 
build up the convention on the basis that the question of finance is a 
matter w'hich is only to he exercised by this House. Whether the 
Oovernment fti India Act permits certain procedure with regard to 
matters relating to finance to be placed before tho other House is a 
matter on which 1 am not entitled to say unytliing. There are certain 
financial matters which have to be placed there, for example the Budget, 
the audit report, etc. 1 have no quarrel with that. All I say is that 
beyond the statutory provisions there should not be anything. At least 
1 do hope that the House will support me in this that there abould not 
be any infringement of the right or any departure w^hich might ulti- 
mately lead to taking away oJOy jxiwer from this House. 

Mr. JOfiitH OHANORA GUPTA: 1 suggest that the contempt 
of this House by the Finance Minister be purged by a decent dinner. 
^Laughter.) 


Roport df tilt Piabilo Aooounts Commlttot. 

T&lloN'bl. Mr. H. t. tUHRAWAROY t Sir, 1 beg to place before 
4be Houee the Appropriation Aooounts for 1939-40, t^ Finaboe 
^▲ocounta for 1939-40 and the Audit Report, 1940. 
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Mr. BFEAKER: The House will now resume further discusition 
of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On n |M)int of information, Sir. 
Through you. Sir, I want to know from the Finance Minister whether 
it is a. fact that a great hartal is taking place in the city of ('alcutta 
as a pnitest against the proposed sales tax. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a subject-matter for discussion. 

Clause 2. 

The Hoffi’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I 1 >eg to move (hat 
in sub-clause (A) of clause 2 after the words “(»r other valuable consi* 
deration” the words '‘including a transfer of j>roperty in goods involved 
in the execution of a contract” be inserted. 

Sir, the definition of “sale” should be comprehensive to include all 
sales in whatever circumstances they are made. 

Mr. I. 0. dALAN. Sir, with regard to this amendment moved by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister, I say that it is unneees.sary because the 
definition of “sale” means any transfer of property in g(K>ds, whether 
it is involved in the execution of a contract or otherwise. Whatever 
it is, the mere definition that “sale” means any transfer of property 
in goods is quite sufficient, and I do not understand as to why this 
amendment is necessary. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-clause 
(A) of clause 2 after the words “or other valuable consideration” the 
words “including a transfer of property in goods involved in the execu* 
tion of a contract” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move tj^ut in clause 
2(i), in line 1, for the word “payable” the following words !>« sub* 
stituted, namely: — 

“Actually paid in one or more instalments to the dealer.” 

% 

1 beg also to move that in clause 2 (t), in line 1, for the word 
“payable” the word^'^paid” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving my amendments, I do not know how the ’Hon'ble 
Finance Miniiter will adjust the whole affair in its practical application. 

, Only a lew minuses back my esteemed friend Mr. Abu Eossaiit Sarkar 
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was enquiring whether the Hon’ble Finance Minister is aware of ike 
fact that there is a great hartal in the city of Calcutta as a protest 
against this tax 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not relevant. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it is your own saying 
that a clever lawyer can make anything relevant ! 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Perhaps the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is sleeping over the w'hole issue. However clever and. intelli- 
gent he may claim to be, I do not think that he w’ill be able to adjust 
the whole affair when he w'ill come to the question of its practical 
application. He may carry his motion and the w'hole Bill by virtue 
of the majority of votes he commands in this House, but I do not think 
that he will be able to adjust this Bill to the business world which is 
neither guided by the votes of this AssemVdy, nor by the demand and 
supply issues of Bengal only. It may be convenient for the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to have a tax on the amounts payable to the dealer, 
but does he actually think over the situation whether the amount 
payable to the dealer will be actually paid or not? Does he mean that 
whether the dealer realises the full amount or not, whether the dealer 
may be in a position to recover the w’hole amount from his customer 
or not, he will have to pay the full tax for the benefit of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister? In the business w'orld, it frequently happens that 
though a dealer may px|)ect Its. 1,000 from his customer, he ultimately 
realises only Hs. oOO, There are cases of bad debts. It is a widely 
known custom with big firms that they always set apart a certain 
percentage as bad debts, thider the circumstances, does the Hon’ble 
Minister think that he will not take into consideration the bad debt or 
the liquidation of any company who may be liable for that amount? 
Is it suggested that the dealer w’ill still have to pay the amount in 
full? That is the question which I ask the Hon’ble Minister to reply 
to. 

Then, Sir, the other question arises in this sense. The amount may 
be payable from a customer to the extent of Rs. 1,000, Suppose, for 
instance, that amount is paid in the course of three years and in the 
business w^orld, that always happens. We have got to give articles on 
cnnlit and that credit is fully recovered in the course of two or three 
years. Under such circumstances, does the Hon’ble Minister want 
that the dealer will h^ve to |)ay the full tax in advance, even though 
he may realise the money in the course of three successive years? 
Theseafi4;e the two issues which are involved in my amendment. I have 
DO intention to detain the House with any further explanation. The 
Hon’ble Minister claims to l>e a clever man, and I would like him to 
give a direct reply to these issues which arise out of ^ this amendment. 
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rim Hon’blf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWABDY: Sir, 1b reply the 
queetion of hartal, 1 understand tliat the hartal has bee^made under 
the initiative and manipulation of traders and merchant^and middle- 
men, and this shows that the view that they take is that this Bill is 
going to hurt them and that the tax will not be passed on to the 
consumer. However, that is their lookout. 

Sir, I cannot accept the amendments, because the idea presumably 
underlying the amendments is that the tax should be paid on the 
amount of motoey realised. The sale price cannot be what is paid. 
The sale price is what is payable. For instance, you purchase a thing 
for Rs. 1,00(); that is the amount which is payable, and even if you 
were to pay Rs. 500, the sale price cannot be Ks. 500. The sale price 
• must continue to be a thousand rupees. The object apparently of 
Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose's amendment is that the tax should not be on 
Rs. 1,000, that is, the pric^ payable, but on the amount actually paid. 
Now, that is not met hy making the definition of “sale price” meaning- 
less; that can be met in other ways. As a matter of fact, it has been 
met by the Select Committee by adding a proviso to clause 4(7) 
namely : — 

“Provided that the tux shall not be payable in respect of any sale 
or contract prior to the receipt of the sale price thereof by 
the dealer finn.*’ 


But 1 believe that we have found a better way out of it, and I am 
suggesting in an amendment which is amendment No. 32, namely: — 

“ ‘Turnover means the aggregate of the amounts of sale prices 
and parts of sale prices received by any dealer during a given 
period.” 


If we accept this amendment, then the taxation will be on the 
amount actually paid. There is a further advantage in this definition 
of “turnover”. It meets the difficulty arising out of the hire-purchase 
system. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 2 (t), in line 1, 
for the word “payable,” the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“Actually paid in one or more instalments to the dealer,” 
was then* put and lost. 

# • 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 2(i), in line 1, 
for the word “payable” the word “paid” be substituted, was then put 
and lost. 
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Hr. Nt II. BOIlTONl Sir, t b«g to moTe that in okniO 2 («) (a), 
aft«r tho ‘^practice/* in line 3, the words “and less any sttm 
added to sdAi Yaltiable consideration representing the amount ol the 
tax payable under this Act on the transfer’’ be inserted. 

Sir, I move this amendment, because I feel sure that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister does not wish the seller to pay a tax on the tax. 

The Hon'hle Mr. H. i. SUHRAWARSTt Sir, I would suggest 
that Mr. Norton should withdraw his amendment because I have, I 
think, a better amendment which is amendment No. 113. I do realise 
the force of the amendment which he has moved, namely, that the tax 
should not be levied on the tax collected, but should be levied only on 
the price of the article. I hope the amendment which I have suggested 
in No. 113 of the list of amendments will meet his point, and he will 
withdraw the amendment which he has moved. 


Mr. I8WAR DAS JALAN: Sir, in amendment No. 113 it has been 
provided that one per centum of the balance remaining after making 
the deductions alUiwed by paragraphs (a) to (e) thereof shall be 
deducted from the total turnover. I think the Hon’ble Minister is 
referring to that amendment. But the tax is Re. 1 annas 9 per cent., 
and why should a reduction he made of only one per centum ? 


Th« H0fl*bl« Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I am not taking away 
one per centum after the addition. We have calculated at 1 ;56 per cent, 
and one per centum out of that is to he deleted, and the tax to be 
collected will be the balance. 


Mr. H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. H. R. Norton that in clause 2(t) (n), after the 
word “practice,” in line 3, the words “and less any sum added to suok 
valuable consideration representing the amount of tax payable under 
this Act on the transfer,” be inserted, was, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. I8WAII DA8 MLANt Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
2(t) (a), in Rue 3, after the word “practice” the words “and Hie 
amount of tax payable under this Act in respect thereof” be inserted. 

Sir,H am not satisfied why should it be one per cent. 

Mr. iRIAKIRl He has made only an adjustment at 1*56 per eesi. 
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TiM Hon’llto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, there is one further 
objection to this amendment of Mr. Jalan which was not present in the 
amendment •^of Mr. Norton. This would result in the dealer getting^ 
some undesirable rebates for he will get a rebate on all his credit sales, 
even though he has not paid the tax on those sales. V 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that in clause 2 (/*) (a), in line 3, 
after the word * ‘practice** the words “and the amount of tax payable 
under this Act in respect thereof” be inserted » was then put and lost. 

Mr..H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2(/) («), after the word “delivery” in line 7, tlie words “or the 
cost of installation” he inserted. 

’ Sir, this amendment provides that the sale price should not include 
the cost of in.stallation where .such co.st is separately charged. For 
instance, with radios and refrigerators, which do not come within the 
class of contracts, (here would be in.Htallation charges which. I am sure, 
it is not the intention to tax. I hope, therefore, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister will accept my amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, 1 agree that 
the cost of installation cannot be included. This w’as an oversight. 

I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. H. R. Norton that in clause 2 (/) (r/), ofter the 
word “delivery,” in line 7, the words “or the cost of installation” be 
inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Sir, I beg to move that 
for sub-clause (;) of clause 2, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(;) ‘turnover’ means the aggregate of the amounts of sale price# 
and parts of sale prices received by any dealer during a given 
period, and”. 

Sir, 1 have explained the reason for this amendment. 

The motion of the Hoo’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that for #ub-clau#o 
(;) of clause 2 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(/) ‘turnover’ means the aggregate of the amounts of sale price# 
and parts of sale prices received by any dealer during a given 
period, and”, 

wa# then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put aad agreed to. 
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Clause 3. 

Mft SPEAKER: Amendment No. 34 does not arise as the ^‘Deputy 
Accountant-Generar* is a^ Government of India officer over whom this 
Government have no control. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I heg to move that in 
clause 3(7), line 4, after the word ‘‘fit,” the words ‘‘provided that such 
appointment shall be made from Munsifs in actual service” be inserted. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, I had no desire to move my amendment 
because of amendment No. 34 which is better than mine. But since 
there is some difficulty with rej^ard to the latter amendment, I formally 
move my amendment. The reason is that among other arguments the 
executive officers who are likely to be appointed are so overworked that 
they may be relieved of this multifarious w'ork which, I think, should 
be done by the munsifs who have not much work to do. Let us give 
them some work. Besides, Sir, even to-day there is some confidence 
which these officers inspire. The point of my amendment is to put this 
work in the hands of other agencies than the executive. 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is essentially 
executive business, and with great respect for the munsifs who are very 
hard worked officers and for whom we have the greatest respect, I do not 
quite think that they will be a very suitable agency for this work. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 3(7), line 
4, after the word “fit,” the w’ords “provided that such appointment 
shall be made from munsifs in actual service” be inserted, was then 
put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed t(j. 


Clause 4. 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
at the beginning of sub-clause (7) of clause 4 the words and figures 
“subjei'i to the [>rovi8ious of sections 5 and 6” be inserted. 

Sir, this is an oversight. Section 4 is contrary to sections 5 and 6, 
unless we add these words. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may I point out one 
thing & ^Originally in the printeii agenda after the figures “5 and 6*' 
all that was there. Why has it been cancelled ? 


Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS It is necessary. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: -Ana ' may be there or it may not be there. It 
means the same thin^. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AMYAL: The Rouble Minister 
originally tabled the right amendment, but ultimately oame out of it. 

The motion of the Hou'ble Mr. R. S. Sulirawardy that at the begin- 
ning of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 the words and figures “subject to the 
provisions of sections 5 and b” be inserted, was then put and agreed 
to 

(At this stage the Rouse was adjourned for fifteen minutes, y 
(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I l>eg to move that in sub- 
clause (/) of clause 4, lines 5-(>, for the words beginning with 
“preceding” and ending with “exceeded” the words “following the 
commencement of this Act exceeds” be substituted. 

Sir, if my amendment is accepti‘d, sub-clause (/) of clause 4 will 
read as follows: — 

“Witli effect from such date as the Provincial (lovernment may, by 
notification in the Official (iazette appoint, being not earlier 
than thirty days after the date of the said notifi<‘ation, every 
dealer whose gross turnover during the year imim‘diaiely 
follo\^ing the coniiiiencement of this Act exceeds the taxable 
quantum shall be liable to pu> tax under this Act on all 
contracts entered into, and sales effected after the date so 
notified.” 


Sir, if my amendment is not accepted, what will In* the implication 
of this sub-clause? The implication will be that a dealer whose gross 
turnover during the year 1940-41 during which this Act will not come 
into force has exceeded the taxable quantum will be liable to pay tax 
from 1940-41. Then, if we read sulwluuse (3) together with sub- 
clause (/), we find that even if his gross turnover does not exceed the 
taxable quantum, he will be made liable io pay the tax for three (jon- 
secutive years. That means that a dealer who continues his busineas 
on 1st April, 1941, will be liable to pay the tax if his gross turnover 
during the previous year exceeded the taxable quantum. Not only will 
he be liable to pay the tax for 1941-42, but also for two more con- 
secutive years under sub-section (J), even if bis gross turnover does not 
exceed the taxable quantum during those years. He will notpfgt the 
opportunity of passing on the tax to the consumer. The principle 
underlying this Bill is, as has been stated by the Hon^ble Finance 
Minister in bis printed statement as well as in his speeches in the 
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A««eiiibly— even to-day he has said so — that the tax will be eventually 
parsed on to the consumer. But the dealer to whom I have just referred 
will not be able to pass on the tax to the consumer. I submit that if 
this sub-clause (7) be passed without my amendment, it will cause great 
hardship to many dealers whose gross turnover during the current year 
will exceed the taxable quantum. 8o, I hope that the members of this 
House will appreciate the hardship that will be caused to the dealers 
to whom this tax will certainly be a death blow in many cases and will 
support my amendment. 1 commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, my friend 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas has misunderstood the purport of this 
section. If the effect of this section was that a person whose turnover 
was above the taxable quantum in 1940-41 would have to pay the tax 
for the sales effected in 1940-41, then T would certainly have taken 
steps t(» amend the section. This turnover of 1940-41 is merely a 
criterion of registerbility. The tax will be paid on the turnover of 
1941-42 after the Act is brought into force, and if my friend would 
look at amendment No. 4d which 1 am going to move, he will see that 
I have made it (|uite clear that no tax shall be levied on sales in the 
execution of a contract entered into on or before the date notified. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: That is also in the proviso. 
What I mean to submit is 

Mr. 8PEAKER: N"obody is to pay any tux except for the year in 
which the tax is levied. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On what will he pay the taxP 
Take the case of a person whose gross turnover will not exceed the 
taxable quantum during the year 1941-42. 

Tin Hoil*blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He will merely register 
himself. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: May I ask the Honble 
Minister through you what is the meaning of the liability to pay taxF 
Will he not be asked to pay the tax during the year 1941-42 even if 
his gnNW turnover does not exceed the taxable quantum? Is the 
meaning so cl^r? 

TM.HMi’llIt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not say that a 
peraon would not be liable to tax if in 1941-42 his taxable quantum 
is leas than in 1940-41. If he has arrived at the taxable quantum in 
1940-41, be will be liable to tax for three years according to another ^ 
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eeetion, that is to say, he will be a registered dealer. He hii not got 
to pay his tax from his own pocket. He will be a registered 4galer 
with all the advantages of a registered dealer. After all, when a 
person is registered as a registered dealer, it is not a disadvantage to 
him, and that 1 shall prove when that portion of the Act comes to be 
discussed. ^ 

Sir, there is a further difficulty. If the amendment of Mr. Biswas 
is accepted, it would have fhe effect of po.stponing the effectiveness of 
this tax for a year, because the first year will have to pass before we 
could decide w’ho should he registered. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Bui the income is (here. 
Sir, I ask the ILurble Minister another questitm through you. Does 
he mean to say that if a dealer’s gross turnover exceeds the taxable 
quantum in 1940-41, he will be liable to pay tax for the year 1941-42 
over his gross turnover even if that gioss turnover does not exceed 
the taxable <|uantuni. Is that his case? Will he he liable to pn> 
tax in the following yrai. that is, in 1941-42, even if his gross turnover 
exceeds 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y; Ve^, Sir That is 
under another section of the Act. If he wants to amend that 
section 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: That i.s why rny amendment 
is necessary. , J 

Mr. BREAKER: May 1 remind you that legislation and implica- 
tion of a draft is not such a matter in w'hich there can be cross- 
discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Ut me explain. Sir, 
that is under another section of the Act, namely, the liability to pay 
for three consecutive years once a person becomes registered. As I 
was going to explain, a tax will be paid only on such items which he 
passes on to an unregistered dealer or to a consumer. The liability 
to pay tax does not arise in res|)ect of those articles which he passes 
cm 4o a registered dealer and, therefore. 1 do not think there is any 
hardship. On the other hand, the idea which underlies the other 
amendment would only make the Act wholly unworkable, because it 
would mean that registered dealers can just come in and go out — ^they 
become segistered dealers to-day and unregistered dealers to-morrow. 
That is a different matter altogether. I do not think the amem^tnent 
ia in its proper place if that is the object of my honourable friend. 


Mr. 8URENORA NATH BIBWAt: One point, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: No, 1 am sorry. 

/Him motion of Mr. Surendl'a Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 4, lines 5-6, for the words beginning? with "preceding” and 
ending with "exceeded” the words "following the commencement of 
this Act exceeds” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause (1) of clause 4, in line 7, the words "contracts entered 
into, and” be omitted. 

The Act should not appear to be levying a tax on contracts. The 
tax is on sales involving the execution of contraj-ts and this is now 
provided for by the amended definition of "sale”. 

Then, Sir, I beg also to move that for the proviso to sub-clause (/) of 
clause 4 the following be substituted, namely — 

"Provided that no tax shall be payable on sales involved in the 
execution of a contract which was entered into on or before 
the date so notified.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are not moving amendment No. 45. 

TN Hon’bie Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDYs No, Sir. 

Sir, the insertion of this new proviso to sub-clause (/) of clause 4 
is consequential on the motion proposed in amendment No. 42. 

Mr, I8WAR DA8^JALAN: Sir. the Hon’ble Minister has decided 
to exclude contracts which were entered into before the Act came into 
operation, and if these words “contracts entered into, and” are deleted, 
if there be a contract entered into before the date of the commencement 
of the Act but if, the delivery is given after the commencement of 
the Act. then it** would be liable. Now contracts are , of two kinds. 
One kind of contract is that in which the transfer of property takes 
place. The other kind of contract is that in which the transfer of 
property does not take place. Now with regard to contracts in which 
the transfer of property takes place. tlTe ITon’blc Minister has made 
that proviso, but there are contracts which have been entered into on 
the basis of the existing law when there has been no sales tax and 
parties have entered int(» contracts to sell goods at ^c^tain rates.*X In 
the meantime, the Act comes into operation, and the goods are to'^be 
delivered after the Act has come into operation. Therefore, what I 
would suggejft is that the words "contracts entered into, and” should 
remain, because it will expressly exclude the contracts entered«.into 
befire the Act came into operation whether there is transfer of property 
in goods or not. There may not be a transfer of property. Simply 
because the delivery is made after the Act has come into operation^ 
I must pay the tax^hat should not be. 
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Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 oppose die amendment 
becau8e it is redundant. If you go tlirough the laugunge of sub- 
clause (/) of clause 4. you will find, Sir, in the woKls underlined tbat 
tax will be payable on all contracts entered into, and sales effected, 
after the date so notified. Then what is the ne<‘essity of this amend- 
ment P The matter which is sought to be excluded by this amendment 
is al ready" there. 


The Hoffi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, uhat Mr l.ilan 
'‘has said appears to be plausible. But actually the taxation is on sales 
and not on contracts. Consequently, T have deleted the words 
‘Vontracts entered into, and” so that it may be on sales only. If the 
sale is before that period, that is. before the Act comes into operation, 
there wdll be no taxation on that sale. If the sale is after the Act 
has come into operation, then there will be taxation on that sole even 
though the contract may have been entered into before that perfod. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We understand from what 
the Ilon’ble Minister has said ^ that from contracts he is gradually 
coming to sales. 

The motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub- 
clause (/) of clause 4, in line 7, the words “contracts entered into, 
and” be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon'hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that for the 
proviso to sub-clause (/) of clause 4 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that no tax shall be payable on sales involved in the 
execution of a contract which was entered into on or before 
the date so notified.”. 

was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAE^SANYAt: Sir, I beg io move that sub- 
clause (»?) of clause 4 be omitted. 

I do not know what i.s in the mind of Mr. Suhrawardy, but we have 
tried tf» apply our own mind in the matter, and it smns to me that 
Qpce the party becomes taxable within the meaning of this Act by 
virtue of having arrived at the taxable turnover, he will continue to 
be liable to pay tax even if he has not that taxable turnover for three 
successive years. Even if there is no sale or purchase in the succeeding^ 
years, he will have to go on paying the tax and will be assessed on 
the basis of a previous turnover. * 


TIm Nm’M Mr. N. 8. 8UHIIAWAIIOYt Ko, no. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 3ANYAL: I am assured by tbe inter- 
jection of “^No, no*’ from t^ Hon’ble Minister. But, after all, the 
section as worded is a preposterous proposition. It is a course which 
has been handed down from the days of Adam from generation to 
generation. This is the plain reading of the section. Of course,^ I 
have just a small hope that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
something else in his mind, and, in that case, the drafting is, to say 
the least, very, very unhappy. And whatever may be the intention 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I hnd in the Bill is that there are tw(v 
words—one is “gross turnover” and the other is “taxable turnover.” 
The gross turnover is for the purpose of registration and the taxable 
turnover is for the purpose of taxation. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYAL: What about the expression 
“liable to pay tax”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You see the language is “during each of wliich 
his gross turnover has failed to exceed the taxable quantum.” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; That gross turnover may 
include taxable turnover. 

Mr. SPEAKER: E ven if it includes, it may be less than the tax- 
able turnover. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, the section must l>e 
read as a whole. The earlier expression is, “Every dealer who has 
become liable to pay tax under this Act ishall continue to be so liable.” 
What does it mean? It means us in the first line, namely, liable to 
pay tax. ^ 

Mr^ SPEAKER: But the law can never impose a liability to pay 
unless there is a specific provision. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: If sub-clause {!) determines 
the liability, sub-clause (J) extends the liability and declares an 
additional liability. It is inconsistent. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS I Sir,^re we not to be permitted 
to siQT^our amendments? 

Mr. SPEAKER! That is not necessary. It is no use taxing the 
patience of the Mouse when it is not necessary. ^ 
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Mr* SURCNDRA NATH BIRWASs Sir, I want to make one point 
dear. 

Mft SPEAKERS Order, order. 1 have already said that it i# not 
necessary to move your aiuendmcut. 

Mf# SURENDRA NATH BISWAS* On a point of privilege, Sir. 
May I know whether a member’ of the House is entitled to move his 
amendment when that amendment has been admitted by Mr. Speiiker? 

Mfi SPEAKERS But you should know at the same tim«\ Mr. Biswas, 
that it is the privilege of the S}>eaker to deride what amendment is to 
be taken. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then, is it your ruling, Sir, that 
even if an amendment is in order, the member concernetl may not Us 
permitted by the ITon’ble S[)eaker to move his amendment!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must refer you, Mr. Biswas, to the relevant sec- 
tion of the Assembly Procedure Buies under which, when an amend- 
ment of an identical nature ha.s already been moved a further amend- 
ment on the same issue cannot be moved. On that ground, Mr. Biswas, 
you are not entitled to move your amendment. After the last speaker 
concluded his specnh, I had allowed enough time, but I did not find 
anybody to rise in his seat, and 1 had therefore called upon 
Mr. Suhrawardy to speak. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, simply because an amendment 
of an identical nature has b^en moved, are you going to debar 
Mr. Biswas from even speaking on that amendment also? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, you are importing something which 
I have never meant. If Mr. Biswas had followed the usual procedure, 
he would have been entitled .to 8|>eak. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; We bow to your ruling, Sir, 
but it would not matter much if Mr. Biswas is allowed a few minutes 
to speak on the amendment. I hope you will agree with me, Sir, that 
the drafting of this clause is not free from controversy. So before we 
hear Mr. Suhrawardy, it would be better to have some more viewpoints 
of Mr. Biswas so that his reply may meet all the controversies that 
likely to be dragged into courts of law. 

Mr. SPEAKER: AH I say is that Mr. Biswas should have risen in 
his seat immediately after the last speaker. 
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Mfi MMNKA $EKHAR SANYAL: He is an old man^ he cannot 
spring up like a young man. ^ 

Mfa SPEAKERS I have never seen an old man raising a new point* 
(Laughter.) All right, Mr. Biswas. 

Mfi 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, what I want to point out 
is this. Ah has already been said the Hon'ble the Finance Minister, 
a dealer will have to pay tax in a certain year even if his gross turn- 
over does not exceed the taxable quantum. That is the position he has 
taken. It is not his case that he will not be assessed any tax if his 
groHs turnover dcien not exceed the taxable quantum. He says, he will 
be liable to pay the tax even if the gross turnover does not come up to 
the amount. I am sure the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is by this 
time aware that the dealers have made a representation to him to the 
effect that there will he many cases in which the dealers will not be able 
to pass the tax on to the consumers; they will have to jmy the tux out 
ot their own pocket. Then again, if you look to sub-clause (7) of 
clause 5, you will find that the tax payable shall be at the rate of one- 
quarter of an anna in the ruiHje on his taxable turnover. Now, what 
is the taxable turnover? The taxable turnover means, us you will find 
in sub-clause (.V) of clause 5, “that part of a dealer’s gross turnover 
during any pcricxl which remains after deducting his turnover during 
that period on the sale of goods, etc.’’ Under t>ub-( laiise (J) of clause 
6 the taxable turnover may not exceed the taxable (luaiitum. Suppos- 
ing, Sir, that the taxable (juantum is fixed at Ks. and the gross 

turnover is Its. 60, IKK), then the taxable turnover as defined in sub- 
clause {S) 6f clause 6 may be Its. 2,000. On that Us. 2,000 he will be 
liable to pay tax under sulKclauHe (!) ofM-lause 5. And this tax will 
be made payable for three consecutive years under sub-clause (-i) of 
clause 4. I draw your attention, Sir, to the implications of these clauses 
"^and sulwlauses. Is it the case of the Ilon’lde the Finance Minister 
that a dekler will have to |>ay tax on his turnover which does not ex- 
viHHl the taxable quantum? I want to make his case clear. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am afraid, Sir, that 
both the honourable members have misunderstood the purport of this 
section and of the meaning of the words “taxable turnover” and 
“taxable quantum.” Taxable quantum is not the amount on which the 
tax is levied. Taxable quantum is not synonymous with “tatable turn- 
over.” Taxable quantum is really the grovSs turnover, namely, the 

r over which a person should possess in order that h^f may come under 
cni^gpty of a registered dealer. Therefore, the question that this 
taxable turnover may be below, say, Rs. 50,000 or Rs. 10,000 is quite 
in consonaiioe with taxable quantum, namely, the gross turnover being 
above that figure. 
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How, Sir, with rogard to the point of Mr. Saeanka Sekhar Sanyal, 
I do not think that any difficulty arises from this fact as such a dealer 
once registered, namely, whose gross turnover or taxable ({uautum 
exeeeds a certain figure, w'hich in this Bill is Rs. 60,000 and Rs. 10,000, 
should continue to be liable to collect the tax and to i>ay to Government 
for the next three years. The reason w^hy we have put that clause is 
this. A person may have a taxable turnover of Rs. 50,(KK1 for which 
reason he becomes a registered dealer. Next year he might have a 
taxable turnover of Rs. 49,000, and w'e cannot find out the amount of 
his taxable turnover until the next year is over. How do you say that 
we can take him out of the register of dealers y If he is taken out of 
the list the year after, what does he gain? He gains nothing, because 
• as a nou-registered dealer he will have to pay the tax to his registered 
dealer in the first instance, whereas a registered dealer he has this 
advantage that for all the goods that he purchases from another register- 
ed dealer, he does not have to pay any tax at all in the first instance. 
If he became an unregistered dealer, he would have to pay the tax in the 
beginning as soon as he purchased an article. This, I am pointing out 
to you, Sir, places a registered dealer in a much nu^re advantageous 
position than an unregistered dealer. 

Mr. 8AMNKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In this sub-clause he is liable 
to pay tax irrespective of the liability of registration which cornea 
afterwards. 

The Hon’We Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Another difficulty is this. 
The whole trade and business will W dislocated, because dealers will 
not know when a persofi is on the registered list or when be is not. 
When they are dealing with a person wdio is registered, they ought to 
have some assuraTue that at least for three years he will continue to be 
dealt with as a registered dealer without having to collect taxation fri)m 
him. 

Now the tax that will be r^dlected will not lie the tax that ho will 
have to pay in the first year. The tax that will be collected will l)o the 
tax on the amount of gross turnover next year. For instance, t() give 
an extreme case, sujiposing, Sir, the gross turnover of a person is 
Rs. 60,000 one year and the taxable amount is Rs. 20,000, he will be 
taxed on Ra. 20,000. Next year his gross turnover becomes Rs. 40, (XK) 
and the taxable amount Womes Rs, 2,000; he will be taxed only on 
Ra. 2,000 and not on the amount, namely, Rs, 20,000 on which he paid 
tax in the previous year. I do not see any hardship whatsoever in this 
section which has upt been, I am afraid, very carefully considered by^ 
the honourable members. 

# • 

Mr. SASANKA UKHAR SANYAL S 1 submit. Sir, that that is not 
the intention of sub-clause (S)» Clause 4 deals witk the incidence of 
taxation. Sub-clause (1) inefeases the liability— 
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Mir* SPEAKER. Please do not argue on the principle of the marginal 
notes. They may be entirely^ wrong. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I am not arguing on ^e 
marginal notes, but on the substantive portion. 1 understand the 
Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy to mean the necessity of this section on the 
question of registration. That is quite true. Otherwise, if additional 
liability is not sought to be determined, the omission of sub-clause (3) 
will have no meaning at all and will not affect the incidence of taxation 
which is determined and declared by sub-section (I), but sub-section (3) 
declared additional liability which is not in the substantive portion. 
But if it is the intention of this Bill, this enactment, to introduce 
certain safeguards or protective measures or facilities in the matter of 
registration, the proper place to introduce the substance of this sub- 
clause would be clause 7 which deals with registration. After all, 
clause 7 deals with registration. So, if it is meant by this sub-clause 
to continue the liability for registration, then the proper context will 
be clause 7. Otherwise, Sir, endless confusions will follow and the 
matter will be dragged ever>’ day to the courts of law which ought to 
be avoided. 

Mr, EPEAKER: 1 do not want to intervene at this stage. I have 
to put the motion l>efore the House, but in view of the confusing ideas 
I think I ought to clarify the iwsition. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister will please correct me if I am wrong. The position is this: 
whatever may be the position of this section, this law imposes a liability 
to register. Now, for the purposes of liability to register, the quantity 
of the total gross turnover is the quantity of the turnover which not 
only includes goods whi<‘h are taxable, but goods which are not taxable 
also: For example, a man deals with goods of every commodity. His 
total assets amount to lls. 60 lakhs. In that case he is liable to pay 
the tax himself. Now sub-clause (3) says that he must remain liable 
to pay tax tor the next three years without any further liability to 
register and without any further necessity to determine whether his 
total g^ss turnover comes within the purview of this section at all. 
Then comes a further liability as to how much is to be paid by the man. 
On that the Hon’ble Minister says that it is the total taxable turnover. 
In other words, after cutting out the list of exemptions and after cut- 
ting out everything he is liable to pay. 

Mr. SAtANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, the word ^'taxable” is not 
there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tea, it is there. Please read the next section. 
This section does not mean anything more than that for the purposes of 
section 7 he is liable to register himself and the tax actuaUy payable is. 
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dapendent on the taxable turnover, aud not on the turnover. Is 

not that correct, Mr. Suhrawardy? 

Tho Hofl*bl6 Mf« Ha &i SUHRAWAfIDYs Yes, Sir, that ia correct* 

i 

Mfa AA8ANKA BEKHAR SANYALs Then some words are neoe#« 

eary within the meaning of section 7. 

Tho Hon’bio Mfa Ha 8 b SUHRAWARDYs If you read section 7 (I) 
you will find the position clearly stated there. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanya) that sub-clause (3) of 
clause 4 be omitted was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 

AYet--3t. 

4t«a» Ali MiJvMiar, Manifi. 

Kvaiftr, Mr. Atal OiitiiSra. 

Mr. NliSitiia NttS. 

Mail, Mr. !A««a1U Kommt. 

Mai, Mr. Ii»ar CliaaSra. 

MaMal. Mr. Aarlta Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Krltliaa Praiatf. 

Maskai Natala, Mr. 

MaHkk.Irlial AlktlMli. 

Naaktr, Mr. Ham Skaaira. 

RaailiaMla AkiMk. Mr. 

Aty. Mr. Ktraa taakar. 

Ray. Mr. Klikarl Pali. 

Ray, Mr. Maawalka Natk. 
taayal. Mr. laMaka lakkar. 

•aa-layta, Mre. Nalllt. 

•kakaeaM, Mr. 
tkaartiMia Akaiai, Mr. M. 
tiaka, Irljat Maalaira Rkaiaa. 

NOE»-tt. 

AkSal Alb, Maalaaa Mi. 

Akial Natl, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Natl .Mr. Mia. 

Akial Nafclai, Maalvl. 

Akial Naklai Vikraaw«rf. Hairtvl 
Akial MalW. Mr. lyti. 

Akial Mafalak MaNk, Or. 

Akiar Raknaa. Rkaa Rakaiar A. f. M. 

Akiar Rakaua iMiMl, Mr. 

ANar R iri iaa i . Maaltl Mi. 

Akiar Raaf. Rkaa taklk Maatvf I. 

Akiar Raaf. Rkaa iakaiar ikak. 

Akiar Raaiafc, HaaM. 

Akiat Ikakaai. Maalvl Mi. 

AMiar Raaa eka w i ka ry, Rkaa Iakaiar MaalvU 
Akal Naikiai. Maalvl. 

Aial Matala Akaml, Mr. 

Akal Raaiam MaalvL / 

Aki Ma i AM fca ay it»a il , Rkaa ia ka ia r Maalaaa, 

AkiMi AR Mflika, Maalvl. 

AfeiMi Maaria. Mr. 

AMnaiMa Akaai. Rkaa I akai ar Ma aii l . 

AMMNNtakt Rkaa saRM Maatvi 
AMb AM Mhk MaMvl Mi. 


Aalai Naaiaia Rkaa, Rkaa Iakaiar MaaMl. 

Aikar All, Maalvl. 
lairviiala. Hr. lyti. 
laia, Hr.ialairaRalk. 

RIrknyrv, llr Naary, M^t. 

•baa*. Mr. RaMk Lai. , 

MMayaaialt. Hr. i. W. 

Mark, Hr. I. A. 

Mat. Ral taklk RJrtt Rkaaaa. 

Maai, Raka OaktHra Ralk. 
tikar. Hr. Ifyaairaaalk. 

Parkai Raia MMwikary, Mr. H. 

PaMal Naa. ika Naa’Ma Hr. A. R. 

Paitvi QaaMr. Rkaa takaiar Haafvf. 
faMar takana, Mr. |Maaaa|. 
faalar Rakaua. Hr. <MyaiiaMagk». 

•MiMaf , Hr. 1. 

lalaai tarwar Naaalal. Hr. Ikak iyai. 

MrMIka. Mr. M. 

HaMkaiak.lkaNaWMa Raaak lakaitM^R., a»« 
•aati. • ^ 


Aka Namla tartar, Maalvl. 

Akal Pail, Hr. Mi. 
taavrji, Mr. p. 

•aavr|M, Mr. Praaiatka Ralk. 
karaua, Raka Ikyaaia Pratai. 
•iavrai, Mr. laraaira Ralk. 
ikakrakarty. Mr. iailaira Ralk. 
ikaaikarf, Ral Hanaira Ralk. 
Mat Mayta. taka Rkafvaira Ralk. 
Dai Mapia, Irljat Rartaira Ralk. 
Oalal, Mr. Hartaira Ralk. 

Oatia HuaaNlar, Mr. Rlkarvaia. 
EaMaial NaRav. KiiL 
•kata. Mr. Atal Rrbkaa. 
llaaiiiiia Akaivi, Hr. 

Mayta. Mr.i. R. 

Naaaa Ail Okawikary, Mr. lyai. 
Jalalaiiia Haaktaiy, Hr. lyai. 
iaiaa, Hr. I. 0. 


Maiitv, Mr. R4I. 
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NalkMi AH KHm, Kltt ithtHir MmIvU 
NMHnr , Mr. DWW. 

MtrwtH, Mr. RBfin. 

MM«#iia aIi«N. KkM MlaHBr Mtvtvi. 
KtWraMta Kkaa* Kkaa Rkkaiw MwrtfL 
Kmmi All Mina. laMkaatfa Kavaa lak fyai. 


Kawnkf. Mr. I. •. 
U r tg ar. Mr. A. t. 


MattkAMa AkaiaA, Dr. 
MitaaMia AkaMi. Maalvl. 


HanAal, Mr.Aatal Okaaira. 

MaalralAla Akkaai, Maalvl. 

MaaM All Kkaa Haaal, AI-MaAl Maalvl. 

Mariaa. Mr. 

Maalaai All Mattak, Maalvl M. 

MakaaiaiaA Aftal, Kkaa DakaAar Maalvl lyaA. 
Makanatai ltka«aa. HaalvL 
Makaaiaiak IIMMaa, Kkaa laaAar Dr. lytl. 
Makanaiailalalaiaa, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 
Malllak. tkt Na a*klt Mr. Makaaia Dakary. 
Maakarrafi Naaaala, tka Naa*kla Naarak, Kkaa 


Maalaiawtal Nakaa, Mr lyaA. 

MaaAy, tka Haa*kla Makarala IrtMiaaira, at 
Datalaikuar. 


imaraNaA. HaaraltiAi* 

Rartaa. Hr. N. R. 

Ralkat. tka Natfkla Hr. RraiMaa Dak. 
Ray. Hr. Dkaaaa|ay. 

Ray. Mr. RaUraai. 
iataraMia Afcaiai, Mr. 

•akaka-Alaa, Mr. lyaC 
•iUai. Hr. 1. A. 


•arklal IKaai. Hr. 

•kakakaiMa, 1^. Kkwaja. O.RJt. 
tlMlair, Mr. A. P. 
tiriar. iaka Utta Maaia. 

•ayik. Mr. H. Drakaat 
tpanar, Hr.A. N. 

•tavaa/ Mr. A. W. R. 
lakrawarAy, tka Haa'Ma Hr. N. 1. 
TaailxaAMa Kkaa, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 
Talal Akaiai OkaaAkary, Maalvl Ma|l< 
Walkar, Mr. A. R. 

WMkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WarAawartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaat Mina. 

Vaaat All OkaaAkary. Mr. 

Zakar AkaiaA OkaaAkary. Maalvl. 


The Ayea being 38 and the Noes 98, the motion was lost. 


Mr. MO. ABUL FAIL: Sir, I beR to move that in clause 4(3), 
line 3, for the words “three consecutive years, during; each of” the 
words “one year during” be substituted. 

My intention in moving this amendment is to limit the liability 
to jiay the tax to one year only. Three years is too long a term to 
make the dealers liable, anibone year is sufficient. It is sheer injustice 
to make the dealer liable for three long years. So, I suggest that 
instead of three years, the period may be only one year. 


The Hofi’bla Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose this 
amendment. If one year is accepted, it is equivalent to the deletion 
of the sub-clause suggested by the previous amendment which has been 
rejected . 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 4(»3), line 3, for 
the words “three consecutive years, during each of,” the words 
“twelve months during” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

Mr. I8WAII DAS ilALANs Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4(J), 
line 3, for the word “three” the word “two” be substituted. 

In support of this amendment, 1 have simply to say this that if 
'^once a dealer becomes a registered dealer, his liability is extended to 
three years, and then all tlie obligations regarding accounts and other 
things which a registered dealer has wull continue for three long years. 
It might be that in one year this turnover is Rs. 50,000, but in the 
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next year it may be Re. 10,000. My motion is srmpl 3 ^ a compromise 
between lero and three. I say, let this liability continue for two years, 
because I think that would be sufficient for the purpose of exemption. 

' Th* Hon'bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have explained 

why the trade must have some continuity with refrard to sates. I 
oppose the amend merit. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that iu clause 4(J>. line 3; for 
the word “three ’ the word “two” he substituted, was then put and 
lost. 

Mfe 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I bog to move that for 
flub-claust» (J) of clau.'ie 4 the following 1 h* substituted, namely: — 

“(J) In this Act the expression ‘ti^^cable (piantum* ineaiiH — 

(n) in relation to any dealer who imports for sale any goods into 
Bengal, lO.OtK) rupees; and 

(h) iu relation to any other dealer, a0,0t)0 rupees. “ 

Sir, the object of my amendment is to give relief to the indigenous 
manufacturers as well as traders. As we all know, trade and industry 
in Bengal has not developed, and the time is such that the middle 
class people are taking to trade and industry. There are persons of all 
commuiiitieH in tra<le and industry, an<l they should be encouraged to 
continue to develop trade and industry. Therefore, J suggest that 
tho.se manufacturer.s and traders whose gro.ss turnover w'ill not exceed 
Rs. 50,000 should not be made liable to^pay this tax. If my amend- 
ment ivS accepted, the small manufacturers of Bengal might be able to 
stand comiMdition in the market with outside manufacturers. I hope 
the benefits w’hich my amendment propo-ses to give U) small manu- 
facturers and traders will appeal to all sections of the House, and I 
therefore commend it to their acceptance. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in paragraph {a) of clause 4(5), lines 2 and 3, the words ‘‘or himself 
manufactures any goods for sale” be omitted. 

1 beg also to move that after paragraph (a) of clause 4(5), the 
following new paragraph be insertcMl, namely: — 

**(04) in relation to any dealer who himself manufactures any 
goods for sale, 20,000 rupees.** 

Sir, 1 shall be happy if Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas's jpo^n ba 
carried, but if it is not carried, then, Sir, my alternative proposal 
wonld be that a manufacturer who himself manufactures goods for 
•ale should not be put in the same position as the imports. It is 
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preposterous to put an indigenous manufacturer on a parity with him, 
and it is for that reason tha^I am excluding the manufacturer from 
paragraph (a) and making him the subject of a new paragraph. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making two categories of manufacturers. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. 

Maulvt ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I Iveg to move that in 
paragraph (a) of claUHc line 3, Tor the figures “10,000” the figures 
“50,000” be substituted. 

I beg also to move that |)aragraph {h) of (dause 4('5) be omitted. 

I beg further to move that iij eluuse 4(>)(r) for the figures “50,000” 
the figures “1,00,000” be substituted. 

Sir, the reason why 1 move these ainerHlinents is that in the original 
Bill sub-clause 4(-'J)(o) gives the taxable quantum as Ks. 10,000 for 
importers as well as for manufaeturers of goods, hut 1 think this sum 
of Its. 10,000 to be t<M> small becau.se the manufacturers who will place 
their goods in the market will have to spend huge sums (»f money and 
if only Es. 10,000 is fixed, it will be impos.sihle for them to pay the 
tax. Sir, the manufacturers of Bengal have come to this field only 
recently and by this tax they will be driven out (»f the field. And in 
this connection I have in my mind especially the case of Bengali manu* 
facturers of cloth and sugar who have only very recently started their 
firms. 

Then again, in sub-clause (/>) Government are taking a long hand, 
and they say as much sums as may be prescribed. I think a long rope 
cannot be given to (lovernnient, because they may entangle anybody 
and everybody they like inbi it. 

So far as my third amendment is concerned, I propose to substitute 
Ks. I,00,(K)() for its. 50,000 bt'caiise the profit has gone down nowadays, 
and in most cases the dealers w’ill have to pay from their own capital. 
With these words, Sir, I commend my amendments to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as amendment No. 72 is concerned, the 
consent of the Governor has not been received. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. Sir, I beg to move that in danse 
line 2, after the word “prescribed” at the end, the following 
be inserted, namely: — 


“the minimum being Ks. 20,000“ 



GfOVERNMENT BILL. 


ijlii.] 




Sir, my argument with regard to this amendment is that as soon 
as these parties will be registereil, they will have to do aeeounting and 
many other things with a consetiuent increase in establishment charges, 
therefore, dealers with Rs. 10, (WO as the taxable qtmntum will be- 
verj» hard hit, and to give them relief I suggest to the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister to be good enough to increase it to Rs. 20.000. 


Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. .Speaker. Sir, I f(» luovo that 
in clause 4(*j')((‘) for the figures **')(), 000 * tlie figures *",.^”>,000” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the oO.OOO limit makes it easier undouhtedly for (Government 
to collect the tax, but the lower limit of 2r>,(l(H) would etiuiilly (crtainly 
bring more money into the treasury. In view of the need for more 
revenue, I feel therefore that (ioverumeiit should- — — 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. 
lias the sanction of the ( Governor to this amendment been obtained ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER! Yes. it has been obtained. 


8ir HENRY BIRKMYRE: I feel that (Government sboiild adopt 
the lower limit and (h<*rehy secure all tin* money they can collect. 
The lower limit in no way affects cottage industries or the cultivator 
selling his own produce in hdU or markets. It will, on the other hand, 
reduce the number of o[)portunities for evasion of payment of this tax. 
It has been argued that a dealer who only has a turnover of Ks. 2b, (KK) 
could not he expected to keep the necessary accounts. This, I think, 
is a very poor compliment to the inbdligence of these dealers, and it 
an argument which 1 personally consider too weak to be accepted. 1 
therefore rommeml my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Mr. Speaker, Sir, I l>eg to 
oppose this amendment moved by my friend. Sir, we on this side of 
the House began l>y making attempts that the taxation measures 
should not come, and after we failed in that attempt on our jiart, wo 
are trying to dilute the rig<»rous provisions <if the taxation measures as- 
much as we can so that the severity of this measure may be as small 
upon a large number of people as possible. 

We cannot appreciate the anxiety of the European members in 
trj'ing to maintain the level of taxable quantum from the higher 
standan^ to the lower standard. Sir as parliamentarians we m’ill not 
attribute any motives to any member, but at the initial stage q|^the 
passage of this Bill on the last session when we moved for circulation 
for eliciting public opinion, 1 expressed my own apprehension on 
^ behalf of my party that with the war around us the Government which 
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is backed and piloted and engineered by tbe European Group in this 
House wants more money and wants us to give large avenues of taxa- 
tion to Government, so that it can finance war purposes to the best of 
its ability. Probably, Sir, my European friends desire that the 

Government should get some more money so that in the name of 

nation-building activities really ivar purpose measures may be given 
♦effect to. Therefore, Sir, we set our face strongly against this pro- 
posal of the European members here. 

Sir, we made our api)rehension cdear at every stage that the pur- 
poses have not been made clear as to why this money is necessary, and 
it is such a huge contrast to the other Hill which we have just passed, 
namely, the Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Hill. In that Bill Govern- 
ment came with schemes, with clearly laid down purposes for the 

taxation measures; but so far as this measure is (‘oncerned, in spite 
•of repeated demands from all sections of the House — even from the 
members of the Coalition l*arty — the Government have refused to lay 
‘down any plan to show why the money is necessary. That strengthens 
•our apprehension and this amendment also deepens that apprehension 
*on our part. 

Therefore, Sir, with all the emphasis that we command on this 
side of the House, we strongly oppose this amendment of the European 
members of this House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
•oppose this amendment moved hy the European memhers of this House. 
i5ir, while the Hon’ble Finance Minister provided the figure 50,000, 
the amendment proposes that the figure 25, (KM) be substituted so that 
tliey may tax the people on a wider scale. Sir, the European members 
Jiave been heard to observe on tbe floor of this House some time ago 
that at a time when the requirements of war would lay severe strain 
on the people and people will have to Ik? strained in furtherance of the 
jrequi remen tii of the war, the unimportant items of work like the 
Hatiun-building work might he deferred till after the war was over. 
.Sir, there we saw the kind of solicitude the European members of this 
House, not unnaturally, have for our nation-building work. They 
have but slender links with the people and may therefore be excused if 
to them nation-building work would appear as mere subsidiary work. 
After having shown that kind of solicitude, they cx>me forward now 
to support the Hon^ble the I^abour Minister’s plea of taxation and 
want that tnxation should be carried on on a wider and wider scale 
And therefore they reduce the figure to one of 25. (KX), so that even tbe 
amall man in trade and industry, in the work of purchase and sale, 
" xnijbt affected. 

Sir, as 1 observed the other day, on the basis of this amendment 
irould not this House be in order to ask to-day as to what is the reason 
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beluiLd this amendment P 1 am not sure as to what the 'f^n'ble the 
f'inance Minister intends to do about this amendment. He\a8 shown 
OTer-willingness and eagerness — almost an indecent haste^tW aooept 
^amendments moved by the European Group for obvious reasons. They 
ar^ comrades in distress. Mr. Suhrawardy, who recently due to^ the 
timely holding of the session now, took refuge in the sheltered 
sanctuary of this House from the stones and brickbats that were thn)wn 
at him from Rajaliuzar 

Mr. SPEAKER • I am sorry, Mr. Marumdar. 1 hope you will con- 
fine yonrself to the motion which is before the House. Jt is not 
always desiruhle that you should try to hummer the same tune day 
after day which brings the <liscus.si(m to a level which is not at all 
desirable. We are discussing whether this motion is acceptable to the 
Hou.se. You can place your arguments at the time of the third read- 
ing when the whole issue will Im* there. You can then argue about 
the attitude of the (rovenimeiit, the conduet of the Government and 
the principles of the (h)vcrninent . but for the time ladng it is only 
desirable that you should confine yourself to the motion. Let the 
House he enlightened us in why this figure should be 50,00(1 and 10, (HK) 
and not why tlo* European Jiiembers are siding with the Finance 
Minister, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 will submit to 
your ruling with all humility, but allow me to put this (juestion to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in my own way. 1 am entitled to know 
whether he is going to accept this amendment or not. (The Hnn'ble 
Mr. II. S. SriiRAWAHDY: No, no.) I am glad that Mr. Suhrawardy 
has for <Mice made an interjection which will meet with our approval, 
and I ho])e he will .say a “no,” a strong and clear “no” to the European 
members who now come forward to tax even the small man, — these 
membiTs who only the other <lay diil very little realise the necessity of 
nation-building work being at all urgent in India. (The Hou'ble 
Mr. H. 8. SuHRAWARj»Yf 1 do say.) Sir, 1 welcome this assurance 
from the HonMde the Finance Minister that he is not going to accept 
this measure. 

Sir, in condemning this amendment proposed by the European 
Group, I would also point out that the honourable the hhiropean mem- 
bers know that in this country to-day the purchasing power of the 
people has already dwindled to such a low level that people fat from 
being able to get the necessities of life suffer from malnutrition, and 
such reduction and dimunitioo of the purchasing power of the people 
has talen place all the more in the industrial areas amongM the 
workers. Sir, the workers are the worst victims as a resuKfof this 
"depression. Sir, if the small man is taxed, if the small man is com- 
pelled to pay higher rates of prices, then those millions of workers^ 
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the poorest ^classes who are the worst victims of the trading exploits — 

I am afraid it is almost paying? a compliment to say '‘trading exploits*^^ 
— of tBfe Europeans ; our workers, are the victims of the outright 
exploitation carried on by the members on that side of the Honse^* 
They will be the wofst sufferei's. Therefore, Sir, I am amazed to^see 
the brazenesa of a proposition of this kind. Here silence might have 
shown greater wisdom on their part. Their counsels in many ways 
seem to have influenced and prevailed with the Hoh^ble Ministers, 
particularly with the Hon’ble Finance Minister who is, known tp have 
been their man — the coming man they would like to have. They see 
in him the golden dream of the rise of a pseudo-Bourl)on to keep down 
the wbrkers who sometimes, I believe, cause them a little epibaiTass- 
ment and inconvenience. The peasants who cry for a better price of 
jute will also ultimately be the sufferers if an amendment of this 
nature is accepted or carried. Sir, I know now that with the assurance 
which tlie. llon^ble Finance Minister has given this amendment comhig 
from the European jirivileged (Iroup will meet with nothing but scorn 
from all sections of the lloiue. Sir, all sections of ihi* House are 
already united togeilier in their unreserved condemnation of this mea- 
sure. Even the representatives of the European Group at the Select 
Committee stage condemned this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry to interrupt you, but you are 
going Iwyond the point that is under discussion now. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 am coming to the 
core of the point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I point out that for the last few minutes you 
have been straying beyond the point, and I should have asked you long 
before to sit down. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I would have 
thankfully sttmd corrected. Now, Sir, it is time that all sections of 
the House should not only reject an amendment of this nature, hut 
they should condemn it. I think that in future the House will show 
greater unanimity when the question of taxation affecting the interests 
of* the people will come forward. I oppose this amendment and com- 
mend it for its entire rejection by the House. 

Mr. liWAR DAS JALAN: Sir, I l)eg to oppose the amendment. 
In doing so, I wish to point out that the figure of R». 50,000 has been 
put in order to save the smaller dealer from kee^ng elaborate 
account %ookB which are ne<*e8sary in order to comply with the requisi- 
tions of this Act. This Act provides for a dealer to make a return 
of the taxable turnover, and yon will find that in the taa^ahle turnover 
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tkere are oertam articles which are tax-free. Then there a^ articles 
which are hold to registered dealers. Then, there are articles which 
ire sold to Govemmeftt Departments and there are also articlea. which 
ire sent out of the provinces. Therefore, as a matter of fact, if I 
understand the Act rightly, there is not much diSerenre between fixing 
it at Rs. 50,000, and any oilier lesser figure, say, lls. 40,000 or 
Rs. 30,000. The real position is that so far as the trader is concerned, 
it will be a serious handicap to the trader if he is obliged to keep these 
«laborate account bookh in order to comply with the retiuisilions under 
the Act. Therefore, 1 lR‘g to oppose this motion. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to oppose all 
ibese amendments except the amendment of Sir Henry Hirkmyre 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SAN Y At: So far as amendment No. 74- 
70 is concerned, I have got my observations to make 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have just now spoken. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: %iT, 1 have not spoken on 
amendment No. 74-70. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In your excitenient. you have forgotten to speak 
on your own amendment and spoken about other things. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 was not excited at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have said in the lieginning that almost all these 
motions go together. You cannot take one from the other — one is so 
much integrally connected vVlth the other. The whole piiriiose is to 
raise the minimuu^. I culled you not to oppo.se the Government but 
to speak on your own motitm as you wanted to do so, but you entirely 
forgot yourself for the time being. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In any rase, Sir, if 1 hud 
made a mistake, that mistake was caused by the fact that I thought 
that after I had opposed the amendment, I would be given an oppor- 
tunity to speak on it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you realise that all these motions have 
been taken together. 

Mr. SASANKA ^SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, m*any case, 1 will not 
take more than two minutes, and 1 hope you will allow m% to^peak 
on it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 
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Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: So far aa the introduction of 
gub>clauBe (5) (b) of clause 4 ids concerned, tliere is a proposal that 
* 'taxable quantum’’ means "in relation to any* particular class of 
dealer, such sum as may be prescribed.” We are* on principle opposed 
to giving these wide f)owers to Government because this will land "the 
province in some situation which is neither contemplated nor desired. 
Sir, on the door of the House many things are being discussed, and 
they are definite and they are square. But it is against any principle 
of democratic Government to give these powers to Government which 
can be taken through a blind alley. For instance, the expression "in 
relation to any particular class of dealer” is very vague and very 
dangerous. It may be a religious class, it may be a political class, 
it may be a trading class ; it may be a class of the Coalition brand ; it 
may be a class of any other brand. There is another danger, because 
the rules which will be pre8cribe<l will be prescribed by Government. 
We have no control upon the rules. These rules may prove to be 
dangerous. This particular clause may empower the Government to 
exclude persons in respect of the taxable (quantum according to the 
convenience of the Cabinet itself. Sir, we in Bengal have got bitter 
experience as to how the G^uiiet functions. Thes(‘ people are more or 
less political agitators for their personal group purposes. Therefore, 
it is extremely dangen)us if we on the floor ot the House give wide 
powers, delegated powers to Government which are sure to he used 
against those parties and pc^rsons or classes who are known to be 
oppoHitionist.s to the (government; nej>otism will come into existence 
and hv this time “Bengal Government, thy name is nepotism” is 
known throughout the world. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: On a point of explanation, Sir. I would 
like to say that the Bill originally provider for a limit of Rs. 20,000 and 
the taxable quantum only denotes registration. Unregistered dealers 
will pay the tax whatever the limit may be. 

Tha Hofl’bl^ Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, as I said, I oppose 
all these amendments except the amendment moved by Sir Henry 
Birkmyre which I would like to consider further, in view of the matters 
which have come up in the course of the discussion. I would like to 
explain the reason why I oppose all these amendmsnts. 

1 am surprised that the discussion oq a financial measure has been 
made a subject flatter of political propaganda. Sir, I will not digress 
from the path of dealing with a financial measure as a financial measure, 
and w^l leave all the Various remarks relating to politics to themselves. 

Sir, the amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas attempts to increase 
the taxable quantum for a manufacturer to Rs. 50,(K)0 and at the same 
time removes the Government’s povrerto prescribe a different taxable 
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qimtnm if necessary. If this was done, a considerable portion of 
articles will escape taxation. Small manufacturers whose turnover is>- 
under Rs. 10,000 will themselves escape taxation and hence the Bill a» 
k now stands does not hurt the small manufacturer. But I see no* 
reason why the bigger manufacturer should not pay this tax. Thia 
applies also to the amendments which have been moved by Rai Harendim 
Nath Chaudhuri. 


Then, Sir, an attempt has been made to increase the figure from 
Rs. 10,000 to Rs. *>0,000. The importers and manufacturers are ai 
different class by themselves, and I submit, Sir, that if a smaller 
quantum is not prescribed, it will lead to the splitting up of business. 
That is the difficulty. Even if it does not lead to the splitting up of 
business, it will mean that many importers of less than Rs. 50,000 will 
import directly and conipete with those having a bigger turnover. 
There is no reason why this should be so. 

Now, Sir, I was prepared to accept Sir Henry Birkmyre’s iimend- 
iiient, but I have altered my views after further consideration. It doca 
not matter to Government what the taxable quantum is, whether it ia 
one lakh, two lakhs, 50,000, 20,(KM), or 10,000 because the registered 
dealer is not a tax-payer at all. The inaifo^ in which the ordinary 
discussion has proceeded is that the smaller dealer has got to pay the 
tax from his own pocket, and that therefore if the figure is reduced, 
such dealers will he taxed. He is really in the posilioii of a lax collec- 
tor. It suits us to have us few rcgi.stered dealers as possible, because 
ttiere will he less shops to ins[)ect, less inspecting stuff to he engaged. 
But we liave found that there are more people in this category of 
Rs. 25.(M)0 in tlie iinifassal than we originally conceived, and if w« 
accept tlie figure of Rs. 25, (MM), as has been suggested by Sir Henry 
Birkmyre, we will have to upi)oipt such a large staff ff>r the purprjse of 
inspection that a considerable affiount (>f money will he spent in collect- 
ing the tax which Would otherwise not ho necessary. It is for this 
leasou that I should like to (M^nsider the point a little hit further in 
order to satisfy myself whether I can safely accept the figure of 
Rs. 25,0{M), This amendment No. 8G-8fl may therefore stand over for 
the present. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think one of the important uinendments is that 
about the deletion of nbh-claiise (h). I shall put it first. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that paragraph (b) of 
clause 4(J) be omitted, was then put and a division taken with the* 
following, result: — 

AYII--41. 

AM NMtai lAfluir, MM. ( Umnim, Bt. PnrnmM IMft. 

AMirMl.«r. M. 1 •aMrg.Mf.tWrtrilpA, 

■wMfi, m. r. h Smi. 
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Mr. ••rM«ra MtUi. 

■M4, Mr. taml SiMatfrt. 

«la«ik«n, Uti MarMiira Nilfe. 
J»ai atpla, ii*« KktftMrt Natk. 
MM tapta, trilat Ntrtiiari Natk. 
Maial, Mr. Martaart Natk. 

Matia MaiaaMar. Mr. Nlkaraaia. 
f aMaial Na«a«. Kati. 

4kaM. Mr. Atai Krlikaa. 
Nlasaaita Akaiad. Mr. 
gapta. Hr. 4 . N. 

Haua All Ckawikary, Mr. Ifii. 
aalalaiaia Naikaaiy, Mr. tyai. 
aalaa, Mr. I. D. 
ataak All MajaaMar, Maalal. 
Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaara Lail. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaalra. 

Xaaka, Mr. Niakltka Natk. 


Hall, Mr. Akaraita KaaMf. 

Hal, Mr. invar Skaaira, 

Maaaal, Mr. Aairita LaL 
Haaial. Hr. lagtaari Natk. 
Hafkal Hasaia, Hr. 

HaUltfc, irijat Atkataik. 

Naafcar, Mr. Mt ai Okaagra. 
Naariiaaaia Akatai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaialka Natk. 
laayal, Mr. tauaka lafckar. 

Sta, Ral RakaiaraatMk Rkaaira. 
ttaHlapta, Mrv. NMtlv. 

SkakMall, Mr. 
tbaaiviMiaia AkaNi. Mr. 

Ilaka, Irliat Maatagra Rkaiaa. 
Tkakar, Mr. Fraaiatka Raajaa. 


Akgal Alii . Maalaaa Mi. 

Akial Mati, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Hail. Mr. Mia. 

Akgal Hakiai. Maalvl. 

Akaal Maklai Vikraaiparl, Maaivi M«. 

Akial Mafli, Mr. lyti. 

Akiar Rabaiaa ItiiNI. Mr. 

Akial Matalak Malik. Dr. 

Akiar Raaf. Kkaa Rabaiar lhah. 

Akiar Raiiak. Maalvl. 

Akial SkakMi. Maaivi Mi. 

Akiiar Rwa Okawikary. Kkaa Rabaiar Maaivi. 
Abal Haikiai, Maalvl. 

Abal Htiaia Ahaiai, Mr. 

Akal Qaaitai, Maaivi. 

Abaiii All eaayvtparl. Kkaa Rabaiar Maalaaa. 
Ahaiti All MHiba. Maaivi.. 

Abani Naaaia. Mr. 

ANaiaiiala Akaiai, Kkaa Rabaiar Maaivi. 

Aaiir AH Mia, Maalvl Mi. 

Aaiai Htiaaia Kkaa, Kkaa Rabaiar Maaivi. 

Aikar AH, Maalvl. 

Rairaiiala. Mr. lyti. 
lirhaiyra. lir Naary, Rart 
aiiwat. Ml. Rank Lai. 

Rk ip paa i al a . Mr.i. W. 

«tark. Mr. 1. A. 

IHA, Mr. Aaahal Dkaaira. 

Mai, Ral lahib Kirlt Rkaiaa. 
f ikar, Mr. Upiairaaatk. 
f arhai Ran Okawikary. Mr. H. 

Pailat Nap, tM Naa'Mi Mr. A. K. 
fallal Qaaiar, Kkaa Rakaiar MaaIvU 
f ailar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa.| 
r altar Rakaiaa Mr. (MynaaNaik). 

RIaiilai Mr. 0. 

Ralaai Oarwar Naaalal. Mr. Okak lyai. 

MaMkaRak, tka Naa'Ma Rawak Rakaiar K.. at 
Raaaa. 

Haailiaiila Akaiil. Kkaa lakik. 

Naiaaaiua»a, Maafvt Hi« 

Maakaai AH Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi 
Maa^;. Mf. DavM. 

Maywaai, Mr. Rifava. 

JUmal. Mr. M. A. r 

The Ayes being 41 and the N( 


Jalalaiiia Abnai, Kkaa Rahaiar Maaivi. 
Kakiraiiia Kkaa, Kkaa Rabaiar Maaivi. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

MaOiaiiia AhMai, Dr. 

Maaial. Mr. Raaka Rahari. 

Maaiai Mr. iagal Okaaira. 

MaairaMin Ahhaai. Maalvl. 

Margaa, Mr. R., 0.1. E. 

MaMan AH MaUah, Maaivi M. 

Mabaaiaiai Atiai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi lyai. 
Mabaaiaiai Ikrabin, Maaivi. 

Mabaaiaiai libaoaa, Maaivi. 

Mabaaiaiai BiMipaa, Kkaa Rabaiar Dr. tyii. 
MaHUk. thi Haa'Ma Mr. Mahaaia Rakary. 
Mallkfc, Mr. Palia Rakary. 

Maakarraff Hanala, tha Haa'bla Nawak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

Maatafawial Hapaa, Mr. tyai. 

Naaiy. tha Naa'kia Makara|a trlackaaira, 
Ooaalaibaiar. 

NasaraUah, Nawaktiia K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Raikai tba Naa'kia Mr. Praiaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaanjay. 

Ray, Mr. Paliraai. 

Baiaraiiia Akaiai, Mr. 
lakaka-Alaai, Mr. tyai. 
laHn, Mr. 0. A. 

•arkar, Raka Miihaaaiaa. 

Oaaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Oaralal laUau Mr. 

•hakakaMNi, Mr. Kbarala, O.R.E. 
llaalair, Mr. i. J* 

•Iriar, Raka Ulla Maaia. 

•nltk. Mr. H. grakaai 
Olma, Mr. i. W. R. 

Oakravariy, tka Haa^Ma Mr* M. 0. 

OpaRar, Mr. i. N. 

Taaiiiaiifa Kkaa, tka Naa'Ma Mr. 

TMal Akarti Ok a aik ary, Maakrt Haji 
Wklkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M* 

Vaiat AH Ok aa ik ary, Mr. 

Xakar Aknai Okaarikavy, HaaM. 


86, the motioD wm loit. 



mi.j 


iiUVJSKMMEIVT BILL, 


387 


Mr. SPEAKER: The next group of amendments 62, 63 and 73, 
moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, will be put together. 

The motions of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in paragraph (a) 
of clause 4(J), lines 2 and 3, the words *‘or himself manufactures any 
goods for sale” be omitted and that after paragraph (a) of clause 4(«5) 
the following new paragraph be inserted, vis. — 

“(fli) in relation to any dealer who himself manufacture.*! any goo<ls 
for sale, 20,000 rupees,” 


were then put together and a division taken with the following 
result 


Ab« HtMal* tarkar, Maaiv^ 

Afeal fail, Mr. M<. 

■aaarji, Mr. P. 

■aaarlM, Mr. Praaiatlia Natk. 
■aaarii. Mr. tatya Priya. 

■araiaa, taka tkyana Praia#. 
•Itwai, Mr. taranara Natk. 

•aw, Mr. tarat Okaakra. 
Okaakhari, Rai Haraakra Natk. 
Oat Rapta, Raka Kkafaakra Natk. 
Oai fliapta. SrIJat Naraakra Natk. 
Dalai, Mr. Naraakra Natk. 

Oatta Maiaaikar, Mr. Nikaraaka. 
laikakal Nakaa, Kail. 

Rkata, Mr. Atal Krlikaa. 
Rlaiakkla Akmtk. Mr. 

RapU. Mr. 4 . N. 

Huai AH Okaaikkary Mr. fyak. 
kalalakkia Hatkaaiy, Mr. lyak. 
kalaa, Mr. I. 0. 
kaaak AH Majaaikar. MaaM. 


AYES— 41. 

Kkaa Mr. Oakaakra Lall. 

Rawar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka. Mr. NiikNka Natk. 

Mail, Mr. Akaralta Kaaiar. 

Mai, Mr. itarar Okaakra. 

Maakal Mr. Aiarlta Lai. 

Maakat, Mr. kagaakra Nat**. 
Mapkal Haiala, Mr. 

MalHak, tri|al Aikataik. 

Naikar, Mr. Nfai Okaakra. 
RaaalaaMMa Akaiak. Mr. 

Ray Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
taayal, Mr.;,laMaka lakktr. 

•aa, Rai Rakakar kagatk Okaakra. 
I taa Rapta, Mn. NalHa. 

I Ikakakall, Mr. 

I Ikaaiiakkia Akmak. Mr. M. 

•laka, trl|at Maalakra tkaiaa. 
Tkakar, Mr. praaiatka Raaiaa. 


NOEt~t3. 


AMai Aiti, Maalaaa Mk. 

AMal Natl. Mr. Mtna. 

Akkal Hals, Mr. Mia. 

Akial Nakiai. Maalvl. 

Akkal Malik, Mr. lyak. 

Akkar Rakaiaa tikkifi, Mr. 

Akkal Matafak MaHk, Dr. 

Akkar Raat, Kkaa Dakakar Ikak. 

Akkar Rasaak, MaaivL 
Akkai IkalMak. Maalvl Mk. 

AMkar Raaa Rkawkkary, Kkaa •Rfcakar Maalvl. 
Akal Maaaia AkaMk, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaai. Maalvl. 

AhaNk All taapMparl, Kkaa Dakakar Maalaaa. 
AkaMk AN Mrikka, MaalvL 
Akaak Naaala, Mr. 

AlfatakMa AkaNk, Kkaa Dakakar MaalvL 
AaNr AN Mia, Maalvl Mk. 

Aalak Maaaala Kkaa. Kkaa Dakakar Maalvi. 
AiDar AN. MaalvL 
Dakrakkfla. Mr. lyak. 

Dlrfcaiyfa. lir Naary. Dart 
•isvaa. Mr. Raalfc LaL 
DD I piiakai s . Mr.k. W. 


mark. Mr. I, A. 

Dm. Mr. Aaakal Okaakra. 

DM. Rai lakik KlrN Dkataa. 

Ekkar, Mr. Upaakraaatk. 

Parfcak Rasa Okaakkary. Mr. M. 
ratial Nag, Ika Naa’kia Mr. A. K. 
raslMl Qaakk, Kkaa Dakakar Maalvl. 

Pasfar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Dataa). 

Faslar Rakaiaa, Mr. jMyaaashifkl. 

Diakkiat. Mr. D. 

DalaM larvar Naaaial, Mr. Ikak lyak. 
NakikaHak, Ika Naa'Ma Maarak Dakakar K., • 
Daaaa. 

Naimkakkta Akwak, Kkaa lakik. 

NaMaassaMa, Maalvl Mk. 

Naakan AN Kkaa. Kkaa Dakakar MaalvL 
Naakry. Mr. DavM. 

M a yar a a k , Mr. Dafart. 

Nlftsal. Mw M. A. r. 

kalalakkia Akmk. Kkaa Dakakar Maalvl. 
Kaklrakkia Kkaa. Kkaa Dakakar Mjatva* 
Kaaaaky. Mr. I. D. 

MaDaakkia Akaiak. Dr. 

Maakal. Mr. Daaka takarl. 


23 
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MiMal, Mr. Jif tl OfeaMra. 

MamniMla Akkaatf. Maalvl. 

Maffaa. Mr. a., 6.I.C. 

Makaaiaia4 Atial, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalwf |fti. 
Makaaiaiak Ikrakim. Maaivl. 

Makaaiaiai likafaa, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiail tlMiiaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. lyti. 
MBliiek, Ikt Haa'kla Mr. Mvkaatfa Btkary. 

MaHiek, Mr. Pallii Bakary. 

Maikarraff Haiaala, tk# Haa'kla Naarak. Kkaa 
BakaBar. 

MaitaiawaalHaqaa.Mr. lyti. 

NaaBy, tka Naa'Ma Maharaj Brisckaaira, at 
Oauiaikaaar. 

Naaarallak, Nawakiaia K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N..R. 

Kaikat.tka Haa'kla Mr. Rraaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaalay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 


laiaraMia Akaiatf, Mr. 

Sakaka-Alaai, Mr. tyai. 
taiiai Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Baka MaBkaaaiaa. 
laaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 
larajal lalaai. Mr. 

•kakakaiiia. Mr. Kkwaja, e.B.E. 
liaclalr, Mr. 4 . F. 

Slr«ar, Baka Utta MaaBa. 

•aiitk, Mr. H. Brakaat 
Itavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

SM»*r, Mr.B. H. 

•akrawarBy, Mr. H. k. 

Taialiaian Kkaa. tka Haa'kla Mr. 
ratal AkaitB CkaaBkary, Maalvi HaJI. 
Walkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaat All Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiatf Okaaikary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 83. the motions were lost. 

The motions of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in paragraph (a) 
of clause 4(fl), line 3, for the figures “10,000'’ the figures “50,000“ be 
substituted and that in clause 4 (-5) (c) for the figures “50,000“ the 
hgures “1,00,000“ be substituted were then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYEI— 41. 


Aka Hataala Sarkar, Maalvi. 

Akal ran. Mr. MB. 

BaatrJI, Mr. F. 

Baatrjaa, Mr. praaiatka Natk. 
BaavrJI, Mr. latya Friya. 

Baraiaa, Baka ikyaaia FraaaB. 
Bltaai, Mr. larvaBra Natk. 

BtM, Mr. karat OkaaBra. 
OkaaBkarl, Ral HarvnBra Matk. 
Dai Bapta. Baka KkafaaBra Ratk. 
DaiRapla, trijat RarvaBra Ratk. 
Dalai, Mr. HanaBra Rati. 

Datta MuaaiBar, Mr. RlRaraaBa. 
laiBaBal Haqaa, Kaal. 

Bkaaa, Mr. Alai KrHkaa. 
BlaaaBBli AkiaaB, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. 4 . R. 

Naiaa All OkvaBkary, Mr, lyaB. 
BatalaBBia Haikaaiy, Mr. tyvB. 
Jalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Baaak All HajaaiBar, MaaivU 


Kkaa, Mr. DiNaBra Lall. 

Kaaiir, Mr. Atal Ckanira. 

KaaBa, Mr. Rlikitka Ratk. 

Maji, Mr. ABaaHa Kaaiar. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar OkaaBra. 

Maaaai, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

MaaBal. Mr. BayaaBra Ratk. 

Maqkal Haaala, Mr. 

Mallick. trijat Aikataak. 

Raikar, Mr. Haai OkaaBra. 
RaaMiaBBia AkaiaB, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Rati, 
laapai, Mr. taiaaka fikkar. 

•va, Rai BakaBarBagati OkaaBra. 
laa-BUpta, Mn. Rallia. 

•kakaBall, Mr. 

•kaaiiaBBia AkaHB, Mr. M. 
iJaka, trlJat MaalaBra Bkaua. 
Tkakar, Mr. FraaMtia Raajaa. 




AkBal Aili, Maalaaa MB. 

AkBai HaBa, Mr. Mina. 

AkBal Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AkBal Haklai, MaatvL 
AkBal MaJM, Mr. lyaB. 

AkBar Rakaiaa iMBIfi, Mr. 

AMai Malalai MaUifc, Dr. 

AkBar Raat, Kkaa BakiBar f kak. 

Akoik Raarak. MaaivL 
AkBaa OiMkaaB. Maalvi MB. 

AkMar Raaa BkavBkaiy, Kkaa BakaBar MaaivL 
Akal Maaala AkanB, Mr. 


Akal Qaaiaai. MaalvL 

AkanB All Eaayatparl, Kkaa BakaBar Maalaaa. 
AkanB All MriBka. MaalvL 
AkanB Haaala, Mr. 

AltaiaBBla AkaiaB, Kkaa BakaBar MaalvL 
Aialr All Mia, Maalvi MB. 

AaiaB Haaaala Kkaa, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
Aikar All. MaalvL 
BaBraBBaJa, Mr. tyaB. 

Birinyra, tir Haary, Bart 
BInrat, Mr. RaMk Lai. 

O k lp F aaB aH , Mr.B. W. 
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Mr. I. A. 

Mtt, Mr. A««k«l CUMra. 

Mas, ftai Sakik KIrit Aliataa. 

MMr, Mr. UH"<raaatli. 
raifcatf Rail Okamiliary. Mr. M. 
raMal Mita, tha Naa'Mt Mr. A. K. 
raMM Qaa«)r. Rkaa Rahatfar Maalti. 
raMar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaiiaih). 

RIaNiaf . Mr. 0. 

RMaai laraar Natalai, Mr. thah tyca. 

HabMallab, the Nta*hlc Navah labaiar K., al 
Dacca. 

MaaiMaMie Ahaiatf, Khaa tahlh. 

Hacaaaccaiaaa. Maaivt Mi. 

Natham AM Khaa, Khaa Rahaiar Maalvi. 

Haairy, Jir. Davli. 

Nayacci, Mr. Rcfan. 

Mirtial. Mr. M. A. F. 

iaialaiiia Ahaiai, Khaa Rahaiar Maalvi. 
KahlraMia Khaa. Khaa Rahaiar Maalvi. 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

Maiiaiila Ahaiai, Or. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka RaharU 
Maaial, Mr. iagat Chaaira. 

Maflraiila Akhaai. Maaivl. 

Margaa, Mr. R., 0.1. E. 

Mabaaiaiai Atial, Khaa Rahaiar Maaivl tyai. 
Mabaaiaiai Ibrablai, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiai Ubafaa. Maalvi. 


MahaaiBMi iMiifaa, Khaa Rahaiar Or. tyai. 
MaHtek, the Haa*hl« Mr. Makaaia Rchary. 

MaHkk, Mr. Falla Rchary. 

Mciharrat NcMala, the Naa'hic Rawah, Khaa 
Rahaiar. 

Mactagaacal Hagac, Mr. tyai. 

Naaiy, the Naa*hlc Maharaja trlcchaaira, al 
Occalmbaiar. 

NacarvNah, Nawahaaia K. 

Nertaa, Mr. H. R. 

Ralkat, the Mca’hic Mr. Frauaaa Och. 

Ray, Mr. Ohaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiraai. 
laiaraiiia Ahaici. Mr. 
lahchc-Alaai, Mr. lyci. 

•allai, Mr. •. A. 

•arkar. Raha Maibacaiaa. 
taMcaa, Mr. R. M. 
tcrajal lilaai, Mr. 

•hahahaiila. Mr. Khwaja, O.R.I. 
tlaclalr, Mr. J. F. 
tiriar, Raha Litta Maaia. 
laiHh, Mr. N. Rrahaat. 

•Icvca, Mr.i. W. R. 
iahra»ariy, the Naa'hic Mr. N. I. 
iFClIcr. Mr.i. N. 

TaHI Ahaiai Obawihary, Maaivl HaJI. 

Walhcr. Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaiat All Ohaaibary, Mr. 

Rahar Ahaiai Ohaaibary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes beinjr 41 and the Roes 81, the luolions were lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There remaios amendment No. (il which has 
virtually been disposed of by Rai Harendra Nath ("haudhuri’s amend- 
ment. except a very minor point. I think that it sliould be put 
separately and disp(»,sed of formally. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
After all. tlu* sum is not a minor matter in a taxation measure. 


Mr. SPEAKER. That has been dispo.sed of. 1 am jiuttinj^ amend- 
ment No. (II now Instead of railing’ a divi.sion, you mijfbt just 
dispose it off. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Would it not be better to 

k'^ep it open!'' 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; No 

The amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that for sub-clause 
(6) of clause 4 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(•>) In thi.s Act the expression ‘taxable quantum’ means — 

(a) in relation to any dealer who imports for sale any goods into 
• Bengal, 10, (KK) rupees; and 
(//) in relation to any other dealer, 50,000 rupees” 

was then put and lost. 



340 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[13th Feb., 


The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 4(t?) (6), 
line 2, after the word “prescribed” at the end, the following: be 
inserted, namely: — 

“the minimum being Rs. 20, (KK)” 

was then put and a division called. 

(After the division bell when Mr. Speaker rose to put the motion a 
second time, he spoke as follows.) 

Mr« SPEAKER: Before 1 put this last moti(»n for the day to vote, 
I may say that to-morrow we meet as usual at 4-4’> [).m., and I may 
announce to-day that on Saturday the House will meet for the pre.senta- 
tion of the Budget at 10 a.m. I would have fixed the time at 10-30 a.m., 
but 1 cannot do so as the (\)uncil will also meet on that day. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Ma> we expect. Sir. that the 
Government will give us the programme of the week after the next. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But the House will be adjourne<l day after t(- 
inorrow and wdll not reassemble before the 2oth atternofvn 


Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir. the (ieneral Discussion of 
the Budget has been fixed for the 2oth. 2(itli. 27th Febiuarv, and the 
3rd of March. There will be non-otficial business on the 28th February. 
After the 3r<l of March, we wdll go on with the Finance Bill. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 4('5) {h), 
line 2, after the word “prescribed,” the following be inserted, namel\ : — 

“the minimum being Ks. 20,000,” 


was then i)ul and a division taken wdth the following result 

AYES— 40. 


AM NmmI« larkaf, MmIvI. 

AMI rwl, Mr. mt. 

OaMTii, Mr. P. 

•aaarlH, Mr. Praaallia Nalli. 
•anarjl, Mr. latya Priya. 
laraMi, AaM Ihyaaia Praaatf. 
Wawai. Mr. laraaira Natli. 

Maaa, Mr. tarat tPaatfra. 
•Maihart, Aal Naraaira NaMi. 
Oat Aapla, Bala Khaita^ra NatH. 
Oaa tapla, Irllat NartMra Nata. 
Dalai, Mr. Naraa«ra Nttk. 

DaMa MamaMar, Mr. Whartaia. 
laMaMI Na«aa. Kaal. 

•kata, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 
DIaaMMa Akana. Mr. 

•apla, 1. 

Naaaa All Miaar«kary. Hr. lyai. 
MlaiaiMa Naakaaiy. Mr. »ya«. 
4alaa, Hr. I. 0. 


aaaak All Majaaalar, Maahrl. 
KMa, Hr. Oakaaira Ull. 

K aaiar, Mr. Atal Ckaaara. 
Kaaia, Mr. NttkHka Natk. 

MaJI, Mr. A««alta K aaiar. 

Mai, Hr. laarar Okaaira. 
Maaaal. Mr. Aairita Ul. 
Haaaal. Mr. Jafaaara Ralk. 
HaaMI Naaaia, Hr. 

HaWak, trilat Atkataak. 
Naakar, Hr. Naai Okaaira. 
RaaMaOMa AkaMi, Hr. 

Bay, Hr. BIraa taakar. 

Bay, Hr. HaaaMlka Balk. 
Oaayal, Hr. Oaaaakar takkar. 
Ma-Aapta, Hra. HtMla. 
OkakaOaB, Mr. 

IkaaMaMla AkaMi, Hr. H. 
Uaka, krljat Haaiaora Bkaaaa. 
Tkakar, Mr. PraaialM Baajaa. 
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AM«I Alb, «Mriwt m. 

AM«I Hat, Mr. Mint. 

AM«I NlAl. Mr. Mb. 

AMirf Hakiai, Htibl. 

AMai M«|M Hr. tfatf. 

AMar Raliaiaa SMibi. Mr. 

AMal Hfbb» Malik. Or. 

Ak«ar Itaat. Kkaa lakatfar tkak. 

Akkar Rauak, Maalvi. 

AMlai Ikakaa^, Maalvi Mi. 

Aktiar Rmi Ckavikary, Kkaa lakaivr Maalvi. 
Akal Mataja Akaiai. Mr. 

Akal QaaMai, Maalvi. 

Akaiai Ali Eaartbarl. Kkaa lakaiar Maalaaa. 
Akaiai Ali Mriika. Maalvi. 

Akaiai Naaala, Mr. 

AHaiaiila Akaiai. Kkaa Oakaiar Maalvi. 

Aailr All Mia. Maalvi Mi. 

Aalai Nauaia Kkaa, Kkaa lakaivr Maalvi. 

Atkar Ali, Maalvi. 
lairaiiala, Mr. lyvi. 

Sirkaiyra. lir Haary. lart. 
lUarai. Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Cklfia*>kki** 

(iark. Mr. I. A. 

Dm, Mr. Aaakat Ckaaira. 

Oai Rai taklk Kirit Bkataa. 

Cikar. Mr. 

Farkai Raia Ckatvikary, Mr. M. 

Fatiai Hvi. tka Haa'kia Mr. A. K. 

Fu Vi Qaailr. Kkaa lakaiar Maalvi. 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Oaaca). 

Fatlar Rakaiaa. Mr. (Myaiaatiafk). 

Ilaiiiag. Mr. 0. 

lalaiB larvar Hataiai, Mr. Ikak lyai. 

Hakikallak. Ika Haa’kia Nawak lakaiar K.. af 

Dacca. 

Haailiviila Akaiai, Kkaa fakik. 

Maaaaaztaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 


Naywaai Hr. Rcfara. 

NIrbal, Mr. H. A F. 

ialalaMta Akaiai. Kkaa lakaiar Maalvi. 
KakiraMb Kkaa. Kkaa lakaiar Haa’vi. 
Maftaiita AkaMi. Dr. 

Maaiai, Mr. laaka Itkarl. 

Haaiai, Mr. iagat Ikaaira. 

MaalraMla Afckaai. Maalvi. 

Margaa. Mr. I.. €.1.1. 

MakaaiaiH Altai. Kkaa lakaiar Maabi lyti. 
Makaaiaiai Ikrakiai. Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai iakaiac. Maalvi. 

MakaaiBiai Iliibac, Kkaa lakaiar Dr.lyvi. 
Mallltk. Ike Haa’kia Mr. Makaaia lakaiy. 

Haiilak, Mr. Falla lakary. 

Maakarrat Haaaaia. tka Naa’k’a Kavrak, Rkai 
lakaiar. 

Maitag avaal Hagaa. Mr. lyai. 

Naaiy. Ika Haa’kia Makara)a krtaakaaCra. at 
Oaaaiaikaiar. 

laaarallak, Nataaltaia K. 

Raikat. Ika Haa’kia Mr. Fiaaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Okaaaatai- 
Ray, Mr. Fallraai. 
taiaraiiia Akaiai, Mr. 
takaka-Alaai. Mr. lyai. 

•ali«, Mr. 1. A. 

•arkar, laka Maikaaaiaa. 

•aaaaaa. Mr. R. M. 
laralal labai. Mr. 

Ikakakaiib. Mr. Kk«a|a. C. 1. 1. 

Maclalr, Mr. i. F. 

Ilriar, laka LHb Maaia. 
iMltk. Mr. H. irakaat. 

•lavaa. Mr.i. W.R. 

•akravariy. tka Maa'kb Mr. M. 1. 

•palbr. Mr. i. H. 

Tafal Akaiai kkaaikary, Maalvi Mali, 
yaaat Ali Ofcaaikary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 76, the motion was lost. 


Adjourament 


It being 8-10 p.m.— 

The House was adiourne<l till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 14th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly met in the Aesenjbly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 14th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Minister^ and 197 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Legislation for agricultural inconie*tax. 

•71. Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: (n) \Vill the Ib.n’ble Minister in 
rhar^'e of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether (fovern- 
inent contemplate brinj^iiiy: ui) an\ le^islati<m during the term of this 
Assembly to tux uj^ricultural income? 

(b) If the answer to (^i) is iu the ueprative, will the IHuride Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) The (pn^stion is still under 
consideration. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr^SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has j?ot materials from other provinces 
in which a jfri cultural income-tax has been imposed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: We have collected all 
the materials necessary for a proper consideration of this subject. 

Hf. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the. Hon’ble 
Minister V pleased to state what is Government’s view in the matter so 
far.*^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 
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Mr. NiHARENDU DUTTA MA2UMDAR: No, not opinion. Sir. 
I ask for the view of Goveniinent. All ri^lit, Sir, I shall put th« 
question in another form. 


fht HOfl’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 can ^ive the view. 
The view is that this is a mutter worth eonsiderution. (Lauj?hter.) 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the Uon’ble 
Minister’s answer, doovs he think it worth eonsiderinj? judiciously or 
just coiiftiderinjj it ns other thing's are considered)' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is a matter worth 

serious and expeditious, consideration. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Iloti’hle 

Minister he pleased to state what will he the result of his expeditious 
consideration, iiamel\, hs what dale cun we have the (lovernment’s 
formulated view on the wliole subject? 

Th« Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not think that 
any honourable memhor will ever succeed in inducing me to ^-ive an 
approximate time. 


8urvey settlamtnt operation at Berhampore in Murshidabad. 

*72. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart m<*nt he jileased to state- - 

(a) whetlier survey seitlement operations are in progress at 
Rerhunipore in Murshi<lahad in relation to lands un<ler the 
kha.smahal ; 

(h) the reasons for sueh further settlement within u few years of 
the cadastral survey settlement ; and 

(r) whether (ioveniinent have in conleinplation any enhancement 
of rents within the said kliasmahal area, and if so, what 
are the reasons? 

MINI8TER in ohargo of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hofi’blo Sir BiJoy PraMd Singh Roy): (a) and (h) Yes; operatiotia 
under section 101 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and section o of 
the Bengal Non-Agricultural l>aud Assessment Act, 1980, aiy 
on in five Drown estates lying at Berhampore for the purpose of settle- 
ment of fair rent and revenue. Of these estates, two were purchased 
• on behalf of the^ Crown at Revenue sales subsequent to the District 
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Settlement and the term of settlement of the other estates had not 
expired before the District Sl&ttlement; hence, land revenue settlement 
could not then be taken up in respect of them. 

(c) The operations are in progress and it is too early to make any 
statement in the matter. The proposals f(»r settlement of fair and 
efpiitable rents will be published according to the rules. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleu^ied to state what is the attitude of Government towards rents in 
respect of tenancies which are still going on from before 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, this is a very 
vague (piestion. Government have no attitude. Their attitude is to 
settle fair rents and not unfair rents. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My (luestion was whether 
(inv(*rninent have in contemplation enhancement of rent in the said 
area — 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all, these thing^‘^ hav<‘ to be done under the 
Act. 1 have never yet heard that there has been any Government 
instnu'tion as to the nature of enhancement. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. my (juestion was purely 
with regard to enhancement of rent. Under the Act Government has 
some power under the Bengal Tenancy A(‘t and th<‘ non-Agricultural 
Land Timancy Act to get a settlement of fair and e<|uitable rent, but 
my (juestion did not relate t(» those lands in respect of which assessment 
had in>t been ma«le. Mv tpiestion was in respect of tenancies of which 
rents are already running. What is the Government policy with regard 
to the enlianceinent of rents which are still existing. For example, 
in the Bengal Tenancy Act which has been amended in this House, 
Government has laid down a policy that for a certain portion there will 
be no enhancement. Similarly, with regard to the urban areas or 
other hhasmuhal areas the same question arises as to wdiat is the Gov- 
ernment policy with regard to rent of these particular kinds of tenancies. 

Th« Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The question is 
this; “Whether Government have in contemplation any enhance- 
ment of rents within the said khasmahal area, and if so, what are 
the reasons”; but hhasmahnl lands include urban areas as well as 
agricultural areas. So with regard to urban areas there c^n be no 
quellioa of enhancement, as my honourable friend knows very well, 
under section 75 of the I^ngal Tenancy Act, With regard to agricul- 
tural areas there may be enhancement, there may be reduction or the 
present rent can be maintained. It is difficult to forecast. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the ITon’ble Miniiiier 
read th^ question ver>’ rarefiilly — I mean question (r)P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister says that it is very difficult 
to answer that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there Iia.s been a meeting of the khtig tiuihal 
tenants of Kerhainpore in whi(‘h they have (“onveyed their protest 
ajfainst, any eontemplate<l enhaneement of rent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat «jue.sliim do<».s not arise. 

Closing of the mouth of the oanel near Raipur station by railway 
embankment. 

*73. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: {a) Has the attenti(»n of 
tile flf»n'l»le Miniate! in charp* ol tlie I’ublie Health Department been 
(Irann to starred (luesti^m^ Nns at th«‘ Kith Febrnary. K)dM, IUM> of 
(he Tth April, 1S4 ot the LMth An^mst, l!»:tS. ami Kll of the ‘)ih 

Man h, KJd8, and l’J4 oi the ‘..Mtth Deeeinber, I!)-!!), put in (he Aflsiuubly 
>\ith rej^ard (<* the situation that ha*^ aristui on aeeount of the elosiiiff 
of the mouth of the eaiial neai Kaipur .>tution l)y railway embank- 
ment y 

If >o. will the Ilon’ble Mini''tei hi* jileaned to state what steps 
have so far been taken in the matter either hy (iovernment or hy the 
Hallway authorities)' 

fr) If no steps have been taken, will the Hon’ ble Minister lie 
jileased (o state the reason thereof? 

(r/i Will (he llon’hle Minister le pleased to state what aetion, if 
any, (he (ioveiiimen( prupiiHr to take in the mutter and wlien? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawab Khwajt 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (n) Yes. 

(h) and {r) The tneinher is referred to the reply t^iven to clause (h) 
of the starred question Xo. Ili4 asked b;^ him in the Assembly on the 
20th December, I9.TI. On the consideration of (he report of (he Joint 
Inspection Uoinmittee, it was decided that further cdwervations as to 
the flood conditions in the locality should be made during the rainy 
season of 1940. These observations could net, however, be completed 
during 1940, and it is proposed to make further observations during 
the flood season of 1941. * 

(d) li would depend on the flndings of the Joint Inspection Com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he i^ aware that the Joint Inspection Com- 
mittee observed that malaria is purely due to the closing of the mouth 
of the canal near that station P 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the Joint Inspection Com- 
mittiH* also observed that the closing of the mouth of that canal is 
abscdutely necessary? 

Thi Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

A report was sent by the then Subdivisional Officer that the Engineer 
of the Easteni Hengal Railway had accepted the proposition of the 
honourable member, but I found that the Railway Board did not agree 
with tlie report of the Joint Inspection (^)mmittee. They said that 
there were enough bridges for flushing. 

Tclagraphio communication between Sandwip and Noakhali. 

•74. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Ilon’bie Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether Government are considering the desirability of a telegraphic 
communication being established between the main land and Sandwip? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the appntximate time when the telegraphic 
connection will be established? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (n) Yes 

(h) The Rostmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle, has informed 
Oovernment that it is not likely to be completed this financial year as 
the availability of a suitable type of the ( able is still under correspond- 
ence with the manufacturers. 


Sinking of tube well in Atraighat railway station on the Eaetem 
Bengal Railwiqf. 

•78. ,Mililvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) With reference to 
the answer given to my starred question No. 307, dated the 26th March, 
1938, regarding the sinking of a tube well in the Atraighat railway 
station of Eastern Bengal Railway for the supply o£ pure drinking 
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water to the passengers thereof, will the Hon 'hie Minister in char^ 
of the Communications and Works Department he pleased to state 
whether any tube well has since been sunk in the place H 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what action has since Wn taken by Government in the 

matter; and 

(ii) when funds for the purpose as stated in the answer to the 

question under reference, will be available and the work 
taken up? 

MINISTER in charg* of tha COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'bla Maharaja Srisohandra Nandy, of 
Cosaimbazar) : {a) No 

(6) (i) I understand the question of sinking tube w’cHs at stations 
over the Eastern Bengal Bailway system is receiving siMH'ial attention 
of the Bail way administration. Stations are being pr(»vided with tube 
wells in order of priority. 

(ii) I am informed that further allotment of funds for tube wells at 
stations may be expected during 1941-42. 


Purchase of khaddar and other products of cottage industries by 
Government 

*78. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in (harge of the Agriculture and Industries Department Ik* 
pleased to state whether his attention has U^en drawn to the United 
Press mes.sage published in the Amrita Hazar l*atrika^ January 24, 1911, 
to the effect that '‘The Indian military authorities propose to purc.bano 
khaddar, woollen blankets and hand woven stuff at the Gandhi Ashram, 
(tadro, Thaparsar di.strict, for use of tnnqjs in active service"? 

ih) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasetl to state the Hte|>s, if 
any, taken by this Govemment so far to stimulaU* similar industries in 
Bengal by purchasing stuff for u.se in (Joveniment departments from 
the various organisations engage<l in producing khaddar and such otheH 
cottage industries as hand-made pajier? 

MINISTER in ohirgo of tho AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hofi*lilo Mr. l&mmMn Khm): (a) Yes. 

(h) The policy underlying the rules promulgated for the supply of 
articles to be purcha.sed for the public service in Bengal is the encx>urage- 
ment of the industries of the cx)untry to the utmost possible extent 
* consistent with economy and efficiency. With a view to give effect to 
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tliis policy the departmente pf Government and officers have been 
specially authorised to allow a degree of preference in respect of price 
to articles produced or manufactured in Bengal. 

Mr- ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (h), whether Government have 
issued any specific instructions a.sking their departments to purchase 
khaddnr even hy allowing a degree of preference in respect of price? 

Th0 Hofl’bl6 Mr- TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Our policy does not 
exclude khnddar. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In \iew of the fact that Govern- 
ment are going to realise sales tax from th(‘ jK‘o]>le, will the lloirble 
Ministi'r he pl(‘ased to consider the desirahilitN of making it conij)ulsory 
for Gov<Tnnicnt departments to purchase products of Bengal in prefer- 
ence to j»ro<lucts of other province's when th(*\ a?c available ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cmiiiol allow tli<‘ fii'l pail of xoiir i|m‘«tioii. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will (jovernment consider the 
<leHirahility of issuing instructions to their departments to make it 
(ompiilsory that they will purchase Bengal products whenever they are 
a\ailable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In view of other consi- 
derations, that is not possible. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hnn’hle Minister be 
plea.s<*d to state ([uantities of prodin ts of Bengal have been purchased 
up till now in preference to the products of other provinces? 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon'ble Minmter be 
pleased to give us an idea with regard to khmidar and other cloths as 
to what is the average difference in prices l»etween the products of 
Bengal and tin we of other provinces? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have no idea. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to hia 
answer that officers of Government departments have been specially 
autborised to allow a degree of preference in respect of prices to * 
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attioles produced and juanufactured in Benffal. will the 
Minister be pleased to state whetlier this, term * ‘specially authorised" 
is mandatory or is it only u sort ef discretion p'iven to the tlovernment 
departments and officers y 

The Hofi’bte Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Uec ommendatory. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased t() state whether, uith a view to w:ive effect to the 
jx)lic\ of ^'iviny: pieterence in respect of such articles, (iovernment are 
considerinjr the desirabilitx ot issuiufr speeihi' instructions of a 
inaudatof'v character askinj; them to punhase articles produced in 
Benjral inclmlin^^ Ichnddar^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: The recommendation of 

the ( T-)\ c! roiient fo U»e»r <»\\n d**partmem.s ofierates s(im(‘tliin^^ like 
mandatni \ iijsi rmt ions 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the 1b n bb 

Mini^tei bf‘ pb*a>ed to xlatc nhen was this recommendation maile b\ 
(iovernment to tlieir depar tnomts 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: In HIT) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon blc 

Mini*«ter be pleaded to stale since then wliat prr»porlion of (tovernmeTit 
oidet-H base been jjlaced a< tnallx tor the purchase (d stich arlii le.sy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: These pun liases are made 
by all the dej)artments of (ioveriiinenl, and unless a sjiecific question 
is put. 1 am not in a position t<» collect tlse data. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ibm'hle 

Minister be pleased to state, fur example, rather than lumping? all the 
departments toj^ether, what proportion of orders for the purchase of 
textiles Mas jilaced by the Police Department P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Re <annot say that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon'ble Minister 
may have that information. Sir, \vh.\ do you rule out that possibility P 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not his ilepartment. 

Snjilt MANiNDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Eon'ble MintsUtr 
be pleased to state if he is aware that Government’e recommeniatioii is 
honoured more in its breach than its observance P 
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The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I rlo not think so, b\it 
I would remind the House of one thinjj that so far as the purchases 
hy the various departments®! the (lovernmenl of Benjral are concern- 
ed, they tire mostly made throuj^h the Stores Purchase Agency of the 
(government of India. The Government of Bengal also considered 
a scheme for establishing their own Stores Purchase Agency, but on 
account of the intervention of the war the scheme is now in abeyance. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
decent f»olice uniforms tan he made of kfinHHtir at a cost not much 
higher than the cost of making tliem of other c'](»ths. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be - 
pleased to state whether Government are in favour of their departments 
purchasing hhaddar? 

Th« HoiPble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government are certain- 
ly in favour of purchasing indigenous articles including khaddar, r 
provitled such purchases are consistent with economy, efficiency and 
d urahility. 

Mr. il. F. SINCLAIR: Will the Jlon’hle Minister he pleased to 
8iatc whether the Gandhi Ashram has signified its willingness to supply 
khaddnr g<»o<l.s to Innips on active service? 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, am I expected to ^ 
answer that ijiiestion^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I donH know. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Whether the Gandhi 
Ashram has decided to do so or not is outside my province to say. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry whether their recommendations have been 
acte<l up to by the departments or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend must wait if 
he wants definite information. 

Bwigai Proviiioiai CoHiperative Bmk ind its ludit report. 

^7. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in eberge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state what are the last three years for which the 
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audit rejK)rt and audited a<*iounts and halanre sheet of the Benfral 
Provincial Co-oi>erative Hank have keen prepared and puhlishe<l for the 
information of the me!nl)ersy 

(h) If (ioxerninent would Ik' prepure<l to lay on the tahle a (’opy of 
each of theH<* audit reports, aeeounts arul halaiiee she<‘t at least a week 
before the next budget di'^cussions on the jrranl for the (o-operative 
Department will he taken up in the Assemhlyy 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 

Muilick): O/) IttdT-t.S, ami are the lust three years 

for which audit reports and audited m counts ineludin^^ the- halance 
sheet have been prepared. Amlit»‘d aeeounts ineludin^^ the halaiiee 
Rh(*et for Ihd7-d8 and IfKIS-’JJt were supplie<l to the lueiuhers in duo 
course and those lor tiie \ear lltdtMO are under print. 

(h) As these rejKirts and aeeounts are meant for the share-holders 
only, it is not jsissihle to place them on the table. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the llon'hlo 

Minister he pleased t«» state wliether these r(*ports and aeeounts are 

prepared and submitted under the authority and supervision of the 
Co-oiH*rative Department of the (Government P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLtCK: No. Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR:' Will the Hon'hle 

Mini.ster he pleu'^ed t<i state under whose permission and control these 
iei>orts are prepared and published? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; The director- 
ate of the Provincial Bank. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle 

Minister be pleased to state whether sime this (pieslion was tabled 
Government made any attempt to secure iopies of such accounts and 
reports from the authoiities concerned for circulation among the 
members of this House? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Government 
have got no control over the internal affairs of the Provincial Bank 
and, therefore, it was not possible to have them. 

Mr.' NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question was, did 
the Government make an effort 


Mr. SPEAKER; Is that the duty of the Government? 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, Id this question if 
was enquired as to wheiher it would he possible for members to get 
copies. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER. Government say, “we have no responsibility for 
ii.*’ You cannot get everything to be done by Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Government may 
enquire ot different organisations to get the information asked for. 
My supplementary questitm is — tlid Government make any effort to 
secure such information as copies of reports and account.^. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

RMording af char areas in certain police-stations, KishoreganJ 
subdivision. 

36. Mauivi MD. ISRAiL: (a) Will the llon’lile Minister in chaige 
of the Agriculture and Industrie'^ Department be pleased t<K state — 

(t*) whether it is a fact that ilmr areas in }>oli(e-stations ITossain- 
pur, Pakundiu and Kathiady in the Kishoreganj subdivision, 
where no crop other than jute is grown, have not Iteen 
recorded under section d («) ot the .Vute Regulation Act; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the contents of the provisions of section 
If {*J) of the dute Regulation Act have not l)een communi- 
cated to the people <'oncerne<l during the jute registration of 
1940; and 

(in) whether any representation has been nneived by Government 
from the jute-growers of these areas for getting their lands 
in the char areas recorded under section 3 (2) of the Jute 
Regulation ActV 

(6) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, what action do the 
Government contemplate taking on these representations? 

Tht Hon’bli Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (t) No. 

(if) No. Notice under section d (2) of the Act was issued simul- 
taneously with that under section 3 (I) stating clearly the provisions of 
the sub-eectioB. 
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(Mi) Tes. 

(b) Applicationa under aection 3 (2) were duly dealt with under the 
Acpt and the Rules. It is not possible now to deal with lielated elaime 
of this nature. Due notice was given to all concerned and the Act does 
not provide for receiving such applications after the record has been 
authenticated. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tl.e Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whetliei it is the general (*oin])lnint of the district that 
lauds on which nothing hut jute can be grown were not recorded under 
section S(2)? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: W ill tin* Ifon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that in the printed form for record- 
ing jute lands there is no column tor recording jute lands under 
^ section 3(2) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot say. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Ifon’hle Minister be pleased to 
slate whether it is a tact <hai in the eastern parts of the Netiv)kona and 
Kishoreganj snhdi visions there aie some lands known as Bhoii lands 
where nothing iiiit jute is grown, hut that these have not been recorded 
under sef tion 3(2) P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether (fo\erriment are prepared to make an empiiry 
into the matter in order to find out if this is a general ooinplaint in 
the district? 

The Hoil’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, Government haa 
this in view, that when the amending Act is enforced, certainly there 
will he applications for correction of the records in this reepect, and 
when such applications are made. Government will make an exhaustive 
enquiry to find out whether those lands are capable of producing any 
other crop. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether on account of these lands not being Recorded 
many cultivators will have to pay rents without cultivating their own 
glands F 
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Tht Hon’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAM; It goes without saying 
that if a particular land is nst fit for any crop other than jute, naturally 
that land will remain fallow. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether -Government are ready to make an enquiry into 
this matter, namely, that there are lands on which nothing but jute 
can be grown which will lie fallow as a result of jute regulation? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already said. Sir, 

that Government will make an enquiry when applications are received. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of his answer that he is not aware whether in 
the printed form in which jute lands are to be recorded, there is a 
column of jute lands under section 3(2), how is it that he says that it 
is a fact that such lands have been 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon^hle Minister con- 
sider the desirability of exempting those lands from rent which have 
not been recorded due to negligence or ignorance of his department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the fact that 
most of the cultivators are illiterate and may not avail themselves of 
the method of application for correction of the record, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of coiTecting the records on his 
own initiative? 

The Hon’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, what Mr. Gupta 
says can certainly be done under the unending Act, but I do not agree 
with him that the cultivators of Bengal, because they are illiterate, 
will not avail themselves of the method of making applications. 
Already they ore filing applications under no law whatsoever, and I 
am sure when the amending Act will be enforced, Government will be 
flooded with applications. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 

# 

Maillvi AZHAR ALI: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of 
opinion that the Government do take up the work of construction of 
Trunk Road No. 26 from Pabna in preference to other roads. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIN HAiHEMYl I me on a point of 
cidety Sir. Is this resolution in order? Government follow certain 
Bcliemes, certain plans, certain procedure. Now, if a member belonging 
to the majority party comes forward and says that in preference to other 
woyks Government should take up a particular work, then, Sir, the 
administration will be impossible. Sir, if you allow this sort of 
resolutions, then it w’ill he impossiblt* 

Mr. SPEAKERS I wish I had the power to reject it, but 1 have 
uo such power. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Then, will you kindly 

ask the Hon’ble Minister not to accept this resolution? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, I cannot do it. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALIS In reply to my friend’s objection that 
administration would be disturbed if (iovernment take up a particular 
jKork in preference to others, 1 wumld submit that (iovernment have 
already failed to f(dl(iw the programme initiated by Mr. King, the 
Special Officer. For this reason I say that (iovernment shioild take 
up this road, Trunk Hoad No. 2(i. As the (iovernment have already 
taken up Hoad No. fi2. Sir, I may say that (iovernment have vioIiite<l 
the rule if it can he railed violation. If Government think that some 
road is more important than others, 1 think tliere is no bar against 
Government taking up that road in preferenee to other roads. I plue^ 
before the House that though this is a local matter, it is a very 
important matter and cannot be neglected. 

First of all, I would submit, Sir, that the distrh t of Hahna is so 
situated that its headquarter town is practically unapproachable by the 
people of East Pabna. There is no railway eommunieation, there is no 
steamer servii^e. This is the only district in the whole of the province 
w’hich has not got any sort of communication. Gf (bourse, the district 
of Bari.Hal also has got no railway communication, but there are steamer 
and other services in the interior of the district. But, Sir, this unfor- 
tunate district of Pabna has no such communication. Previously, there 
were innumerable channels and Utah issuing out from the rivers Padma 
and Brahmaputra. These rivers are now practically doing no good to 
the district, but are rather doing some harm to it. The river Padma 
having its erosion on the side of the southern district, the river 
Brahi^aputra — generally known as Jumna — is making its erosion on 
the eastern side. The result of this erosion is that the two banks, the 
northern and western banks, of these two rivers are rising u|f resulting 
in the filling and silting up of innumemble channels and Utah. As 
a consequence, flood water and spill water generally come late, but when 
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they come they come at a time practically ruiniag tlie crops of the 
whole area. For this the peoj^le of Pabna approached the Govemmeiit 
for some solution, but we think the Government is taking practically no 
action under the guise that there is a contour survey and that, after the 
survey is over steps should be taken. We do not know when this 
contour survey will be finished and when the Government will be in a 
position to take action. 

Now, I come to the question of communication. As previously 
there were innumerable khah and channels within the district, people 
did not feel so much difficulty as they are feeling now. Now those 
natural channels are gradually being silted up and most of them dried 
up, there is practically no communication possible between the dry and 
rainy seasons. Of course in the dry season there is some communication 
by motor bus and the Hon^hle Minister in charge had the kindness to 
admit that save and except by motor bus in dry season the people of 
P^asi Pabna cannot reach their headquarter town in other seasons 
without much difficulty, and Government has admitted that there is no 
possibility of any railway line in the near future through the Pabna 
district for which people of Pabna tried so much, made representations 
and waited in deputations upon the Govt*rnment. 

Sir, this is a district in which a road has been constructed from 
Ishwardi to Pabna and Government often tak(^ a sort of pride in saying 
that much has been given to the share of Pabna by the construction of 
this road. I will submit here. Sir, that this is a road which was 
sanctioned and the <onstruction of which w^as started not under the 
regime of this Government, but under the regime of the previous 
Government, and I doubt and reasonably doubt, Sir, whether it could 
have been at all possible for this tiovernment to take up this work. 
Moreover, there is anoiher reason. This Pabna-Ishwardi road, a 
distance of 17 to 18 miles, was constructed not on the requisition of 
the public, not to redress the grievances of the local people, but for the 
sake of administrative purpo.ses and for nothing else. It is the only 
outlet from this district to the outside world. The Plastern Bengal 
Railway line from Gulcuttu to Siliguri passes hy the western side of 
Pabna touching at Ishwardi and this is the only station in the Pabna 
district in the Sadar subdivision and from this Ishwardi station Govern- 
ment officers and high authorities are to go to Palma and this was the 
necessity- 

Mr. SPEAKERS Do not allow the high authorities to go there. 
Let them he locked out there. (I.#aughter.) 

Mtylv' AZHAR ALIS However, Sir, this is the only outlet 
through which the people from outside Pabna can enter the town and 
there were some administrative purposes, as 1 said before. Had theiu 
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been no «uch road as has bt*eii niatie at present, we would not have felt 
any difficulty. There wtui a pucra road from Ishwardi to Pabna and 
the road was a niotorable one. Of course it was not ho g^ood as it hat 
been turned now. So the people were not in so much difficulty in 
passing from Ishwardi to Pabna as they are feeling to conie to the 
headquarter town from the eastern part of the district. 

Regarding the distance. I wouhl .submit to the House through you, 
Sir, that from Pabna sadar headquarter town the distance to the east 
on the one side is about do or 40 miles and to the south-east it is about 
50 miles, without uu\ good road, without any steamer service to reach 
the headquarter town. Previousl;^ there was a steamer service from 
Goalundo to liulgola touching at some stations in the district by the 
side of the river (iangcs. but after the construction of this Pabna- 
Ishwardi road the sleainer service wuis stopped. Tliere w’ere two reasons 
for this. First. j)reviou>.l\ when the road was not so gooil as it is now, 
people Used to pass Iin that steamer and the <listrit*t board used to pay 
a subside ; but after the const met ion t)f this tarred road llie <listrict 
boai'd was not relieve<l of tlie liability about the repair of the rrunl and 

u C(Ur''e(iueme the »listrict board was rrol in a position to ]>ay the 
subsid\ t(» the Steamer Company and the steamer servicM^ was slopped. 
There is a ferry serviec frmn Hhangura to tin* eastern si<le. lurt that 
ferry service cannot be run more than three <>r four weeks during high 
flood. During the early flood the first water cannot reach this canal. 
Just when water rise.s a little, the whole eourse is cluM’ked by water- 
h\acintli. So the onls alternative for the people of Pabna i.s to come 
viiJ (ioahindo, Kustia, Poradali and then rui Ishwar<ii; that is, 
revolving the Cajie of frood Hope. The perqde of Pabna shall have to 
pass four or five districts to reach the heaibjuarter town where they 
are forced to come often for their meilical help, for their legal help 
and ail other things, spcciall^ as the administrator.s of the district 
reside there. 

The other day in answering to my question No. (»4 (starred) of tliis 
session, the (loveriunent had the kindness in admit that there are all 
these difficulties, but the (jovernineiit was also pleased to remind me 
of the fact that (iovernment has decided to work according to some 
programme. Df course, 1 do not like that the (iovernment should 
give up its programme and take up anything and everything, but I 
will submit, Sir, aliout the programme that lias been made for certain 
work which w’e find in the Hudget. In liakarganj Executive Division, 
construction of the Jhikargacha bridge on the Jessore Hoad ; constnic- 
tion of* road from Bagrakoie to Sevoke including construction fd a 
bridge over the Teesta river in Darjeeling division; (*omilla-Mainamati- 
Barkan ta-Dandkandi Road in Chiitagung Division, and diversion of 
€hrand Tmnk Road in the lf3th mile near Haatinga Jute Mills, diversion 
> ol Grand Tmnk Road near Hoogbly and construction of Saraswati 
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bridge on Grand Trunk Road in the Hooghly Division. The Govern- 
ment have taken up the North' Bengal Highway Laskarghat to Birganj 
portions in the district of Dinajpur for construction and the construc- 
tion is in progress. Here, I would submit, Sir, through you to the Gov- 
ernment, that after the completion of these works or when these works 
will be near to completion, Government may take up this work No. 26 
which is not less important. This Road No. 26 is called the Pabna- 
Beldangi Road. It passes from Pabna through Bogra, Rangpur and 
a small portion of Dinajpur and running towards the towns of Santhia, 
Sahzadpur, Ullapara, Rayganj, Sherpur, Bogra, Shibganj, Gobindganj, 
Palasbari, Pirganj, Mithapukar, Raypur and Saidpur. The total 
length of the road is 101 miles and Mr. King says, “From the through 
communication point of view, the road forms the northern section of 
the second long line of communication which will traverse the greater 
part of the length of the province from south to north, the first of these 
lines of communication being provided by Trunk Roads Nos. 2 and 25.'’ 
Here I may say that the number as it is laid down in this book 
(Mr. King’s report) is not generally followed. Importance is given 
first' in connection with roads Nos. 2 and 25. Then the report goes on, 
‘*The soutliern section of thi.s highway ((’huknagar to Kuslitia) forms 
Trunk Road No. 15 of this list.” So the Special GHicer has recom- 
mende<l certain roads giving preference over others. Then the report 
says, “Tlie two sections will be separated l>y the river Padma which 
will remain unbridged so far as the present scheme is concerned.” 
Regarding tlie Pabna section, the Special Ofticer says. “This section of 
the road must, therefore, be acknowledged ns providing possibilities 
for road-rail competition.” It will also form a part of the roads neces- 
sary for (‘onnecting the subdivisional headquarters at Sirajganj, 
Gaihandha and Nilphamari with their respective district headquarters. 
The section of the road in tlie Pabna district is far removed from the 
railway, and is not likel.\ to be competitive with it.” So, from the 
point of view of importance, I beg to submit that this road is not les.s 
important than others as the serial numbers given in this boitk will 
show. Sir, the Pabna part of this road is not very long. The road is 
named ns Pabna-Beldangi Road, The first portion of the road from 
Pabna to Ataikula is 12 miles long and the second portion from 
Ataikula to Nandanpur is 7 miles long and the next portion from 
Nandunpur to Selandaha is 5 miles long. My prop^isal is, as I said 
before, that Government be pleased to take up the road from Pabna 
to Selandaha and then from Selandaha to Ullapara. This will connect 
the Ullapara railway station with the whole length and breadth of the 
district. The approximate cost of the section of the road from 
Ataikula, to Nandanpur, if placed in A class, would be Rs. 3,75,000 
and if placed in B class R«. 2,50,000; from Nandanpur to Selandaha 
it would be Rs. 5,50,000 under class A and Rs. 4,75,000 under class B; 
and frtim Pabna to Ataikula the cost is much le.ss though the distance 
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is equal to these two sections. These two sections, that is, from 
Ateikula to Nandanpur and from Nandanpur to Selandaha, cover 12 
miles and the distance from Pahna to Ataikula is also 12 miles, but the 
cost would be only Rs. 3,50,000 under class A and lU. 1,50,000 under 
class B. I would recommend that the road be first taken fmm Ataikula 
to Nandanpur and then from Nandanpur to Selandaha and then from 
Selandaha to Ullapara. At present the district board has already #rot 
a pucca road constructed from Pabna to Ataikula covering 12 miles and 
so no earthwork will be required for tliis portion as if is 
already completed. People are feeling no difficulty for their journey 
along these 12 miles. Therefore, if the section from Ataikula to 
Nandanpur and from Nandanpur to Selandaha covering 12 
miles is first complet(*d ami then the section fn>m Selandaha to Ulla- 
para taken up, the grievance.s of the whole distric t will be removed 
and in this way will help not only the people of Pabna but alsr) the 
peoph' of other adjoining distri<ts in respect of communication and 
trade and commen’c. Thus this road has got sp(H'ial importance. 
At first .sight it may appear that it is a local work of Pabna. But 
[ would submit to my honourable friends that people of other 
l^tricts also go to Pabna for commerce and trmle jmrposes. (lovern- 
uent may also say that Pabna rlistriet is more fortunate than other 
listricts in first getting money from the Hoad Fund for the coiiHtnic- 
ion of the Pahna-Isluirdi Hoad. But I wtmUl iftai 

}overmnont have forgotten the fact that this district is not fortunate — 

! would rather say. it is unfortunate — in getting no communication 
fither hy railway or steamer service, ft is known. Sir, that the district 
>f Pahna is practh’ally an agriculturist <listrict, specially Sirajganj 
lubdivision and the east purl of Pahna, Of course, in the hemhiuarters 
\i the district there are some home industries, but the people in villngos 
lepend mainly' on agriculture, l^eaving aside paddy and other crops, 
here are two mone> crops, namely, jute and sugarcane. When the 
►rice of jut^ fell and Government were making propaganda to restrict 
he jute cultivation, people took to the cultivation of sugarcane, but 
his has become another death-trap. There was a proposal for the 
lonstriiction of a sugar-mill near Ataikula — a distance of 12 miles from 
^abna — but the proposal is still in the air owing to difficulties iu respect 
if communication. People cannot in any way convey their sugarcane 
o the proposed mill at Ataikula unless communication is improved, 
tegarding the river and boat communications, it is dangerous to under- 
ake any boat journey by the rivers Padma and Jumna during the rainy 
eason, and in the dry season the people do not require boat journey, 
lie river Icbbamati starts from Pabna issuing from the river Ganges 
tnd, ntbning through the whole district to the east, forms a course of 
kbout 40 miles or more. This river is gradually dying and r^resenta- 
ions having been made to the Government since the time or Sir John 
V'oodbum when he was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for the resusci- 
ation of this riyer, but Government have paid no heed to it. 
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Then, Sir, regarding railway communication, there was a proposal 
during the regime of the previcms Government and several schemes were 
submitted before the Government, and there was a talk of a light 
railway too from Sarah to Sadhuganj to the east of Pabna. But as 
Government was ready to take up the scheme at the time, the idea of a 
light railway was given up. In the meantime, the Great European 
War broke out and the idea of any railway was dropped for ever. It 
was during the regime of the present Government that the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge and the then Finance Minister visited the town of 
Pabna to make a survey if the opening of a railway line would be 
possible, and in a public meeting the Hon’ble Ministers gave u'k words 
of consolation though not of assurance that something would be done, 
but subsequently we came to learn through some questions that the 
contemplated railway line would be unremunerative. 1 cannot quite 
follow how a railway could be unremunerative in a place where there 
is such a need for better communication facilities. 

Now, vSir, before I conclude I would like to (juote a few lines from 
what the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister said at the time of ])resenting 
the Budget for lth‘b)-4tl. He suiil : “The rapid development of commu- 
nications is also essential to the welfare of the province. In the absence 
of good roads, it is not possible to provide adecjoate facilities tor the 
rrf nf^rhuituml pio<Iuce to important centres of trade. A 
comprehensive programme of road develo]nnent has now been prepared 
by Mr. King, the Special Officer, appointed for the purpose, and it is 
estimated that the execution of the programme will involve an outlay 
of dll crores.” 

Sir, in this connection, 1 may point out that the agriculturisth and 
inliuhitants of the district are suffering for want of communications, 
esiiecifilly to the head(|uarters town, and ns there is no possibility r)f a 
railway or of the resuscitation of the dying rivers. (lovernment ought 
to be prepared to take up the construction of the road from Pabna, 
I mean. Road No. 2(i, which, starting from Pabna runs through Atia- 
kula, Nandanpur, Selandaha, and reaches Ullapara and then other 
plac>es. 

(At this stage Mr. Sarat (liaiidra Bose took the Chair.) 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Mr. Chairman, Sir. 1 nse 
to oppose this resolution and that for two reasons. I rise to oppose the 
resolution not because I have any quarrel with the people of Pabna. but 
because it involves a very important question of principle. 1 do not 
oppose the resolution in its entirety, but 1 oppose it for certain clauses 
that have been incorporated in it, namely, that in preference to other 
roads it should be taken up first. I would not have opposed the resolu- 
tion if he^had not said **in preference to other roads.'' Ijei me assume 
that the honourable the mover of this resolution got the consent of the 
party to which he belongs. Naturally, Sir, it leads me to believe that 
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be bas not the consent of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communi- 
cations. I know, Sir, it is not a House where ethics should he dis- 
cussed; but if we could do so, we would have shown that the honourable 
mover of this resolution had no moral justification to move such a reso- 
lution that in preference to other roads of llengal a particular road in 
the district in which he lives should be first taken up. Does he care to 
know about the urgency and the necessity of the other roads in the 
province? Does he know about the urgency of the Nahharon-Satkhira 
Road in the district of Khulna? For the last four years the Hon’ble 
Minister has been reminded times without number by questions and by 
resolutions about this important road. Money was there; money is still 
there; he got the requisite money fnun the (iovernment of India, but he 
could not spend it. Tliis road has a t(»tal length (d 110 miles and only a 
fraction of it, namely. Id miles, has been constructed in four long years. 
Therefore, 1 ask, has (he honourahle mover got any justifiiuHion to say 
that his road shouhl he taken first in preference to this Satkhira- 
Xahhar.in Hoad? Sir, I am a bit serious, because this shows the men- 
tality of the paity to which the honourable member belongs. If you 
will ]>ermit me. Sir. I must say this is the sort of favouritism, nepotism 
^Mid jobbery which are rampant in the partv to which my friend belongs. 
I ask, how can (iovernment accept a resolution of this nature? If 
this resolution is accepted tiy tlu» Hou'hle Minister. 1 must very iiain- 
fully say that he has no planne<I .schemes, hut that b? undertakes bis 
work haphazardly and half-heartedl> . 

Sir, we thouglit at (he beginning (hut the party had not given its 
consent to this residution, but from the attitude of the party we can 
now understand that (hey are n(»w going to supixirt it. Sir, I again 
ask this House, however, to oppose this res(dutif)n on the ground of 
principle, because if this sort of favouritism and nepotism are given 
preference, there will lie no end of it. Sir, this party has already taken 
much advantage at the cost of other members' interests. Time bus now 
come to put a stop to this sort of favouritism and nepotism on the part 
of Government. ((Vies of “No, no” from the (’f)alition Party Benches.; 
1 submit, Sir, that it is not in (be interest of (be members of (his 
party. If you accept a resolution like this, 1 must say that you do 
not follow an\ principle. You merely give preference to things which 
do not deserve any consideration at all. 

Then, Sir, 1 would ask memWrs of the Coalition Party and parti- 
cularly the Hon'ble Minister in charge of C<mimunications and Works 
to keep this resolution in abeyance and to appoint u coniiiii((i»e consisting 
of the leaders of different parties in this House, which will bring up 
scheme# tbat are in operation now' and nee which njad is very urgent 
and which road is very necessary and to start work in accordance 
with priority and the urgency and necessity of each road. ^ 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the resolution as a matter of 
» priAoiple. 



362 


NON-OFFICIAL EESOLUTIONS. [Itei Fw., 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr. Chairman, in rising to 
support the resolution moved ^o ably by my honourable friend 
Mr. Azhar AH, I would like to say a few words by way of reply to 
what Mr. Hashemy has just now said in the House. Sir, he has said 
that the party to which Mr. Azhar Ali belongs is always selfish, but 
I would ask the honourable members through you, Sir, to judge 
whether Mr. Hashemy is not more selfish when he says that the 
Khulna-Bagerhat Road is more important and that the Satkhira Road 
should be taken up first in preference to other roads. After saying 
this, I would leave the matter to honourable members of the House to 
judge whether it would not have been magnanimous on his part to 
point out some of the roads in the constituencies of some members and 
ask them to be taken up by Government first and then he could have 
pointed out to Government that the road in his constituency is equally 
important and should also be taken up by Government. So, Sir, it is 
easy to the members to understand his selfishness for his move in this 
direction . 

Now, Sir, what my honourable friend Mr. Azhar Ali has placed 
before this House is this. Every member of this House is fully aware 
that Serajgnnj in the district of Pabna is mainly a jute-growing sub*" 
division. It will be udmittt'd. Sir, that jute cannot be sold by 
. csk^rryinat t/» aiifl ha^nrs in bundles of seers and maunds. Lakhs 
and lakhs of maunds of jute are grown throughout the whole district. 
Over and above this, Sir, a peculiar <’ircumstances has arisen on 
account of the release of two-thirds of land on account of restriction 
of jute. Now, Sir, as a result of this, the agriculturists of the district 
of Pabna have taken recourse to the cultivation of sugarcane. I ask 
the llon’ble Minister through you, Sir, how these agriculturists will 
be able to convey their jute or sugarcane which will be grown through- 
out the district. You know very well. Sir, that the district of Pabna 
on one side is surrounded by the river Padma and t)n the other aide 
by the mighty river dainuna. Everybody knows that the entire 
distriet was full of rivers and small rivulets, but w’bat is the position 
nowP Sinee the last ten years, on aeeount of the erosion of the 
mighty rivers Padma and Jamiina, all these tributaries, rivers and 
rivulets have been silted up as a result of whieh for three months in 
the year generally these agriculturists who used to convey their jute 
by boats have to stop it on account of the deposit of silt on these small 
rivers and streamlets, I ask my friend through you, Sir, is it 
justifiable on the part of my honourable friend Mr. Azhar Ali to place 
before this House the need of a particular distriet which I submit 
through you, Sir, is not in fact the need of a particular district, but 
really of the whole province, because merchants and traders from other 
districts fiUck round there for making trade in jute and sugarcane P 
Naturally, Sir, the question of communication will have to be solved* 
May I ask what up till now this Government have done to solve thia 
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most intricate and important question of the road problem? Sir, 
Government has tried to excuse itself by saying that as the Road 
Development Fund has already spent some money for the construction 
of a part of the road from Ishurdi to Pabna and so Pabna canqot 
legally claim any additional money for the construction of the Grand 
Trunk Road. May I ask the Hon’blc Minister what is the criterion 
for him to take up other particular roads? As my honourable friend 
has already pointed out tiiat construction (»f rt»ads is taken up without 
having regard to the serial number, the importance of the roads or 
according to the numerical number, may J a.-k the Ifon'ble Minister 
in charge ot (\)mmunications what wa-i the necessity for ignoring 
Road No 2b and taking up Road No. 

Now. in this c(>nnertion. Sir. a^ legunls tiie needs <»f other 
districts. jna\ I ask the llon'hle Minister through \ou. Sir, wliat was 
the most imjHjrtant factor that com]»elled (iovernimMit to takt‘ up all 
the roails in the Presidency and Htirdwan Division, igimring the 
claims of all the roads of the Rajshahi Divisions? The distrij’t of 
Pabna suppli<*s almost (me-fifth of the entire output of jtiti* in Ihmgul. 
Is it not a fact that tlic Kuroixuin merchants who have settled there 
lor years t»)gether arc carrying on business of jutt' flourishingly? Have 
(tovernment c(»nsidere(l for a moment the desii ability of giving faci- 
lities to the traders of all sections and communities coming from the 
difTcfeiit parts ot India? Have they considered the conveniences »»f 
the agri''ulturists who by the construction of roads might gel l•very 
faeilit> to take their jutt* from the nook and (‘orner (*f the villages to 
the eeiitre— Seiajganj ami Pahna? Have the\ eonsidi'ied tin* point 
that the facilities ot eommunieation will giv(‘ (hem better prices and 
other facilities as. for example, giving medna) lodj) and other help 
with regard to their dail\ re(|nirements of lift*. I am ashing the 
honourahle iiiemhers of this Housr through you. Sir, whether the 
Hon’blc Minister in charge of (’onimunieations has also taken into 
consideration the serious dinaster that might befall vi-ry soon on 
aci'ount of the release of two-thinls of the laml in which only sugiireane 
will be cultivated and no other crop will be eultivatr*d. Jtut what will 
the agriiulturists do with sugarcane? Will tbe\ eat it? Is it an 
eatable thing that they can (‘onsume it? Have (Government any 
responsibility to convey sugarcane from one part of the subdivision to 
other parts, or have they given any fa<‘ilitieH to carry the sugarcane 
from the nook and corner of the villages to the mills, an<l have (iovern» 
ment eon te in plated the de.sirability of establishing any sugar mill 
there so that the agriculturist.s of the district might easily carry their 
sugarcam* there for crushing purpimes? Now I think Government, 
especially the Department of Communications, is not taking any 
interest in the matter. They are not looking at the thing wi/h a clear 
risioik^and they are only thinking of the matter from the point of view 
m that as some portion of money from the Road Development Fund baa 
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already been spent for the purpose of making roads in this district, 
so no more money can be spenlt for the purpose of constructing roads 
in this district. Through you, Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
just to reply whether lie has ever thought about the matter and whether 
he has ever consulted the Minister of Agriculture on the point that 
the people of this district are clamouring for a long time for the 
establishment of sugarcane mills there? I think that if the Govern- 
ment do not find a solution for this, there will be a crisis and there 
will be a disaster in that area. I would therefore request the Hon’ble 
Minister just to think and consider whether the Trunk Road, for the 
construction of which my honmirttble friend has moved this resolution, 
is absolutely necessary not for the convenieiu'c only, nay for the very 
existence of the people of the district? If the (lovernment think that 
trade and commerce must grow, that trade and commerce must flourish 
and that the people of the district should not die, they must take 
necessary steps in the mutter. As the members of this House very 
well know, the j)eople of the district of Pahna mainly depend on jute 
and next on sugarcane. Are the tjovernnient going to solve the 
question (»f comimniication ? What is that solution? Are they going 
to open uj) all the deail and dying rivers which have been silted up 
by the dtqKisit of a huge (juantity (d sand thrown by th(‘ mighty and 
turbulent rivers flamunu and Padma? This (piestion concerns the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of W(»rks and (’oinmunications. Has he 
ever thotight of this problem? If he has not. what is the other alter- 
native before him? Is he gedng to seriously consider whether the 
project can be taken up by (lovernment or not? It is a life-and-death 
problem for tlie people of the <listrict of Pabna. 1 request the Hon’ble 
Minister through you. Sir, to give his serioxis consideration to this 
matter. It is not an ordinary matter in which he can rest content 
with putting forward an cxcum* before the House. Because some 
portion of the road development monev ha.s been spent on the Pabna- 
Ishurdi Rond, has the district of Pabna got no other claim for some 
more money being spent over the construction of other roads? I ask 
him through >ou. Sir, what efl’orts the Government are making to 
solve the eommunii'ation ]>roblem in the distriet of Pahna? Have the 
Government ever eommunieated with steamer eompanies, so that the 
latter might take steps to taekle the problem of opening up the chart 
and open up steamer serviee? If they have not, they have totally 
failed in their duty. Have the Government put themselves in com* 
muuication W'iih the railw'ay authorities to find out whether the 
latter are willing to take up any project of a line from Pabna to 
Serajganj via Ataikula from Serajganj to Chandaikona and from there 
to Bogra? If they have not dune so, they have neglected their duty 
and criminally neglected their duty. Have the Government ever 
thought of opening up these dead and dying rivers themselvefi* II 
they have not, they are equally guilty. I do not want to detain tha 
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House by making an elaborate speech. I only ask the Hon’ble Minister 
tbrongh you, Sir, to reply direct to the questions which I hare just 
now put to him. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment , ) 

Babu MADHU8UOAN 8ARKAR: Sir, J rise to support the resolu- 
tion moved by my honourable friend Maulvi Azhur AH. The other 
day the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the depurtmeut, in reply to a 
question put by my friend Maulvi Azhnr Ali on the floor of this House, 
said that not a single farthing would be spent for the disiri<‘t of 
Habna; and the gnmnd as,Higned was that (Jovernment had already 
spent some money for the district. Kroin the financial point of view 
the ground assigned by the Hon ’hie Minister might be reasonable, but 
on that account it is not at all desirable that the urgency (»f impn>ve- 
ments and requirements of the distrii't should not be taken into consi- 
derati{)n. If we consider the condition of the district of Pabnu. we 
4 mi 1 that the district is wholly in need of the improvement of roads. 
Sir, in this district there are no suitable and all-time available com- 
munications to the difiereut parts of the district. During a jiart of 
the dry season, that is, from January to the middle of April of the 
year, some (onveyances such as bus or « ars are available for communi- 
cations from some parts of the district. Hut during the rainy season 
the east side of the distriid is totally d«*tached from the heaihiuarters, 
and if anybody desires to go from tlie east to the ]iea(l(|uarterH, then 
he has to go vUi Faridpur and Nadia district.s to Ishwardi and then 
to Pabua by motor. Sir, the district is reall> in need of such a road 
as was named by my friend Mr. Azhar Ali, and 1 ln>pe that in consi- 
deration of the requirements and the urgency of the mutter, the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge will consider the case of Fubna. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUODIN AHMAD: Mr. S|>eaker, Sir, I had 
no desire to take part in this debate, but I feel culled upon to speak 
a word on this resolution to reply to some of the points raised by 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. At the outset I admit the forc.e -of 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy’s conteution that on principle a resolution 
like this, that a particular road should bi‘ given preferenwi to all 
other roads in the province without knowing the importance of the 
other rcttds, should not be brought before the House. But due to 
circumstances which I am now going to explain Mr. Azh^r Ali Is 
perfectly justified in tabling this resolution. Sir, I do not know wbat 
will be the fate of this resolution, but it is certainly the attitude of 
-•tbe Road DeTelppment Committee and of the Hon’ble Minister in 
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charge which is responsible for the tabling of a resolution of this sort. 
I was myself a member of ^e Provincial Road Committee, and I 
know how the committee always muddled the whole question of priority 
of interests and also of importance. Sir, the committee gave class I 
to those roads which have got inter-provincial importance, and .then 
came inter-district roads and then other roads of minor importance. 
I know how the Road Committee worked, and also how the Minister 
in charge of this Road Development Committee was guided in shaping 
his policy. There are two or three inter-provincial roads of which 
the Arrakan Trunk Road is one. The importance of this road has 
been further increased now when the war is near at our door. This 
project was taken up in 1930 as a number-one scheme after a tough 
fight. At that time the Pabna-Ishwardi Road or the Ghosepara Road 
did not come in for consideration. But before any money was allotted 
to this project, other minor projects were pushed up, and money was 
spent on them, but no money was provided for this important inter- 
provincial road. Thereafter, however, a sum of Rs. 5 lakhs, to be 
spent one lakh annually, was jjrovided for the construction or 
strengthening of the bridges on this road. 1 may inform the House 
that I myself requested the Public Works Department to take up 
road, but the then Chief Engineer, and Mr. King, the road expert 
of Government, observed that this is a road which should be (‘onstruct- 
ed by the district board concerned. But later on when the district 
board drew up a scheme, (iovcrnmcnt raised unnecessary objections, 
saying that the specifications were not correct, although after discus- 
sion they admitted that the specifications given by the district board 
were right and accepted them. But then they took up the road work 
later on overriding the district board and kept it pending from 19J14-38, 
doing nothing. Again, a reference was made by the local authorities 
and then it was made over to the district board. The district board 
spent Rs. 0 , 00 , 000 , but there is no money now. A requisition has 
been made to the Eastern Circle for the allotment of further grants, 
but it has been said that the matter is still hanging fire, and that there 
is a representation to the Government of India for further grants. 
Sir, in priority of importance this road came first, but it has been 
served last of all. Rs. 5 lakhs only was given, and now it is .said that 
there is no money bt'cause Government are not getting money from 
the Government of India. Sir, it was the fault of this Government 
that they could not spend large sums of money given to them by the 
Government of India on these inter-provincial roads but allowed them 
to lapse in the Budget. If, therefore, Mr. Athar Ali brings in a 
resolution of this type, it is due to that inactivity of the department 
and their failure to discharge its obligation in right earnest, and to 
consider^ the degree and priority of interest and importance of these 
l^ds. Mr. Ashar Ali has done nothing wrong in bringing forward a 
resolution of this type, although it is only to further the interests 
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{da own district. Mr. Hasheroy was of course right in opposing it on 
principle, but it has been made possible to bring forward a resolution 
of this type because of the way in which the Bengal Road Development 
Committee has been functioning and also the way in which the 
Provincial Oovemment and the Minister in charge has been acting. 
1 have cited the example of the Arracan Trunk Road for which only 
Rs. 5,00,000 has been spent for the purpose of strengthening the 
bridges, and now no further money is available. Government now say 
that they will provide money from the proceeds of the sales tax. 
tV^hatever Government may now say, the department was so long to 
blame *for their negligence. With tlies*' words, Sir, 1 rtH|uest the 
ministry to give their best consideration to the question of priority 
of interest and importance of these roads, and also to move the Govern- 
ment of India for further allotments of funds for this purpiNie to the 
Arracan Trunk Road. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotaimbazar: 

Sir, 1 have every sympathy with the object which led my friend to 
move this resolution. 1 admit that this is No. 1 road for Pubna district 
n% recommended by our Special Officer, and this is a road of inter- 
ilihtrict importance. The reason for whi<'h it has not been possible for 
Government to take it up is that we hud taken up works in other 
<!istricts and from the funds at our disposal it was not possible to 
provide funds for this important road along with other imporlHut roads 
i»i other districts. 

Sir, I may at the outset again put befr»re the House the pnaedure 
which is followed in taking up roads from the Hoad Fund. Sir, you 
may be aware that tlie control of the Hoad Fund is left with the 
Government of India and so every road scheme bus to get tlieir sanction 
before it can be taken up. There i.s our provincial Boaid of ( ommuni- 
cations where all road schemes are placed in the first instance for their 
consideration. That Boanl select roads according to their importanct 
and then recommends schemes to us. We have to send them to the 
Government of India for tlieir approval. The procedure, Sir, certainly 
causes certain amount of delay. I can assure the House that in the 
selection of roads, as I had occasion to state before the House, we are 
. following a considered policy. Our first and foremost exjneern is to see 
that when roads are selected, they might help the agriculturists to bring 
their produce to the market place. Secondly, we take inH> considera- 
tion existing roads and if improvement or extension of those may help 
in increasing the motor traffic. Consumption of more petrol will help 
us to increase our share of the Petrol Fund. The figures of the last 
few years will show that with the increaised consumption of petrol in 
this province we are getting an increased share from the PiArol Fund. 
The amount has jump^ up within a very short space of time. Thirdly, 
Sir, we are tryyg to develop trunk roads, not as a whole, but by sections. 
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according to tkeir importance in their locality. These will, according 
to our scheme, ultimately develop into full-fledged Provincial Trunk 
Koad*. ** 

Sir, it has been said that we have not been able to spend the money 
at our disposal and that some amount has lapsed on that account. Sir, 
if I give figures from the year we assumed charge, you will see that 
save and except the first year of certified budget, we have never failed 
to spend less than 20 lakhs of rupees. As a matter of fact, the figure 
to-day comes near about 30 lakhs of rupees. That is certainly not a 
small amount which proves that we have failed to spend sufficiently. 
The schemes which we have already taken in hand will require over a 
crore of rupees to he completed. It is an irony of fate that our provin- 
cial finances do not permit of further extension in this direction and 
this 30 lakhs which we could have for road development was on account 
of the accumulated amount during the previous Government. Roughly, 
Sir, we get from 10 to 18 lakhs from the Central Government and the 
balance is made up from the accumulated amount to make up the 30 
lakhs or thereabout. Sir, by the end of H)42 we expert to exhaust this 
accumulated amount and then we shall be left with only 10 or 18 lakhs 
of rupees to go on with, and we require ahoul a crore of rupees to 
complete the scheme w'e have already taken in hand. 

Sir, for the schemes which we have .sent to the Government of 
India for their approval, the total will ecune to about a crore and a half. 
The Government of India have unfortunately refused to con.sider any 
new proposal until further progress is made in the scheme which we 
have already taken up. VVe are getting our animal subvention all 
right. There w'ns no case of lapsing of any amount and there was no 
oci^isitm for it. (Mr. SruEMuu N.\Tii Riswas: Rut when are you 
going to spend the amount? That is tlie question.) We are going on 
spending every year. (Mr. Am. Khisilna Giiosk : Has any amount 
lapsed?) Are you deaf? 1 have just now said about that. 

Sir, there is no denying the fact that we in this province became 
road-minded very late. While Madras and Bombay had made good 
progress towards road construction, we were lagging behind. (Mr. 
Am. Krishna Giiosk: Because of Ministers like you.) That was long 
before we took charge. Sir, it is with the money which we got from 
the Road Development Fund that we started road construction in right 
earnest and so far we have completed road construction worth about 
fiJl lakhs of rupees. (Mr. Screndra Nath Biswas: Why not more?) 
Sir, after what I have stated, it will be clear that this Government has 
l>een able to spend all the money that it had at its disposal and was able 
to complete road oonstruotion to the best of its ability. I admit that 
there wa^ a certain amount of delay in completing certain roads that 
was due firstly to the delay in obtaining the sanction of the Govenunent 
of India and secondly, in our taking up a large number of eobemes at 
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«ite time. Sir, 1 ask you to mark that we have 26 diatricts, and we are 
Ifetting only 16 or 18 lakhs a year to spend on roads. If we have to 
apply the amount to all the districts, how much could a district get, 
and with that amount what progress can we expect to make? Sir, 
I wish it was jKissible to get more funds for road construction, so that 
according to the desire of every one of us here, we could see a network 
of roads constructed in the province w'ithiu the shortest space of time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS; In 150 years? 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: ih say 2,()0t) years? 

Mr. SASANKASEKHARSAHYAL;ilt^r^ District ^ 

^ ? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaiart 

That shows I am impartial. 

• Sir, with a view to supplement the lloud Fund, and to accelarate 
construction of roads, it was necessary to have the Motor Spirit Sales 
Tax. We expect roughly about lis. 12 (o 14 lakhs from that tux. 
If we add this to the money which we get annually from the Road 
Fund, we will have about Ks. 80 lakhs, and I believe that we will be 
able to continue road construction to the extent of that amount every 
^ear. Sir, due to the desire of a very large numl)er (»f members of this 
House, as has already been announced by the Hon'ble Finance Minister, 
while the Motor Spirit Sales Tax w’as being considered, it has been 
decided that a major portion of the money wdiich will be derived from 
that tax 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The entire amount. 

Tht Hofi’bla Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Ooaiimbazars 

No I am quite sure, a major portion of that money will be utilised in 
the construction of new roads in districts where no money has been 
spent so far. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Only on new roads? 

Tha. Hon’bla Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of OoaaiiniNttart 

Tea, and the balance will be utilised in supplementing the Road Fund. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI I Tys money is only for 
^ the oonatruction of new roads. 

S5 
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Th# Hofi’lil# Maharaja SRItOHANDRA NANDYi of Ooaiiiiibaiars 

We have two objects in vi|w. One is construction of new roads in 
districts where no wprk has been taken up and the other is to continue 
the road work taken in hand in other districts. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. What would be the proportion 
l>etween the two? 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS. Are you seriously taking up the 
lime of the House? 

Khan Bahadur dALALUDDIN AHMAD: May 1 enquire what would 
be the amount for old sanctioned roads? 

The Hon’bla Baharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

I may state before the House that we have not violated the principle 
we have been following in selecting No. I roads. That is the principle 
which we propose to follow even when we take up roads from the Motor 
Spirit Sales Tax money. It goes without saying that every case will 
have to be recommended by the Board of (’ommunications. 

Sir, it has been said that the district of Pabna is in great need of 
better communication facilities for agriculturist.s to (‘urry their produce 
to the mill or market places. I do not deny that. Unfortunately that 
is the case with very many other districts in this wretched province of 
ours. 

1 have to reply to Mr. Hashemy who has specially mentioned about 
the Satkhira-Nabharun Koad and the delay that has occurred in connec- 
tion therewith. Hut I may tell him that the first portion is almost 
qomplete and the second is awaiting the .sanction of the Government of 
India and we are absolutely helpless. 

As regards the Chittagong Road referred to by JK.han Bahadur 
dalaluddin Ahmad, there also bridges are completed, but the money 
for the construction of the road has again been withheld by the Govern- 
ment of India. Sir, these are the reasons why it is not possible for 
this Government to accept the resolution. Even if it was accepted, it 
would remain a dead letter, because without the sanction and approval 
of the Government of India, it would not be possible to give effect to 
the resolution. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Could you not construct this 
road out of the provincial revenues? 

I 

Ktan B.liMlur JALALUODIN AHMAD: Mov« the GoTernment of 
Indi. for their wnction. 
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Tbt Han’lilt Maliariit tRItCHANORA NANDYt of OMimbtwi 

KO| Sir, that may not be possible because it is not a new scheme. 

Sir, after what 1 have said, 1 think 1 can now reasonably request 
my friend Mauivi Ashar Ali to he fr(H>d enough to withdraw his resolu> 
lion. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Sir. if Oovernment have got no other alter- 
native than to get the sanction of the Goveriiinent of India, I beg leave 
of the House to withdraw my resolution. 

The, resolution of Mauivi Aishar Ali that this Assembly is i»f opinion 
that the (Jovernmenl do take up the work of construction of Trunk 
Road No. 2() from Pabna in preference to other roads was then, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr# SPEAKER: Both Mr. Itasik Lai Biswas and Mr. Mia Abdul 
Hafiz are absent. I am glad that the rescduiion (No. 2-Jl) is not moved, 
because 1 consider that u resohiiioii like this is inconsistent with a 
democratic constitution. 

Mr. SAiANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. will ycm please allow 
Mr. Atul (’handra Sen to move the resfdtition (No. 4i standing in the 
name of Mr. Fratul ('handra ffanguly}* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is Mr. Pratul ('handra Ganguly in jail F 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a special case, I allow it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, ! l)eg to move that this Assembly 
is of opinion that all the persons convicted in Bengal under the Defence 
of India Rules and the Indian Penal Gode for offences against the State 
be placed in Division I in jails. 

I thank you, Sir, for having allowed me to move this resolution that 
stands in the name of tti} honourable friend Mr, Pratul (Sandra 
Ganguly who is now in jail. It is an irony of fate that Mr. Ganguly 
wbo with his experience of jail life in and outside the province extend- 
ing over a good many years of his life as a Revolutionary political 
prisoner might throw helpful light on the subject which no one else in 
the House may do is clapped in jail under a lawless law deprived of his 
right to represent his constituency in this House and voice the people^s 
will in an unmistakable way. This popular Government in their 
wisdom have not seen their way to allow Mr. Ganguly to be here to-day 
jn our midst and exercise the legislator’s right by moving his ^solution. 
In Mr. Ganguly’s absence I shall place it before the House with my 
^ obeervations in^ts support in my own humble way. 
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Now, Sir, what is the opinion expressed in this resolution? It 
weeks to convey that all politi&l prisoners should be placed in one divi- 
sion, viz., Division I. It implies the existence and recognition of a 
special class of prisoners who have been convicted of political offences 
and therefore may be called political prisoners and recommends -that 
they should be accorded a treatment in jails befitting their position in 
Hociety as political prisoners. Sir, I can quite anticipate the Govern- 
ment’s attitude towards this question. I have ransacked the Assembly 
[proceedings of the last four years and have found that whenever any 
suggestion has been made from this side of the House for according a 
[Preferential treatment to political prisoners as a matter of right it has 
met with a stout resistance from the Hon’ble the Home Member, 
although he has yielded here and there in minor matters under pressure 
of public opinion exercised here and outside and also perhaps impelled 
by that small still voice which though stifled by political exigencies 
cannot altogether be silenced. 

The Hon’ble the Home Member has all along refused to recognise a 
special class of prisoners called the “political prisoners” and as a 
corollary he has maintained that the question of special treatment* to 
these prisipners as a class does not arise. Whenever minor concessions 
liave been made here and there, he lias taken particular care to point 
<put that he has done it from far other consiilerations than consideration 
due to their status as political prisoners. Do you know, Sir, a Hindu 
wife never mentions her husband’s elder brother’s name? And the 
Hou’ble the Home Member never mentions the name “political 
prisoners.” I would just refer you to the funny answer which the 
llon’ble tlie Home Member gave to our honourable friend Mrs. Nellie 
Sen Gupta’s question last year about the diet allowance given to some 
political prisoners in the Chittagong Jail and to the supplementaries 
arising out of it. That will give a picture of the Hon’ble the Home 
Member’s mind. That however does not satisfy us. We maintain, 
and we believe rightly so, that people convicted of what are called 
offences against the State form a class by themselves, whom we cal! 
political prisoners, and are as such entitled to a preferential treatment 
in jails. 

Sir, let us see whether the English law which generally is the model 
on which our laws are based can throw any light on the subject. 
Turning to the Prison Acts of 1865 and 1867, which in a way form the 
very foundation of modem prison system in Great Britain, we find that 
“persons convicted of sedition or seditious libel were to be placed in 
the First Division” (Ruggles Brise, p. 71). The Rules of the First 
Division, in English jails “provide a regime which amounts to no more 
than deprivation of liberty, with such restraint only as is neceeaary 
lor discipline and safe custody.” I quote from “The Modem Englieh 
Prison” J(>y L. W. Fox, Assistant Commissioner apd Inspector ol% 
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Prisons and Secretary of the Prison Commission. *‘The First Division, 
it should be noted, is reserved for a strictly limited class of prisoners, 
and mainly for those for whom First Division treatment is prescribed 
by statute, e./;., persons convicted of seditious libel.’ ^ To quote 
exactly from “Notes on Imprisonment, 1928“ (p. 5), a short pamphlet 
issued under the authority of the Home Officer giving concise informa* 
lion about the different forms of classifications, etc., in jails in Ot'eat 
Britain. 

Sir, next 1 shall read out to you what the law expects the English 
practice to be in reference to (mlitical offences and offenders, a quota- 
tion from the Encyclopaedia of the Laws (»f England, Part II, p. 208, 

It says: — 

“Where an offence has been commit ted, not from motives of private 
spite or interest, but in order in change the Legislature or Executive 
Government in I lie c(»un1r\. it is fieel\ conf ended that the offence is 
political and that pers<m*< cniivicled of it Hhonhl not be treated as 
ordinary prisoners and >lMm]d he pardoned or amnestied at the earliest 
opportunitN. The offences to which this contention applies are (hose 
described as against public order, viz., treason, felonv and sedition or 
interference with the Executive or Legislature 1>\ unlawful assemblies 
inteude<l to defy or oveniwe either, riotous protets against the law and, 
in fact, all acts directe<l to obtain b\ unlawful means a change in the 
law or genera] government of the realm.” 

Sir, this is the spirit of the English law on the subject, and it has 
governed the conduct of the executive and prison authorities in Great 
Britain since the enactments of IStJb and 18(17. In India also some 
eminent Englishmen, members of the Government of India, who 
could not perhaps altogether forget their English tradition and also 
perhaps under jiressure of public opinion anil therefore in spite of 
themselves hud to admit that political ‘prisoners deserved a preferential 
treatment. An.**wering a question of Mr. G. S. Uanga Iyer in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly on the 2(ith January, 192(1, with regard 
to treatment of political prisoners in Bengal, the Ilon’hle Sir Alexander 
Muddiman, the Home Meml>er, said, “The Government do give them 
a preferential treatment.” Whether this so-eulled preferential 
treatment is a reality or a myth, the admission is there that political 
prisoners form a class by themselves and may rightly claim a preferen- 
tial treatment. 1 might also in this coiineetion refer to w'hat the 
Hon’ble Home Member, Sir William Vincent, said in the Indian 
Legislative Aaaembly, speaking on the question of the repatriation of 
the political prisoners from the Andamans. By the statement that he 
made on the occasion, he concede<l beyond doubt that a special 
treatment should be accorded to political prisoners. Thc^ British 
eonscience represented in the Government of India seemed to be roused 
^once again by the self-immolation of Sri jut Jatindra Nath Das who 
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died a martyr's death in a jail in the Punjab by refusing to take food 
as a protest against the kind ol%eaimeni accorded to political prisoners. 
For a time it seemed that earnest efforts would be made to improve 
the lot of the political prisoners in the land, but the scheme that was 
made for the purpose fizzled out before long. But the admission had 
to be made that something ought to be done in the direction. 

Now, Sir, what is the idea underlying the distinction between 
ordinary and political prisoners that entitles the latter to a preferential 
treatment? It is this. There is a class of crimes unlike the ordinary, 
as we have seen from the quotatitm from the Encyclopaedia of English 
Laws I have just read out, which cannot he attributed to “motives of 
self-interest or spite,” but to higher and really commendable motives 
and which for the very reason cannot be put under the category of 
ordinar}' crimes. If a crime is an anti-social act which society must 
penalise in order to maintain an tindistiirbed existence, how will a 
aociety, a progressive society, I ask, deal with the so-called crimes 
that are directed towards the breaking of the shackles of the society 
so that it may go on unimpeded along the path of progress? That is 
the question. If w'e claim a preferential treatment for the political 
prisoners in the province, we do it on the ground that these people 
acted in the way they did so that the country might attain the status 
which as a matter of right ought to be hers. If a Pratul Ganguly, a 
Jnan Majumdar, a Naren (U»akravart> , a Dhiren Datta, a 
Dr. Naliuakshya Sanyal, a Dr. Suresh Banerji, a Bankim Mukerji, to 
name only some of our respected colleagues now in jail, broke the law 
in the past or have broken it to-day, the\ have done it, to judge their 
at^tion by the result, so that the country might attain some measure of 
freedom, and should I say also, so that u Fazlul Huq, a Nazimuddin, 
a Suhrawardy, a Bij<»y Prasad, a Mukunda Mullick might rule Bengal 
in the name of the people. The latter of course is not true, though it 
has happened so. 

This aspect of the question has got to be remembered in dealing 
with the political prisoners. If this is remembered, the Government 
will be conscious of an obligation to deal with the political prisoners 
with due and special consideration. I knovr that in some quarters 
in India attempts have been made and are made even to-day to 
repudiate this obligation by making a so-called distinction between 
what are called “municipal” and “international” laws as was done 
by the Hoit'bie Sir Alexander Muddiman more than twenty years 
ago in the Indian Legislative Assembly or as has been done only the 
other day by the Hon'ble Sir Reginald Maxwell in the same House 
speaking on Mr. N. M. Joshi's resolution on treatment meted out to 
D.I.B. detenus. Sir Reginald is prepared, as he says, to “give 
preference,” to quote his words, “to enemy internees who have 
aothing against them except that they owe allegiance to enemy^ 
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countries, rather than to persons who had of their own deprired them- 
•elves of their liberty for plotting against their own country and those 
who are fighting for it.” If Sir Reginald were to talk on the 
treatment meted out to political prisoners convicted of so-called offences 
against the State he would in all probability, following (he same line 
of argument, say that be would give preference to prisimers of war 
rather than to the political prisoners in (he country . Sir, 1 am not 
here to reply to Sir Regiuabrs thouglitlesM, f«>olish provocative and 
dishonest remarks 

MK SPEAKERS Order, order. You caiiii(»t use those expreMsiouN 
against one who i.s not here to defend hiiiHelf. You must withdraw. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: All right. Sir. 1 bow down to your 
ruling, though Sir Reginald made more damaging remarks against 
people who could not defend themselves. 

But to the people of his way of think 1 would say that political 
detenus and political prisoners in India may with propriety be 
regarded as “enemy internees” or “prisoners of war.” Tlie lawa 
they break or are alleged to break are not the laws that express the will 
of the people. The State against which they are alleged to plot is 
not the State that nvognises the sovereignity of (he will (»f the 
people. The Government that they may seek to overthrow is not the 
Government established by law as understood in free conntries. Their 
action is directed against an unw'aiited foreign domination which aa 
honourable men and women they may feel called upon to overthrow 
by all means which a free country w'ould adopt against an invader, 
which Englishmen, ('.g., would adopt w’ith perfect justificatiem against 
Hitler if he were to subjugate (ireat Britain. Their status, therefore, 
ii in a way the same as that of “enemy internees” or “prisoners of 
war” which Sir Reginald vainly seeks to repudiate. 

Now, Sir, having given this theoretical background to this (luestion, 
I would ask, are the political prisoners in tlie province accorded -the 
kind of treatment that their status as political prisoners entitles them 
to? Our answ'er is an emphatic “No.” You know, Sir, that many 
of otti political prisoners even 'to-day are put under Division IIJ of 
the Jail Code. But do you know' what thi.s really means? I was a 
prisoner myself for a pretty long time with the Hon ’hie Mr. Tamis- 
ild4in Khan — then not Hon’ble — as a fellow-prisoner and to-day 1 am 
• non-official visitor of a Central Jail, thanks to the good offices of the 
Hon ’hie Sir Naaimuddin, 1 can relate to you the lot of these prisoners 
with some accuracy. Food — in the morning “/opshi,” a delicious 
dish of rico gruel mixed with a little salt; at noon — ric^e, |nost often 
mixed with pebbles of various dimensions; the liquid called **daV* and 
a “vegetable curry.” I would not give other details of the menu. My 
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honourable friend Mr. Cham Chandra Roy gave a realistic description 
the other day on the floor of tht House. But 1 can’t do without saying 
a word about this vegetable curry. I won’t forget it in my life. I 
won’t give it to my cow. In our prison days we called it **dasyadi 
pacluinf” an offensive smelling Ayurvedic decoction which a patient 
swallows with what pleasure he alone knows. I wonder that this stuff 
made of eatable and uneatable, iiaineable and unuameable leaves, 
roots and branches, mostly the refuse stock of the jail garden, boiled 
in a veritable witches’ cauldron with little or no oil and spices — I 
wonder that this stuff can be served for human consumption! 

Sir, our young men who suffer imprisonment for political ' ideals 
and ends, however poor some of them may be, are not used to the jail 
menu I have just now described. 1 shall not take more time of the 
House by describing the kind of clothing, the meagre poor unhygenic 
stuff, supplied to these people or the thousand and one indignities they 
are subjected to in the hands of an unsympathetic jail staff. How 
long will the country allow the people who work for her political 
emancipation to be condemiuMl to Division 111 prisoner’s life? Sir, 
my blood boiled within myself when in course of my inspection one day 
I found one Hahu Probodh Chandra Dus (iupta, a brilliant young 
man, an M.A. of the (-alcutta University, brother of an England- 
returu^id Engineer, cousin of an ex-Advocate-Gencral of Bengal, who 
chose -to go to jail for a political idea, put under Division III. The 
trying Magistrate was his class mate in the M.A. Classes. One chose 
to serve the Oovernineut and became a Magistrate and the other chose 
to serve the country and became his prisoner whom he (‘ondemne<l to 
Division III. This cannot be tolerated even for a moment. It must 
be ended. 

I, therefore, propose that all political .pri.soners be put under a 
higher division than Division III. I propose Division I and not 
Division II. The facilities which Division I prisoners enjoy, not 
enjoyed by the Division II priscmers, are mainly as follows: (o) bring- 
ing from outside cooked food according to their choice, (h) wearing of 
their own cloth if desired, {c) having more interviews and letters, and 
{d) having newspapers of their own choice. In support of theae 
privileges of political prisoners I can do no better than quote from the 
Hon’ble Sir Naaimuddin’s speech iii lffd8 Budget Session of the 
Aasembly on classilication of prisoners. He said: “Life in prison is 
however an unnatural life. It is a life of restriction, particularly in 
so far as mental activity, social inter-<‘ourse and physi('al movement is 
ront'erned. From this it follovrs that prison life may affect the more 
reiined ami sensitive charact4»r far more heavily than the dull or brutal 
type.’’ is for these very reasons which -the Hou'hle Sir Nasiniuddin 
•fdmits in theory that 1 propose Division 1 facilities for political 
prisoners iustead of Division II. 
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Sir, let me say a few words about wbal the Hon'ble Sir Naiimuddin 
calls tbe “more refined and sensitive character. “ Even if he insists 
on this characteristic as the sole criterion for any preferential treatment 
in jails who among the prisoners as a class have this characteristic in 
an .ample degree if not those whom we cull political prisoners? 
Inheritors of a great thought and cultural legacy these people, some 
of them very deeply well read and versed in modern thought-currents, 
with great ideaa and ideals pulsating through their mental life, who 
among the jail population equal them in “refined and sensitive 
character”? I have seen with amazement the great hunger for news, 
for ideas, the insatiable desire to know' how' the world is progressing, 
in some of these prisoners placed before wdiom any stalwart of the 
Tre^ury Benches would feel small if he really be honest. And yet 
they famish these people, mentally as well as physically. They ought 
to feel ashamed that while providing for amenities for any Tom, 
IJiek, Harry or De’Souzu, w^ho may be in jail having committed the 
most heinous crime in the Penal Code, why, because they bear English 
names or have a skin a degree fairer than ours, they refuse the same 
amenities to the sensitive and refined Bengali who can live and fight 
for a great ideal. I consider it a crime done to humanity. You can 
make some amends for the sin of the past few years by accepting my 
resolution without any demur. 

Sir, before I conclude I would say a few' words about the costs of the 
proposed classification. The Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, who opposed the 
“Bengal Political Prisoners Classification Bill, 19311,” introduced by 
our honourable friend Mr. J, C. Oupta in the Deceinher Session of the 
Assembly the same year, dismissed it with the following laconic remarks, 
“I am afraid,” said Sir Nazimuddin, “it is not possible to make these 
classifications. It will entail a lot of expenditure and there are obvious 
diflScuUies in giving effect to the provisions of the Bill.” Speaking on 
expenditure, Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble Home Minister, what becomes of 
the cash profit of more than Rs. 3 lakhs earned every year in the jails of 
Bengal? It is known that this large amount is not spent for the 
amelioration of the lot of the prisoners. We would be quite prepared 
to see that this amount is spent for amenities given to the jail popula* 
tion generally. We would be prepared even to see that this amount 
is spent mainly for <those people in jails who earn it by their own labour. 
If due to the proposed classification there be any deficit, the society 
must meet it from other sources. The society must treat the political 
prisoners as “5aniiyam” and **Fakirt ” — political “Sannyaiw” and 
“Foifctrf” — and must feed them because they are its political 
emancipators. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my resolution for the Mceptance 
of the House. 
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Mr. •UHIMORA NATH tltWAti Sir, I beg to moTe by w»j of 

Amendment 

Mr* tPIAKERs Just a in one or two placet 

tbe language ie not very happy. Would you mind a little change f 
Your amendment will then take the following form: — 

‘*Thi» Afiaembly is of opinion that all prisoners in Bengal jails, 
whether detained or convicted under the Defence of* India Rules or 
kept under trial or convicted for offences against the State under the 
Indian Penal Code be placed in Division I or a new special division 
be created for those prisoners, and that special rules he framed in 
respect of their ration, interviews, etc.*’ 

The only change is that in place of “a special division as first class 
prisoners” in your amendment T suggest ”a new special division be 
created for these prisoners.” 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, you suggest “a new 
special division” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, would you mind pro- 
posing an addition — ”a new special superior division”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER! That 1 cannot, because it goes beyond the scope. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Otherwise, Sir, the difficulty 
would be that the new division which may be created may not be of a 
standard of first class or of second class prisoners ; it may even be lower 
than that of third class prisoners. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS But there is nothing as first class prisoners or 
second class prisoners, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Yes, there is, Sir. There 
are Divisions I and II. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They arc not the same thing. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, your suggestion would 
make the language happy, but I want to make it happier by the intro- 
duction of a higher something which would indicate a better type. 

Mr. 8PEAKER1 But the amendment does not make any mentieii 
of that. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SAHYALs Sir, the word*i vW 
mfty be deleted. Let us have somethings that will indicate that the 
classification will be of a superior type as Division I. 

•Mr, SPEAKER: 1 take it that that is the whole meaning of this; 
otherwise, it has got no meaning. If Government want to do it in any 
other way, they can do so, hut the meaning is obviously clear when 
you say “special class.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In the original resolu- 
tion there is mention of Division 1. Sir, why will you not pennit the 
introduction of “Division 1“ in the amendment y 

' Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 would suggest a new 
special class similar to Division 1. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will look into the thing later on. I do not want 
to prolong this debati^ to-day as 1 w'ant to adjourn the House earlier 
ao that it may he taken up next day. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may I appeal to you not 

to adjourn the House very early, as you know the days on whiidi non- 
official resolutions are taken up are few and far IxHween. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I have already fixed 7th of March for noii-official 
resolutions. So you can devote the whole of that day to this resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH 8I8WA8: Sir, I beg to move by nray of 
amendment that Resolution No. 4 do take the following form, 
namely — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that all prisoners in Itengal jails, 
whether detained or convicted under the Defence of India Rules or 
kept under trial or convicted for offences against the Slate under the 
Indian Penal Code be plac.ed in Division I or that a new spCMual Divi- 
sion similar to Division I be created for them and that rules lie framed 
in respect of their ration, interviews, letter-writing, supply of books 
and newspapers and other reasonable amenities.” 

Sir, by my amendment I only want to add two more classes of 
political prisoners to the number which is contained in the main 
lesolntion. Sir, in the main resolution 1 find that Division 1 has 
been demanded for persons convicted in Bengal under the Defence of 
India Rules, but not for persons arrested and detained ynder those 
Rules. Beeidee, in the main resolution Division 1 has also been 
deasanded for persons convicted under tbe Indian Penal Code lor 
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offences against the State, but not for persons who are under trial for 
offences against the State. Si|^ by my amendment I include these two 
classes of prisoners who have been excluded in the main resolution. 

Now, Sir, why do I want this special Division or Division I for 
these poltical prisoners? From my personal knowledge I (^an tell this 
House that all these prisoners have been given different Divisions — 
Division I, Division II and Division III. The distinction has not 
been made simply on the ground of social status or style of living. I 
know that there have been many such prisoners who have been given 
Division III, although their social status and style of living are equal 
and similar to that of those who have got Division I and Division IT. 
Sir, discrimination has been made for reasons best known to (lovern 
ment and those officers who have been authorised to albn^ate the Divi- 
sions. I do not find any reason for the distinction made between these 
political prisoners, I mean the distinction between one such ]>risoner 
and another such prisoner; because all of them are accused of or con- 
victed for offences against the State and all these offences have got one 
common object and that is the object of winning independence for the 
mother country. Then, why has the distinction been made? Was it 
for the difference that may be noticed in the method of fight to win 
independence for the country, namely, the difference between the non- 
violent method and the violent method? Sir, that should not or could 
not have l>een the cause of such distinction. The Hritishers, whose 
representatives are ruling the destinies of this country, do not claim 
that the fight for indejiendence shall be non-violent, Wau'-e they have 
laughed at Mahatma (Taudhi for preaching non-violence. Anyway, 
the political prisoners who were convicted for violent acts have stated 
publicly that they have no longer any faith in the method of violence. 
Therefore, the only cause of distinction that might have l>eeu previously 
urged has now been removed. Then, Sir, after that has been removed, 
why should there be any difference now between one such 
prisoner and another? They are all prisoners on political grounds 
and these poltical prisoners come from the same middle 
class. It may W that tliere are differences between the wonomic 
conditions of one family and another from which the.se pri- 
soners come. But the economic condition should not be made an 
excuse for making this difference in re8i)eet of Divisions. Now, Sir, 
when that is the position, the question is whether the political prison- 
ers as a class deserve a better and differential treatment. I say, Sir, 
they deserve a; special treatment. Had it not been so, why is it that 
the (lovernment of Bengal have frumetl special rules for the security 
prisoners of Bengal? Why is it that one of the pledges not only of 
the Krishi^ Proja Party but also of the Muslim League given at the 
time of the last general election was that they would release the poli- 
tical prisoners when and if they were placed in power? Why is it that 
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tKe Bengal Oovernment released the detenus and not the other prison- 
ers of all jails? Why is it ihat a special committee was appointed to 
release the political prisoners <*onvicted under the Indian Penal Code? 
Why was Mahatma Gandhi\s intervention desired to <*hange the 
mentality of the political convicts? All these things go to show that 
they deserve a better an<l ditferential treutineiit at the hands of the 
Oovernment. 

Then again, Sir, every civilissed Government should treat the poli- 
tical prisoners as a special class of prisoners unlike the ordinary 
crimizmls, because these prisoners are the politit’al workers who ore on 
many occasions respousihle for the change of Government and when 
the Government change, these political prisoners take the reins of 
Government. Sir, FTit]< i, Franco and l)e Valera are living instam-es 
(in the point. Before they got into power, they had l>een clapped up 
in jails for their politi('al crimes. There is no denying the fact that it 
is upon the l)lood and ashes, sacrifices and the sulTerings of such p(»li- 
tical prisoners that a new form of govern nuuit has been ushered in 
many countries. It (‘aiinot also be denied that upon the Mood and 
a!^hes, sacrifices and sofferingH of the political a(Mkci> of Bengal tliat 
we have got the present Itcfoirned Constitution, us a result of which 
we find t-o-day the Hon’hle MinislerH (»ver then* in the Treasniy Bench. 
The edifice of the present Constitution oi India has hc(‘iv hnilt upon 
the foundation of the Mifleriiigs and .H4icrificeH of o\ir p(»litical worl ers 
alone I^ it, therefore, meet and proper for the int'Tuhers of the Coali- 
tion Party and also of the Council (*f Ministers to be indifferent 
towards them when they have got the fK»wer? Should they forget the 
pledge which they had given at the time of the last general ele<*.tion, 
the pledge to release all the p(ditieal prisoners of Bengal in c(»iisiderB- 
tion of the greatest contribution made by them lor tlic nnhering in (d 
a democratic Constituti<»n ? It is a pity, therefore, that even though 
that party is still in power, n large numlM*r of our political work*‘rh 
are still rotting in jails. Not only are they rotting in jails, but the 
present ministry is not prepared even U> distinguish them fnun the 
ordinary criroinal.s and to treat them as special class prisoners. Sir, 
the 8pei*ial treatment which we want to be given to these prisoners 
in not a new demand nor a new concession. In so far back 1921, 
political prisoners were all placed in special class. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamiauddin Khan who is not present here was also a political 
prisoner at that time. He could have borne me out that all the poli- 
tical prisoners were in that year placed in a special class. At first, 
the order for a special class was meant for only a few of the prisoners 
in a<*corflance wdth their standard of living and their social status. 
But those prisoners who were granted a special class refuseii to ac.c*.epi 
the concession unless and until all the political prisoners were given 
that class, and the Hon’ble Mr, Tamisuddin Khan was one of those 
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who refused to accept the concession giyen. Thereafter, Oovemmeiit 
was compelled to issue an ordier placing all the political prisoners of 
1921 in a spetdal class. Sir, that was done by the old bureaucratic 
Government. Is it too much, Sir, U) ask to-day of their own repre- 
sentatives who form the present ministry to give a special class similar 
to Division I or Division I itself to all political prisoners? May I 
request them to rise equal to the occasion and to consider that these 
political prisoners not only expected better treatment in the hands of the 
present Government, but release also? I am not asking for their 
release but better treatment for them, and I hope the Hon’ble Ministers 
and the members of the Coalition Party who owe their seats in the 
Cabinet as well as here to the sacrihces and sufferings of the political 
workers should consider the case of those amongst them who are now 
behind the prison-bars with sympathy and allot a special class to 
them— 

Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order. Discussion on this resolution 
would be resumed on the 7th of March, 1941. The House stands 
adjourned till 10 a.m. to-morrow. 


AdJoumnMfit. 


It being 7-20 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 15th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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pp. 265-259. 

Baardini arrangamants 

For students of l^hawat Mbmorial 
Girls' High Engliih School: (Q.) 
n 25. 
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CMm 

In the CalcnttA Medical College 
Hospital; (Q.) p. 186. 


Cifittit 

Difcuaaion about the Chief Miniater’a 
statements in the matter of census 
operations : pp, 290298. 

Ohtrfs 

Against persons arrested under 
Defence of India Rules: (Q.) p. 98. 

For electric fans in Medical College 
Hospital: (Q.) p. 188. 

Cluiiitfhurii Rai Hariiidra Nath 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 
pp. 160.106, 214.216, 327.328, 339. 

Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941 : pp. 4344, 60, 51, 52, 61, 
64, 65, 107, 108, 109, 112, 118, 116, 
110, 119, 120. 

Hindu students reading in maktahs : 
(Q.) p. 296. 

Point of order regarding short notice 
amendments. (The Bengal Motor 
Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941.): 
pp. 67, 68, 59. 

Report of the Committee of Public 
Accounts: pp. 29S3(K), 

Revenue receipts of Government and 
expenditure incurred under new 
schemes: (Q.) p. 175. 

Supplementary Estimate : Demand 
for grants: 28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements : pp. 264.266. 

OhatihldaH liNiuiry Cammlttaa 

Recommendations of the—*: (Q.) p. 9. 

OMng 

Of the mouth of the canal near Raipur 
station by railway embankment : 
(Q.) P. 646. 

1* 

O i wml i ii ani ri nf tiia Naraymgani 
MunMpiHtyt (Q.) p. 22. 


OMMnittM 

For enquiry into the rights and 
priWlegea of non^agricnltural 
tenants; (Q.) p. 14. 

Comimifiieatioii 

Between east Pabna and headquarters 
of Pabna district; (Q.) p. 234. 

Between headquarters of Noakhali and 
certain islands in Noakhali district: 
(Q.) P. 190. 

Compulsory rotiromont of Oovommont 

aorvantt of tor 28 yoars of sorvioot 

(Q.) p. 18. 


Compulsory rogulatioti of Juto in 
noighhouring |utt>growing prooinooo 
and Stataai (Q.) p. 182. 


Construction of sluioo gato for Dhopado 
lihal in Jossoroi (Q.) p. 203. 


Contour Bursty in North Bongalt (Q.) 

p. 200. 


Contrihution by tho Oovommont of 

Bsngal 

Towards the prosecution of the war or 
defence of India : (Q.) p. 16. 

Cottaga industrios 

Purchase of khaddar and other 
products of — by Government : (Q.) 

p. 347. 

Doooa Moll disostori (Q.) pp. 197, 204. 
Enquiry into—; (Q.) p, 12. 

Dos Qupta. •!. Narondra Nathi 

Recognition of MidieBwarpasa| School 
of Arts, Danla^>ar; (Q.) p. 206. 

Dafonoo of India 

Contribution by the OoremnieBi of 
Bengal towards the pr o see u tiaa of 
the war or—: <Q.) p. 16. 
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Ottmm of Intfia Ritfit 

Eiiternment order under the — : (Q.) 
p. 2i. 

Persons detained under — end their 
trial : (Q.) p. 27. 

OottmiUtioii of oonstitiieneios of Not* 
fcliaii DIetrlot Boordi (Q.) p. 177. 


Domandt for the oxooeo oxponiNturt hi* 
ourrod in 103t*3ti p. 36. 

Domand for Grants (Supploniontary) 

40 — Agriculture: pp. 280*284. 

37 — Education — General : p. 285. 

64 — Famine : p. 285. 

10 — Forest : p. 288. 

43 — Industries — Cinchona ; p. 284. 
Interest-free advances: p. 285. 

22 — Interest on Debt and Other Obli- 
gations : p. 284. 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements : 
pp. 264-274. 

7 — Land Revenue and General dis- 
cu-ssion : pp. 243-264. 

Loans and Advances by Pyovincial 
Governments ; p. 286. 

38 — Medical ; p. 284. 

29~Police : pp. 274-280. 

66 — Stationery and Printing: p. 286. 

omcylty of wotor transport in Jotooro 
dittriott (Q.) p. 88. 

Dtotnos 

« 

Due to failure of paddy crops in Mur- 
shidabad district: (Q.) p. 2P3. 

Of jute cultivators: (Q) p. 234. 

Oistriet Board of Borisal 

ADi^tioti against^ — : <Q.) p. 181 . 

Mtrtet Boliooi Boards 

Number of Scheduled Csste members 
00 the— : (Q.) p. 16 . 


OivMtNit itmMmI «trtSii IM* 
in ■w«M 

And corresponding prices of jute for 
cultivators of Beimal: (Q.) p, 17a 

Division 

On motions of Maulvi Abu Hossain 
Sarkar [Bengal Finance (Sales 

Tax) Bill, 10411: pp. .336*836, m 

sa9. 

On a motion of Mr. Abu Hossoin 

Sarkar (7— Land Revenue): pp. 

263-264. 

On a motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fas! 
[Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 
1941]. pp. 23(V2iU. 

On a motion of Mr. AtuI Krishna 
Ohcwc [Bengal Finance (Sales 

Tax) Bill, 1841]: pp. 340841. 

On a motion of Mr. J, F. Sinclair 
(Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941): pp. 64-66. 

On a motion of Mr. Maqbu) Hnsain 
(4^V~Agriculture) : pp. 283-284. 

On motionK of Rai Harendra Nath 
Clmudhun (Bengal Finance (Salea 
Tax) Bill, 1941 J: pp. 226*227, 337- 
338. 

On a motion of Rai Harendra Nath 
(Tlmudhuri (B«*ngal Motor Spi- 
rits Halcit Taxation Bill, 1941) : 
pp. 4546. 

On a motion of Rai Harendra Nath 
Cbaudhuri (28 — Jaila and Convict 
Settiementa) : pp. 278*274. 

On the motion of recommittal of the 
Bengal F'i nance (Sales Tax) Bill, 
1941, to the Select Oommittse: 
pp. 172*173. 

On a motion for recommittal to the 
Select QimmitUie (The Bengal Motor 
Spirite Bales Taxation Bill, IMl): 
pp. 3940. 

On a motion of Srijut Aahutosh Mul- 
lick [Bengal Finance (Sales Tan) 
BUI, 1941}: pp. 224226- 

On a motion of 6^. Saaanka Sekhar 
SanyaJ [Bengal* Finanoe (Sales 
Tax) Bill, 1941]: pp, B26886. 
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Diiftlai Md FtrtiMlM in etiitte- 
ftfii diftrleti (Q.) p. 104. # 

Oidit Fiiia in HtoHiiy Memin omidfti 

(Q.) P. 288. 

DiitU Muttnidar, Mr. NHiamdus 

Bengal Finance (Sale* Tax) Bill, 1941 : 

pp. 166-188, 330-332. 

Bengal Motor Spirit (Sales Taxa- 
tion) Bill, 1941: p. 42. 

Demand for Grant*--29— Police : pp. 
276-278. 

R^ort of the Committee of Public 
Accounts : pp. 803-304. 

Earllar MUoummMit 

Of the House on account of the 
Mttharram: pp. 137-138. 

Eduoation oaM 

Imposition of the— in Howrah district. 
(Q.) P. 24. 

ElMtlon(t) 

Of Chandiberpur Union Board, police- 
station Narnil (Jeseore) ; (Q.) 

p. 186. 

Of members of the Board of Wakfs : 
(Q.) p, 288. 

To the Dacca University Court: (Q.) 

p. 201. 

Emdiniuiiint of DarafcMWtr rioor in 
Hooghly dtitriati (Q.) p. 199. 

Bimulry Into Daooa Mail Oiaaatort (Q.) 

p. 12. 

Exoavation of oortain liliala in Chittatong 
diatrfott (Q.) p. 288. 

Bxoaaa grants for tlio yaar l0M*S0t pp. 

30&30B, 

ixtamnNnt ordar 

On Miss Kanak Das Gupta: (Q.) 
P- 27. 

Under the Defence of India Rules: 
(Q.) P. 24. 


Faikaiii af paddy orap in Mlatda dlstrigll 

(Q.) P- 292. 

Fall in tha priof of |utos (Q.) p. 83. 
Faxhil Hug, tha Hon'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Boarding arrangemente for students of 
Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ High 
English School : (Q.) p. 26. 

Demand for Grants: 37 — Education — 
General: p. 286. 

Ihirga Puja in Hooghly Mohsin 
College: (Q.) p. 288. 

Elecftion of members of the Board ot 
Wakfs: (Q.) p. 289. 

Elections to the Dacca University 
Court: (Q.) p. 201. 

Felicitation on the honour conferred 
upon Mr. Speaker: pp. 1-2. 
Financial difficulties of the District 
School Board of Mymensingh : 
p. 289. 

Free-studentships to Scheduled Caste 
students in Dacca district : (G.) 

p. 74. 

Grants to educational institutions in 
Khulna district: (Q.) p. 192. 
Grant-in-aid to girls’ schools m 
Goalundo subdivision : (Q.) pp. 72- 

73. 

Grant-in-aid to high English schools in 
Noakhali : (Q.) p. 291. 

Hindu students reading in makfabt: 
m P. 295. 

Imposition of the education eees in 
Howrah district: (Q.) p. 24, 

Inspt'ction of free primary schools for 
boys and girls in Mymensingh : 
(Q.) p. 79. 

Number of Scheduled Caste members 
on the District School Boards: (Q.) 
p. 17. 

Old scheme madrasahs in Rangpur dis- 
trict; (Q.) p. 290. 

Panel for Second Maulvis in the 
Subordinate Educational Service : 
(Q.) p. 77. 

Postponement of realisation of eduea^ 
tion cess in Murshidabad : (Q.) 

p. 202. 
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PriniAry Edacaiion and imposition o) 
education ocas in the district of 
2M-Parganaa: (Q.) p. 195. 

Primary Education of the minority 
• communities of Noakhali: (Q.) 
p. 290. 

Recognition of Maheswarpasa School of 
Arts, Daulatpur; (Q.) p. 295. 

Religious instruction in Pabna Guru 
Training School ; (Q.) p. 12. 

Religious instruction in fliwru training 
schools; (Q.) p. 76. 

Secondary Education Bill, 1940: 
p. 33. 

Falioitationi: pp. 1*2. 

Financial ilifAoultiaa of the District 

School Board of Mymcntinghi (Q.) 

p. 289. 

Floods in Midnaporo district: (Q.) p. 26. 

Frorstudffitships to Scheduled Caste 

students in Oaeca distrieti (Q.) p. 74. 

Ganguly, Mr. FratuI Chandra 

Application by Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta for granting intervievri with 
near relations : (Q.) p. 127. 

Application of Habindra Mohan ^ien 
Gupta for granting intenriews with 
his nephews: (Q.) p. 91. 

Application for permission to attend 
Aasembly Sesaion l)y Mr. PratuI 
Chandra Ganguli, M.L A. : (tj.) 

p. 99, 

Charge against persons arrested under 
Defence of India Rules; (Q.) p. 98. 

Commissioners of the Narayangsnj 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 22. 

Joint petition by persons detained 
under Defence of India Rules in the 
Presidency Jsil: <Q.) p. 100. 

Persons arrosted throughout IDengaJ 
under Defence of India Rules: (Q.) 
p. 93. 

Persons detained under Defence of 
India Rules and their trial : (Q.) 
p. 27. 


sa<D asA^ 

Bengal Kinaisce (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941; 
pp. 309-310, 328, 329. 

Cabins in the Calcutta Medical ObUege 
Hospital: (Q.) p. 189. 

Charge for electric fans in Medical 
College Hospital : (().) p. 188. 

Omsiruction of aluice gate for 
Dhopnda khal in Jesaore : (Q.) 

p. 203. 

Difficulty of water tranapori in 
Jesaore district: (Q.) p. 88. 

Internment of Messrs. Nepal Chandra 
Bhnttacharjee, Sushil Banerjee and 
Anil Kumar Sinha of Jesaore : (Q.) 

p. 90. 

Thefts by domestic aerrante la 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 132. 

Theft of children by domaatio aervants : 
(Q.) p. 96. 

Gladding, Mr. 0. 

Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941: pp. 60, 62. 

Gotwmmi, Mr. Tultl Ohandra 

Felicitation on the honour conferred 
upon Mr. Speaker ; p. 2. 

Grantdnmid 

To girls* ac'hools in Goalundo sub- 
division ; (Q.) p. 72. 

To high English schools in Noakhali: 
(Q.) p. 291. 

Grante to •ducaticiMl imtltutlom M 

KhuMa distHett <Q.) p. 192. 

Gupta, Mr. Jegoah Ghandra 

Bengal Motor Spirit (Salea Taxation) 
Bill, 1941. pp. 41, 42, 50, 52, 62, 
67, 109, no, 118, 119, 121, 122, 123. 

Point of order regarding ahort-Dotioe 
amendments on the Bengal Motor 
Spirit Bales Taxation Bill: pp. 66, 
57, 58, 59. 

Supplementary Estimate; Diniuuid 
for Grants: cAneral diaeuaaioin: 
pp. 249-252. 
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Ounmft Mr. Oiaitor Migk 

lUronur from Dorjeelmg diitnct : 

(Q.) P. 99. 

HaMlwllahp ttw Hon'Mt N««tto laltatfiir 
K., of Oaooa 

AUegotion ogaiiuit Diitrict Board of 
Bariial; (Q.) p. 182. 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Manlvi 
Mnhammad Israil, M.L.A. p. 33. 
Cabins in the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital; (Q.) p. 190. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1940: p. 83. 

diarge for electric fans in Medical 
College Hospital : (Q.) p. 188. 

Closing of the mouth of the canal near 
Raipur station by railway embank- 
ment: (Q.) p. 345. 

OommiMioners of the Narayanganj 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 2.1. 

Belimi nation of constituencies of .\oa- 
khali District Board: (Q.) p. 177. 
Demand for Grants : 38--Medical ; p. 
284. 

Election of Chandiberpur Union Board, 
police-station Naraii (Jessore): (Q.) 
p. 186. 

Malaria epidemic in Jessore district: 
(Q.) P. 241. 

Sale of quinine "and cinchona to local 
bodies: (Q.) p. 238. 

Scheme for reorganisation of rural 
health work: (Q.) p. 233. 

Hilda Riviri (Q.) p. 97. 

HamMuddln AhiMdi Khan Sahihi 

Inspection of free iH'imai^' schools for 
boys and girls in Mymensingh : 
(Q.) P. 78. 

High PHm far futai (Q,) p, 180. 

NMi taMia Oafifaranaa at Krtahnagar 
and Oavarfimant omaarai (Q.) p. 97. 

Htoidii atttdinti rdkihn in maktahai 

(Q.) p. 


imnaailian af tha fdnoatian in 

Hawrah diatriat: (Q.) p. 24. 

inoama^taK 

Legislation for agricultural — : (Q.) 
p. 842. 

Induitriaa—Cinohanai 

Demand for Grants: p. 284. 

inspaotian 

Of free primary schools for boys and 
girls in Mymensingh; (Q.) p. 78. 

Intammant 

Of Messrs. Nepal Chandra Bhattachar- 
jee, Sushil Banerjee and Anil Kumar 
Sinha of Jessore: (Q.) p. 90. 

Irrigation pro|aota in diatriata af Bangah 

(Q.) P. 287. 


Jalaluddin Haahamy, Mr. Ssfod 

Adjournment motion : p. 242. 

Adjournment motion, regarding alleged 
indiscriminate arrest and ruthless 
lathi chargee by the police on the 
Muslim public, including some ladies ; 
pp. 205, 206. 

Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
BiU, 1941: p. 48. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 ; 

pp. 216-218. 

Elections to the Dacca University 
Court: (Q.) p. 201. 

Non-official Resolutions: pp. 860-361, 
365-367. 

Scheme for reorganisation of rural 
health work: (Q.) p. 232. 

Supplementary Estimate : Demand 

for Grants: General discussion: 

pp. 244-247. 

JilMi, Mr. Itwar Dm 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 
1941 : pp. 15(^154, 219.222, 227, 309, 
312, 318, 326, 332-333. 
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By persons detained under Defence of 
India Rules in the Presidency Jail: 
(Q.) P. 100. 

Jut* 

Fall in the price of—: (Q.) p. 83. 
Production and price of— in Murthi- 
dal>ad district: (Q.) p. 23. 

Loan for purchase of — : (Q.) p. 6. 

Purchase of— by Government: (Q.) p. 
79. 

Restriction of — cultivation : (Q.) p. 

7. 

Juta RMtriotion SoImiimj (Q.) p. 4. 

KalukhalPthatiapara Branch of the 
Eastarh Bangal Railway! (Q.) p. 191. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Failure of paddy crop in Mnlda dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 292. 

Kundu, Mr. Niahitfia Nath 

Contour Survey in North Bengal : 
(Q.) p. 200. 

Externment order on Miss Kansk Das 
Gupta; (Q.) p. 27. 

Floods in Midnapore district: (Q.) 

p. 26. 

Newspapers supplied to undertrial 
prisoners and detenus : (Q.) p. 132. 

Lack of maana of oommunlMtiona 

Between Bhedarganj and Tarpasa via 
Sureswar during dry season: <Q.) 
p. 14. 

Land Ravanua 

Demand for grants: pp. 243-244. 

L aa dar af tha Oppaaitiont p. 32. 

iOBiaiatian far agriaultural inao m ataai 

<Q.) P» 842. 

Advanoai py PrayinaiM 

Demand for Oranta: p. 288. 


Loan far purahM* af RNtt (Q4 p. B. 

Mali, Mr. AdwaiU Kiuitar 

Recommendations of the Ohaiikidari 
Inquiry Committee: (Q.) p. 9. 

Mai, Mr. lawar Chandra 

Primary education and imposition of 
education cess in the district of 84* 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 194, 

Malaria apidamia In Jaaaara dittriatt 

(Q.) p. 240. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl 

Religious instruction in gurtt4raining 
schools: (Q.) p, 78. 

Manirutsaman INamabadl, Maulana Md. 

Excavation of certain khal$ in Chitta- 
gong district: (Q.) p. 238. 

Maoluil Naaain, Mr. 

Demand for Grant . 40 — Agricultura : 

pp. 280-281, 

Maana af road oomfiiuniaatlan batwaan 
Aramhagh and Oalauttai (Q.) p. 12. 

Maataga from tha BangM Lagialitly* 

Courwll 

Official Trustees (Bengal AnMmdnieni) 
Bill, 1941 ; p. 298. 

Mlaa Kanak Dm Qupta 

Externment order on — : (Q.) p. 27. 

MahamniM All, Khaii Bthidur 

Asaemment of primary education oaM 
in Bogra district; (Q.) p. 97. 

Maalam All Mallah, Mautvi M. 

Appointments under Diraotor of Agri- 
ottitnra, Bangal: (Q.) p. 180. 
Sinking of tube-wi^I in Atraigiiat 
railway station on tlio Eastern Ben- 
gal Railway: (Q.)p. 848. 
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Conpulionr regulation of jute in neiglei 
iKmring juto-growing prorinoee and 
Statee: (Q.) p, 188. 

DistreM of jute oultirators: <Q.) p. 
284. 

Election of memben of the Board of 
Wakfo: (Q.) p. 288. 

Fall in the price of jute: (Q.) p. 83. 
Financial difficulties of the District 
School Board of Mymensingh: <Q.) 
p. 288. 

High price for j^te: (Q.) p. 180. 
Legislation for agricultural income-tax : 
(Q.) P. 842. 

Recording of ohar areas in certain 
police-stations, Kishoreganj subdivi- 
sion: (Q.) p. 362. 

MiakNrloa, Mr. Tank Nath 

Embankment of Darakeswar river in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p. 199. 

Means of road communication betireen 
Arambagh and Calcutta : <Q.) p. 12. 

Re-excavation of Aurora Khal in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p, 105. 

Sale of quinine and cinchona to local 
bodies: (Q.) p. 238. 

MtHthariaa, Baku Bliwanath 

Arrest of— of Patuasagar, Bankura: 
(Q.> p, 21. 

Mimiak, Brijut Athuloah 

Arrest of Babu Biswanath Mukherjee 
of Patuasagar, Bankura : (Q.) p. 21. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 

pp. 212-218. 

Mulllak, tha Nan^Ma Mr. Mukunda Bahary 

Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank 
and ita audit repqjrt: (Q.) p. 351. 

Distress of jute cultivators: (Q.) p. 

286. 

Ni^es and qualificarions of nmninated 
members of CJ^andtbarpur and Stngis 
Debt Setdement Boards, poltco- 
starion Narail (Jesaore) ; (Q.) n. 2*17. 


Mm h a mdl Haataki, tha Miii*Ma MmMIi 
K han Bahadur 

Appointment of Muslim Munsifs to 
certain posts in Judicial and Legisla- 
tive Departments: (Q.) p. 129. 

Namaa and guallftoatlant 

Of nominated members of Chandibar- 
pur and Singia Debt Settlement 
Boards, police-station Narail 
(Jessore): (Q.) p. 236. 

Nandy, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Briaohandra, 

of Coctlmbaxar 

Communication between east Pabna and 
headquarters of Pabna district : (Q.) 

p. 234. 

Construction of sluice gate for 
Dhopada BLhal in Jessore: (Q.) 
p. 203. 

Contour Survej in North Bengal: (Q.) 

p. 200. 

Dacca Mail disaster: (Q.) pp. 197, 
204. 

Difficulty of water transport in Jessore 
district : (Q.) p. 89. 

Drainage of vater-iegged arras iu 
Dhalai and Farhadbad in Chittagong 
district; (Q ) p. 105. 

Embankment of Darakeswar river in 
Hooghhv district; (Q.) p. 199. 

Enquiry into Dacca Mail disaster : (Q.) 

p. 13. 

Excavation of certain l/mls in Chitta^ 
gong district : (Q.) p. 238. 

Halda River: (Q.) p. 97. 

Irrigation projects in districts of 
Bengal; (Q.) p. 287. 

Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway: (Q.) p. 
191. 

Lack of means of communications 
between Bhedarganj and Tarpam via 
Sureswar during dry season; (Q.) 
p. 14. 

Means of road communication between 
Aramhagh and Calcutta : (Q.) p. 12. 

Non-official ResolntionB: nn. 867-871. 
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Prorincialisation of Ranjn^ur-Palaahbari 
Road in Hangpu% district : (Q.) p. 

S2. 

R^xcaration of Aurora Khal in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p. 106. 

Sinking of tube-well in Atraighat rail- 
way station on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway: (Q.) p. 347. 

4arayarwtifiJ Munlelpallty 

Commissioners of tlie — : (Q.) p. 22. 

Mizlmiiddifi, thf Hofi’Mt Khwaja Sir 

Applicaticm by Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta for granting interviews with 
near relations: (Q.) p. 128. 

Application of Defence of India Roles 
on the *‘Desher Van€»e” of Noakhali : 
(Q.) P. 89. 

Application of Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta for granting interviews with 
liis nephews: (Q.) p. 92. 

Application for {>ermifU(ion to attend 
Assembly Setwion by Mr. PratuI Chan- 
dra Ganguli, m.l.a. ; (Q.) p. 99. 

Arrest and subsequent release of Haji 
Abdul Quadir: (Q.) p. 19. 

Arrest of Babu Biswanath Mukberjee of 
Patuasagar, Bankura; (Q.) p. 21. 

Charge against persons arrested under 
Defence of India Rules: (Q.) p. 99. 

Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal 
Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1941 : 
p. 36. 

Extemment order on Mias Kanak Das 
Gupta: (Q.) p. 28. 

Extern mont order under the Defence of 
India Roles: (Q.) p. 25. 

Hindu Sabha Conference at S>ish- 
nagar and Government officers ; (Q.) 

p. 98. 

Internment of Meatrs. Nepal Chandra 
Bhattacharjee, Sushil Banerjee and 
Anil Ktunar Sinha of Jeesore: (Q.) 
p. 90. 

Joint petition by persons detained 
under Defence of India Rnlee in the 
Presidency Jail : (Q.) p. 101. 


m 

NwttaMMM. tM HairaM SkMOt MM- 

ootteU. 

Kewspapen iopplwd to uadortrial pfi* 
sonen and detenus: (Q.) p. 133. 
Persons arreeted throughoot Bengal 
under Defence of India Rolee (Q.) 
p. 93 
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Thefts by domestic servants in Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 132. 
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Failure of paddy crop in Malda dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 292. 
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Boarding arrangementi lor itmdoali 
of-: (Q.) p. 26. 
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Anwarul Aaim, m.l.a. : p. 126. 

danytl, Dr* Nalkiilttlii 

Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank 
and its audit report; (Q.) p. 860. 
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Hindu Sabha Conference at Krltluia- 
gar and Government officers: (Q.) 
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Swiyal^ Mr. ttMiilia Miliar 

Bengal Finance (Balsa Tax) BUI, 1941: 
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Observation on the Point of Order 
regarding Government short-notice 
amendments on the Bengal Motor, 
Spirit (Bales Taxation) Bill : pp. 57, 
58, 59. 

Observation relating to notice ot 
amendments regarding Bills; p. 32. 
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Ix>afi for purchase of jute; (Q.) p, 6. 

Production and price of jute in 
MiirHhidshad district: (Q.) p, 24. 
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